
 
Week # 73 

Attachments to Clothing 
 
 
May one peel off a sticker or remove the plastic piece that is used to connect a new 

pair of socks? 
It is preferable to remove the sticker or plastic piece before Shabbos.   If this was not 

done, it is permissible to do so on Shabbos. According to Hagaon Rav Moshe 
Feinstein zt”l, the sticker and plastic piece are Muktzah and must be removed in an 
unusual fashion, for example with one’s teeth. 

 
 

May one rip open threads of the stitching around a pocket of a new garment? 
No. This is prohibited.    
 
 

May one wear clothing with tags still attached, outside the eruv (e.g. price tags or 
dry cleaner’s tags)? 

It is preferable to remove all tags before Shabbos. If this was not done, it is permissible 
to wear the garment with the tags attached. However, according to some Poskim 
this is only permitted if the wearer is not bothered by their presence. This is 
permissible since the tags are then considered battul (of no significance, disregarded) 
to the garment. 

Alternatively, it is permissible to tear off the tags on Shabbos, being careful not to tear 
any letters.  According to Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l, the tag is Muktzah and 
must be removed in an unusual fashion.  However, if the tag is sewn in, it is forbidden 
to undo the stitches.  

Note that if the wearer is not bothered by the tags, it is preferable to wear the garment 
with the tags attached rather than to tear them off.  

 
 

May one use a safety pin on Shabbos to pin up a hem that became undone or 
tighten the neckline of a shell? 

It is permissible to use a safety pin if it is done in a way that is temporary (not more 
than 24 hours) and therefore not considered sewing. Using a very large safety pin 
that would be uncomfortable to leave in place long term, or attaching the pin in a 
way that it is visible, will assure that it will not remain permanently and is therefore 
permitted.  The clothing with the pin may be worn outside on Shabbos. 

    


