
the positive in that person-- even though He does know 

the truth of the matter. 

With this great principle in mind, the Kedushas Levi 

explains the first pasuk in our Parasha: 

Judges and officers shall 

you appoint in all your cities. (Devarim 16:18) As the Yom 

Hadin approaches, a person must realize that he is able 

to affect the judgment that he will undergo on Rosh 

Hashanah: Literally, by ‘appointing judges.’ How is 

this done? - and they shall judge 

the people with righteous judgment (ibid.) – by judging 

others favorably.

This means that when we try to judge others favor-

ably, we are able to affect, measure for measure, how 

Hashem will judge us on the Day of Judgment. Just as 

we are not quick to pass judgment on others; just as we 

try to search for the positive in others; just as we turn 

away from the negative in others, Hashem will do the 

same for us.  

When Elul arrives, people begin to wish each other 

berachos for ‘a good year.’ People begin to give more 

tzedakah and search for various ways to be vindicated 

in the judgment of that very great day. Yet Chazal in 

their ruach hakodesh and great wisdom already revealed 

to us the secret to success. So instead of just trying to 

find ‘other’ ways to be zocheh in din, why shouldn’t we 

work, first and foremost, on the most basic and fun-

damental way:  - ‘and judge 

every person favorably’ (Pirkei Avos) ?  

As Rav Avrohom Schorr shlita comments on the 

above Mishnah, which states  with a letter  at the 

beginning of the word, it is to each us that we must 

take into consideration the entire person when looking at 

something he did–to realize and appreciate that there 

is a much bigger picture than that which meets the eye. 

The totality of the individual and all of his personal 

challenges and circumstances. Thus his deeds will take 

on a whole different meaning – because we know that 

there is so much more that we do not know. 

May the Ribbono Shel Olam help us in our new path 

of , thereby allowing us all to merit a Kesiva 

vachasima tovah. 

Besiyata DiShmaya. 
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Good Judgment 

                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                              




 The Gemara in Maseches Shabbos tells an amazing 

story of a Yid who lent another Yid money. When the 

time came to return it, the borrower explained that he 

was not yet able to. When the lender asked for various 

items instead of the money, the borrower continued to 

say that he was still not able to. The lender left 

without any grievances.  

When the borrower finally returned the money, 

he asked the lender what he was thinking throughout the 

whole time while the monies were still not returned. 

He told him that he judged him favorably on each and 

every detail, explaining to him exactly what he 

thought. The borrower then said, “I am telling you 

that each and every detail was indeed exactly as you 

had thought! Just as you have judged me favorably, 

Hashem should judge you favorably.” (The commentaries 

explain that the lender was actually the Tanna, Rebbi 

Akiva!)  

In Shaarei Orah, Volume 2, Rav Avigdor Miller zt”l 

discusses the depth behind this fascinating Chazal and 

asks the following vital question: If in reality Hashem 

knows exactly what a person does and why he does it, 

how could there ever be a concept of Hashem judging 

someone favorably? 

 In a fundamental piece that expounds on this top-

ic Rav Miller explains: Even though Hashem knows 

perfectly well what a person did and why he did it, 

He will turn His perspective to focus on the positive and 

look away from the negative - in the merit of the person 

having done the same. 

A person is made of flesh and blood and he there-

fore often does not know the true story. He must do 

his part to judge favorably. The Gemara is teaching us 

that as a reward for that, Hashem will, kaviyachol, do 

the same—even though He knows the truth.  

Last year Rav Elysha Sandler shlita explained, in 

the name of Kedushas Levi on our Parasha, that it works 

like a shadow. Whatever the person does, his shadow 

will do the same. - Hashem is your shadow 

(Tehillim 121:5) means that Hashem will do as the 

person does. When a person focuses on a positive 

reason for another’s actions when he does not know 

the truth of the matter, Hashem will, in turn, focus on 


