
 

  

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU HASHEM FOR 

ANOTHER YEAR 
Rosh Hashonah 5778/ Issue 99  

By Rabbi Dov Keilson 

  

 

A story is told about a Jew who, rachmana 

latzlan, was placed in jail for some misdeed, but B’H 

became very close to the Jewish Chaplain there. The 

Jewish inmate B’H did a complete turnaround and 

eventually was freed to start a new life. While walking 

in Manhattan one day years later, the Yid met the 

Chaplain who had been so good to him during his 

incarceration. The Chaplain informed him that he 

would be leaving shortly to Eretz Yisroel, and offered 

to place a small ‘kvittel’ in the Kosel for him. The Yid 

pulled out a napkin and quickly jotted something 

down. The Chaplain said, “Wow, that is quite a short 

request, can I read it?” When his young friend replied 

that he could, the chaplain unfolded the note to find 

just these two words: “Thank You!”  

This precious Baal Teshuvah did not want to 

use that opportunity of closeness to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu to make any requests at all. Rather, he seized the 

opportunity to thank Hashem for everything in his 

life. 
 Last year before Rosh Hashanah, Rav Binyomin 

Eisenberger Shlita shared this story and exclaimed, 

“Everyone is looking for the zechus or segulah to be 

zoche in judgment; I believe that the biggest segulah 

possible is to thank Hashem for everything He has done 

for us this entire past year!!” 

 Rav Eisenberger continued, “Rosh Hashanah in 

time is like the Kosel in space. We are all going to 

proceed, single file, in front of The King of Kings on Rosh 

Hashonah. What are we going to say in that one moment 

with Hashem?! Instead of trying to figure out which 

possible bracha or yeshuah we should ask Hashem for, 

why don’t we use that auspicious moment to say to 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, ‘Thank You Hashem Yisborach for 

everything You always do for me.’ 

 Rav Eisenberger then shared another true 

story. A woman took her granddaughter to kever 

Rochel in honor of her Bas Mitzvah. After being there 

for quite some time, the girl asked her Bubby if she 

was done making all her requests to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu. The woman, a holocaust survivor, replied to her  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

beloved grandchild, “I have not finished thanking 

Hashem Yisborach for everything!! I have not even 

begun to ask any ‘bakashos’ yet!!” 

Rabbi Eisenberger then said over a beautiful 

thing someone had told him. A man approached Rabbi 

Eisenberger and asked him at which specific points the 

Baal Tefilah in his Shul becomes emotional. After Rabbi 

Eisenberger told him, the man then shared that in his Shul 

the Baal Tefila breaks down crying when reciting the 

Beracha of ‘Modim’ and continues to cry through the end 

of the Beracha of “Hatov Shimcha!’ 

 Rav Eisenberger thus explained: Instead of just 

looking at Rosh Hashanah as the beginning of the New 

Year, we should look at it also as the siyum of the past 

year. What does one do at a siyum or at the end or close 

of any important time? He uses that very great 

opportunity to reflect on the past and to try to Thank 

Hakadosh Boruch Hu for the myriad of blessings that he 

has been granted; and only then does he daven for a very 

bright future B’ezras Hashem. 

 There is no question that there is a tremendous 

amount at stake during these days of awe and we all have 

plenty to daven for. At the same time, let us not be remiss 

and ch’v forget what so many great people feel is the 

most important thing of all… 

 If we are going to ask Hashem for life, we have 

to appreciate and give thanks for the life that we have 

been given until now. Every year, every day, every 

minute, is a gift from Hashem Yisborach… May Hashem 

grant us and all of Klal Yisroel a Kesiva Vichasima 

Tovah!   
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