
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 בחרבי ובקשתי )מח:כב(

With my sword and with my bow (48:22) 
With my sword and with my bow – this means my wisdom and my prayer. (Rashi) 

Ha’gaon Ha’kadosh Rebbe Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, zt”l, wrote: The reason 
Tefilah– prayer, is compared to a bow is because, just as a bow, the more a person 
draws back the string, the further the arrow will fly, the same applies to Tefilah. The 
more a person concentrates and Davens from his heart, the further the Tefilah will 
travel to pierce the Heavens. (Lehisadein Be’ahavasecha) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

After Yaakov passed away, Yosef’s brothers were 

scared that he would retaliate for their involvement in 

his sale. Yosef poignantly told them, “You tried to do 

evil [to me] and Hashem utilized it for good” (50:20). 

Even though he had experienced such a tumultuous life, 

Yosef was still capable of expressing that all that 

transpired in his life was for the good. We should also 

be inspired to see the silver lining of our hardships, 

which don’t compare to the hardships of Yosef’s life. 
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 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
6. Distance yourself from anger as much as possible 

Rav Naftali Amsterdam, zt”l, says (Or HaMussar) that aside from learning Mussar, 

logical strategies are very helpful for one to correct his character traits and faults. He 

quotes his Rebbe, Rav Yisroel Salanter, zt”l, who taught that if one wants to conquer the 

bad quality of getting angry, he advises that one should always try to be a good person, 

and do good to others. By conditioning oneself in this way, it will be easier for him to 

overcome his anger. 

Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein relates about the Bobover Rebbe, Rav Shlomo Halberstam, 

zt”l, that he was a wellspring of sensitivity for all Jews, and he was able to overcome any 

feelings of anger and hurt in order to pursue peace. His activities during and after World 

War II saved many Jews, both physically and spiritually. However, as it goes with great 

people, they will inevitably have detractors— people who are filled with envy and seek 

glory. Shortly after the Bobover Rebbe came to America, a local Rabbi who felt threatened 

by the Bobover Rebbe’s activities on behalf of world Jewry, strongly criticized the Rebbe, 

and personally attacked his character. The Bobover Rebbe did not respond to the attack. 

Eventually, the slanderous remarks were becoming humiliating, and the Rebbe called 

together all of his Chassidim in his Bais Medrash. The large Shul was filled to capacity, as 

everyone had crammed in to hear the Rebbe’s response to the insults that had been 

launched at him. The Bobover Rebbe entered the Bais Medrash, ascended to the front of 

the Aron Kodesh, and after kissing the Paroches, turned to the people gathered there. He 

said, “I am declaring to everyone assembled here, as I stand in front of the Aron Kodesh, 

that I absolutely forbid anyone from battling on my behalf! My honor is my honor, and it 

will remain my honor, but only if everyone acts appropriately and does not take sides. 

Whoever does not obey me has no place in my Bais Medrash!” He spoke for a total of 

fifteen seconds, and then the Rebbe descended the podium and left the Shul. A few hours 

later, the Rebbe asked his Gabbai to take him to the attacking Rabbi’s home. By then, 

word of the Rebbe’s response had already spread throughout the community. The Rebbe 

arrived at the Rabbi’s house and knocked on the door. The Rabbi answered the door, and 

when he realized who was standing before him, his face turned white. The Bobover Rebbe 

understood that words were not necessary, and it was action that was needed. He took the 

Rabbi in both his arms, and embraced him in a hug and kissed him on the cheek. He said 

to the Rabbi, “You may go to any one of my Chassidim and they will attest to the fact that 

I have no bad feelings towards you at all. Just as we were once friends, we will continue to 

remain friends!” The Rabbi was a changed person from that encounter, and the attacks 

stopped. The Bobover Rebbe corrected the situation by expressing his love for a fellow 

Jew instead of responding with anger, even though there was great reason for him to get 

angry. Rav Zilberstein notes that the Bobover Rebbe’s Yartzeit is on Rosh Chodesh Av, 

which is the same Yartzeit as Aharon HaKohen, and this is significant because they were 

both individuals who loved peace and pursued peace. They each possessed a love for all 

Jews and strongly desired to promote peace and harmony within Klal Yisrael!  
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 L’Maaseh      
In Mesivta Torah Vodaath one blustery, snowy morning, the Rosh 

Yeshivah, Rav Shlomo Heiman, zt”l, came to give his Shiur. However, 

there was a blizzard the night before and very few students were able to 

show up. Rav Heiman walked into the classroom and there were only 

four students there. Yet, it did not seem to faze him. He began to give 

his Shiur, and he raised his voice with passion, as he usually did when 

he delivered Shiur. The students were confused why their Rebbe was 

giving such an animated, loud Shiur, when there were only four people 

in the room. One of the boys asked, “Rebbe, there are only a few of us 

here. Is it necessary to get so excited delivering the Shiur? Rebbe is 

speaking as if the room is full.” The Rosh Yeshivah responded, “Do you 

think that I am talking only to you? I am speaking to you and your 

students, and to your students’ students. I am speaking to generations of 

Jews to come, and that is why I must be loud and excited!”  
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  Siddur בס"ד
We say in Ashrei, ‘Ritzon Yirei’av Ya’aseh, V’es Shav’asam 

Yishma V’yoshi’eim’, which means that Hashem will carry out the will 

of those who fear Him, and He will hear their cries and save them. One 

of the Chofetz Chaim’s grandsons asked the Brisker Rav, zt”l, why his 

grandfather the Chofetz Chaim is remembered by everyone as a great 

Tzadik, but he is not also greatly acknowledged for his brilliance and 

his encyclopedic knowledge of Halachah? The Brisker Rav replied, 

“Ritzon Yirei’av Ya’aseh, Hashem will do the will of those who fear 

Him.” The grandson remained quiet, but the answer did not sit well 

him, and he thought, “If Hashem does the will of those who fear Him, 

why do people then remember the Chofetz Chaim as the Tzadik that he 

was? Certainly, it was not his desire that it be revealed and publicized.” 

A short while later that grandson met Rav Yehudah Horowitz, zt”l, 

Admor of Dzikov. Rav Horowitz was learning a section of the Biur 

Halachah in a Sefer of Mishnah Brurah, and he could not stop praising 

the brilliance of the Chofetz Chaim, saying his citations were 

incredible! Then he pondered out loud, “I wonder why the world does 

not better recognize the Chofetz Chaim’s genius in Torah knowledge?” 

The grandson immediately approached him and said that he had asked 

that very question to the Brisker Rav and told him what answer he was 

given. When he heard this, Rav Horowitz commented, “Brilliant 

response! Only the Brisker Rav with his penetrating insight could have 

given such a reply!” The grandson then asked his question about what 

was bothering him, “I am sure that my grandfather did not want his 

righteousness acknowledged either. Why is he then remembered as a 

Tzadik?" The Rebbe responded, “Do you think for one moment that 

your grandfather viewed himself as a Tzadik? He never thought that! 

He thought he was a simple, ordinary Jew, doing what he was 

supposed to do, serving Hashem in the way every Jew should serve 

Hashem. He felt he was only doing the minimum! He is remembered as 

a Tzadik, because he did not consider himself to be a Tzadik!” 
 

The Gemara in Kesubos (62b) relates the fascinating story about the 

great Tanna Rebbi Akiva, who was a shepherd for Kalba Savua, one of the 

richest Jews at the time. Kalba Savua’s daughter noted the modesty and 

refined character of Rebbi Akiva, who at the time, didn’t know very much 

about the Torah. She asked him, “If I would marry you, would you go to 

Yeshivah to learn Torah?” He replied that he would. They got married in 

secret, and she sent him away to learn Torah. When her father heard what 

she had done, he cut her off financially, and she was suddenly transformed 

from a wealthy young lady to someone facing abject poverty. Kalba Savua 

made a vow prohibiting his daughter from benefitting from his 

possessions, and a vow of this kind is binding and can be annulled only by 

a Sage or a panel of three people on a Bais Din. Twelve years went by, 

and Rebbi Akiva returned as one of Klal Yisroel’s leading teachers, 

accompanied by twelve thousand students. As he approached his home, he 

overheard someone asking his wife, “How long will you wait for him? 

You are leading a life of a living widow!” She responded, “If he would 

listen to me, he should stay in Yeshivah for another twelve years!” When 

he heard this, Rebbi Akiva returned to the Yeshivah for another twelve 

years. When he again returned home, he was now accompanied by twenty-

four thousand students. His wife went out to greet him. When she reached 

him, she fell on her face and began to kiss his foot, and one of Rebbi 

Akiva’s attendants was about to push her away, but he commented, 

“Leave her alone. The Torah that is mine and the Torah that is yours 

belong to her!” When Kalba Savua heard that a great sage was coming to 

town, he decided to meet with him, so that he might obtain an annulment 

of his vow, so he could help his daughter. According to Halachah, in 

order to annul a vow, there has to be an ‘opening’, or a circumstance, 

which if it had been fully considered by the one making the vow, it would 

have prevented him from declaring the vow in the first place. Kalba Savua 

approached Rebbi Akiva, totally unaware that it was in fact his son-in-law, 

and asked him to annul the vow. Rebbi Akiva asked, “Would you have 

made the vow even if your son-in-law would eventually become a great 

Talmid Chacham?” He replied, “Rebbe, even if he were to become 

proficient in just one Perek of Mishnayos, or even just one Halachah, I 

would not have made the vow!” Rebbi Akiva looked at him and said, “I 

am that person.” Kalba Savua reacted with intense joy, and he gave half of 

his possessions to his son-in-law! Rabbi Akiva became a great Torah giant 

because his future wife saw the enormous potential that was inside of him, 

and just needed the opportunity to be released from within him. Tosafos 

asks a question on this story. There is a Halachic principle that a Sage 

may not annul a vow on the basis of a circumstance that was non-existent 

at the time of the vow. If so, how could Rebbi Akiva have annulled the 

vow based on a circumstance that had as yet not happened, since he was 

certainly not yet a Talmid Chacham at the time the vow had been made? 

Tosafos answers, that although he was not a Sage when the vow was 

made, the fact that he had entered a Yeshivah to study Torah and had 

begun to immerse himself in learning Torah, it was sufficient for him, and 

it could reasonably be expected that he would become a great Talmid 

Chacham. Rav Scheinbaum explains that Tosafos is teaching us a 

powerful lesson, that once one enters a Yeshivah to learn Torah and once 

one begins learning Torah, the potential within him is aroused and he 

becomes a potential Talmid Chacham! The Rebbe that walks into his class 

to deliver a Torah lesson should view his students as potential Gedolei 

Ha’dor, future Torah leaders. He should teach his students with that 

attitude, because that is what they are. When a child begins learning 

Torah, there is no limit and no boundary, to how much he can achieve! 
 

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
When there is an error found in a Sefer Torah which disqualifies it 

from being used and a new Torah must be brought out, the interrupted 

Aliyah should be continued in the new Torah and a Brachah should be 

said after the Laining. However, the first Brachah should not be 

repeated since the Brachah said over the first Torah is counted.  If it is 

possible to call seven people to the Kosher Torah for Aliyos, that should 

be done. This is also the Halachah even if Laining has not yet begun for 

the Aliyah, and a mistake was discovered immediately after the 

Brachah— a new Torah should be taken out, and the Laining is started 

without saying another Brachah prior to reading.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:8) 
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