
 

 

היה כאשר תעברו את הירדן... וכתבת עליהן ו
ג(-)כה:ב את כל דברי התורה הזאת  

And it shall be when you cross the Yarden… and 
you shall write all of this Torah (25:2-3) 

During the miraculous crossing of the Yarden, 
HaShem gave us the mitzvah of writing down the 
entire Torah. The Midrash comments that the 
waters formed a great wall as they continued to 
flow, in contrast to the waters of the Yam Suf 
which remained stationary. As this must have 
been a moment of great trepidation for Klal 
Yisroel, the Malbim wonders why specifically at 
that moment they were given the mitzvah of 
writing the Torah. Why not wait until they were 
across on dry land, out of danger and at ease? 

The Malbim answers that HaShem was 
demonstrating to Klal Yisroel that the Torah is 
meant to be followed not only when things are 
calm and easy, but even in the toughest 
circumstances. Ki heim chayenu ve’orech 
yameinu. Torah is our life, and without it, it is a 
life not worth living!  Perhaps, one may ask, at 
certain times it may be impossible to keep the 
Torah? The Torah addresses those moments as 
well and dictates how to act even in those trying 
times. 

This explains the Gemara in Masechta Sotah 
(35b) which states that after crossing the Yarden 
they went to Har Eival to write the Torah and not 
Har Grizim. Logic would dictate that because Har 
Grizim was where the blessings were 
pronounced, and Har Eival was where the curses 
were pronounced, the choice of location should 
have been at Har Grizim. According to the 
Malbim, it is readily understood that the Torah is 
teaching us that even during a time when it 
seems we are going through klalah we must sill 
adhere to the Torah. In truth, the klalos only 
come because we have forsaken the Torah. We 
are reminded of the location of their writing to 
arouse us to return to it! 

A few pessukim later, we find another limud from 
the choice location of Har Eival. The Torah tells 
us to offer korban shlamim (peace offerings) at 
Har Eival. Rav Moshe Feinstien zt”l asks the same 
question over here: Why were the shlamim 
brought at the location of klalah as opposed to on 
Har Grizim? 

Rav Moshe explains that the Torah is reminding 
us that kol man d’ovid rachmana, l’tav ovid- all 
that Hashem does is for the good of man. If a 
disaster occurs, we may perceive it as bad, but 
ultimately it is for our benefit. It may be the same 
as a father punishing his child, seemingly a bad 
thing to the child, but actually saving him from 
far greater discomfort and ramifications. 

This was the idea of the korban shelamim at Har 
Eival upon entering Eretz Yisroel. The intention 
was to show HaShem that we understood that 
even a klalah was really a bracha. 

Dovid Hamelech writes in Tehillim 92:  להגיד 
 to say over the -בבקר חסדך ואמונתך בלילות
kindness of HaShem in the dawn, and the 
faithfulness at night. This is the foundation of 
emunah. It’s not enough to say thank you when 
things are as bright as the dawn’s early light. The 
test is when it turns night. When it gets dark and 
we are filled with uncertainty. At that moment, 
Dovid Hamelech so eloquently stresses,   we are 
obligated to call upon our faith. But thinking 
about it is not enough. Lehagid- shout it out! 
When we do this, and we truly believe it, we start 
to see that everything that Hashem throws our 
way is truly a bracha. 
 

Good Shabbos,     מרדכי אפפעל 

 

 
This Dvar Torah has been dedicated in 

memory of 

 ר' יעקב זאב בן ר' אריה צבי הכהן ז"ל

 י"ז אלול תשע"ג

דרכים 
 בפרשה

     כי תבוא 
 

R’ Mordechai Appel, 
an alumnus of 
Yeshivas Mir 

Yerushalayim, is a 
regular Maggid Shiur 

in the Toronto 
community. 

 


