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 ”וכתבתם על מזוזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 11:20

“And you shall write them on the doorposts of your 

house and upon your gates.”  The Torah is in the 

midst of telling us that we must place the words of the Torah upon 

our hearts and our souls.  It is what should be taught to our children 

when we are at home and when we are on the way.  The Torah also 

mentions the Mitzvah of Tefillin, which should also be a sign for us.  

All of these Pesukim are written in Loshon Rabbim, plural form, for it 

is speaking to all of Klal Yisroel.  Then the Torah tells us that these 

words are to be written on our doorposts and our gates – the 

Mitzvah of Mezuzah.  However, this Posuk is written in Loshon 

Yachid, singular form.  Why is this not written in Loshon Rabbim just 

like all of the previous Pesukim?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph.  

 – ”ביתך“ – ”וכתבתם על מזזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 6:9 – רוקח 

This teaches us that the Mezuzah is to be on the right side 

(Menochos 34a – From the word “ביתך” – “your house” we learn 

that one must place the Mezuzah on his house, the way of his 

house.  Meaning the way one walks.  When one walks he begins to 

walk with his right leg, therefore the Torah teaches us that the 

Mezuzah is to be on the right side) so that the Mezuzah is on the 

right, the Tefillin is on the left and the four Tzitzis surround the 

person.  As it says in Tehillim 125:2 “ סביב לעמו' וד ” – “and Hashem 

surrounds His people.” 

 This Posuk – ”וכתבתם על מזזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 6:9 - רוקח 

has five words which represents the Chamisha Chumshei Torah, and 

twenty four letters representing the twenty four Sifrei Tanach – the 

Mezuzah encompasses all of this.   

 – ”וכתבתם על מזוזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 11:20 - מנחה בלולה 

The word “מזוזות” is comprised of the letters “ מות -זז  ” – “removes 

death” – for he who is careful with the Mitzvah of Mezuzah removes 

death from his home.  Shemos 12:23 “ לנגף את מצרים וראה ' ועבר ד

על הפסח ולא יתן ' ופסח ד, את הדם על המשקוף ועל שתי המזוזת

 Hashem will pass through to smite“ – ”המשחית לבא אל בתיכם לנגף

Mitzrayim, and He will see the blood that is on the lintel and the two 

doorposts – and Hashem will pass over the entrance and He will not 

permit the destroyer to enter your homes to smite.” 

“ 6:9 - בכור שור  ות ביתך ובשעריךוכתבתם על מזז ” – The 

Mezuzah is to be affixed to the doorpost so that you should 

remember when you leave and when you return.  Shir Hashirim 8:6 

 place me like a seal on“ – ”שימני כחותם על לבך כחותם על זרועך“

Your heart, like a seal to dedicate Your strength for me.”  

ך על התורה"ש   – ”וכתבתם על מזזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 6:9 - 

The Mitzvah of Mezuzah is stated near where the Torah says, “ ובתים

 and the houses are filled with everything good” to“ – ”מלאים כל טוב

teach us that all who are Mekayeim the Mitzvah of Mezuzah, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will fill his house with all good.   

ך על התורה"ש   – ”וכתבתם על מזזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 6:9 - 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu commanded us to write two Parshiyos, שמע 

and והיה אם שמוע on the Mezuzah so that there will be protection 

from the right which is K’neged “ואהבת” and from the left which is 

K’neged “והיה אם שמוע.”  When one enters his home, the Mezuzah 

is on the right, for he does not need as much of a Shemira, a 

protection.  When he leaves the house, it is on his left, for it is then 

that he needs a greater Shemira.  Tehillim 121:8 “ ישמור צאתך ' ד

 Hashem will guard your departure and your arrival” – the“ – ”ובואך

Posuk says departure first, for that is where a greater Shemira is 

needed.   

 – ”וכתבתם על מזוזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 11:20 - בעל הטורים 

The Parsha of Mezuzah is placed near the Parsha of “ למען ירבו

 in order to prolong your days” to teach us that because of“ – ”ימיכם

the Mitzvah of Mezuzah, a destructive force will not enter your 

homes. (Shabbos 32b – According to one Shita, the underlying cause 

for the death of young children is their parents’ negligence regarding 

the Mitzvah of Mezuzah.  When the Mezuzah is in place it stops the 

destructive force, the Malach Hamaves {angel of death} from 

entering the house and snatching the young children).   

 – ”וכתבתם על מזוזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 11:20 - רבינו אפרים 

The next Posuk begins, “למען ירבו ימיכם” – because of the Chet of 

Mezuzah (for one not performing this Mitzvah) the children of the 

individual die.  

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  וכתבתם על מזוזות ביתך “ 11:20 – 

שעריךוב ” – The truths stated in these Pesukim should form the basis 

of your every thought and action – to them you shall devote yourself 

with your whole being, and to their realization you shall dedicate 

your whole life. You are to endeavor to understand them yourself 

and transmit this knowledge to your children.   Occupy yourself with 

them early and late, at home and on the road, so that they will leave 

their imprint on all your thoughts and actions.  These truths shall be 

inscribed upon the doorposts of your houses and gates, and all the 

places of your public and private lives shall be consecrated to the 

realization of these truths.  (This refers to the words of the holy 

Torah).  The reason the Mitzvah of Mezuzah is only written in Sefer 

Devorim, Mishna Torah, (the “review” of the Torah) which was given 

to Klal Yisroel as they were about to enter the Land, for only after 

taking possession of the Land would they have houses and gates to 

place the Mezuzos.  Their tents in the Midbar were all temporary 

and not obligated in the Mitzvah of Mezuzah.  The inscription of the 

Mezuzah is limited to only two of the four passages of the Tefillin, 

 The reason for this is because our homes  .והיה אם שמוע and שמע

and cities are the places where the task of studying the Torah, as 

taught in שמע, shall be fulfilled, and where the blessing or the curse, 

dependent on the observance or nonobservance of the Torah, as 

taught in והיה אם שמוע, will be realized.   

 – ”וכתבתם על מזוזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 11:20 - משך חכמה 

Unlike the other Mitzvos mentioned in this section of the Torah, the 

Mitzvah of Mezuzah is written in Loshon Yachid, singular form.  

Sanhedrin 113a – A town that worships Avodah Zara, called an  עיר

 is destroyed.  However, if a single Mezuzah is found in the ,הנדחת

town, then it is not considered an עיר הנדחת and is not destroyed.  

With this Gemara we can explain why the Torah wrote the Parsha of 

Mezuzah in Loshon Yachid.  One individual, by writing a Mezuzah 

and affixing it to the doorpost can save an entire city.  The same way 

he saves them from the judgment of being destroyed physically, he 

also saves them from the judgment in Shomayim, and they will 

receive their portion in Olam Habah.  The Torah then continues in 

Loshon Rabbim, “למען ירבו ימיכם” – the individual who performed 

the Mitzvah, will cause the “Rabbim” to be Zoche to extended days.   

עקיבא איגר' ר    - Teshuvos 1:9 – What is the Halachah 

regarding one who leaves his home for an extended period of time – 

does he have to make a new Brocha on his Mezuzos when he 

returns?  The Birkei Yosef says that the Chachomim were only 

Mesaken a Brocha at the time one affixes the Mezuzah to the 

doorpost, and therefore one who travels out of town does not need 

to make a Brocha on his Mezuzah when he returns.   

 – ”וכתבתם על מזזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 6:9 - מדרש אגדה 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Klal Yisroel the Torah to save them from 

the judgment of Gehinom, and it is engraved on their hearts.  As it 

says in Mishlei 3:3 “כתבם על לוח לבך” – “inscribe them on the tablet 

of your heart.” 
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ם"רמב   – Hilchos Mezuzah 6:13 “ חייב אדם להזהר במזוזה

 Man is obligated to be careful with“ – ”מפני שהיא חובת הכל תמיד

the Mitzvah of Mezuzah for it is a Mitzvah which is constantly upon 

everyone.” Each time a person enters or departs from his home he 

will encounter the unity of the Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and 

remember his love for Him.  This will cause him to wake up from his 

slumber and from his obsessions with the silliness and follies of this 

world, and recognize that nothing lasts for eternity except the 

knowledge of the Creator of the world.  Immediately this will bring 

him to full awareness, and he will return to follow the path of the 

righteous.   

ו"מהרח   One – ”וכתבתם על מזזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 6:9 - 

should have Kavanah when a person leaves the entrance to his 

house – he should place his hand on the Mezuzah and then kiss his 

hand and have Kavanah that he should be saved from the Yetzer 

Hara.  יצר in its full form, “ צדי ריש, יוד ” – the last letters spell י-שד  – 

one should have in mind that the Shem Hashem of Shakai written on 

the outside of the Mezuzah should protect him from the Yetzer – the 

Yetzer Hara.   

 – ”וכתבתם על מזזות ביתך ובשעריך“ 6:9 - באר משה 

Rabbeinu Chaim Vital says that when one kisses the Mezuzah he 

should have in mind that the Shem Shakai should protect him from 

the Yetzer Hara.  Why is it the Shem Shakai that humbles the Yetzer 

Hara?  The source for this is from the Zohar Hakodosh that the Shem 

Shakai on the Mezuzah causes all of the Shaidim, the demons, to run 

away. This seems to be speaking about the spiritual external 

demons.  It says in the Tikunei Zohar that the letter Yud from the 

Shem Shakai hangs around the neck of the Yetzer Hara.  The Eitz 

Chaim says that the Yetzer Hara within the person is called שד.  

Therefore to counteract this, the Shem Shakai on the Mezuzah is 

there to scare away the Yetzer Hara.  Zechariah 3:2 “ אל ' ויאמר ד

בך הבחר בירושלים' בך השטן ויגער ד' השטן יגער ד ” – “(The Malach of) 

Hashem said to the Satan, ‘May Hashem denounce you, O Satan! 

May Hashem Who chooses Yerushalayim denounce you!” “ 'יגער ד ” 

with the eight letters, is the same Gematria as, “ י-ד-ש ” with the 

three letters.  It is with the Shem Hashem of Shakai that the Yetzer 

Hara will be denounced and chased away.   

 3:265b – One must affix to his doorpost the Shem – זוהר 

Hakodosh, and that is the complete Emunah, for in the Parshiyos of 

Krias Shema there is Kabolas Ol Malchus and Kabolas Ol Mitzvos.  

Wherever the Shem Hashem is found, evil spirits are not found, and 

they cannot go and prosecute against those in the home.  When one 

affixes the Mezuzah to his house, he is crowning himself with the 

crown of his Creator, and the outsiders will fear him and not come 

close to his home.  Note, that the Shem Hashem on the outside of 

the Mezuzah is not enough, there needs to be the two Parshiyos 

written on the inside in the proper manner, for the Shem Hashem is 

only complete if there are the words that He wrote inside.  When 

done properly, all the outsiders become fearful and run away.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – Vayikra 19:27 “ לא תקפו פאת

ולא תשחית את פאת זקנך, ראשכם ” – “You shall not round off the 

corners of the hair of your head and you shall not shave off the 

corners of your beard.”  Let us attempt to grasp the idea that is 

expressed by these two prohibitions.  פאת הראש is the external 

visible division between the front of the head and the back of the 

head, and this division coincides with the division between the 

cerebrum and the cerebellum.  The hair at the temples is a natural 

veiling that hides the view of the back of the head.  לא תקפו 

prohibits the removal of this division.  The front of the head 

containing the cerebrum represents the human element, while the 

back of the head containing the cerebellum represents the animal 

element in human beings.  They must be kept separate.  The Torah is 

stressing that we must keep the division and focus on the spiritual 

element as opposed to the animalistic element.  Like the relation of 

back of the head to the front of the head, is the lower jaw (including 

cheeks and chin) to the upper jaw (and the whole upper part of the 

human face).  The upper jaw is devoted primarily to the intellectual 

activity of the senses, while in the act of eating – which stems from 

the animal element, it functions more passively.  Conversely, the 

lower jaw is actively involved, with the teeth and tongue, in eating 

and tasting food.  The male is more inclined to connect to the animal 

element; hence at the age of maturation, when the sensual faculties 

are developing and maturing, he grows a beard.  The beard covers 

those parts of the face whose primary activity is sensual.  Thus, one 

who beholds the countenance of a man sees only the spiritual parts 

of his face.  This is a special admonition to the male – he is to show 

his worth and strength only in spiritual values.  The Creator of Man 

indicated the modest nature of women by withholding from her the 

veil of hair on cheeks – and that is why there is no prohibition for 

her to remove the hair from these places.  Although the Torah 

permits the removal of the beard, he must keep the razor away.  He 

is warned not to destroy the covering of hair that veils the sensual 

aspect of a man’s countenance, not to forfeit his human dignity and 

mission by emphasizing the sensual aspect of his being.  But, rather, 

to actualize his manly dignity through modesty and spiritual power.  

לא תשחית את “ is written in plural form, while ”לא תקפו פאת ראשכם“

 is written in singular form.  According to the opinion that ”פאת זקנך

 is forbidden in any fashion, whether with a razor or הקפת פאת ראש

a scissors, we can understand this change in form.  The observance 

of this Mitzvah can readily be seen by all, and is therefore written in 

plural form.  However, the prohibition against “השחתת פאת זקן” is 

not apparent to all.  One cannot necessarily discern if the beard was 

shaven with a razor or a scissors.  Hence this prohibition is a sign 

addressed to the private thoughts of each individual.   

ת השואבהמעין בי  וכתבתם על מזוזות ביתך “ 11:20 - 

 Unlike the other Mitzvos mentioned in this section of – ”ובשעריך

the Torah, the Mitzvah of Mezuzah is written in Loshon Yachid, 

singular form.  Based on the words of R’ Hirsh in Vayikra 19:27, 

about the prohibition of cutting hair in certain places we can explain 

this Posuk.  The Mezuzah needs to be written in sequence order and 

needs to be written Lishma.  These are things which one cannot 

ascertain by looking at the finished product.  It is dependent on the 

Yiras Shomayim of the individual writer, and therefore the Torah 

states it in a Loshon Yachid.  As opposed to the Mitzvah of learning 

with one’s children, and wearing Tefillin – these Mitzvos are 

performed in public, and are therefore written in a Loshon Rabbim.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why the Mitzvah of 

Mezuzah is written in Loshon Yachid.  The Mezuzah which we affix 

to the doorposts in our homes is meant to be engraved into our 

hearts. Each individual must bring Hakodosh Boruch Hu into his 

world on an individual basis.  We must accept the Ol Malchus 

Shomayim and Ol Mitzvos. While one must learn Torah with his 

children, and one must don Tefillin, it is that which cannot be done 

at all times.  We affix the Mezuzah on our doorposts, and it is there 

twenty four hours a day, seven days a week.  It is constant whether 

we are in the house or not.  It is there as a protection for us, when 

we enter the house and more importantly when we leave the house.  

What is the true protection that comes along with us?  It is 

engraving Hakodosh Boruch Hu into our hearts.  If we take 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu with us wherever we go, then we will always 

be protected.  May we be Zoche to have the protection from the 

Mezuzah by engraving Hakodosh Boruch Hu into our hearts.  


