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ֵני ה ַויָֺמתו )טז,א( ָבָתם ִלפְׁ ָקרְׁ ֵני ַאֲהֹרן בְׁ ֵני בְׁ ַדֵבר ה ֶאל מֶשה ַאֲחֵרי מֹות שְׁ  ַויְׁ

 

And Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of Aaron's two sons, when they drew near before 

Hashem, and they died. 

 

וידבר ה' אל משה אחרי מות שני בני אהרן וגו': מה תלמוד לומר, היה רבי אלעזר בן עזריה מושלו משל לחולה שנכנס 

תאכל צונן ואל תשכב בטחב שלא תמות  אצלו רופא. אמר לו אל תאכל צונן ואל תשכב בטחב. בא אחר ואמר לו אל

     )רש"י שם( כדרך שמת פלוני. זה זרזו יותר מן הראשון, לכך נאמר אחרי מות שני בני אהרן

 

And Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of Aaron’s two sons: What does this teach us [when 

it specifies “after the death of Aaron’s two sons”]? Rabbi Eleazar ben Azariah illustrated [the 

answer] with a parable of a patient, whom a physician came to visit. [The physician] said to him, 

“Do not eat cold foods, and do not lie down in a cold, damp place.” Then, another [physician] 

visited him, and advised him, “Do not eat cold foods or lie down in a cold, damp place, so that 

you will not die the way so-and-so died.” This one warned that patient more effectively than the 

former. Therefore, the pasuk says, “after the death of Aaron’s two sons” [i.e., Hashem 

effectively said to Aaron, “Do not enter the Kodesh Kedashim in a prohibited manner, so that 

you will not die as your sons died”]- [Toras Kohanim 16:3] 

 

Let us visit a mamar Chazal which can shed light and offer us a better understanding of this pauk 

and Rashi’s explanation to it. Hashem performed unbelievable miracles at the parting of the Yam 

Suf (Red Sea) as the Mechilta describes the enormity of what took place. 

 

(ג, ד"ה זה אלי שמותראתה שפחה על הים מה שלא ראה יחזקאל בן בוזי )מכילתא   

 

The Mechilta teaches that Bnei Yisrael were so privileged at the time of krias Yam Suf to the 

degree that “what a maidservant saw by the sea, Yechezkel Ben Buzi [the prophet Yechezkel] 

did not see in all his days.” Yechezkel was shown an incredible prophetic vision, the Maaseh 

Merkava or the Works of the Holy Chariot but the Mechilta tells us that a simple maidservant 

saw even more than this when Hashem split the sea.  

 

The Balei Mussar question why, then, is the maidservant a maidservant and not a prophet just as 

Yechezkel was known for his great prophecy? From the words of Chazal, we understand that her 

prophecy was even greater, yet she is still referred to as a lowly maidservant? Furthermore, how 

was it possible that a people that witnessed an event so grand could falter later on with serving 

the Eigel HaZahav and directing their multiple complaints towards Moshe, seemingly losing all 



faith?  Rav Chaim Shmulevitz zt’’l in his Sichos Mussar
1
 explains that seeing and experiencing 

an event as great as krias Yam Suf alone will not change the person indefinitely. If the 

experience and inspiration is cultivated and used as a springboard to change oneself it will then 

have a lasting effect. The maidservant saw a great vision and experienced a once in a lifetime 

moment but the next morning she was still a maidservant because she didn’t use the experience 

by taking it to the next level. Yechezkel, on the other hand, acquired the lofty level of a prophet 

by preparing himself with holiness so that when the vision came although its vision was less of 

that which the maidservant saw it still took him further because of his attitude and desire to grow 

and elevate himself from the prophetic experience.  

 

Rashi in this week’s parsha explains that the reason the pasuk chose specifically to include the 

death of Aaron’s two sons when teaching about the prohibition of not entering the Kodesh 

Kedashim was to reinforce the warning so that it would be taken seriously and viewed as critical. 

If the Kohanim were reminded and given the opportunity to contemplate what had occurred to 

the son’s of Aaron who attempted to enter when they weren’t commanded to surely the warning 

would have had a greater impact than a simple and skeletal warning. Warnings alone can at times 

fade away and lose their intensity but when coupled with the punishment, a strong association is 

then formed which strengthens the warning and causes one to contemplate the message, leaving 

a lasting impression. 

 

Perhaps the mashal Rashi quotes from R’ Elazar ben Azarya was chosen specifically here 

because of its hidden message. Rashi said אל תאכל צונן ואל תשכב בטחב שלא תמות כדרך שמת פלוני, Do 

not eat cold foods or lie down in a cold, damp place, so that you will not die the way so-and-so 

died. Perhaps we can read deeper into his words interpreting the warning as, Do not live a cold 

existence where every experience or inspirational event in your life is interpreted in a cold 

manner ignoring its point and the warmth and meaning it is destined to deliver. Don’t follow the 

ways of those that dampen and seek to remove all seriousness a holy experience has to offer, 

typical of some in an effort to put their guilty conscience to rest. 

 

We all have moments of inspiration and at the moment we are often convinced that our lives will 

be changed forever. We feel that the message is so powerful and we make commitments to 

change. Unfortunately, even the most powerful message fades and loses its intensity the morning 

after. The goal is to act immediately and take the message to heart and contemplate it so that the 

commitment is put into place at the moment of inspiration. Hashem sends us inspiring messages 

at times to give us a boost and make it easier for us to heed His warning. We can either let them 

pass or seize the opportunity and grow from it.    

 

Good Shabbos 

 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Sichos Mussar Parshas Ki Sisa 


