
Parshas Vaeira – 'ושמי ה 

When The Time Comes 

The previous Parsha ends with a bit of a cliffhanger. Moshe cries out to Hashem, disillusioned by 

the failure of his mission. Instead of achieving an end to the עבודת פרך, the Yidden are subjected 

to an intensification of the forced labor. The Ribono shel Olam reassures Moshe that soon 

enough, Pharaoh will end up chasing the Yidden out of Mitzrayim. How does that make the 

deepened suffering they are experiencing right now, any better? How does this segue into the 

first Pasuk in this week’s Parsha – To the Avos, I appeared as י-קל שד .  To you, I am called with 

the ה-שם הוי .  

While we are not proficient in dabbling in the esoterica of the 'שמות ה, the choice of these שמות, 

is subject to י-שד .דרשה alludes to the awesome power of sufficiency. At the time of בריאת העולם, 

the Eibishter also said, י-אני קל שד . For, as powerful as it was to set the process of creation into 

motion, it is even more powerful to halt it. Chazal teach that with Hashem’s command for the world 

to come into existence, the universe began to expand and grow, until Hashem said די, enough – 

 It is a human frailty that we are subject to the Laws of Physics. There are .אני שאמרתי לעולמי די

times that once we set things in motion, it just cannot be stopped. That attribute of sufficiency, 

also defined the Ribono shel Olam’s relationship with the Avos. The Eibishter’s words to Avrohom, 

Yitzchok and Yaakov, required little or no elaboration. If Hashem said it would be, יד - that was 

sufficient. In addition, any display of G-dly manifestation, was limited to the Avos alone. There 

were no grand miracles that were on display to the rest of the world. “I am  קל– The Power, י -שד

– that is sufficient with the Avos being aware of כח מעשיו. 

This sufficiency was tested as the Bnai Yisroel descended into Galus Mitzrayim. Hashem has His 

 ,The exile was predetermined to last for four hundred years. We now know that Hashem .חשבונות

 has His own way of calculating such decrees. The Avos, though, didn’t attempt ,ברחמיו וברוב חסדיו

to read into it. Four hundred is four hundred. They did not calculate from the ברית בין הבתרים, when 

the decree was announced, nor did anyone calculate from the birth of Yitzchok, as we now know. 

Nobody was in a position to weigh the suffering of the Yidden as Hashem did, which served to 

accelerate the Galus timeline to 210 years, 190 years earlier. In fact,  בקש יעקב לגלות את הקץ– 

Yaakov thought it prudent to advise his children that they would have to be in Mitzrayim for four 

hundred years, 190 years longer – ק"ץ, than what it was actually going to be.  ונסתמה ממנו– 

Hashem blocked this from Yaakov, so as not to discourage the Bnai Yisroel and cause them to 

needlessly despair from the אורך הגלות, that they would think was to last close to two centuries 

longer. 

This is what Hashem was saying to Moshe. This unbearable suffering is going to lead to Pharaoh 

chasing the Yidden out much earlier than planned. Till now, it was  די– sufficient, that I had 

announced the four hundred year Galus to the Avos. Now, in light of the suffering and the cries 

of the Bnai Yisroel, I must manifest my words and actions in the ה-שם הוי . The time has come that 

you, Klall Yisroel and the entire world must see that I am אדון הכל, through dazzling miracles and 

wonders that defy the Laws of Nature. I am  היה הוה ויהיה– My calculations include חשבונות that 

span the centuries, taking into account events and outcomes that culminate in התגלות אלקות and 

 .in the right time and the best moment התגלות מלכותו עלינו



The Chofetz Chaim zt”l, commented that the absence of Neviim in our times, is for our benefit. A 

Navi would do like Moshe did, endlessly pressing the Ribono shel Olam on our behalf, to end this 

bitter Galus, sooner and quicker. Only Hashem, הוה ויהיה היה , knows and completely understands 

the entire set of calculations that will determine the time and setting that is best for our טובה. 

The Baal HaTanya was asked why the words וימררו את חייהם carries the celebratory “Trup” of 

 as if it was good news. The Rav reminded his questioner that the extra suffering ,קדמא ואזלא

served to discount 190 years from the Galus of Mitzrayim. So, in a sense it was good news. In 

fact, R’ Shneur Zalman noted, קדמא ואזלא is exactly the Gematria of 190! Perhaps we can add 

that the interpretation of קדמא ואזלא, with the מנח רביעי Trop by the next words – בעבודה קשה, could 

be,  קדמא ואזלא– He caused it to move earlier,  מנח רביעי– the four hundred years that had been 

put in place to remain in Galus. Hence, we may always put our trust in the Eibishter, that He hears 

our cries.  וידע אלקים– He knows the difficulties and צרות of every single man, woman and child. 

Hashem knows that we cannot wait much longer.  

יבוד לגאולה השתא בעגלא ובזמן קריב המקום ירחם עלינו ויוציאנו מצרה לרוחה ומאפילה לאורה ומשע  

Have a wonderful Shabbos and a Yeshuadik Chodesh, yk 
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Erev Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Va’eira -29 Teves  

The Mahari”l, Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin (1818-1898), the Rav of Brisk, Yerushalayim leader, 

son of Rav Binyamin Diskin, rav of Volkovisk. He was born in Horodno. 

Reb Yehoshua Leib was engaged before his bar mitzva and at the age 

of fourteen he married the daughter of HaRav Brode and lived with his 

father-in-law in Wolkowitz. He became rov in various cities such as 

Lomza, Mezritch, Kovno, Shklov, and finally in Brisk. Moved to Eretz 

Yisrael after Yom Kippur in 1876. In the 1880s, he was offered the 

position of Chief Rabbi of New York, which he declined.  Rav 

Yehoshua Leib’s second wife, Sarah, was known as the "Brisker 

Rebbetzin." She came from a prestigious family descended from Rabbi 

Yechezkel Landau (the Nodah bi-Yehudah) and Joshua Zeitlin. She 

brought 40,000 rubles into their marriage - a huge sum in those days - 

with which the couple established the Diskin Orphanage in Jerusalem in 1880. 

 

Chacham HaRav Yitzchak Kaduri (1901-2006). Born to to Rab Zeev Diva in Baghdad. Upon his 

second visit to Eretz Yisrael in 1923, he changed his last name 

from Diva to Kadouri and fixed his place of study at Yeshivat 

Porat Yosef in the Old City. He studied Kabbalah under the 

tutelage of Rabbi Ephraim Cohen and Rabbi Salman Eliyahu 

(father of former Sephardic Chief Rabbi Mordechai Eliyahu). 

After marrying his first wife, Sarah, HaRav Kadouri lived in 

Shechunat Habucharim, one of Jerusalem's first neighborhoods 

built outside the Old City walls. He would stay at the yeshiva all 

week, coming home shortly before Shabbos. Following the 
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petira of Rav Ephraim Hakohen, head of Jerusalem's mekubalim, toward the end of 1949, Rav 

Kadouri was selected to head the group. He found a new institution called Yeshivat Nachalat 

Yitzchak. Graced with a phenomenal memory, he was said to have known the entire Babylonian 

Talmud by heart. His closer students say that the blessing of the Ben Ish Chai and that of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe - both of whom blessed him that he might live to see the Final Redeemer - 

came true. The students say that Rabbi Kaduri told them he met the Messiah on Cheshvan 9, 

5764 (Nov. 4, 2003). He reportedly said that the Messiah is not promoting himself, and that a 

study of his [Rabbi Kaduri's] words in recent months would provide hints of his identity. 

Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Va’eira -Rosh Chodesh Shvat 

Rain on Rosh Chodesh Shvat is brought down to be a Siman Brocho. 

Shaul HaMelech and his sons died in battle in Gilboa 

 

Maran Hagaon Rav Chaim Epstein zt”l, rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Zichron Meilich in Brooklyn, 

NY. He was 79. (2015). One of the einei ha’eidah and gedolei 

Torah of the Diaspora, Rav Epstein was the moreh derech for 

tens of thousands of bnei Torah across the globe. He was one 

of the most prominent talmidim of Rav Aharon Kotler zt”l and 

carried on his rebbi’s mesorah with great fortitude throughout 

his life. 

Rav Epstein possessed a phenomenal range of yedios 

haTorah, but talmidim attest that his humility hid so much of his 

Torah greatness. He carried himself and spoke with simplicity, 

not allowing others a complete glimpse of his mastery of Torah. Close talmidim relate the 

unbelievable breadth of knowledge that Rav Epstein possessed. 

Thousands benefited from Rav Epstein’s clarity of thought and unadulterated daas Torah. They 

sought him out for advice and guidance in all areas, recognizing his lucid manner of thinking and 

his ability to break down issue after issue with the brilliance of a manhig baTorah and without any 

agenda whatsoever. His purity of thought and clarity of vision were unparalleled. 

Gedolim themselves turned to Rav Epstein for his advice and daas Torah. Maran Hagaon Rav 

Shmuel Kamenetsky shlit”a, rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Philadelphia, remarked not long ago that he 

would speak to Rav Epstein - who was a decade younger than him - for his thoughts and Torah 

outlook on various issues. 

The void that has been left with Rav Epstein’s passing is difficult to quantify. He quietly and largely 

behind the scenes guided and directed so many aspects of the American Torah world, 

from yeshivos, to contemporary chinuch, to klal matters. On an individual level, he guided 

thousands of yechidim and families. Klal Yisroel has been left bereft, like children who have lost 

a loving father. 

At Yeshiva Zichron Meilech, located at the corner of Ditmas Avenue and Dahill Road in Brooklyn, 

NY, Rav Epstein delivered riveting shiurim, known for their depth and complexity, as well as 

inspiring and pointed shmuessen, directing his talmidim with love and care. For over four 

decades, Rav Epstein served as rosh yeshiva, and he took a personal interest in his 

many talmidim and cherished the kesher he maintained with them, a relationship that continued 

for years after they left the yeshiva. 



Rav Epstein’s parents were Rav Yosef Dovid and Rebbetzin Shaina Itta Epstein zt”l. Rav Yosef 

Dovid was a respected member of the Mir Yeshiva in Europe, where he maintained an especially 

close relationship with the rosh yeshiva, Rav Eliezer Yehuda Finkel zt”l, and was the mazkir, or 

secretary, of the yeshiva. Rav Yosef Dovid was an outstanding talmid chochom and mechaber 

seforim, and was highly regarded by the other talmidei chachomim of the Mir. The Epstein family 

spent the war years with the Mir Yeshiva in Shanghai and ultimately made their way to American 

shores, residing in Williamsburg. 

Rav Epstein’s wife, who passed away just over four years ago on 6 Cheshvan 5771, was 

Rebbetzin Esther Musha Epstein a”h. Rebbetzin Epstein was born in America in 1943 to her 

parents, Rav Dovid and Rebbetzin Basya Bender. Rav Bender was a master mechanech and a 

menahel in Yeshiva Torah Vodaas, while Rebbetzin Bender was one of the pioneers of the 

American Bais Yaakov movement and a surrogate mother to generations of students. 

Rav Epstein and the Rebbetzin got married in 1961 and then moved to Lakewood, NJ, to join the 

Bais Medrash Govoha kollel, then in its early years, under Rav Aharon Kotler. At the time, the 

Rebbetzin sacrificed greatly to enable Rav Epstein to grow in Torah and become a gadol baTorah. 

The move to Lakewood spelled loneliness, hardship, sacrifice and perhaps even scorn. It was far 

from a popular move and people saw no future in it. But the rosh yeshiva and the rebbetzin did it 

with happiness and grace, recognizing the great opportunity that existed. The rest is history. 

The Epsteins later moved to Boro Park, Brooklyn, where Rav Epstein became known as a marbitz 

Torah and assumed the position of rosh yeshivah of Yeshiva Zichron Meilich. The warm, friendly 

and happy atmosphere of the unadorned and modest Epstein home on 46th Street was a place 

of comfort and chizuk for so many thanks to the greatness and sensitivity of the rosh yeshiva and 

his rebbetzin. 

Over the years, people flocked to Rav Epstein, confided in him, and looked to him for moral and 

physical support. He was very smart and intuitive, with a shrewd understanding of human nature. 

He counseled many people in shalom bayis and other personal issues. He had no airs about him 

and everyone felt comfortable talking to him, thus enabling him to reach all types and relate to 

people on any level. To be able to relate to people of all levels while possessing such remarkable 

greatness in Torah was just one aspect of the gadlus of the rosh yeshiva. 

In June of 2011, Rav Epstein founded Keren Ezer L’Nefesh-Chasdei Esther Musha in memory of 

Rebbetzin Epstein a”h. The mission of the Keren is to provide financial assistance to families of 

yeshiva and Bais Yaakov students who require mental health services. Working together with 

school faculty, Keren Ezer L’Nefesh enables mechanchim and mechanchos to make proper 

mental health care arrangements for those suffering from these challenges and begin the process 

of creating hope and instilling growth in the lives of their talmidim. The Keren has had an amazing 

impact and has helped so many people, all thanks to the rosh yeshiva and his recognition for the 

need of such an organization. 

Sunday, Parshas Bo-2 Shvat 

“The Rebbe R’ Zisha” of Anipoli (1800) famed for his extreme piety (he once fasted 3 days 

after saying Hamotzi “only” with the thought that he was hungry) and great dedication to Pidyon 

Shivuyim. 

Tuesday, Parshas Bo -4 Shvat 

Asher by Yaakov Avinu (1562-1439 B.C.E.) 



R’ Moshe Leib Sassover (1807), another of the Tzadikim who were dedicated to Pidyon 

Shivuyim even after his Petirah, promising to pull every Yid out of Gehenom! 

The Massacre of  “The Lamed Hay” - the 35 volunteers trying to bust through the Gush Etzion 

blockade (1948). R’ Aryeh Levine identified the mutilated and burned corpses using the Goral 

HaGr”a. 

 

“Baba Sali” - R’ Yisroel Abuchatzeirah (1984). Rabbi Israel Abouhassira was born on the day of 

Rosh Hashanah in the year 5650. His father was the Tsaddik Rabbi 

Massoud, the Rabbi of Rissani, a village near Tafilalet. 

From his youth, Rabbi Israel was accustomed to getting up before 

dawn, and after having immersed in the mikveh of purification, he 

hurried to the synagogue for the morning service at Netz HaChama 

(sunrise). He prayed with immense fervor and concentration. After the 

service he would study with great tenacity. 

On the 12th of Iyar, 5668, his father Rabbi Massoud left this world. At 

the time of his passing, Rabbi Israel was 18 years old. Nevertheless 

he was already a Gaon, a man whose fear of Heaven surpassed his 

wisdom. The Jews of Tafilalet begged him to accept, despite his young 

age, the position of Rabbi and to be the spiritual leader of the yeshiva. Being very modest, Rabbi 

Israel tried to evade the responsibilities that they wanted to place on him. However, the Jews of 

Tafilalet knew that it would be difficult for them to find another saintly man such as him. They so 

insisted that he accepted to take on the duties of his father in his place. Thus, besides the position 

of Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Israel was also given responsibility of the Rabbinate. The Jews of Tafilalet 

scrupulously adhered to his directives, and for them his words were like those of the oracle in the 

Holy of Holies. 

In the year 5681, at the age of 31, Rabbi Israel came to visit the Holy Land. All the Gaonim and 

rabbis of the country went to meet him with trepidation and respect, welcoming him with great 

honor. His name was known and famous; he was the holy man who performed miracles and 

whose blessings were always answered. All the inhabitants of Jerusalem rushed to his residence 

in order to receive his blessing. 

Rabbi Israel traveled to Sefat in order to pray at the gravesite of the Tzaddikim, as well as to pray 

for the hastening of the Final Redemption. With a trembling heart he approached the tomb of the 

Saintly Arizal, and for the next hour he prostrated on it and cried. Then, after having immersed 

himself in the frigid waters of the Ari’s mikveh, he asked to visit the synagogue where the Ari 

normally prayed. To his great surprise, access was denied him. The Jewish caretaker of the 

synagogue, the one who held the keys to the place, told him that it had been several years since 

it had closed down, and that no one dared to enter. “Those who dared to try never came out alive,” 

he added, concluding his explanation. Rabbi Israel reassured him, then asked him to kindly give 

him the keys anyways. Trembling with fear, the caretaker gave him the keys, all while trying to 

persuade him that it was best to give up on his plan. A large crowd began to form around the Ari’s 

synagogue, all wanting to witness this event. Tense and fearful, they carefully watched what was 

about to happen. Rabbi Israel took the key and pushed it into the lock of the synagogue’s door. 

The door, which had remained shut for many years, opened with a piercing creak. The spectators’ 

fear began to increase. Rabbi Israel turned towards his servant and said, “Grab my coat and 



follow me. As long as you hold on, no harm will come to you.” With emotions running high, the 

Tzaddik penetrated to the inside of the synagogue, followed by his servant who didn’t dare let go 

of the side of his coat. Rabbi Israel moved towards the Holy Ark, pushed the colorful vale aside, 

and opened the doors of the Ark. He took out the Sefer Torah found inside, placed it on the table, 

then began to read. The servant’s heart almost stopped, not knowing if he was asleep or awake. 

The synagogue then began to fill with a great light, luminous and pure. Rabbi Israel turned towards 

his servant and said, “You can let go of my coat now. Nothing will happen to you. From this day 

on, everyone can come into this synagogue without any worry.” All the Jews who were waiting 

outside were overtaken with joy when they saw the Tsaddik coming out of the synagogue. They 

had been witness to Rabbi Israel’s great saintliness. One after the other, they approached the 

Rabbi to kiss the side of his coat and to receive his blessing. 

Rabbi Israel had great difficulty leaving the Holy Land, which he kept fond memories of. And 

despite his ardent desire to remain there, he decided to return to Tafilalet, to Morocco, to oversee 

his community, one that had been like a flock without its shepherd while he was in Israel. 

The house of Rabbi Israel had become a center of attraction for the Jews of Tafilalet. People 

came knocking at his door day and night: The poor to ask for assistance, the sick to receive his 

blessing in order to get better, and the one who had a dispute with his neighbor in order to get the 

Tsaddik’s verdict. 

Once, during nighttime on Shabbat, Rabbi Israel was studying the secrets of the Torah and 

probing the mysteries of the world. He was so absorbed by his study that he didn’t notice that one 

of the Shabbat candles had fallen to the floor and began a fire. A member of his family, noticing 

the beginnings of this fire, immediately ran towards Rabbi Israel to warn him of the danger. The 

entire house could have caught on fire. Rabbi Israel took his cane and came close to the fire that 

was now beginning to spread. He made as sign in the air with his cane and said, “Master of the 

world! May the fire stop there!” When the flames reached the spot designated by the Tzaddik, the 

fire suddenly went out by itself. 

In the year 5724, Rabbi Israel decided to complete his most cherished plan – to move to the Holy 

Land. The majority of the Jews in Morocco had already left their poor exile and ascended to the 

land of Israel. The great captain and faithful shepherd was not the first to leave. He only accepted 

to leave Morocco when the majority of the Jews had already settled in Israel and cherished its 

land. The news of the Rabbi’s arrival in the Holy Land spread quickly, and hundreds of people 

came to welcome him at the port, among them being great rabbis and important figures. 

From Morocco, Rabbi Israel brought with him all the books and manuscripts that he possessed. 

He wasn’t ready to give them over to anyone. Those whom he closely knew worked for three days 

to pack his books, which filled more than 30 large crates and had to be transported with great 

difficulty by truck to the port. This immense library comprised all sorts of books: Simple 

commentaries, secret commentaries, ancient books, new books, etc. He also possessed books 

of great worth, and manuscripts of great Rabbis and of Rabbis in his family. Just Rabbi Israel’s 

books themselves contained more than 3,000 pages of commentary on the Torah. 

Rabbi Israel, a genius on both the revealed and secret aspects of the Torah, was a very modest 

man. Despite his great scholarship, he never considered himself worthy of all the honors that 

were bestowed upon him. He spoke of the great Sages of the generation with enormous 

deference, as if he were a dwarf standing before giants. Each time that a Talmid Chacham came 



to visit him, he rose in his honor and took the habit of excusing himself by saying, “Pardon me if I 

did not receive you with all the respect that I owe you.” 

One day, his son-in-law found him seated on the floor lamenting. Rabbi Israel said, “People think 

that I have something, or I have a special trait, but I know myself well and I have none of these. 

I’m afraid that in this world, I’ll be awarded everything that is owed to me in the world to come, 

and that’s why I’m lamenting.” 

All his life, Rabbi Israel was infused with the terrible pain caused by the suffering that followed 

the destruction of the Holy Temple and the exile of the Shechinah. He would always bring it to the 

fore by saying, “And the Shechinah, what does it say? ‘They have dishonored me.’’’ In the heart 

of the night, when all of creation was enveloped in deep silence, Rabbi Israel would sit on the 

floor, and from the deepest part of his being he would lament over the exile of the Shechinah and 

the Jewish people who were ridiculed and oppressed. 

On Sunday, the 20th of Tevet 5744, Rabbi Israel fell sick from what would turn out to be his last 

illness. He lay dying for two weeks, during which time all of Israel implored Him who resides in 

the heavens to completely heal him. However the doors of heaven remained shut, and on Sunday, 

the 4th of Shevat 5744, Rabbi Israel was called before the Celestial Court. The terrible news of 

the departure of the Tzaddik spread quickly. All the communities of Israel were affected and in 

mourning. Thousands of Jews cried bitterly over the loss of this great pillar that was no more. 

From that day on, it would no longer be possible to reach the saint, this extraordinary Tzaddik 

whose majesty and splendor illuminated the entire world. May his merit protect us. Amen. (Hevrat 

Pinto, Paris) 

Wednesday, Parshas Bo -5 Shvat 

Rav Aryeh Yehuda Leib Alter of Ger, the Sfas Emes (1847-1905). Since his father, Rav 

Avraham Mordechai, died when he was 8 years old, Rav Yehuda Aryeh 

Leib was raised by his grandfather, the Chidushei Harim. He became 

Admore of Ger at the age of 23 in 1870. On 18 Elul 1901, his wife, Yocheved 

Rivkah, passed away. He then married Raizel, daughter of Rav Baruch of 

Gorlitz, the son of the Sanzer Rav. He fathered a total of ten children. Four 

passed away in childhood and the surviving children were: his eldest son 

the author of the Imrei Emes, Rav Moshe Betzalel, Rav Nechemia of Lodz, 

and Rav Menachem Mendel of Pavinezh. His two sons-in-law were Rav Yaakov Meir Biderman, 

dayan in Warsaw, and Rav Tzvi Chanoch HaKohen Levine, Rav of Bandin. 

Thursday, Parshas Bo -6 Shvat 

Rav Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum of Sighet, the Atzei Chaim (1936), oldest son of Rav Chananya 

Yom Tov Lipa Teitelbaum, the Kedushas Yom Tov, and brother of Rav Yoel 

Teitelbaum, the Satmer Rav. He succeeded his father as Rav of Sighet. The 

second Bobover Rov, R’ Ben-Tzion, was his brother-in-law. He was also the 

father-in-law of the late Klauzenburger Rov, ztvk”l. 

 

 

 



The Skolya Rebbe - R’ Dovid Yitzchok Isaac Rabinowitz, ztvk”l of Brooklyn (1979). Tenth and 

last in a line of Rebbes who passed “Semichas Admorim of The Ba’al 

Shem Tov HaKodosh” from generation to generation. The last remnant of 

the mystical Chasidic Rebbes of Europe. The Rebbe followed the tradition 

of the previous Rebbes, to expound at the Shabbos Tish, on whatever 

Pasuk from the Parsha that a randomly selected participant would pick. 

Although unprepared, he might speak for hours, offering numerous 

insights on that Pasuk, often including deep Kabbalistic concepts – all with 

amazing clarity, for all to understand. His Hasmada was legendary. Even 

as a youngster, he was known to immerse his feet into buckets of ice 

water, so as not to fall asleep through long nights of uninterrupted study. R’ Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, 

was heard to comment that he, famed for his own Hasmada, was envious of the Hasmada of the 

Skolya Rebbe. זכותו יגן עלינו. 
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