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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Shemos 5776 

 Educating Children  

We are witness today to the worrying development of 
children from Torah homes going off the Derech. This has 
even happened in the homes of some of the most famous 
Tzaddikim of our generation. The influence of the street is 
very great, and unfortunately can sometimes have a 
horrendous effect on these precious children.           

There are times, however, when the damage and bad 
influence comes from inside the house. Some parents simply 
do not know how to educate their children. When they see 
that their child is not learning or davening properly, they start 
demanding that he do so in a very forceful way. This just 
causes a child to hate learning or davening even more.              

“Forcing” is not a method of education! It does not help, 
and just causes children to hate their parents. I know a person 
who often tries to be Mekarev these children, and he says that 
most of them have a horrible degree of hate towards their 
parents due to their attempts to coerce them to perform 
Mitzvos. This is one of the reasons that they turned against 
Torah.       

The best Chinuch (education) is when a child does not 
need to be ordered around, and merely acts as he sees his 
parents act. A child is naturally influenced by what he sees in 
his house and in school.  

The Chazon Ish writes in Emunah u’Bitachon (ch. 4) that if 
a teacher disciplines his class with anger, his students will 
learn that anger is an important Middah to have and use. In 
fact, anger is a horrible Middah to acquire and use. However, 
children do not understand this, as they merely mirror what 
they see. If a child is forced to do things, he sees parents who 
do not care about what he wants, and merely look at him as a 
puppet who must obey orders. This causes him not to care 
about what they want, and act against their will. This is the 
unfortunate but natural result of this type of parenting.   

A parent should talk in a roundabout way regarding which 
behaviors and actions are praiseworthy, and which are not. 
However, he should never force, as forcing is not educating.  

Another important aspect of education is not to give a 
child everything he wants. If he always gets what he 
wants, he will think that his will is more important that 
the will of his parents. He will come to look down on them, 
and do whatever he wants. A child has to be able to give in 
to the will of his parents. Parents have to try to establish 
in their child a proper balance of love for his parents, 
alongside honor for his parents. This also helps train him 
to realize he is not the sole authority in this world. This 
helps him serve Hashem during his life, as he already has 
been trained to understand that he is not the ultimate 
authority.                      

   Stories and Advice on Education   

There are some children who are very gentle and sensitive. 
One must be extra careful when educating this type of child. 
For example, I remember a boy who was burned out of 
learning. This was because his parents had always egged him 
on to learn more, and this was beyond his capability. Even 
though they did not force him to be better, they gave him the 
feeling that they were not happy with him. They were always 
very critical. This caused him to lack any reason to put 
forward more effort, as whatever he would do within his 
abilities his parents would deem a failure. He does not hate 
his parents, but is a very unhappy person. He currently is 
someone who helps his Rosh Yeshivah with different tasks 
(that do not involve learning).                                    

There is another boy that I know who had a learning 
disability. His parents tried to push him to learn, but he 
simply could not. They then tried forcing him to learn, but it 
was beyond his abilities. He eventually went off the Derech, 
but Baruch Hashem has since been Chozer b’Teshuvah. 
Today, he learns Mishnayos and Halachah, but not Gemara.    
He has difficulty learning Gemara at all, as he remembers his 
childhood and the pressure that he had to learn Gemara. The 
true way a person must educate his children to learn Gemara 
is through a love and enjoyment of Gemara, not through 
forcing. 
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There are some schools where children learn Gemara in 
order to pass a test and receive a certificate, but they are not 
taught to enjoy and love learning Gemara. Some of these 
students also hate learning Gemara, because it is just an 
obstacle in the way of their getting their degree (as is the case 
in some schools in Israel). They are forced to learn it to get 
their degree, and therefore end up hating it.  

Parents must learn to refrain from forcing children to learn 
and perform Mitzvos. They must think of ways to educate 
them to want to do these things, instead of forcing them to do 
things.  

 Educating About Tefilah       

There was a boy in Yeshivah high school who learned 
well, but did not like davening in his Yeshivah. He would go 
to daven in a nearby shul. His parents were thinking that they 
should force him to daven in the Yeshivah. They asked Rav 
Aharon Leib Shteinman shlit”a regarding what they should 
do. Rav Shteinman answered that if they want their son to 
remain frum they should let him daven in the shul, because if 
they force him to daven in Yeshivah they will achieve the 
exact opposite result.             

It is common that children in elementary school or boys 
in high school do not take davening seriously. This is 
because they do not understand the value and importance 
of davening. The way to educate them is not to force them 
to daven, but rather to learn Hilchos Tefilah with them. 
One must explain to them what it is to daven, the holiness 
one achieves through davening, why it is important to 
daven with proper intent, and what they are missing when 
they do not do so. They must be led to understand why it 
is important. This is the only way to educate children to 
daven. If a child never saw a proper davening, and was 
never educated about davening, or was forced to daven, it 
is understandable why he does not want to daven!    

    Kiruv with Off the Derech Teens 

If a child is off the Derech, whether due to bad education, 
bad friends, exposure to technology, or other reasons, the only 
way to possibly be Mekarev him is to give him a good 
feeling. He should feel that he is not any more distant from 
his parents than the other children in his family. If the 
younger children ask questions about their older sibling who 
has gone astray, they should be told that the older sibling 
unfortunately does not understand how he is supposed to act. 
They should be told that we must all daven and hope that he 
will soon understand the proper way to act. They also must 
understand that his bad behaviors are forbidden, and there 
should be no imitation of such behaviors by the other 

children. However, the younger children should be taught to 
feel bad for their older sibling. This is as long as he is not a 
bad influence on the younger children in the house. 
Distancing such a child will not end up bringing him closer to 
Yiddishkeit (or his parents). The only hope for him to be 
Chozer b’Teshuvah is to be Mekarev him and give him a 
good feeling of being loved and wanted. This is the only way 
to deal with this issue. There is no other way.                

I personally know a frum family that had an off the Derech 
son who ended up publicly desecrating Shabbos. This son 
kept in touch with his parents, and they maintained a 
relationship with their son. One day, he asked his parents to 
buy him a car. They were very wealthy, and had the means to 
buy the car. The parents wanted to give him the car on 
condition that he would not use it on Shabbos. The father 
went to the Chazon Ish zt”l, and asked him how they should 
reply to their son’s request. The Chazon Ish replied, “Give 
him the car unconditionally.” The husband went back home 
and told his wife the answer, but she did not believe that he 
had correctly understood the Chazon Ish’s answer. She 
maintained that they could only give the car on condition that 
he was not Mechallel Shabbos. They therefore ended up 
making this condition with their son. Since then, he has only 
grown more distant from them and from Yiddishkeit!              

Educating  Ourselves 

We must remember that not only must we educate our 
children; we also must educate ourselves! We must realize 
that there is a very serious obligation for us to learn Torah. 
Just as the reward for learning Torah is very great, the 
punishment for Bitul Torah is very severe. This is as the 
Sharei Teshuvah writes that the punishment for transgressing 
a Mitzvah can be derived from the amount of reward a person 
receives for doing that Mitzvah.      

We have discussed this obligation at length. It is a very 
sweet obligation that a person can be drawn to very easily. It 
is so sweet that a person must be careful not to overexert 
himself when he learns Torah. It is not difficult to be a person 
who constantly learns Torah, once a person is able to taste the 
sweetness in the words of Torah.  

It is not difficult for a person, even a young person, to 
know Shas. It was more common for people to finish Shas 
before the start of the Yeshivah system (which started to 
emphasize learning slowly and in-depth). My grandfather, the 
“Chidushei Ben Aryeh,” finished Shas the year after he 
became Bar Mitzvah. He would sit in a shul in Kamenitz and 
learn for many hours a day. He managed to finish Shas that 
year. While he made many more Siyumim of Shas, he always 
remarked that he mainly remembered Shas from the first time 
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that he learned it in Kamenitz, which was one hundred and 
fifty years ago. However, even today when boys are in 
Yeshivos, they can utilize their free time wisely and end up 
knowing Shas. They can learn many Dapim at a time and 
review them many times until they become people who know 
Shas!  

In our generation, there is something which causes 
tremendous Bitul Torah. It is called a cell phone. There are 
many Yeshivos that do not allow any cell phones at all. If 
someone has to call his home, there are payphones available. 
A boy should avoid having a cell phone. I am not discussing 
the smartphones that include all seven levels of Gehinnom! 
Even a kosher cell phone causes a Yeshivah boy to engage in 
Bitul Torah! A Yeshivah boy should not have a cell phone in 
his room, pocket, or even in his house! He should not use cell 
phones, but rather concentrate on learning Torah, unless he 
has a special reason that he needs to have a cell phone.  

May we all merit Siyata Dishmaya in our Torah learning!                                                               

 “Ki Atem Ha’Me’at” 

[The following is from a speech given by the Rosh 
Yeshivah at a family Simchah this week.] 

The Gemara in Chulin (89a) discusses the Passuk, “It is not 
due to your being many that Hashem desired you, for you are 
the smallest of the nations.” The Gemara comments that this 
means that Hashem chose us because even when He gives us 
greatness, we humble ourselves before Him. When Hashem 
gave greatness to Avraham, Avraham said, “I am like earth 
and ashes.” When Hashem gave greatness to Moshe and 
Aharon, they said, “And what are we?” When Hashem gave 
greatness to David Ha’Melech, he said, “And I am a worm, 
not a man.”  

The Gemara continues that Moshe and Aharon were even 
more humble than Avraham, as Moshe and Aharon said they 
are nothing at all, while Avraham said he was earth and ashes, 
which is something. My Rebbi, Rav Dessler zt”l, added that 
Avraham was still more humble than David Ha’Melech, as a 
worm has life and can move, and therefore is more important 
than earth and ashes. 

Even though Moshe and Aharon performed the Makos in 
Egypt, took Bnei Yisrael out of Egypt, helped Bnei Yisrael 
cross the Yam Suf, and Moshe brought the Torah down from 
Har Sinai, they still said, “We are nothing.” This is because 
the closer a person is to Hashem, the more it is apparent to 
him that the gifts that he has are not really his. Everything is 
given to a person from Heaven. Every breath we take is given 
to us by Hashem, as the Bereishis Rabah (14:9) says, “Kol 
Ha’Neshamah Tehalel Kah – Al Kol Neshimah v’Neshimah” 

– “Every soul must praise Hashem – (we derive this to mean a 
person must thank Hashem) for every breath.” 

While we also believe this, Moshe Rabeinu understood it 
with clarity. Avraham Avinu also had a similar clarity, albeit 
slightly less, and David Ha’Melech’s clarity was slightly less 
than that of Avraham. However, they all had a very clear 
understanding that their tremendous talents were not really 
theirs. 

Chazal say that, “The Shechinah spoke through the throat 
of Moshe Rabeinu.” This means that Moshe Rabeinu did not 
even view himself as important because he was the person 
who was transmitting the will of Hashem. He looked as 
though he had merely been chosen as the vehicle, “the 
microphone” so to speak, of Hashem.                                                         

It is interesting to note that in Elokai Netzor at the end of 
Shemonah Esreh, we ask, “And let my soul be like earth to 
all.” Why don’t we ask to be so humble that we do not 
consider ourselves like anything at all, as did Moshe and 
Aharon? After all, didn’t we just establish that this is the 
highest level of humility?     

The answer is that the Torah in Bamidbar (12:3) testifies 
that Moshe Rabeinu was the most humble person to ever walk 
the earth. Since he received the highest level of prophecy, he 
was the only one who could be this humble. However, it is 
possible for an extremely righteous person to reach the level 
of Avraham Avinu, and consider himself like earth.     

If we would ask that we should be so humble that we 
consider ourselves like nothing, it would be a “Tefilas Shav 
(invalid prayer).” However, it is possible for a person to be 
like the Avos. This is as the Tana Dvei Eliyahu (ch. 25) states, 
“A person should say, “When will my actions be comparable 
to the actions of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov?”             

[However, Tosfos in Berachos (17a) explains this Tefilah 
in a different manner. He explains, “Just as earth is never 
destroyed, so too our children should never be destroyed, as 
the Passuk states, “And your children will be like the earth of 
the land.”]                      

Yaakov Avinu stated in Bereishis (32:11), “Katonti 
Mi’Kol Ha’Chassadim” – “I have been lessened from all of 
the kindnesses.” In other words, the more kindness that a 
person receives from Hashem, the more reason for a person to 
feel humble. He realizes that he should have so much Hakaras 
Ha’Tov to Hashem for giving him so much. This strengthens 
a person’s understanding of how he must have humility 
before Hashem.  

This is the meaning of the Gemara we quoted above. 
Hashem loves us as we are humble when He makes us great. 
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We recognize that this means we should become humble 
before Hashem, and do not use this as an excuse to be 
haughty (and think that everything is due to our efforts).        

When a person is elevated to a prominent position, it is 
difficult not to feel that they are now a person of importance. 
He must understand that his promotion was simply a Chessed 
from Hashem. The way to ensure that one understands this, is 
to learn Sifrei Mussar. There is a chapter regarding this in 
Chovos Ha’Levavos, and two chapters on acquiring humility 
in Mesilas Yesharim.  

I know of a certain person who used to enjoy reading the 
introductions to the Sefarim of many Acharonim. He would 
use these introductions as a Mussar Sefer, because he would 

see how they would write, despite their greatness, that people 
should not rely on their responses for Halachah l’Ma’aseh.     

May we all merit success in our Avodas Hashem, and in 
this merit receive much blessing and success!      

               

 

 
 

(This discourse was delivered in Teves 5776.) 
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