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 It says in this week’s Parsha, “Pinchas the son of Elazar the son of Aharon HaKohen has 

turned My anger away from Bnei Yisrael by zealously avenging Me among them, so that I did not 
destroy Bnei Yisrael, because of My zeal….It shall be for him and for his descendants after him 
as an eternal covenant of kehunah, because he was zealous for his God.” (Bamidbar 25;11-13).  
The Tiferes Shlomo asks: We know that Hashem repays every person’s actions ‘midah k’neged 
midah’ (measure for measure). What is the midah k’neged midah of Pinchas’s action of killing 
Zimri and his reward of receiving Kehunah? Additionally, the Zohar Hakadosh asks, how did 
Pinchas merit the Kehunah by killing Zimri? The halacha is that that a Kohen who kills cannot go 
up to duchin (Brachos 32b). Furthermore, how did killing Zimri cause Pinchas to merit an atonement 
for Klal Yisroel and save them from total destruction? 

The Mesilas Yisharim writes (Ch. 19): A person has to love Hashem like a son loves his 
father; this is a natural love that his nature compels upon him, like it says “Is he not your Father, 
your Master?” (Devarim 32;6). One of the offshoots of love is kinah (zealousness). This is obvious, 
because if someone loves his friend, he will not be able to tolerate anyone insulting his friend, and 
will rush to his defense. Similarly, someone who loves Hashem will not be able to tolerate seeing 
others desecrating Hashem’s name, Heaven Forbid, or violating his commandments. He will 
therefore fight against the wicked people… because this is the intensity of the love of someone 
who truly loves his Creator. And it says (Tehilim 97:10): “Those who love Hashem hate evil”.  

The Zohar says: “Anyone who loves without acting zealous does not have real love. Once 
he is zealous, the love is complete.” 

“Haboel aramis, kanayim pogim bo (zealots may kill him). This is the Halacha, but we 
don’t rule this way”. Why not? Only a person whose sole intention is for Kavod Shamayim (the 
honor of Hashem) can follow this Halacha. However, if a person has any ulterior motive, even the 
slightest, there is no mitzvah for him to kill, and it is actually considered murder. Only a true 
Kanai (zealot) who is filled with pure love of Hashem may follow this Halacha. We find that by 
killing Zimri, Pinchas showed a complete love for Hashem, like the Zohar, writes “once he is 
zealous, the love is complete.” 
The greatness of Pinchas’s action doesn’t end here. The Tiferes Shlomo writes that there are 
tzadikim who are happy to do the will of their Creator and give up their lives Al Kiddush Hashem. 
They willingly place themselves in a perilous situation to show the public that they are being Moser 
Nefesh (sacrificing their lives) for Hashem. One example of this is Mordechai Hatzadik, who could 
have avoided Haman entirely, but instead deliberately confronted him to show everyone that he 
would not bow down to him. Similarly, we see that Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah went to the 



king and told him that they would not bow down to the idol. Certainly the king didn’t decree that 
everyone should come out en masse to bow down to the idol; rather, only those in front of the idol 
had to bow down to it. Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah could have remained safe, away from 
the king, but due to their great desire to be Moser Nefesh for Hashem, they could not hold 
themselves back. They went deliberately - to show the world how much they loved Hashem. It is 
important to note that according to Halacha, it is forbidden for someone to put himself in a 
position of danger; not only will he not get rewarded for this, but he will be punished and 
descend to Gehenom. This didn’t matter to them - they were even willing to get punished - 
out of their overpowering love and burning desire to be Moser Nefesh for Hashem.  

Using this, the Tiferes Shlomo explains the Mishna in Pirkei Avos (1:3) “Don’t be like a 
servant who serves his master in order to be rewarded. Instead be like a servant who serves his 
master without any condition to be rewarded.” The Tiferes Shlomo brings down another version 
which reads “Instead be like a servant who serves his master on condition that he will NOT be 
rewarded.” At first glance, this is hard to understand; what does it mean to serve Hashem on 
condition that you will “not be rewarded”? We see that there is a level of avodas Hashem where a 
person is willing to serve Hashem and even get punished for his actions; he is willing to descend 
to Gehenom for the sake of Hashem’s honor! 

Now we can understand the greatness of Pinchas’s action. The Halacha is that a Kohen 
who kills loses his Kehuna. The Gemara explains (Zevachim 101b) that according to R’ Yehudah and 
R’ Shimon, Pinchas was already a Kohen at the time he killed Zimri. Despite this, out of his 
great love for Hashem, Pinchas was ready to lose his Kehuna for the sake of Kavod Hashem. 
Specifically because of this, he was rewarded midah k’neged midah with the bracha of Kehuna -  
that he and his descendants would be Kohanim Gedolim (Maharsha). 

Why was Pinchas rewarded with Kehunah Gedolah specifically? The Zohar Hakodosh 
says that a man is a microcosm of the world and whatever is found in the world, is found in man. 
The Kodesh Hakadashim is represented by a man’s heart. As we know, love emanates from the 
heart, like it says “Love Hashem with all your heart” (Devarim 6:5). When Pinchas purified his heart 
and reached the supreme level of Ahavas Hashem, he merited the Kehunah Gedolah - the 
opportunity to go in to the Kodesh Hakadashim, which symbolizes the heart. 

Now we can understand how through his actions, Pinchas settled Hashem’s anger and 
brought a Kaparah (atonement) for Bnei Yisroel. It is brought down in the sefarim that the 
purpose of Torah and Mitzvos is to bring a person to Ahavas Hashem (HaMefaresh L’HaRambam, 
Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah beginning of Ch. 2). We see that what Hashem desires most is a Jew’s love for 
him. Therefore, when a Jew devotes his love to something else, Hashem, so to speak, gets “jealous” 
because he really wants that love to be directed to Him. When Bnei Yisroel sinned in illicit 
relationships, they directed their love for Hashem to something else, causing Hashem to get very 
angry. Pinchas offered a love so intense, that he made up for all the love Bnei Yisroel diverted 
from Hashem. This is how Pinchas settled Hashem’s anger and brought a Kaparah for Bnei 
Yisroel. May we all merit to truly love Hashem with all our heart!  
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