
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

In this week’s Torah portion, the Torah points out that kohanim need to be extremely careful not to 

violate certain laws, as can be seen from the deaths of Aron Hakohen’s sons.  It’s written in the Torah 

(Vaikra16:1): “Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of Aaron’s two sons, when they approached 

before Hashem, and they died.” And the command was given over to Aron Hakohen that he shall not 

come to the “Koidesh-Sanctuary” at anytime ...so he will not die; for in a cloud will I appear upon Ark-

cover.”  

Why did Hashem specify exactly how and when to come in to “Koidesh-Sanctuary”? We also know that 

Torah was written for all the generation, and these words are here to teach us an important lesson in 

life. 

Let’s try to explain with the following story. 

Someone I know, was past due a few months in his mortgage. He tried to push forward and pay for the 

next month’s mortgage, but the bank would not agree to continue on those terms until old the balance 

was paid. And the bank began a foreclosure process, calling him to court to answer the summons, 

letting the tenants know that house is for foreclosure. It was very embarrassing, but losing his house 

really was not an option, because he has a large family and there is nowhere to go. The bank offered a 

settlement to pay $18,000 by the due date, which came out on the 7th day of Passover.  

He had nowhere to turn, just to his Father in Heaven, and have a real Emuna- Believing & Bitochon-

Relying fully on Hashem, an Emuna that can make a real miracle… 

A week before Passover his friend called and said that he was able to obtain $10,000 and then few days 

later another friend called and told him that he will help him out with $8,000. 

Hashem, Blessed His Name, made a tremendous miracle in our eyes (because for Hashem it’s the same 

miracle anything else) and the money was available. He made a certified check, and 2 days before 

holiday sent the check overnight to the bank. He was singing and thanking Hashem at every possible 

opportunity.  After first day’s holiday he called the bank to make sure they received the money and 

foreclosure stopped. The bank advised him that they received the check but it looked to them like a 

personal check and therefore they returned check back to him. He could not come back to himself…          
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It was a total disaster, by the time the check will come back, the due date will pass and the foreclosure 

will just continue. There is no another $18,000 to find now to wire it to the bank. He called numerous 

times to the bank trying to explain that it’s absurd, and how can they make such mistake, it was 100% 

certified check, but the was no one to talk to, because all these agents never saw this check and it was 

just mailed back.  

But how I can give up now, he thought to himself, if Hashem showed a real miracle, by giving from 

nowhere $18,000 on time! What happened to Emuna? Why does it feel like I am lost now?!  

He sat down to learn Gemara as usual, just thinking to himself, that there is only one thing he wants, 

that Hashem should just be near him. He read in a Sefer Darkei Noam that the real Emuna in Hashem is 

called “Emuna Hamaveteret”- it means that a person has to nullify his will and his mind to Hashem, and 

Hashem wants it to be a certain way.  Before the Nation of Israel left Egypt, their will was nullified to the 

will of Hashem, and they were ready to go with Hashem anywhere He wants them to go, even in the 

desert with snakes and scorpions, and the salvation came, and they were taken out with Clouds of 

Glory!  

But when they were standing by the sea, and Egyptians were running after them, they began 

complaining to Moshe Rabbeinu – Do you want us to die here?! That's not the way to treat us! Hearing 

all of it, the sea refused to split, but when Nachshon Ben Aminadav jumped in to the water, showing an 

act that he is completely nullified to the will of Hashem, then sea spitted.   

After reading all about it, he got up and said Tehilim and begged Hashem: ”Hashem, You know much 

better the way it should be, and I want to rely on you completely, just stand near me, hold me, like is 

says by King David, so I won’t have to live with worries!” 

A day before 7th day of Passover he called the bank to ask them if they can give him few more days of 

extension until the check comes back, and it will be then wired to them.  

The bank representative explained that his check was processed, and there is no need to do it anymore.  

He went to his room and began crying… All it was, just a test on the emuna. Hashem wanted to see that 

he is ready to nullify his will to Hashem, to do it the way He wants it. 

We understand that things should happen a certain way. And this way is the only way it will work. But 

the fact is that we need to fully trust and rely on Hashem, not on the way we want it.  

If we analyze the death of Aron Hakohen’s sons, we will see that they died while trying to become closer 

to Hashem, but they wanted to become closer the way they understood it. That’s why Torah explains 

exactly how and when it should be done; otherwise it can cause death, Hashem forbid.  

The lesson we need to learn for ourselves is to understand well our obligation to do Hashem’s will and 

follow His guidance. Whatever we do, we must remember that we are nullified to His will completely, 

and just work our ways around the way He wants to be.  

It doesn’t matter if it’s a halacha that we must follow even if gets us out of comfortable zone, or it’s an 

emuna test on any aspect of our life where we don’t understand exactly everything, and we lose our 

control over it. Hashem is in charge, and we must rely on Him completely by doing the best we can.  

May Hashem help us to pass all the tests with ease and have His presence in front of us always! 
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It is written in the weekly portion Kedoshim, “…You shall be holy, for I, the L-rd, your Hashem, am holy” 

(Vaikra 19:2).  What exactly does Hashem expect from us?   

Let’s try to understand it with the following story: 

World War II just ended.  Moshe managed to survive the atrocities of Auschwitz.  Like thousands of 

others, he lost all of his relatives.  War left him dreading the future, so he decided to leave Europe and 

move somewhere far-far away.  He immigrated to Brazil and became Michael Groom. 

Michael found a job at a pharmaceutical company.  In short time, thanks to his sharp brain and 

dedication, he became the head of development of a very important component of the new drug.  His 

firm was competing with another American drug company, and the owner hoped very much to be on 

the lead in the production.  Michael put forth all his efforts to achieve the goal. 

In the end they succeeded, and the owner, thrilled from the victory, made a banquet for all who 

participated in the project.  Even though those were poor post-war times, the tables were loaded with 

all kinds of delicacies. 

It is well known that alcohol lets the secrets out, and in the course of the meal the company owner 

proclaimed loudly: 

--I will never forgive those, who took our Fuhrer!  Hai Fuhrer! 

When Michael heard it, he shuddered.   

--How can you say this? – He asked. 

--Ah! You are a Jew, that’s why you are complaining.  Shut your mouth before I tore it open! 

--What! – exclaimed Michael. – My name is Michael Groom.  Don’t insult me. 

--I know you are a Jew.  It’s written on your face, - the owner roared with wild laughter. 

All guests laughed with him.  Michael hurried to leave the hall. He was stricken with terror.  He 

understood that there is no place on earth where he can just be, without a reminder of who he really 

is. 

Michael understood that even though Jews live in Diaspora all over the world, they can’t hide their 

identity, no matter what they look like.  And if they try, then Creator of the World reminds them 

through His messengers. 

What is it mean holy? 



The word “holy” means “separate”.  This is what Torah wants to teach us: be separate from other 

nations, separate from their norms, their nonkosher food, their immodest clothing, from chasing the 

material.   

This is the way we are created, and our goal is to be closer to Hashem.  We carry a part of Hashem 

inside of us, and it is called a soul.  It is as if He is saying, “I am inside of you, and just like I am Holy, so 

you, too, be holy”.  Nesivat Shalom explains that the soul will never let the Jew be happy when he is 

connected to the material, but only when he is detached from it –when he learns Torah and fulfills 

commandments undisturbed. 

 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 
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