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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the transition

from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to send you this sicha

without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that

if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their ongoing support for the

Yeshiva in general and specifically our computer center. This enables us to communicate this sicha to you each

week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Ki Tavo

KI TAVO 5777

CROWNING HAKADOSH BARUCH HU

There are three special brachos associated with the day of Rosh Hashana - referred to as malchuyos,

zichronos, and shofaros. Our custom is to say them in musaf, though there are other opinions. What's

the meaning behind the bracha of malchuyos? It means as the name implies, that Hakadosh Baruch

Hu is King of the Universe. But isn't every day of the year filled with brachos announcing that Hashem

is King: "Baruch ata Hashem Elokenu Melech Haolam", why then do we require a special bracha for

this on Rosh Hashana?

The fact is that every morning and evening of the year we mention yetzias Mitzrayim, yet there's one

special night of the year devoted to elaborating and speaking about the subject. By the same token,

we  mention  day  in  and  day  out  that  Hashem  is  King  but  there's  one  special  day  devoted  to

elaborating on this. Rosh Hashana is the day of the coronation of the King - He's always King but this

is the day of the coronation. To celebrate this we have a feast.

Although the elaboration of malchuyos is in the musaf, the bracha "Melech al kol haaretz mekadesh

Yisrael veYom HaZikaron is mentioned other times at well - in all the Shmone Esreis, in Kiddush, and

in the bracha after thehaftarah.   On the surface, the bracha appears to violate a halachah that a

conclusion of a bracha may not be comprised of two subjects. For instance, our Shmone Esrei begins
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"Elokei Avraham, Elokei Yitzchak, veElokei Yaakov ..." but only concludes with "Magen Avraham". The

next bracha as well is comprised of a few ideas and yet only concludes with "mechaye hameisim".

How then can we conclude both with the idea that Hashem is King over the entire universe and that

He sanctifies the Day of Remembrance?

I believe that there is really only one conclusion of the bracha. The idea of malchus is not particular to

this bracha but is the essence of the day. While it's true that we don't say viduy on Rosh Hashana, we

musn't forget that it's the first day of Aseres Yemei Teshuva. The way to teshuva is to accept upon

ourselves that Hashem is King of the Universe, there's nothing above Him< His will runs the world.

His will is that everything will be good for us, the Torah is food of good. We say every day that He's

the Elyon, He's the reason for all reasons, He never changes and nothing can change Him. This is

what Rosh Hashana is all about - to internalize this feeling and understanding, and this is what we are

celebrating.

Immediately after Shema Yisrael Hashem Elokenu Hashem Echad where we declare that He is the

One and Only, we say "Baruch Shem kevod Malchus leolam vaed". The Gemara gives a reason for

this, but I would like to suggest another reason. There are many who would mention the President

without truly admiring him. However, if one were to say "He's the President, long live the President"

then you truly admire him. We mention Hashem is One and immediately bless His Kingdom to show

that we truly love Him and believe He's One.

Nothing in the world changes unless He wants it to. He is the only truth, and is seen from the fact

that Krias Shema where we declare He is One, concludes with the word "emes". He's the only truth -

everything depends on Him.

This is malchuyos - to elaborate and speaking about His Kingship, that He's above time, distance, and

nature. When we do this, then we have truly coronated Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
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