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 20:12 18:54 ירושלים
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1. 515 Prayers, numerical value of “Vaeschanan” (ואתחנן) 

 
“And Moshe prayed at that time saying.” Our Sages taught 
us that Moshe Rabbeinu prayed 515 prayers, according to 
the numerical value of “Vaeschanan”, beseeching Hashem 
to allow him to enter the land of Israel. Hashem told him 
“Enough. Do not continue to speak to me about this.” His 
request was not accepted and he did not merit to enter into 
the land of Israel. 
At first glance, this message doesn’t seem to fit our notion 
of prayer. How could the prayers of such a great tzadik as 
Moshe Rabbeinu not be fulfilled? What is the Torah 
teaching us here? 
We may gain insight into these issues from two verses in 
Parsha Ha’azeinu. “The actions of the (mighty) Rock are 
complete, for all His ways are judgement. A faithful (Emuna)  
G-d without injustice, He is righteous and upright.” This 
verse teaches us of all-encompassing Emuna that absolutely 
everything that happens to a person comes from G-d in a 
righteous and upright manner. Even if life doesn’t unfold as 
we desire, even if our prayers are not fulfilled, we have 
clear Emuna that the situation is in perfect accordance with 
Hashem’s will. He is the absolute sovereign over every 
single aspect of the world, ruling all alone.  
 

2. Prayer as Connection 
 
We tend to think of prayer as a means to the end of 
fulfilling our desires. If we get what we asked for, that 
shows how much Hashem loves and cares us as He grants 
our wishes. This is a superficial understanding. Moshe 
Rabbeinu taught us a much greater lesson: Prayer connects! 
Its result is the connection of man to his Creator and 
Master! The gift of prayer is the prayer! 
When one prays to Hashem, he repeatedly focuses on 
Hashem as one, unique and special, master of all forms of 
power (אחד יחיד ומיוחד ובעל הכוחות כולם). He reflects and 
feels Hashem’s will as all-encompassing and determining 

absolutely everything that happens in the world. With this 
awareness he turns to Hashem and requests His favor. 
Every single prayer strengthens and deepens this 
awareness which grows to permeate his entire being. 
“Hashem is here. Hashem is there. Hashem is 
everywhere!” With this recognition one is raised to a 
higher plane of existence.  
Moshe Rabbeinu’s prayers convey a powerful message. 
Even though he couldn’t enter the land of Israel, he rose to 
greater levels through these prayers. He acquired ever 
higher awareness  of Hashem’s omnipotence and 
presence, benevolence and uprightness. The 515 prayers 
catapulted his awareness of Hashem’s constant and 
exacting  watchfulness over the most minute details of His 
creations. 
These 515 prayers were not a means, they were the goal! 
Moshe Rabbeinu did not perceive them as a spade for 
digging and for pushing his way into the land of Israel. They 
were so empowering that even without any request, they 
were immensely beneficial to Moshe Rabbeinu. 
Our sages taught us that no prayer returns unanswered. 
Moshe Rabbeinu merited Hashem showing him the entire 
holy land. For our part, we learn from here that even 
during difficult times when we see no hope of salvation 
arising from our prayers, that our prayers serve as a great 
means to draw close to Hashem. Even if the prayer did not 
bring what we requested, it did raise us up heavenward. 
 

3. Successful Prayer 
 

Many pray for livelihood, health, shidduchim etc. When 
they don’t see the desired results, they are disappointed 
and think to themselves, what’s the point of the tribulation 
that Hashem sent me, even davening hasn’t helped to 
break down the barrier between me and my Creator. 
However, prayer is not just a means of fulfilling our needs 
and desires; prayer connects us to the Almighty and raises 
us to a higher level from which we can attain the emuna 
that everything that happens is for the good. ▼▼ 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
We see a hint to this is the verse in our parsha “Who is like 
G-d our L-rd whenever we call out to him”. When we call 
out and daven to Hashem we come to the realisation that 
“who is like G-d”! Ein Od Milvado! We achieve Rav Chaim of 
Volozhin’s well-known segula to be saved from any harm by 
concentrating exclusively on the fact that there is no force 
in the world other than Hashem’s will. 
 

4. The 515 Prayers 
 
There is a  deeper kabbalistic significance to the 515 prayers 
that Moshe Rabbeinu prayed.  
If you add up all the sefirot (kabbalistic levels and aspects of 
spiritual energy) in each of the 5 spiritual worlds, they total  
515. This number represents the fact that Moshe covered 
every single hidden esoteric aspect of prayer that exists. If 
he had added one more prayer, it would been all-
encompassing and would have broken through. At this 
point, Hashem told him, “Enough, do not continue…” 
 
We learn that a person experiences a different connection 
each time he prays. No two prayers are the same, even by 
the same person. One day his prayer comes with emotion, 
another day it is with humility, another prayer is an 
outpouring of his soul. Each prayer represents a different 
aspect. 
 
So if you pray again and again without being answered, it 
doesn’t mean anything about you. Don’t give up! Each 

prayer acts in a different world, and maybe the next prayer 
will be the one that will achieve the salvation that you are 
waiting for.  
 

5. Secrets of Prayer 
 

We sometimes feel our prayers are dry and without 
feeling, like a lifeless body. The inner secret of these 
prayers is most high for it represents Malchus (Monarchy). 
Malchus has nothing of its own, it only represents the 
kingdom. This level of prayers have nothing of their own 
and thus feel empty and unworthy of being presented to 
Hashem. We need to appreciate the great value of these 
prayers since our situation at this time is anything but 
hopeless. Additionally, our next prayer may well be 
heartfelt and gushing with emotion.  
 
Sometimes we find ourselves dealing with foreign thoughts 
during prayer. These thoughts may well occur when a 
person rises to a higher level than previously, something 
which greatly disturbs the evil inclination, who pushes in 
these thoughts to fell a person from his new level. Instead 
of feeling hopeless and disgusting, unworthy of appearing 
before the King, we should focus on where this is coming 
from. The distracting thoughts are the strongest testimony 
of our progress and closeness. If this is where the enemy is 
attacking, then the enemy recognizes the value of what is 
there. So must we. By encouraging ourselves at this time, 
we may progress to make this level part of our self and 
move on to even greater heights. 
 

We all teach our children to daven, but sometimes our 
children get the message that davening is another ‘thing’ that 
they have to do in the morning, like getting dressed, tidying 
the room, eating breakfast etc. This doesn’t convey to the 
child to get a special feeling from his davening. 
 
We want our children to put their hearts into their davening, 
to feel that they are simply talking to Hashem and asking Him 
to help them on the simplest level. The only way to teach this 
is by example. Children who see that when there is a problem 
or difficulty at home, their parents immediately say a chapter 
of Tehillim and ask Hashem to solve the problem absorb that a 
chapter of Tehillim is the solution to every daily problem that 
arises. They realize that it is not just a ceremony of mouthing 
words.  

Rav Boyer tells a true story from the recent war in Israel 
when sirens were heard all over the country. A certain 
father told him that the first time there was a siren the 
children were spread out all over the house and had to run 
to the safe room. The parents noticed that each and every 
child arrived at the safe room muttering verses from 
Tehillim (Psalms). The children were so used to the fact that 
the first thing you do is to pray to Hashem when things are 
difficult that they automatically began reciting Tehillim at 
this time. 
 
This is how our everyday life should be - by simply praying 
to Hashem for each and every thing our children will 
internalize the essence of prayer and this will accompany 
them for the rest of their lives. 
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If you enjoyed this parsha sheet consider sponsoring it with a dedication by contacting veyoatseinu@gmail.com 
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