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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS VAYEIRAH תשע"ז 

SO WHAT IF YOU ARE NOT IN THE MOOD 

Only in the last test of Avraham, the Torah explicitly writes that Hashem was giving him 

a nisayon, a test. This conveys that compared to the other nine tests this was the 

ultimate one. (Rashi 22,2). In what way was this test, the test of tests? With the insight 

of the Zohar we can extract an incredible answer that applies to all of us in our daily 

lives. The passuk says (22,4) וירא את המקום מרחוק Avraham saw the place from a 

distance. Rashi brings the Medrash which interprets this to mean that Avraham saw a 

cloud tied to the mountain indicating they have reached their destination. However, the 

Zohar interprets the passuk to mean that Avraham saw Hashem from a distance. One of 

the names of Hashem is Makom which means place. Everything in order to exist 

requires a space. The space of the world is Hashem without whom it would have no 

being. “Seeing Hashem from a distance” conveys that Hashem at this time removed His 

presence from Avraham. However, this is only the tip of the iceberg. He also removed 

Avraham from all his clarity in Hashem of which he compounded in the last 134 years. 

All merits that Avraham acquired from the mitzvos - כי נר מצוה that illuminated the 

pathway of Hashem during his life, all the merits from all the neshamos that he brought 

to the belief of One G-d, all the chesed that he performed throughout his lifetime up 

until this period, the other nine tests which he passed which brought him to a deeper 

relationship with Hashem, were all suddenly instantly deleted. Without any past 

successes and closeness to Hashem to rely on as inventory to draw upon for strength, 

without all the thousands of tefillos through which he became a transformed individual, 

Avraham had to pass this incredible test alone without the siyata dishmaya without an 

available spiritual GPS as he had until now. 

 ,from a distance without a “hard drive”. Without this ingrained support system מרחק

one can easily fall prey to the utilization of intellect, rationale and analysis, because 

one’s deep emunah has been severely compromised. The letters of  רחק are the same 

letters as חקר which means to analyze. A decision based on intellect can be wavering if 

pitted against a bribery יעור עיני חכמים ויסלף דברי צדיקים כי השוחד . Without Avraham’s 

deep emunah  he  stood face to face with the staring contradiction that on one hand 

Hashem promised him that Yitzchak would be the future of the Jewish Nation, and now 

he is telling him to sacrifice this son of destiny. Now we can understand why this last 

test stands out from all the other ones. With the others one the delete button was not 

pressed and the hard drive remained intact. If Avraham could pass this last test under 

this condition all alone without Hashem on his side helping him, there would be no need 

to test him further. 
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Subsequent Avraham’s incredible demonstration of loyalty and emunah, Hashem 

reveals to Avraham that he acquired the crown title of ירא אלקים that he fears Hashem. 

The meforshim ask that how did this last test show his yirah more than the previous 

nine? According to the Zohar it is here where we get a clear definition what a true yiras 

shamayim is all about. Avraham was in a deep darkness but he did not remain there 

frozen and immobile. Avraham’s light of emunah pierced the opaque veil to allow its 

brightness to shine through. This is hinted in the passuk  עתה ידעתי כי ירא אלקים אתה ולא

 which חשכת Since the Torah purposely did not write any vowels the word .חשכת

translates as to hold back can now be read with a letter shin changing the meaning to, 

you did not remain in חשך darkness. For remaining in חשך would have undoubtedly 

hindered Avraham’s act of loyalty and his demonstration of his readiness to actually 

sacrifice his son to the point of being withheld from doing so only at the last minute.   

Even when things get very challenging, when one remains uninspired, when one is not 
in the mood or one does not feel it, when one is not emotionally involved or the task is 
out of my comfort zone, when I have no geshmak in it, nevertheless one must seek the 
light and do it anyway despite any of the above, and only then he is called a true yareh 
shamayim. The word יראה shares the same letters as ראיה which means sight. Vision is 
only possible through the medium of light. That is why the root of ראיה are the letters of 
 means the ability to scatter the darkness that יראה  which means light. Therefore אר
conceals Hashem and then serve Him. Avraham at the Akaidah fulfilled ולא חשכת You 
did not hold back your son from me because you refused to remain in the darkness. As 
the Medrash (Bereishis Rabba 2,3) says  ויאמר אלהים יהי אור ויהי אור Hashem said Let 
there be light and there was light – this is Avraham Avinu who shed light even in the 
deepest darkness.  

 

אמר הקדוש ברוך הוא עד מתי יהא העולם מתנהג באפילה תבא האורה ויאמר אלהים יהי אור זה 
 אברהם הה"ד )ישעיה מא( מי העיר ממזרח צדק וגו' אל תקרא העיר אלא האיר

A tzaddik once said an interpretation on the passuk of ה' אלקיך בכל לבבך ובכל  ואהבת את

 which discourages using any one of the above as an excuse from one’s  נפשך 

responsibility.  Love Hashem with all your heart and soul. Chazal explain that loving 

Hashem with all one’s soul means to the extent that even if our enemies are about to 

take away your soul and kill you for not transgressing one of the Three Major Aveiros, 

we must sacrifice our lives. Therefore we can reason and interpret the mitzvah to love 

Hashem with all one’s heart to also mean the same thought that even if they take away 

one’s heart he must still sacrifice himself to fulfill Hashem’s mitzvos. So many times we 

find that our heart is not into it, whether it be davening, singing zemiros on Shabbos, 

listening patiently to your spouse or child, going to a shiur.  The Torah says that loving 

Hashem means even when in a state of heartlessness he should just go ahead and do it 
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anyway.  One will never know if when he starts he might suddenly receive the siyata 

dishmaya inspiration to get into it and feel it, as we have experienced many times. 

Secondly, by doing so, he has accomplished for one still has the fulfillment of the 

mitzvah even though it might possess the character from the generic category.  

The Chidushei Harim said that one does not have to look further than the next 

passukוהיו הדברים האלה אשר אנכי מצוך היום על לבבך. At first glance one would think 

that the Torah and mitzvos deserve more than just to be placed “on your heart” which 

conveys the fulfillment of a mitzvah in a very superficial form, instead of merely “in your 

heart”. The answer is that the Torah understands very well the human condition, that all 

of the above excuses can interfere and block the fulfillment of mitzvos. The  

Torah therefore commands to fulfill them even though they will be done in a heartless 

fashion. Keep up the performance of such lifeless mitzvos for as long be, for at least in 

this manner one still has the mitzvos registered in his name even though they are of low 

caliber. As time passes, this pile of unimpressionable mitzvos will become so heavy that 

their weight will break through the foreskin of the heart and that day they will be all 

elevated to a higher quality and a great merit. 

After the Akiadah Hashem swears to Avraham with His שם הגדול with His great name, 

that He will never destroy Am Yisrael. The reason why at the Akaidah Hashem swore 

with His Big Name is explained by the Ramban. It is because Avraham achieved a  מעשה

 is intended to mean גדול a big deed. I believe that the Ramban’s usage of the word גדול

something very deep and exacting. The gemarah in Baba Metziah 12b states that the 

definition of a child that becomes a Gadol of age who can now keep as his own a lost 

object that he found, is a child who is independent of his father. A child, who is past 13 

years of age but still needs his father to sustain him, is called a Katan, underage. We see 

from this that the definition of gadol means someone who is independent and not of 

need of a support system to rely on for physical sustenance. This rule applies even for 

one’s spiritual sustenance. Of all the Ten Tests, the Akaidah proved Avraham’s ability to 

act as a gadol, by Hashem pressing the delete button of all his years of compounded 

spirituality. Definitely not geshmak! He had nothing to rely on except his start up 

emunah and yirah. He was nevertheless successful by being a loyal fearful servant to his 

creator and tried his best. No excuses when he could have easily rationalized and sat 

this one out!  Midah keneged midah he received an oath from Hashem with His גדול  שם

. 

The passuk says (Yirmiya 31,2) מרחוק ה' נראה לי From a distance Hashem appeared to 

me. The Meforshim comment that from a distance means in the merit of our Avos. The 

seforim explain it differently that from a distance means like the one Avraham 
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experienced at the Akaidah, nevertheless he merited a greater revelation than ever 

before, Hashem swearing with His big name. One can never know who is going to bring 

Moshiach faster. Is it the one who doesn’t feel like learning or davening, yet he pushes 

away the darkness that is blocking him from mitzvah fulfillment and he delivers a 

product that is a run of the mill davening? The state of such an individual is מרחוק the 

letters of מח קור a chilled head. Or maybe it is the one who’s excited to come to learn 

and receives real geshamk while doing so. I am not Hashem. However, what I can do is 

to share with you a gematriah and then you can do the rest. The word מרחוק with its 

five letters (359) equals משיח when also counting the word. 

Gut Shabbos  

Rav Brazil  


