
LESSONS IN HASHKAFA & HALACHA FROM THE PARSHA 

In memory of R’ Shmuel Shmelka ben HaRav Moshe Kizelnik z”l 

Mazal Tov to the winner of 

our Megillas raffle who 

wants to remain 

anonymous.  Thank you to 

all who participated in this 

campaign. 

Our Sefer Torah campaign 

is well underway!  Visit our 

website to view photos of 

the launch of the campaign.  

Help us complete our new 

beis medrash with a Torah 

scroll of its own. Much 

thanks to all those who 

gave generously to help 

furnish the beis medrash 

thus far!  May Hashem 

bless you with beracha in 

every area of your lives!  

There are still a few 

seforim desperately needed.  

Dedication opportunities are 

available. For further details, 

please contact us at: 

info@torahkollel.com 
 

See our latest video 

production on our new 

website! 

 
- Rabbi 

Dovid Le
win 

THE INSTRINSIC VALUE WITHIN US 

 The Mishkan and its vessels were made of gold.  Indeed, it is quite befitting for royalty 

to use the most precious of metals to make their furniture and utensils, and certainly for those 

which furnish the house of the Master of the entire universe! 

 Most of us assume that the reason why gold is so considered to precious is because of 

its market value.  Since it is sought after and not so easily procured, it fetches a higher price 

tag. Indeed this is true. However, if this is what defines gold as precious, then what would 

happen if the circumstances would change?  If gold became easily attainable, would the 

menorah, mizbayach, and aron become worthless? 

 Of course, one could argue that this would never happen, and that the Ribono shel 

Olam makes sure to keep the price of gold up in order to preserve the face value of the 

mishkan. 

 HaRav Shimshon Pinkus zt”l explains that this of course, is ridiculous. Rather, it is we, 

who have things backwards. When Hakadosh Boruch Hu created the world, He made certain 

things intrinsically more valuable than others.  It is because it is naturally so precious that He 

limited its availability.  In short, the fact the gold is expensive is an indication of its true worth 

and not the cause of it. (In yeshivos this is commonly referred to as a siman, and not a sibah.)  

 While HaRav Pinkus uses this explanation as an introduction to an entirely different 

focus, we would like to bring out the following point: Value is not determined by what the world 

perceives as such, and while there may have been good reason for Hakadosh Boruch Hu to 

create a perceived impression of greatness in certain gems and metal, this is not the case 

when it comes to people an their neshamos.  To illustrate, the secular world of sports pays 

heavily for athletes who can run or swim faster than the others. While exercise is an important 

part of guarding one’s health, the Torah world realizes that excelling in it, doesn’t make the 

athlete a better person.  Rather,  greatness is often determined by smaller acts, that no one 

else pays attention to. Each of us has our own unique challenges and when we succeed in 

overcoming an internal struggle, we are have won battles.  Often, this isn’t visible to anyone 

else. Often, it doesn’t appear grandiose. But, it is. 

 Each of us has a neshama and our own intrinsic value, which is not determined by 

public opinion. Every one of us is precious to Hashem, regardless of the perception of others 

as being one of many who appear just like him.  Value is intrinsic and not determined by 

public perception. 

ז“ ת ש ע           ת ר ו מ הפ ר ש ת              



 

 

READING THE MEGILLA WITH A MINYAN 

 

 There is a dispute in the Gemara (Megilla 5a) regarding whether one needs a minyan for Megilla when it is read on 

Purim itself. (When the reading occurs on a different day, such as in the case of the small towns who sometimes read 

before the 14th, all agree that the megilla must be read with a minyan.)   Rav states that one may read Megilla on the 14th 

without a minyan. Rav Assi disagrees and requires a minyan for the Megilla reading at all times. The Gemara relates that 

although Rav ruled leniently, his personal practice was to be stringent and required a minyan like Rav Assi. The Rishonim 

differ as how to understand their dispute; do they disagree only regarding what to do l’chatchila, or is their dispute about a 

case of b’dieved. In addition, there is a machlokes as to whether to rule like Rav or Rav Assi: 

 Rabeinu Tam understands Rav Assi as requiring a minyan in all circumstances, even b’dieved. Nevertheless, he 

rules like Rav who does not require a minyan even l’chatchila. However, Rav Amram and the Rosh both understand that 

even Rav requires one to make efforts to read Megilla with a minyan. B’dieved, however one can read Megilla alone since 

the halacha follows the opinion of Rav. (See Beis Yosef for an alternate understanding of the opinion of Rav Amram.) The 

Bahag, however, understands their machlokes to refer to the case of b’dieved and the halacha follows Rav Assi. Therefore, 

one cannot fulfill his obligation to hear Megilla without a minyan. 

 The Haga’os Ashri (Megilla 1:6) questions whether or not one requires a minyan of people who are obligated in 

Megilla, or perhaps the presence of 10 people is enough for pirsum ha’neis, even if they are children. Since the Rema does 

not address the possibility of including children in the minyan it seems that one cannot include them. Since their obligation 

is really one of chinuch and is incumbent upon their parents. (M.B. 690 quoting the Pri Megadim). See however M.B. 688 

who writes that perhaps one can include ketanim (children) in a minyan for kri’as Megilla since the minyan is only required 

in order to publicize the miracle. 

 The Ba’al Ha’Itur draws a comparison between Megilla and Birchas ha’zimun; just like women can make their own 

zimun but cannot join together with men to create a zimun, so too with regards to mikra Megilla, although they are obligated 

to hear Megilla, women cannot be counted as part of the minyan. The Ran takes issue with his logic and writes that women 

can indeed be counted to make up a minyan for kri’as Megilla. The Rema writes that it is a safeik, and therefore one should 

seek out a minyan of men. See Chazon Ish (O.C. 155) as to why women do not need to try to hear Megilla with a minyan. 

 The Ra’avad takes a novel approach with this halacha and rules that a minyan is an absolute necessity for kri’as 

Megilla. However, once Megilla has been read with a minyan, members of that tzibur who have not yet heard Megilla are 

not required to search for a minyan and may read Megilla alone.  The Rema rules in accordance with this opinion and this 

is also the ruling of the Chayei Adam. The poskim understand this ruling is so as not to inconvenience those who have 

already heard Megilla just for the sake of a few individuals who have not. (Pri Megadim [in explaining M.A.], Aruch 

HaShulchan). The implication is that if there are ten such individuals [who missed the communal reading], they would be 

required to form a minyan and read Megilla together. See however, Mishna Berura who rules that one should always try to 

be stringent and search a minyan, even if he is the only one who has not yet heard Megilla. It is well known that when 

the Vilna Gaon travelled in golus, he arrived in a city after the tzibur had already read the megilla. Wanting to read the 

megilla with a minyan, he paid nine members of the community to stay and listen to him read. Unfortunately, the 

townspeople were only interested in the money, and since he had paid them in advance, they all left in the middle of the 

Gr”a’s reading, leaving him alone to finish the megilla and cry over what had transpired. 

 One who is still davening shemoneh esrei while the berachos over megilla are recited and finishes before the actual 

reading, should try to find a different minyan to hear megilla. Even if his only other option is to read megilla himself, he 

should do so in order to fulfill the mitzva with the berachos (HaRav Y S Elyashiv zt”l as quoted by Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein 

shlit”a), since the berachos are integral part of the mitzva and therefore takes precedence to reading it with a minyan. 

REVIEW THE ENTIRE MESECHES MEGILLA IN ABOUT 1 HOUR ! 

For details, email us at:   info@torahkollel.com 
 

To sponsor an edition of the yesodos or to receive these pages regularly, contact us at: info@torahkollel.com 
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