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   HILCHOS CHANUKAH      

…Continued from Previous Week 

1) Many otherwise righteous Jews have a "custom" to play "Kvitlach", a gambling card game on Chanukah (a poker type 

game). It isn't clear exactly where this minhag came from or how it developed, but it isn't a Minhag Tov, rather a sinful 

expression of "empty partying" that has replaced the "Shiros V'Tishbachos, praising of Hashem that  used to (and still 

should) characterize Chanukah celebrations,  and one who values his/her soul should  avoid these card games at all 

costs. (Biur Halacha Siman 670) 

 

2) Those who play "Kvitlach"on Chanukah will be punished severely in the next world, as many other Aveiros, sins, are 

inevitably involved whenever these card games take place (gambling, stealing, Nivul Peh, Bitul Torah, Prikus Ol, Lashon Hara, 

[as well as lack of Tzniyus, Histaklus B'Arayos etc. when there are men and women involved in the same game, Chas 

V'Shalom] just to name a few). One who has the capacity to stop these games  from taking place and discontinue this 

sinful  practice will be greatly rewarded in the next world (Aruch HaShulchan Siman 670:9. See also Yesod V'Shoresh Ha'Avodah 

Sha'ar 12: end of Perek 1) 

 

If you have been invited to participate in such a game, it would be best to cancel and let them know that you won't be 

attending. Although this may be a difficult decision and one that may cause you embarrassment and "hard feelings", it is the 

right decision and one that a G-d fearing Jew must make. The Mishna in Pirkei Avos teaches us that "L'Fum Tzaarah Agrah- 

the more painful a [right] decision is to make, the greater the heavenly rewards". 

 

3) When lighting the Chanukah menorah on the first night of Chanukah, three Brachos must be recited, as follows: 

1st Bracha:"Baruch Ata Hashem...Asher Kidshanu B'Mitzvosav V'Tzeevanu L'Hadlik Ner Shel Chanukah- Blessed are You 

Hashem...Who commanded us to kindle the Chanukah light". (The Arizal, Bais Yosef, Gaon of Vilna  and others had the custom to 

say "L'Hadlik Ner Chanukah" and omitted the word "Shel".  A Third Nusach exists as well where the words "Shel" and "Chanukah" are 

combined into one word: "SheliChanukah". This was the Minhag of the MaHarshal,The Chazon Ish and others) 

 

2nd Bracha: "Baruch Ata Hashem...SheAsa Nisim L'Avoseinu BaYomim Hahem, Bazman Hazeh-  Blessed are You 

Hashem...Who performed miracles for our ancestors  in those days, in this time[of the year]". (This blessing may be recited by a 

Ger, a convert to Judaism, even though the miracle didn't occur to his/her ancestors. Kitzur Shulchan Aruch and Mishna Berura based 

on the Rambam. However, if the convert so desires he/she may say "SheAsah Nisim L'Yisroel- Who performed miracles for the Jews") 

 

3rd Bracha: "Baruch Ata Hashem...SheHechiyanu V'KiYimanu  V'HigiYanu Lazman Hazeh- Blessed are You Hashem...Who 

allowed us to live and survive and reach this point in time". 
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On the subsequent 7 nights of Chanukah, only the first two Brachos are recited, while "SheHechiyanu" is not . 

 

4) All the aforementioned blessings must be recited before the actual kindling of the menorah. The lighting should not be 

commenced before all three (on the first night) or both (on the subsequent nights) of the Brachos have been 

completed.  (Ram'a Siman 676:2. There are opinions that maintain that the second Bracha is recited before lighting the "additional 

candle" each night, but the prevalent Minhag is like the Ram'a, which is based on the Me'iri in Maseches Shabbos) 

 

5) For the duration of Chanukah, the Bracha of "Al HaNisim", thanking Hashem for the many miracles He performed for the 

Jews in their battles against the Greeks etc.,  is added to Shemona Esrei . It  is inserted in the Bracha of Modim (as it is a 

Bracha of thanks, as is Modim). 

Similarly, whenever we say Birchas Hamazon on Chanukah, we add the "Al HaNisim" immediately following the Bracha of 

"Nodeh Lecha", which is also a Bracha of thanks to Hashem. 

 

Many people have the custom to say "V'Al HaNisim- "and" on these miracles we thank you Hashem..." rather than simply "Al 

HaNisim- On these miracles..." as it's a continuation of the Bracha of thanks (in both Shemona Esrei and  Birchas Hamazon) 

and not a new topic. (Mishna Berura 682:1. See also Yesod V'Shoresh HaAvodah Sha'ar 12 Perek 1 for a lengthier elaboration on the 

proper thoughts to have in mind while saying "V'Al HaNisim") 

 

6) Even those who normally daven Shemona Esrei and say Birchas Hamazon by heart, should try and use a siddur [at least] 

on [the first day]  Chanukah, as not doing so will probably result in forgetting to recite the "Al HaNisim". (See Mishna Berura 

Siman 100:1) 

 

7) On all 8 days of Chanukah, the complete Halel is recited following Shacharis. The Bracha of "Baruch Ata Hashem...Likro Es 

Hahalel" is recited before the recitation of the Halel. There is no Tefilas Mussaf on Chanukah (besides for Rosh Chodesh and 

Shabbos), as there was no special Mussaf offering on Chanukah in the Bais HaMikdash. 

 

8) If one is in middle of Halel, and hears a Bracha or Kedusha, he/she has the status as if they were in the middle of Birchos 

Krias Shema. Thus, in middle of a chapter, one may only  interrupt for  the first "Amen" of Kadish, "Amen YeHei Shemei 

Rabbah", "Amen" of "D'Amiran B'Alma V'Imru Amen", the verses "Kadosh" and "Baruch" in Kedusha, The "Amen" of " HaKel 

HaKadosh" and the "Amen" of " ShoMea Tefilah". If one is between 2 chapters, he/she may answer "Amen" to all Brachos.    

 
…To be continued next week B’Ezras Hashem 

 

 

All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle. 
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