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Chanukah: 

Appreciating Our Relationship with Hashem

Contrary to common belief, the world does 

revolve around you. Many events in history, in 

hindsight, were set in place for the sole purpose 

of assisting Klal Yisrael. Sometimes we see 

events orchestrated to help a single yid.  

Many people think that Yosef’s release from 

prison was a result of Paroh’s dreams. However, 

as the Beis Haleivi points out, the Torah teaches 

us that the opposite is true; Yosef’s additional 

two year term in prison had come to an end, as a 

result Paroh had his dreams. The events in 

Mitzrayim were orchestrated by the Master 

Planner to help Yosef get out of jail. In 

Hashem’s eyes, we stand at the pinnacle of 

creation; all world events revolve around us. 

The reason for this is because we are the chosen 

nation. We have a special relationship with the 

Creator like a father to his son. We were raised 

on stories of Hashgacha Pratis. It is important 

to know that Hashgacha Pratis only exists by 

Yidden, Goyim are not privileged to this special 

Divine intervention. We have it because we are 

children of Hashem. 

There are hundreds of stories that illustrate how 

the world revolves around us. I would like to 

share one account that I recently heard from a 

friend. “One evening my wife discovered a rash 

on our baby. She was unsure if it needed to be 

treated and wanted to consult her doctor. It was 

not a medical emergency but it needed to be 

taken care of soon, as it was already bedtime.  

“My wife called the doctor, but as can be 

expected, she was number 16 on line. A quick 

calculation told her that it would be close to an 

hour before she would be able to consult with 

the doctor. She did not know what to do as the 

baby needed to go to sleep, but the older child 

had a solution, “I will daven to Hashem that you 

should be able to get through sooner.”  

“He davened. Shortly thereafter the lights 

flickered for a moment as the electricity went 

out for a millisecond. This power outage was 

enough to disconnect the phone line. My wife 

immediately called back, and apparently she was 

not the only one who got disconnected, as this 

time she was fourth on line. Within 7 minutes 

she was on the line with the doctor.”  

When my lights flickered for a moment, I did 

not know why, but in reality it was Hashem’s 

way of taking care of His children. Hundreds of 

times there are small or large events that we do 

not understand, in reality it is part of Hashem’s 

way of tending to His nation. 

We have the merit of being the nation of Hashem; 

we have to appreciate what we have. In the times 

of the Yivanim they were lacking in this area. This 

was the result of Greek philosophy creeping into 

our mindset. The Greeks were men of science; 

they worked on understanding everything. If there 

was something which was not tangible and cannot 

be seen or felt, by definition it did not exist. Thus, 

they were very weary of a nation with a higher 

connection.  

This philosophy affected the minds of many Jews 

who thereby lost appreciation for this heavenly 

connection. As a consequence, their vigilance in 

keeping the mitzvohs that acknowledge this 

connection, such as Shabbos milah and Rosh 

Chodesh was weakened. As the ב"ח says, as a 

result of their weakened state of keeping these 

mitzvohs, Hashem caused that these Mitzvohs be 

outlawed. What was one of the key decrees? It was 

that they had to write on the horns of their bulls 

that they do not have a portion in the G-d of 

Yisrael. This decree was a clear reflection of their 

lack of appreciation of their connection with 

Hashem. 

What was the antidote to this situation? It was the 

mesiras nefesh of the Chashmanaim. By risking 



 

their lives to fight a hopeless battle for Hashem’s 

sake, they were demonstrating their love for 

Hashem and their appreciation for their 

relationship with Him. Through their actions they 

were able to rectify the situation. 

The key miracle that we celebrate on Chanukah 

was the oil lasting for eight days. Why did the 

tamei oil concern Klal Yisrael, is there not a rule 

of טומאה הותרה בציבור which would permit them to 

use Tammei oil? The פני יהושע explains that 

because of Klal Yisrael’s great love for Hashem 

they wanted to do it the right way without 

depending on leniencies. Once again we see our 

appreciation for our relationship with Hashem. 

Why was the miracle necessary? What was 

Hashem trying to show? What would have been so 

bad had they not had tahor oil? 

R’ Chaim Shmulevitz explains that Hashem defied 

nature for the sole purpose of demonstrating His 

love for us. A father who is not fond of his child 

still takes care of their basic needs. Thus the 

miracle of the victory does not show His affection 

towards us. The way a child knows that his father 

loves him is when the father gives him the extras. 

Hashem’s making the oil last eight days was His 

way of giving us a kiss to show His love towards 

us (see Sichos Mussar at great length). 

With this we can understand the mitzvohs of 

Chanukah. Why do we light a menorah? Seforim 

say that our menorah is an extension of the 

menorah in the Beis Hamikdash. The Medrash 

says that the menorah’s function was to testify that 

Hashem’s Shechinah dwells amongst us. As an 

extension of this, our menorah makes the same 

declaration. The idea is that we are fighting the 

Greek philosophy by declaring that we have a 

connection with Hashem. Additionally the mitzvah 

of the day is to praise Hashem; in essence what we 

are having is a G-d appreciation week. This is to 

counteract our initial sin, and as well serve as a 

reflection of the love Hashem showed us with the 

miracle of the oil. 

Chanukah is the only time that we find the concept 

of ‘Mehadren min hamehadren’ glorifying the 

mitzvah much more than what is required. Why do 

we have this specifically by Chanukah? It is 

interesting to note that it has become accustomed 

for everyone to light in this optimal manner. Even 

people who are normally complacent doing the 

bare minimum on Chanukah go the extra mile. 

Why is this? 

The purpose of an optional mitzvah is an 

opportunity to demonstrate our love to Hashem by 

going the extra mile (seeברכת פרץ פרשת ויקרא). Perhaps, for 

this reason Chazal enacted this mitzvah with the 

capability of fulfilling it on three different levels; 

to afford us the opportunity to demonstrate our 

love to Hashem. And since the theme of the 

YomTov is to demonstrate our love, everyone 

takes advantage of the opportunity to light in the 

optimal fashion. 

I would like to conclude with the following story. 

Aryeh Levy (names changed) was having trouble his 

son, Shmuel, who was slowly slipping away from 

the right path. He was just lacking an appreciation 

for Yiddishkeit. In an attempt to inspire his son, he 

had him speak to a friend who was a Ger Tzeddek.  

And so, Shmuel went to the factory that Avraham, 

the ger, managed, to speak to him. Upon his 

arrival, Aavraham, announced on the loudspeaker, 

“We have the great merit to have with us today a 

true Levite, a descendant of Moses”. Before he 

knew what hit him, thirty workers, all of them non-

Jews, lined up to receive blessings from their 

prestigious guest. Afterwards Shmuel asked 

Avraham, “Who do they think I am?” Avraham 

responded, “They know exactly who you are. It is 

you that is blind to your true value.” The message 

hit home and slowly but surely Shmuel returned to 

the fold. 

It is not just Shevet Levi; every Jew is part of the 

nation of Hashem. Sometimes we do not 

appreciate it properly. It is time that we realize our 

true value, and in return show Hashem how much 

we love Him.  



 

The Special Light of the Menorah 

After we light the מנורה we recite the פיוט of 

 where we pronounce that these ”הנרות הללו“

lights are lit in commemoration of the  ניסים

 that Hashem orchestrated נפלאות תשועות ומלחמות

for our ancestors during this time of year. We all 

know that there were two separate miracles that 

transpired. 1, the victory of the war, and 2, the 

miracle of the oil lasting for 8 days. Is there is 

any connection between these two miracles? Is it 

not thought-provoking that חז''ל were מתקן one 

 to memorialize both miracles? Furthermore מצוה

we can ask, we can certainly understand how 

lighting a menorah is a remembrance of the 

miracle of the oil, but how does it commemorate 

the victories of the war? 

The name “Chanukah” stems from חנו כ"ה, they 

rested on the 25
th
, i.e. the war was won and they 

thereby achieved tranquility on the 25
th
 of 

Kislev. Being that Chanukah is meant to 

commemorate their victory would it not have 

been more appropriate to name the Yomtov 

כהנצחו , they defeated on the 25
th
? 

The Gemara relates  הרגיל בנר הווין ליה בנים תלמידי"

 one who is accustomed with candles will ,חכמים"

have children who are תלמידי חכמים. Rashi 

explains that this is referring to the Chanukah 

and Shabbos נרות. (The ב"ח says that in reality, 

this is a זכות for the fellow himself to become a 

 what the Gemara means is that even ,תלמיד חכם

one who is incapable of becoming a תלמיד חכם, at 

the very least he will merit sons who are  תלמידי

 This requires analysis; what connection (.חכמים

is there between נרות חנוכה and becoming a  תלמיד

 ?חכם

With a keener comprehension into the essence of 

the war, and with an acute insight of what the 

menorah represents, a lot of the questions will be 

answered and everything will fall into place. 

The Midrash  says that when the Torah  )בראשית רבה ב' ה'(

states "חושך", darkness, it is an allusion to the  גלות

"כתבו לכם על קרני  commanded them יונים for the ,יון

 Write for“ ,השור אין לכם חלק באלוקי ישראל"

yourselves on the horns of bulls that you have not 

a share in the G-d of Israel”. Why would this earn 

them the title “חושך”? Why, out of all the decrees 

that the יונים instituted was this one specified? This 

seems to insinuate that this statement was the core 

of the friction between the אידין and the יונים. 

The יונים prided themselves on the great culture 

that they developed. They were a leader of all 

nations in regards to their intellectualism. Yet, 

there was one nation that was a sting to their ego; 

this was the אידין who were a nation of Hashem
1
. 

This was the opposite of their culture that 

recognized only the physical and not the spiritual 

dimension of the world. Therefore they were out 

on a mission to eradicate spirituality from the 

Jewish nation. This is why thy decreed against 

Shabbos and milah and Rosh Chodesh, for these 

mitzvohs form the bond between us and Hashem.  

Now we can surely appreciate why the יונים were 

called “חושך”, for they attempted to extinguish the 

spiritual light of the world. This is why the 

Midrash chose to mention this גזירה of  כתבו לכם על"

 for this ,קרני השור אין לכם חלק באלוקי ישראל"

certainly captures the primary intent of the יונים in 

this ideological war. 

Understanding this motive of the יונים helps us 

understand some of their actions as well. For 

instance, in the פיוט of Maoz tzur we say  ופרצו"

 They broke thru the“ ,חומות מגדלי, וטמאו כל השמנים"

walls of my towers and they contaminated all of 

the oils”. Which wall was it that they broke down? 

It was not a tall and mighty fortress wall, but rather 

it was a short wall that they could have just as 

easily scaled. What was their intent in breaking 

thru it? The reason is that this wall’s purpose was 

to declare that no non-Jew was permitted past this 

point. This is why the Yivanim broke thru this 

wall; it was a declaration that said “Don’t think 

                                                           
1
 ע' שירת דוד, מועדים.  



 

that you are better than us, you have no connection 

to spirituality and thus where you may go we may 

also go”. 

This is why they unpurified the oil; it was to sever 

this bond that the אידין had with Hashem which 

required the utmost purity. 

Now we can understand why we celebrate the 

tranquility, and not the victory, thus calling the day 

“Chanukah”. For the true victory was when we 

were able to serve Hashem in peace. 

In the history of the אידין there were many 

supernatural miracles that transpired. What was 

special about this miracle of the oil that a Yomtov 

was instituted to commemorate it?  

What was it that the menorah in the Bais 

Hamikdash represented? The Midrash asks, why 

did Hashem command us to light the menorah in 

the first place, he obviously does not need our 

light? The Midrash answers that it is to testify that 

 .שכינה שרויה בישראל

When Hashem made this miracle, in essence he 

was confirming that the אידין had won the battle; 

yes Hashem does dwell amongst the אידין. This is 

why we commemorate this miracle; for it declares 

that we are connected to Hashem. With this we can 

appreciate why one Holiday was made to celebrate 

both the victory and the oil miracle. It is because 

they both evolve around the same point; Hashem’s 

Shechinah dwells amongst us. What better way is 

there to commemorate our victory against the יונים 

than by lighting a candle which represents this 

very ideal that we were fighting about. 

Why is it that there are some people who learn a 

lot of Torah but yet do not achieve the status of a 

 Torah learning is not merely an ?תלמיד חכם

intellectual engagement, it is a spiritual pursuit. 

Every word of Torah is revealing Hashem’s will, 

and is connected in its root to קדושה. When one 

learns Torah, a divine light is ignited in one’s soul, 

and it is this השפעה of קדושה that assists one to 

become a תלמיד חכם. However to connect to this 

 one must be on a level of connecting to ,השפעה

Hashem. This is where the light of the menorah 

and this Shabbos candles come into play. 

A YomTov is not merely a commemoration of 

historical events, but rather every YomTov contains 

within spiritual powers; the same power that was 

revealed initially by the historical event comes 

back every year at that time. Being that the 

menorah represents this connection between 

Hashem and us, and this special connection was 

manifested at this time of year therefore, every 

year on Chanukah this connection gets rejuvenated 

thru the power of the Chanukah candles that 

represent this connection. Thus being accustomed 

to the Chanukah candle has the capability to assist 

one in becoming a תלמיד חכם. 

On a deeper note, the menorah in the Bais 

Hamikdash represents Torah Sh’Baal Peh. Torah 

Sh’Baal Peh in essence is the point of connection 

between us and Hashem. Thus the light of the 

menorah represents that Hashem dwells amongst 

us. The Nefesh Hachaim explains that the Bais 

Hamikdash was a representation of the  נשמותof 

 Thus, there was a direct correlation .כלל ישראל

between the Bais Hamikdash and our souls. By 

lighting the menorah in reality the Kohen was 

lighting the presence of Hashem amongst our soul. 

The Sfas Emes says that the Chanukah menorah is 

not merely a זכר of the menorah in the Bais 

Hamikdash, but rather, it is an extension of that 

very light and thus it contains in it that very same 

 .of the menorah of the Bais Hamikdash השפעות

Now let’s put the pieces of this puzzle together. If 

the menorah has in it the light of Torah, and the 

Kohen’s lighting of the menorah had the power of 

implanting this light into our souls, and the 

Chanukah candles have the same power as the 

menorah, it would follow that lighting the 

Chanukah menorah has the power of implanting 

this very light of תורה שבעל פה into our souls. Now 

we can truly understand in full simplicity the 

words of the sages  הרגיל בנר הווין ליה בנים תלמידי"

 .חכמים"

  



 

Chanukah 

Hashgacha Pratis 

In the early 1960’s there was a missile that struck 

the Meah Shearim neighborhood of Yerushalayim. 

What made this situation particularly dangerous 

was that it hit a gas line which exploded, thereby 

endangering all the inhabitants of the 

neighborhood. In a display of unbelievable 

Hashgacha, 30 seconds later another missile was 

launched and it landed near the first one. This time 

it hit a water pipe causing it to burst. Subsequently 

the water of the busted pipe extinguished the fire 

of the first explosion thereby saving many lives. 

Hashem was proclaiming that He is the one who 

governs the world. 

It is not only in such situations that Hashem 

dictates circumstances; rather, it is in every 

moment of our lives that Hashem orchestrates the 

proceedings. If we would only open up our eyes, 

we would see Hashem’s Hashgacha in our daily 

lives. This concept is a key Chanukah theme. The 

lesson of the neis of the menorah is that Hashem 

runs the world. By changing the rules of nature to 

help them, He showed that He is The One who is 

behind all natural occurrences as well. 

Greek philosophizes that everything must be 

understood scientifically. If something is not 

tangible then it doesn’t exist. Thus, they were 

skeptical about anything supernatural (this 

philosophy remains with western culture to this 

very day). Hashem is not tangible; you can’t see 

kedusha. Thus spirituality had no place in Greek 

culture. It was for this reason that they made 

decrees against the Jews. According to their 

viewpoint, there is no such thing as hashgacha 

protis. 

Even after the miraculous victory there were 

skeptics who claimed that it was won through 

natural tactics. The Maharal says that this is why 

Hashem made the miracle of the menorah; to show 

that it was His hand that won the war. Perhaps we 

can add that it was to disprove the Greek 

philosophy by demonstrating that He is involved in 

our lives. 

There is a long standing custom that whenever 

someone is in a perilous situation they daven using 

the magical phrase “Elakah D’Meir aneini”, G-d 

of Meir answer me, “Meir” referring of course to 

the Tanna R’ Meir. The source of this custom can 

be traced to a Gemara ע"ז י"ח, where R’ Meir 

himself disclosed this magical phrase.  

The Maharsha there asks an interesting question: 

we find that Hashem does not designate his name 

as the God of so-and-so if that person is still alive; 

how could R’ Meir designate Hashem’s name on 

himself? 

The Maharsha states that based on this question we 

must say that “Meir” is not referring to “R’ Meir”, 

rather it is to be translated as “may the G-d who 

gives light answer me”. The Maharsha concludes 

that perhaps it is a reference to when Hashem gave 

light in the Chanukah miracle. In other words, we 

are saying “G-d who orchestrated the Chanukah 

miracle, answer us”.  Why do we mention 

specifically this occurrence?  

Perhaps based on the above ideas we can 

understand it as follows: we want Hashem to 

intervene in our lives. Thus we mention where 

Hashem revealed to us that He is the one who runs 

the world. What is special about these miracles 

over all the other ones in our history? The other 

miracles were performed when we were uplifted to 

a high spiritual level. Thus we can’t prove that 

Hashem intervenes in our regular everyday life. 

This miracle is unique in it being a supernatural 

phenomenon occurring in a non-uplifted state. This 

proclaims that even in our lowest state it is still 

Hashem orchestrating our lives. 

 



 

THE HISTORY OF THE JUG OF OIL 

There is a fascinating, yet not well-known detail 

concerning the jug of oil that lasted eight days. 

Seforim say that it had a history. As we remember, 

Yaakov Avinu put his life in jeopardy to retrieve a 

few jugs. One of those jugs was the very jug which 

had enough oil for one day but it miraculously 

lasted eight.  

Obviously this is not mere coincidence; there must 

be some correlation. I believe we can explain it as 

follows; why was it that Yaakov risked his life to 

rescue his possessions? The Gemara says that we 

see from here that money is dearer to tzadikim than 

their bodies. Why do they endear their possessions 

to such an extent? The Arizal (as quoted in Be’er Yosef) 

explains, tzadikim realize that everything that they 

own did not come to them by chance, rather they 

received it through Hashem’s Divine orchestration. 

Obviously it is part of Hashem’s master plan that 

they should have it because it’s needed for them to 

fulfill their mission. If so, it is worth risking their 

lives to save their possessions. 

Accordingly, Yaakov’s risking his life to save the 

jug was the biggest testimony that Hashem is the 

One who orchestrates every step of our lives. Only 

such a jug has the power to cause such a miracle 

whose purpose is to proclaim that Hashem runs the 

world. 

There are countless stories that demonstrate 

Hashem’s hashgacha pratis. I would like to relate 

one such story that I heard recently. A Yungerman 

related as follows; “I recall in my youth one time 

the front door of my house broke. My mother hired 

a handyman to rectify the situation. My mother 

told us that she knows it’s going to cost 110 

dollars. Sure enough he handed my mother a bill 

for precisely that amount. When questioned how 

she knew what the cost will be she responded, 

“This week at work I received a bonus for $110. I 

realized that Hashem must be giving it to me for a 

reason. When the door broke I understood that the 

bonus must have been given to pay the bill. Sure 

enough I was right.” 

Chanukah is the time to contemplate that it is He 

who runs the world. If we would just open up our 

eye’s we would see Hashem’s hand in our 

everyday life. 

It is interesting to note that Yaakov did not know 

why Hashem wanted him to have that jug. Yet he 

knew that his owning it was Hashgacha. It was 

only a thousand years later that Hashem’s master 

plan was revealed during the days of the 

Chashmonaim.   

Many times things happen in our life that we don’t 

understand. We must believe that it is still a matter 

of Hashem’s hashgacha. Sometimes years later we 

are able to understand the master plan. 

R’ Chaim Kanievski relates such an episode, 

“When I was a child in Nevardohk, there was a 

bachur who had a serious condition; for some 

unknown reason he did not grow; he remained at 

his childhood height. But that doesn’t mean that he 

didn’t grow, he had a severe ailment that affected 

his digestive system causing him to gain weight. 

Eventually he gained so much weight that his feet 

could no longer carry him and he was confined to 

his bed. Subsequently I moved to Eretz Yisrael and 

lost contact with him. 

“Years later I heard the sequel to this tale; when 

the Nazis invaded Nevardohk, they killed many 

Jews. They went from house to house to gather all 

the Jews. When they came to the house of this 

handicapped boy they thought, ‘with nobody left to 

provide for him he will surely die naturally. What 

a shame to waste a bullet on him’ thus they let him 

be. Somehow he survived the war and moved to 

Eretz Yisrael. Mysteriously his illness disappeared, 

he grew to regular height and he lost all his excess 

fat. Obviously it was all Hashem’s master plan to 

facilitate his survival of the war.”(As quoted in the 

book “Inside Their Homes”) 

Eventually we will see why everything that we go 

through is needed. Meanwhile let’s hold on to our 

faith in Hashem with the knowledge that 

everything is part of His master plan. 



 

Practicing Perseverance 

Parshas Vayeishev- Chanuka

During the period of the Iron Curtain, there were a 

handful of Frum Yidden who made their way into 

Russia to help fan the flame of Yiddishkeit. R’ 

Chaim Dov Keller was amongst this elite group. He 

once related an inspiring episode from that mission, 

“While in Russia, I had the opportunity to teach 

Torah to special individuals who had an 

unquenchable thirst for Torah. One time I asked one 

of them, ‘does the KGB know about us?’ What he 

responded blew me away, “The KGB knows that 

you are sitting there and that I am sitting here and 

they know exactly what we’re doing, but this will 

not deter me from learning Torah.”  

Stubbornness in face of adversity is a Jewish trait. 

We are called עם קשה עורף, a stubborn nation. This 

is a needed trait; what other nation has succeeded in 

retaining their identity while being surrounded by 

opposition?  

The Mishnah in Avos says עז פנים לגיהנום and ends 

off with a tefilah that the Beis Hamikdash be rebuilt. 

What is the connection? Meforshim explain that it is 

saying, although brazenness is not a good Middah, 

it is something that is needed for our survival in 

galus; to laugh at the world and stick to our ways 

takes brazenness. Thus the Mishnah ends with a 

tefilah that the galus should end, and we shall be 

able to eradicate this trait from our personality. 

Chazal are impressed with Yosef’s ability to 

persevere. He was cut off from his family and was 

sent down to the land of immorality, yet he 

persevered and retained his kedusha. He personified 

this trait of not compromising his principles despite 

all opposition. 

Klal Yisrael bentch their children to be like Efraim 

and Menashe, what was unique about them more 

than all of our role models? Meforshim answer: they 

were raised in Mitzraim without the assistance of a 

Frum infrastructure. We give our children the 

beracha that they should have this power to 

persevere and stick to their standards despite the 

disintegration of morality that is so prevalent in our 

surroundings. 

Our Gedolim personified this trait. When R’ 

Yaakov Yosef Herman made a wedding, he 

requested that people come dressed modestly; 

something unheard of in those days. Many gedolim 

refused to attend simchos if they were lacking a 

proper mechitza. When R’ Ahron Kotler established 

a yeshiva on American shores with the ideal of 

Torah learning for its own sake, people did not 

understand him. All of our gedolim were going 

against the tide. Was it comfortable for them? 

definitely not. Yet, they stuck to their ideals and 

persevered. 

A friend of mine, R’ Ahron Broyde, made an 

interesting observation. What today is considered 

standard is only due to the yechidim who fought 

against the tide. For example, there were individuals 

who insisted on only eating chalav Yisrael, today in 

many communities it is standard. Yoshon was the 

ideal of few, but they insisted on keeping their 

standards despite the difficulty, today Yoshon food 

is available in most large Jewish communities. The 

list of examples keeps on growing; tzniyus, 

Shabbos, mechitzos, Yeshivos etc. All these were the 

battles of the few who brazenly persevered in the 

face of adversity. Today we have other battles; it is 

motivating to know that if we persevere, it may one 

day be considered the standard because of us. 

If we do our part in sticking to our standards, 

Hashem will help that we will be able to persevere. 

The Mishnah in Avos )'ה',ה( states that one of the 

miracles in the Beis Hamikdash was that rain did 

not succeed in extinguishing the flame on top of the 

Mizbayach. R’ Chaim Voloziner asks, why did 

Hashem not make it that it should not rain over the 



 

Mizbayach? Hashem is teaching us a lesson; if we 

keep the fire on our Mizbayach lit; we stick to our 

standards, no matter how much opposition attempts 

to extinguish our flame, we will be able to 

persevere. The fire will stay lit despite the rain. 

I would like to relate a story that happened recently. 

There was a girl who was working at a corporation. 

One day the boss called an important meeting for all 

his employees, “Our Company is now moving up a 

step; from now on, anyone working here needs to 

carry a smartphone that will be provided by the 

corporation”. This posed a problem for this frum 

girl as not having a smartphone was a standard that 

she was unwilling to compromise on. She spoke to 

the boss who gave her an ultimatum, “Carry a smart 

phone or get yourself a new job”. Despite the 

opposition she was unwilling to bend; she asked for 

thirty days to find a new job.  

After two weeks the boss called her in, “Have you 

changed your mind yet?” When she responded that 

she is sticking to her ideals, the boss said, “I see you 

are serious about this, I will make an exception and 

allow you to work here without a smartphone. Just 

don’t tell the other workers, and do me a favor and 

check your emails every night”. She kept the fire on 

her mizbayach lit and Hashem ensured that the rain 

would be unable to extinguish it. 

We find this yesod by Yosef; after withstanding the 

pressure of Potiphar’s wife for months, his Yetzer 

Hara was finally able to overpower him. At that 

point Hashem intervened and he saw his father’s 

image in the window and he refrained from sin. For 

months he did his utmost to persevere and so 

Hashem ensured that his fire should not be 

extinguished in his moment of weakness.  

This is an important lesson that we learn from the 

Chashmonaim; the trend at the time was to adopt 

the Greek culture. Much of the basics of yiddishkeit 

were outlawed. Against all odds the Chashmonaim 

declared that they were unwilling to compromise on 

their religion. They fought a hopeless battle against 

the Greek army. What was the result? They were 

victorious. Hashem ensured that they would be able 

to persevere in maintaining their tenets. 

The sefer חוט המשולש says a fascinating story. R’ 

Akiva Eiger was accustomed to wake up before עלות 

and toivel in the mikvah at the start of his day. 

During the frozen winter months he would often 

have to break the ice before he could immerse, yet 

he would not let this deter him from his holy task. 

His family members were concerned that the cold 

water would have an adverse effect on his already 

fragile health. They tried to convince him to give up 

on his custom, but of course he was unwilling to 

abandon it. Finally, someone decided to take the 

matter into his own hands; he hid R’ Akiva Eiger’s 

key to the mikvah so that he would have no choice 

but to not toivel. 

Early the next morning R’ Akiva Eiger was 

distressed; he looked everywhere and yet was 

unable to find his mikvah key. Suddenly he heard 

knocking on the window. He quickly opened it to 

see who was knocking at this unearthly hour. He 

saw the one in charge of the mikvah standing there, 

“I brought you a key to the mikvah so that you can 

toivel”, the man said. R’ Akiva Eiger asked, “How 

did you know that I needed it?” The man replied, “I 

was in bed when I heard a voice say, ‘R’ Akiva 

Eiger is searching for the key to the mikvah. Go 

bring it to him.’ Once the family heard this story, 

they stopped their attempt to refrain him from going 

to the mikvah. 

If we do our part to hold onto our standards, 

Hashem will insure that it will endure.  

  



 

Accomplishing the Impossible 

Parshas Vayigash- Chanuka 

You know the expression, “You can’t fight city 

hall”, if this is what is said of a minor leader of a 

democracy, imagine what could be said of a world 

leader of a dictatorship? Yet, we find that Yehuda 

dared to fight with Yosef, the leader of a world 

power. Is it not a losing battle? Why even bother to 

fight? The truth is that Yehuda had no choice, he 

had accepted responsibility, and his portion in the 

world to come was at stake. However this itself 

necessitates explanation; how could Yehuda accept 

responsibility on a situation that was beyond his 

control? 

We can ask a similar question in regards to the 

Chashmonaim; they were just 13 men, and yet they 

felt that for religious reasons they were obliged to 

battle the Greeks. This would seem to be a suicidal 

mission, why even bother to fight? And yet fight 

they did, and somehow they succeeded in their 

mission. 

How many times do we think, “If I would only have 

the capability I would accomplish great things, but 

what could I do, I don’t have that kind of brain, 

energy, charisma, talent etc.” However, we must 

recognize that there is one thing which deters 

people from accomplishing great things more than 

the lack of ability; it is the lack of confidence in our 

abilities. With our misconceptions we tend to build 

virtual walls around ourselves that limit our ability 

to even attempt.  

Did you ever wonder how a traveling circus is able 

to lock up their elephants for the night? What chain 

is strong enough to contain an elephant? What pole 

is adequate to tie an elephant to? The surprising 

answer is; they use a regular chain tied to a regular 

stake.  

Why does the elephant not pull the stake out of the 

ground? The secret is that they start this game when 

the elephants are very young and not yet strong 

enough to dislodge the stake, therefore the elephants 

grow up with the misconception that they are 

incapable of performing such a feat, thus, even 

when they are fully developed animals they do not 

attempt to remove the pole.  

How many of us suffer from this phobia? Perhaps 

this is why the famed Mir Mashgiach, Harav 

Yerucham Levovitz stated, " אוי למי שאינו מכיר

 Woe to“ ."חסרונותיו, אוי ואבוי למי שאינו מכיר מעלותיו

one who does not recognize his shortcomings, even 

worse is someone who does not recognize his 

talents and capabilities”. The difference between the 

simple and those who have accomplished much is 

that the great were not afraid to try. 

This is on a level which pertains to mundane 

matters, when it comes to serving Hashem then 

even our actual limitations are suspended, it’s our 

job to try, and Hashem will do the rest. As the 

Baalei Mussar say, “When it comes to עבודת ה', ask 

not if it’s possible, just ask if it’s necessary”. This is 

why Yehuda accepted to do the impossible. This is 

why the Makabees accepted this mission. They saw 

there was a need to fight in order to ensure the 

continuity of Judaism, therefore they fought without 

regards to their chance of winning. 

Rav Noach Weinberg zt”l relates, “I founded three 

Yeshivos, even by the first one I knew that I did not 

have sufficient funds to sustain it for even one 

month. Yet this didn’t deter me, I saw a need for the 

Yeshivos, so I established them, and I left the rest 

up to Hashem, He has not failed me yet”. (He then 

went onto encourage his listeners to be Mekarev the 

people who they encounter, “People say I can’t, I 

wouldn’t know what to say to them. If Hashem 

would open your mind and put eloquent words on 

your tongue would you still not be able to? You do 

your part and Hashem will take care of the rest”.) 

One of the leaders of our generation who 

personified this trait, was the late Rosh Hayishiva of 

the Mir, Harav Nosson Tzvi Finkel Zt”l. He headed 

the largest Yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael, despite his 

debilitating condition (Parkinson’s disease). Some 



 

of his family members decided that he was 

overexerting himself beyond his abilities, and they 

were concerned that it would take its toll on his 

health. When his doctor came to check on him, they 

requested that he instruct the Rosh Hayeshiva to 

take it easy. When the doctor left he was asked why 

he failed to mention anything to the Rosh 

Hayeshiva. The Doctor responded, “I had not 

realized how bad the Rosh Hayeshiva’s condition 

was, according to my current evaluation he should 

not be able to get out of bed. The man is an angel, 

not a human. Therefore I do not feel that I have the 

credentials to tell him what he can or can’t do”. 

This trait has been by the Jewish nation for many 

generations, its root can be traced to Avraham 

Avinu. If I would hand you a telescope and tell you 

to count the stars, would you even bother to start 

counting?  Harav Meyer Shapiro says that this was 

the virtue of Avraham Avinu. Hashem told him  ספור

 count the stars, despite the fact that it ,את הכוכבים

was a mission impossible, Avraham started to count 

them. To which Hashem blessed him, "כה יהיה זרעך", 

such shall be your progenies. Just like you do 

Hashem’s desire despite the fact that it seems 

impossible, so to your children will have this trait of 

undertaking a mission for Hashem’s sake 

notwithstanding the impossibility of success. 

It was unusual for Harav Nosson Tzvi to speak 

about his own accomplishments; however I once 

merited to be present when he revealed some of his 

massive undertakings. It was at a Friday afternoon 

class at his house, the Rosh Hayeshiva was urging 

us to live up to our potential. I will attempt to 

paraphrase his words the way I recall them. “One 

never knows how much they are capable of 

accomplishing unless they commit themselves to 

attempt to do the impossible. My father-in-law 

Harav Beinish, the former Rosh Hayeshiva, greatly 

encouraged his students to learn a Daf (page) of 

Gemara on a daily basis. He instituted that every 

student must join the Daf chabura (group of 

students who study together) for at least 1 year. He 

appointed me to be the lecturer of the Daf chaburah. 

After a while there was a group of students who had 

finished the Yeshivah’s regular learning cycle and 

they wanted to form a new Chaburah that would 

learn a Daf a day of a different tractate, they 

requested from me that I give them class every day 

on what they were learning, and I acquiesced to 

their request.  

So here I was learning 2 Dafim a day, and giving a 

class on them, and I was conscientious that every 

class contained a novel idea in it. Then my Father-

in-law passed away and I became responsible to 

give the Shiur Klali (main lecture) in Yeshiva as 

well. I don’t know how I did it, but somehow 

Hashem helped and I was able to fulfill my 

responsibilities. I’m not saying this to pride myself 

with my personal accomplishments, this has nothing 

to do with me, you will see if you undertake to do 

such things you will accomplish this too”. 

 

 

 

  



 

Vayeishev- Chanukah 

Connecting to Hashem in the Darkest of Times 

With the Yomtov of Chanukah approaching we turn our 

focus to the themes of these lofty days. What is unique 

about Chanukah? What are we supposed to come out of 

this Yomtov with?    

 tell us that all of the spiritual manifestations ספרים

 which we encounter during the whole week )השפעות(

have their roots in the previous Shabbos and particularly 

in the parsha which was read that week. Chanukah 

normally falls out after Shabbos Parshas Vayeishev, 

which leads to the obvious question; what is the 

correlation between Parshas Vayeishev and Chanukah? 

Or more specifically what is the special spiritual stature 

that Chanukah possesses, and where do we find it in this 

parsha? 

The bulk of the parsha relates the events and ordeals of 

Yosef’s life. Yosef‘s distinction was that he was a loner 

without the support of a community. He was in 

Mitzrayim, the world center of immorality that rightfully 

earned the title ''ערות הארץ''. He was then tempted by 

Potiphar’s wife for a year straight, and yet, against all 

odds, held steadfast onto his morality thereby earning the 

title ''יוסף הצדיק''. 

Why was it that Hashem arranged that Yosef should 

precede the rest of Klal Yisroel in going down to 

Mitzrayim? The answer given is; Mitzrayim was too 

steeped in immorality for the Yidden to survive there 

intact. Only through Yosef preceding them and 

succeeding in overcoming his ordeals, thereby planting 

this ability in everyone that came after him, as well as 

weakening the temptation in Mitzrayim, was Klal Yisroel 

able to retain their identity in Mitzrayim. 

Yosef, in the darkest of times, was able to hold on to the 

faintest glimmer of spiritual light. Whereas no one has 

had such an experience of total darkness, Yosef had 

already eased the difficulty of this test. 

The Greek exile )גלות יון( is hinted in the Torah as חושך, 

darkness. The reason for this is that the Greeks were 

fighting an ideological war against spirituality. Without 

the light of spirituality, they were thrown into darkness. 

The power of the Chashmonaim was there ability to hold 

onto the ray of light of spirituality despite the darkness. 

There is one unique aspect of Chanukah that makes it 

seem like more of a trivial day. This is the fact that there 

is no obligation to refrain from melachah, something 

which we do find by most other YomimTovim. This is 

quite puzzling, why is there not such a prohibition? More 

specifically; the Ramchal explains the reason that we 

refrain from melachos (work) on Shabbos and Yomtov is 

because these days consist of a higher level of spiritual 

elevation, we therefore find ourselves on a high spiritual 

plateau. This in turn obligates us to disconnect from our 

mundane matters, in order to properly connect to this 

holiness. 

This fortifies the question. Does Chanukah not have this 

special uplifting power which would require us to refrain 

from melacha? Harav Shimshon Pinkus answers that this 

itself is the exceptional power of Chanukah, it enables 

one to connect to ruchniyus (spirituality) even though 

one is still fully attached to the mundane world. 

Harav Pinkus explains further that this is why there is a 

halacha that we have to light specifically a wick and not 

a torch. A wick gives us a glimmer of light inside the 

darkness, whereas a torch chases away the darkness. The 

message is that the power of Chanukah is to bring light in 

to the darkness, as opposed to lifting you above the 

darkness. 

The reason for this is that the Chashmonaim exploited all 

of their manpower to connect to Hashem from within the 

darkness, thereby implanting into this Yomtov the ability 

to connect to Hashem from within the darkness. 

The result of this is that many people who are so 

entrapped in worldly matters, to such an extent, that 

Shabbos and Yomtov are unable to uplift them, Chanukah 

however, has the ability to connect them to Hashem, 

despite the fact that they’re stuck in the mud. 

Now I ask you, where in the Torah do we find such an 

ability to connect to Hashem from within the darkness? 

Is there a more fitting source for this trait than from 

Yosef in this week’s Parsha? Now we can certainly 

appreciate that Vayeishev was chosen to be the source of 

the spiritual power of Chanukah. 

 


