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Dvar Torah 

“And Hashem blessed the seventh day…”

The Apta Rav, in his sefer
Yishmoel taught that Shabbos was both blessed and sanctified with the 
vekidsho bamon): It was blessed by 
from Heaven, but in honor of 
through mon because no portion of 
Medrash. 

The Apta Rav is puzzled by this 
statement beircho bamon – “blessed by 
for the seudos is understandable, but the c
meaning that no mon fell on Shabbos
purely refined and holy angel food, would that not be most appropriate for such a holy day 
such as Shabbos, and if so, wouldn’t it actually make most sense for the 

The Apta Rav answers that such thinking is a mistake because it assumes that the 
falls corresponding to the day on which it falls. However, the truth is that 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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“And Hashem blessed the seventh day…” (2:3) 

sefer, Ohev Yisrael, cites the Medrash Rabba (Bereishis
was both blessed and sanctified with the m

): It was blessed by mon because on every other day one portion of 
from Heaven, but in honor of Shabbos a double portion fell on Friday. It was sanctified 

because no portion of mon fell on Shabbos at all. This concludes the words of the 

is puzzled by this Medrash and asks the following question: the 
“blessed by mon” so that a double portion fell in honor of 
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Shabbos at all, is indeed difficult to understand. If the 
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because on every other day one portion of mon fell 
a double portion fell on Friday. It was sanctified 

. This concludes the words of the 
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answers that such thinking is a mistake because it assumes that the mon 
falls corresponding to the day on which it falls. However, the truth is that Shabbos is the 
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anchor of the entire week; the way we prepare for, observe and sanctify our Shabbos actually 
generates and prepares the influx of abundant blessings and shefa for the entire coming week. 
Thus, our observance of Shabbos is what generates the very blessing of mon for all the days 
after Shabbos the following week. When the mon falls on each of the weekdays after Shabbos, it 
is a physical manifestation of those very berochos we have secured for ourselves on the 
previous Shabbos, now expressed in a physical form (translator’s note: in those days expressed 
as the mon, in our days as our parnossa). It therefore makes sense that no mon fell on Shabbos. 
Shabbos was the very day that generated the mon for the entire following week; since it was 
the day of generating the mon for next week, obviously it could not fall on Shabbos itself. This 
is why we have the minhag to count the weekdays in davening by naming them: hayom yom 
ploni beShabbos – “Today is the first day of Shabbos” and so forth. We are expressing how 
Shabbos influences, blesses and draws down the shefa to each day of our week. 

May Hashem bless us with these berochos in the merit of our Shemiras Shabbos, Amen!!! 

n 

Defending Odom – A Story  
The Munkaczer Rav, in Divrei Torah (II:35), relates a tradition he received from his holy 

forebears that once the Apta Rav delayed significantly  in the middle of davening. Afterward, 
he explained how he had previously taught an explanation of Odom HoRishon’s sin, which 
expunged his guilt and explained why his error was much less severe because his crime had 
been committed without any previous experience or knowledge of commandments or divine 
punishment. Since he was the first man, he had never seen or heard of the observance of any 
commandment and did not realize that a mitzva must be observed literally; he had his reasons 
for disobeying and rationalized that therefore the command did not apply to him. He did not 
understand that a commandment had to be obeyed literally by an action if it was a positive 
command, or by abstention from action, as in his own case, where he was commanded not to 
eat. Having never seen or experienced mitzvos, he did not realize that a true action or 
abstention was tied into the obeyance of a command. 

After having offered this explanation, said the Apta Rav, Odom HoRishon himself 
appeared to him during davening to thank him for interceding on his behalf, causing such a 
lengthy delay. 

n n n 
 

 

 

 

“The gates of heaven opened up and I saw G-dly visions, the Creator of the four corners of the 
earth, and I gazed and meditated upon that which I had permission to, and began to explain at the 
beginning of Hashem’s holy words” Ohr HaChaim, Bereishis 
 

Praises For The Holy Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 

When Rav Avrohom Elimelech of Karlin was in America visiting his Chassidim, he told 
them to form groups and study together the holy sefer, the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh, each leil 
shishi (Thursday night). He explained that this is a segula to receive noam kedushas Shabbos – 

 
OHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIMOHR HACHAIM    
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the pleasure and delight of the sanctity of Shabbos.  

Afterward, when he returned to Eretz Yisrael, he confirmed that his Chassidim did 
indeed experience a greater, more pronounced delight and sweetness of kedushas Shabbos by 
learning the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh as he had instructed them. 

Another Tzaddik also used to say that one of the ikorim – the primary principles of 
Avodas Ho’Odom, serving Hashem on Shabbos Kodesh, is to study the sefer Ohr HaChaim 
HaKodosh. The reason he gave was that many Tzaddikim taught that the study of the Ohr 
HaChaim is beneficial to the soul, just like the study of the holy Zohar, and since Shabbos is 
called Yoma DeNishmosa – a day of the soul, studying the Ohr HaChaim is intimately bound up 
with the sanctity of Shabbos Kodesh. (Shivchei Ohr HaChaim) 

n 

The Holy Lights Of The Ohr Hachaim – Bereishis 

“It is not good for man to be alone” (2:18) 

The Ohr HaChaim asks why Hashem originally created Odom and Chava as one being 
and later separated them into a male and female, unlike the animals, which were created male 
and female, separate from the outset? Why was mankind not created as two humans, male 
and female, requiring Chava to be taken from Odom? 

He answers that the Torah is defining the difference between human relationships and 
animal relationships. Animals have many mates; generally any male and female animals have 
offspring, and the idea of a loyal marriage is unique to mankind. Only among humans do we 
find that males and females marry, have families and acquire their spouses as their mates for 
life. Such a concept is foreign to animals, which mate and bear offspring from many partners, 
with no unique relationship, such that we never say that this ewe is the wife of that ram, or 
this cow the mate of that bull.  

But the unique relationship of marriage, of man and wife, is a human one, which 
Hashem created for Odom and Chava by initially forming them from one body and only then 
cutting them in half, separating them so that they would have to rejoin as one flesh. This 
quest to rejoin is why Hashem initially created them as one. May Hashem bless our families 
with sholom and ahava, that we each cling to our sole mates and soulmates and build happy 
families in Klal Yisrael. 

nnn 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
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Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

Others say that it is the custom within 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov

The author of the Pele Yo’etz
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ ָר ל �ָ 	 עַ 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
 ְ!ַרֲחִמי% ְֶ#ַקֵ!ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ� ֵוא�ֵהי

ל (ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ!ַמֲעֶ)  ֵ!י', ְ!ִדי!�ר
 �/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל *ה ֶ מָ ָ נְ � חַ ר
� .י%יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת !ִ רוֹ ר

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.
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Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 28th of Tishrei ~ Begins 
� Rav Nachman Tzvi HaLevi

(5590/1829); 

� Rav Shmuel Landau of Prague, second son of the 

� Rav Avrohom Eiger, the Admor

named after his father, the author of 

before his birth on Erev Rosh Chodesh Iyar

through his grandfather, Rav Shlomo Eiger, and his great

Eiger, all the way to the founder o

Emes. He survived the war by escaping to Shanghai. In 1949, he moved to 
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Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________.

that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This
Yom Tov as well. 

Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

ire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

	 עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ !ַ ' ִמ גֵ מָ / הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת !ַ ,צַ ְמ 
 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת *מַ ְ י נִ יל�עִ לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
ֵוא�ֵהי ֶא�ֵקינ� 'ה י2נֶ פָ לְ ' ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________

ְ!ִדי!�ר ֵ!י', ְ!ַמַחָָבה ֵ!י', עוֶֹ)ה ֶ,ִני בַהטוֹ  
פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ !ִ �, לאֵ ָר ְ) יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ נְ י לִ יל�עִ לְ 

ר�% צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ# ' ֶ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm
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YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK BEGINNING SHABBOS BEREISHIS
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Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Motzai Shabbos (Oct 29th) 
HaLevi of Kolomaya, son of Rav Yitzchok, Rav

of Prague, second son of the Noda BeYehuda, (5598/1837);

Admor of Lublin (1914-2000; Hamodia says 1916

named after his father, the author of Shevet MiYehuda, who had passed away just three months 

Erev Rosh Chodesh Iyar. He joined a long line of Admorim

through his grandfather, Rav Shlomo Eiger, and his great-grandfather, the great Rav Akiva 

Eiger, all the way to the founder of the dynasty, Rav Leibele Eiger, also known as the 

. He survived the war by escaping to Shanghai. In 1949, he moved to 

Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

yahrzeit candle on the day 
has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 

when lighting the candle. This is not only 

1828), did in fact compose such a 
of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 

is reproduced and translated below, 

ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ# [

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
____________ת !ַ /'!ֵ 

 ַמֲעֶ)ה ָ(ל �ְבָרצוֹ'
לְ ת �חַ נ�ְמ לְ ת �כ�זְ לִ 
____________יק ִד צַ 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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Rav of Kolomaya, 

, (5598/1837); 

says 1916-2002). He was 

who had passed away just three months 

Admorim stretching back 

grandfather, the great Rav Akiva 

f the dynasty, Rav Leibele Eiger, also known as the Toras 

. He survived the war by escaping to Shanghai. In 1949, he moved to Eretz Yisrael, 
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settling in Yerushalayim for a year, then setting up the Lubliner Bais Chassidim in Tel Aviv. In 

1955, he moved to Bnei Brak, and in 1963, he set up his Bais Medrash in the center of Zichron 

Meir, (5761/2000). 

� 29th of Tishrei ~ Begins Sunday Night (Oct 30th) 
� Shimon HaTzaddik of the Anshei Knesses HaGedola, [Hamodia 2005: 711 BCE], (313 BCE); 

� Rav Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz (1830-1885), author of Tzemach Tzedek. Named for his 

grandfather, Rav Menachem Mendel Hager of Kossov (1768-1825), founder of the Vizhnitz 

dynasty. Born to Rav Chaim of Kossov, who betrothed him to Miriam, daughter of Rav Yisrael 

of Rizhin, when his son was only six years old. The wedding took place in 1844. In 1854, he 

moved to Vizhnitz, a small town at the foot of the Carpathian Mountains, thirty miles from the 

Romanian border. Shortly thereafter, his father was niftar. He assumed the mantle of Vizhnitz 

when he was only twenty-four. He was succeeded by his son, Rav Boruch, (5646/1885); 

� Rav Akiva Glasner. A descendant of the Chasam Sofer and of Rav Akiva Eiger, Rav Glasner 

succeeded his father, Rav Moshe Shmuel Glasner, as Chief Rav of Klausenberg, Rumania, in 

1922, and served there until the deportation of the Jews in 1944. He was deported to Bergen-

Belsen, but was saved from there on the famous “Kasztner train”. (Rudolf Kasztner was a non-

religious Hungarian Zionist who struck a deal with Adolf Eichmann to save some 1,700 Jews in 

exchange for trucks. Years later, an Orthodox Israeli journalist accused Kasztner of acting 

improperly, and Kasztner sued for libel. After a celebrated trial, Kasztner lost. He was 

exonerated on appeal, but only posthumously, having been murdered in 1957. Among those 

saved by Kasztner was Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, the Satmar Rebbe. After the War, Rav Glasner 

lived in Zurich until his death at age seventy-one. His works include Dor Dorim and Ikvei 

HaTzon, (5717/1956); 

� Rav Shmuel Tzvi Danziger, Alexander Rebbe. The son of Rav Yechiel Danziger and brother 

of Rav Yerachmiel Yisrael Yitzchok Danziger (1853-1910). Rav Shmuel authored Tiferes 

Shmuel. His son, Rav Yitzchok Menachem Mendel Danziger (1880-1943; author of Akeidas 

Yitzchok), succeeded him as Rebbe, (5684/1923). 

� 30th of Tishrei ~ Begins Monday Night (Oct 31st) 
� Rav Tzvi Hirsh Chayos, the Maharatz Chayos, Rav of Zolkov (1805-1855). Born in Brody to 

Rav Meir Chayos. He was a descendant of Rav Yitzchok Chayos, the Zera Yitzchok. The family 

could trace their lineage back to Dovid HaMelech. He received semicha at the age of twenty-

one from Rav Ephraim Zalman Margulies, Rav of Brody. Two years later, he was appointed 

Rav of Zolokova. In 1854, he became Rav of Kalisch. He was the author of Sheilos U’Teshuvos 

Maharatz, Ateres Tzvi, and Divrei Horo’a. His thoughts on Shas are printed in the back of 

Gemoros used today. Rav Tzvi Hirsch’s son, Rav Yitzchok, was the mechaber of the sefer Siach 

Yitzchok on Maseches Makkos, (5616/1855); 

� Rav Moshe from Shershov, (5587/1826); 

� Rav Avrohom Dovid Wahrman of Butchatch (1771-1840). Born in Nadvorna, Galicia (today, 

in the Ukraine). In addition to learning with his father, Avrohom Dovid also studied under his 

uncle Rav Yehoshua Charif. At age ten, Avrohom Dovid became engaged to the daughter of 

Rav Tzvi Hirsch Kara of Butchatch, and he moved to that town to study under his future father-

in-law. Beginning in 1791, Rav Avrohom Dovid served as Rav of Yazlowitz for twenty-four 

years. In 1814, Rav Tzvi Hirsch Kara died, and Rav Avrohom Dovid was offered the rabbinate 

of Butchatch in his place. It was there that he spent the remainder of his days. His best-known 

works are Da’as Kedoshim on parts of Shulchon Aruch Yoreh De’ah, and Eishel Avrohom on 
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Shulchon Aruch Orach Chaim. The latter work is printed in the back of standard editions of the 

Shulchon Aruch. [Yated 2005 notes that Avrohom Oppenheim, author of Aishel Avrohom on 

Shulchan Aruch, was niftar on the 10th of Cheshvan], (5601/1840). 

� 1st of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Nov 1st) 
� Rav Yosef Engel, Rav of Cracow and Vienna (1859-1919). Born in Austrian Poland, his Rebbe 

refused to teach him any longer when he reached the age of twelve, and between that age and 

his marriage at nineteen, he wrote eleven seforim. Among his seforim were Gilyonei HaShas, 

Shiv’im Ponim LaTorah Lekach Tov, Asvan D’Oraysa, and Bais HaOtzar, a Talmudic 

encyclopedia. His only child, Miriam, married the heir to the leadership of the Kotzker 

Chassidim, but he abdicated that position in order to remain near his father-in-law, Rav Yosef. 

At age forty-six, Rav Yosef left his wealthy father-in-law’s home and, for the first time, had to 

seek a living. He found a position as one of several rabbinical judges in Cracow. During World 

War I, Rav Yosef fled with hundreds of other Rabbonim to Vienna, where he died, (5680/1919); 

� Rav Yisrael Shapira (Spira), the Bluzhover Rebbe (1890-1989). A grandson of the Bnei 

Yissoschor, Rav Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov. His Divrei Torah on the parshos and Yomim Tovim 

were published by his talmidim in the sefer Shufra D’Yisrael in 2007, (5750/1989); 

� Rav Yissochor Dov Ber, the Velbrozher Rebbe, author of Avodas Yissochor, (5638/1877); 

� Rav Akiva Meir, Velbrozher Rebbe, the Divrei Ho’om, son of the Avodas Yissochor, 

(5679/1918); 

� Rav Shmuel di Modena, the Maharashdam, [2nd of Cheshvan, according to Yated 2006], 

(5306/1545). 

� 2nd of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Nov 2nd) 
� Rav Boruch Hager, the Seret-Vizhnitz Rebbe, the Mekor Boruch (1895-1963). Born to Rav 

Yisrael of Vizhnitz and Rebbetzin Hinda, a daughter of Rav Meir Horowitz of Dzikov, Rav 

Boruch was named after his grandfather, the Imrei Boruch of Vizhnitz, who had passed away 

two years earlier. In 1912, Rav Boruch married Henia, a daughter of Rav Yissochor Dov of 

Belz. He married a second time, to Tzyril, a daughter of Rav Eliezer Nisan of Dzikov/Tsfas, in 

1923. He then became Rav of Polein-Riskova, following which he served as the Rav of 

Kotzman, Romania, for nine years. He established a Talmud Torah, a Bais Yaakov school and 

worked extensively for Agudas Yisrael. In 1935, Rav Boruch moved to Seret, a Romanian town 

of about two thousand Jews. The Ahavas Yisrael passed away soon afterward and Rav Boruch 

became the Admor of Seret-Vizhnitz. It is estimated that of about 150,000 Romanian Jews 

exiled to Transnistria (including all those from Seret), some ninety thousand perished of hunger, 

cold and persecution. Rav Boruch was ransomed for a huge sum in Adar of 1944 and made his 

way back to Romania. He finally moved to Antwerp, Belgium, in 1946, together with his 

brother, the Imrei Chaim, and they stayed there for close to a year. He arrived in Eretz Yisrael in 

Sivan 1947, and left for Haifa where he set up his court. There Rav Boruch established a 

Yeshiva, a Talmud Torah and other Torah institutions. This laid the groundwork for the 

establishment of the famous community of Ramat Vizhnitz, built on the side of Haifa’s Har 

Carmel, laying its foundation stone on the 3rd of Tammuz, 1954. Sadly, Rav Boruch passed 

away at the age of sixty-eight before the culmination of his building project, (5724/1963); 

� Rav Elozor Simcha Wasserman. The oldest son to his illustrious father, Rav Elchonon 

Wasserman, and a nephew of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzensky, Rav Simcha learned at Novardok 

for several years, beginning shortly after his bar mitzva, under the Alter of Novardok. He was 

also very close to the Chofetz Chaim. After his last visit with him, his father sent him to 



7 � Bereishis / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

 

Strasbourg, France, where he started a Yeshiva (at the time, the only Yeshiva in France). He 

stayed until 1938, when he moved to America. He first taught at Torah Vodaas, where he 

became close to Rav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz. He worked closely with Rav Aharon Kotler in 

the Vaad Hatzalah during World War II. In 1944, Rav Simcha established the Bais Yehuda Day 

School in Detroit, the first in Michigan, and appointed Rav Avrohom Abba Freedman as a 

Rebbe. Their first Shavuos, they were the only two to learn all night in the Bais Medrash. When 

Rav Simcha left in 1953, he left Rav Avrohom Abba, who stayed another fifty years. He then 

founded the West Coast Talmudic Seminary (WCTS), or Ohr Elchonon (named after his father) 

in Los Angeles. He asked Chabad to take over the building and school in 1977. In 1979, he and 

his Rebbetzin (daughter of the Novardok Rav, Rav Meir Abowitz) fulfilled a lifelong dream by 

moving to Eretz Yisrael. Together with Rav Moshe Chodosh, he established Yeshiva Ohr 

Elchonon in Yerushalayim. Rav Simcha and his Rebbetzin never had children, yet Rav Simcha 

was considered by many to be a leading authority on the subject of child-rearing, (5753/1992). 

� 3rd of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Thursday Night (Nov 3rd) 
� Rav Yisrael of Ruzhin, (5611/1850); 

� Rav Yitzchok, son of Rav Chaim of Volozhin, (5610/1849); 

� Rav Eliezer of Dzikov, (5621/1860); 

� Rav Yosef Zundel of Salant (Lithuania) (1786-1865), teacher of Rav Yisrael Salanter; learned 

under Rav Chaim of Volozhin. After Rav Chaim’s petira in 1821, he would make trips to learn 

with Rav Akiva Eiger. Moved to Eretz Yisrael December 3, 1837. Father-in-law of Rav Shmuel 

Salant, (5626/1865); 

� Rav Yehuda Leib of Kapust, (5627/1866); 

� Rav Eliyohu Horoshovsky, Rav of Drohbitz and author of Pnei Eliyohu and Ezor Eliyohu, 

(5644/1883); 

� Rav Yitzchok Zelig Morgenstern, the Sokolover Rebbe (1864-1939). Born in Kotzk, he was 

the great-grandson of the Kotzker Rebbe. Married at the age of eighteen, he became Rav of 

Sokolov, a town near Shedlitz, at the age of thirty. There he established the Yeshiva Bais 

Yisrael. In 1905, he succeeded his father as the Rebbe of Pilov. After a visit to Eretz Yisrael in 

1924, he exhorted his followers to leave the Diaspora and settle the Land. After the outbreak of 

World War II, he moved to Otwock, a village outside Warsaw. His eldest son, the Rav of 

Wengrov, was stabbed to death by the Germans, (5700/1939); 

� Rav Shabsi Sheftel Weill, Rav of Simani, Hungary, (5704/1943); 

� Rav Mordechai Miller, principal of Gateshead Seminary (1920-2000), one of the closest 

talmidim of Rav Eliyahu Dessler. Rav Miller held a postgraduate degree in law. He had a 

promising future in the professional world. His uncle had a law firm in London and with his 

great talents he would have been given a good position. But he gave it all up in order to spend 

his life al haTorah ve’al ho’avoda, (5761/2000); 

� Rav Avrohom Aba Zions (1911-1995). Born in Brisk, Poland, his father passed away when 

Rav Aba was just nine years old. His mother would bring him to one of the Talmidei 

Chachomim in Brisk to have him tested every week. When Rav Aba was twelve years old, she 

sent him to learn at the Yeshiva of Rav Moshe Sokolovsky, author of the Imrei Moshe. Rav Aba 

was very close to the Imrei Moshe until the latter’s petira in 1931, and he assisted with the 

publishing of the Imrei Moshe’s sefer on Maseches Beitza, “Meleches Yom Tov”. After a few 

years, Rav Aba went to Kaminetz to learn under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz. In or about the 

year 1936, Rav Aba returned to Brisk, starting a Talmud Torah there. Shortly after the outbreak 

of the war, Rav Aba escaped to Vilna. He was instrumental in the printing of Rav Boruch Ber’s 
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sefer Bircas Shmuel. From there he joined the Mirrer Yeshiva bochurim as they traveled to 

Kobe, Japan, and eventually to Shanghai, China. After the war, Rav Aba came to New York and 

accepted a position as Rav of Congregation Knesses Yisrael in the Bronx, where he served for 

twenty-eight years. In 1948, Rav Aba married Rivka Tellem, of Tavrig, Lithuania, whose family 

had settled in Newark, (5756/1995); 

� Rav Shimon Groner, Mashgiach, Yeshiva Rabbeinu Chaim Berlin (1932-2005), born in 

Brownsville, NY, to Rav Schneur Zalman and Fayga Rochel Groner. Rav Schneur Zalman was 

born in Yerushalayim, a scion of the well-known Grossman family, and was a talmid of 

Yeshivas Eitz Chaim. He passed away when Shimon was only fourteen. Rav Shimon went to 

Chaim Berlin, where the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Yitzchok Hutner, treated Shimon like a son. Rav 

Groner was married in 1959 to Nechama Dubba Fishbein and continued his learning in the 

Kollel Gur Aryeh of Chaim Berlin. He taught the seventh and ninth grades in Yeshiva Ohr 

Yisrael of Forest Hills and from there was called by Rav Hutner to help found the Mesivta 

Chaim Berlin in Flatbush. After four years, he became a Maggid Shiur in the Bais Medrash, 

and in 1978 was appointed Mashgiach Ruchni, a post he held for his remaining twenty-seven 

years, (5766/2005). 

� 4th of MarCheshvan ~ Begins Friday Night (Nov 4th) 
� Rav Kalonimus Kalman Shapira, Piasetsna Rebbe, author of Chovas HaTalmidim and Aish 

Kodesh (1889-1944). His father, Rav Elimelech of Grodzisk, was a direct descendant of the 

Maggid of Kozhnitz and of the Noam Elimelech of Lizhensk. He was named Kalonimus 

Kalman after his maternal grandfather, the Maor VaShemesh. In 1905, Rav Kalonimus Kalman 

married Rochel Chaya Miriam, the daughter of Rav Yerachmiel Moshe of Kozhnitz. She helped 

him prepare his derashos and seforim, even adding pertinent insights of her own. After the 

Warsaw Ghetto uprising was crushed in Nissan 1943, Rav Kalonimus Kalman was taken to the 

Trevaniki work camp near Lublin. Prisoners who were completely “worked out” by exhaustion 

and starvation were removed and sent to Treblinka and Rav Kalonimus Kalman met his death 

there on the 4th of Cheshvan, 1944, (5705/1944); 

� Rav Aryeh Leib [Aryeh Zev] (“Rav Leib”) Gurwitz, Rosh Yeshivas Gateshead, author of 

Roshei She’arim, (5743/1982); 

� Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Dan Landa, the Strikover Rebbe, the son of Rav Elimelech Menachem 

Mendel Landau, murdered by the Nazis, (5704/1943); 

� Rav Yoav Yehoshua Weingarten of Kintzk, the Chelkas Yoav (1845-1923). His foundation in 

learning was established by Rav Zev Nachum Borenstein, the Agudas Eizov, but his Rav 

Muvhok was the Agudas Eizov’s son, Rav Avrohom Borenstein, the Avnei Nezer, who was only 

six years his elder. In 1883, Rav Yoav accepted the positions of Rav and Rosh Yeshiva in 

Litomirsk. In 1889, he became Rav of Gustinin, and founded a Yeshiva there. From 1894 until 

his petira, he served as Rav in Kintzk. In 1894, he published Chelkas Yoav. He also published a 

sefer called Kava Dekesheisa, 103 unanswered kushyos on Shas intended to whet the minds of 

B’nei Yeshiva. After the petira of the Avnei Nezer, Rav Yoav accepted the authority of his son, 

the Shem MiShmuel. After his own petira, his only son, Rav Meir, succeeded him as Rav of 

Kintzk. His son held the post for twenty-seven years until he and his entire family were 

murdered, [3rd of Cheshvan, Hamodia 2006], (5684/1923). 
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Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The Maharil, in Hilchos Taanis, teaches us that the reason why there is a custom to visit 

the Bais hachaim on a fast is because “this place is the resting place of the Tzaddikim and is 
therefore sanctified, pure and holy and our tefillos are more readily heard, accepted and 
answered when davened on holy ground. When you daven there, do not make requests of the 
dead who are buried there; rather ask Hashem to answer you mercifully in their merit. Then 
circle around the graves and donate charity before reciting tefillos.” 

בית הקברות הוא מקו� מנוחת הצדיקי� ומתו	 כ	 הוא מקו� קדוש וטהור התפילה נתקבלה 
ת שית� עליו רחמי� בזכות “א	 יבקש מהשי, א	 אל ישי� מגמתו נגד המתי�, ש� יותר

.וית� צדקה קוד� שיאמר התחינות, ויקי� הקברות, הצדיקי� שוכני עפר  
The Zohar in VaYeira page 71 teaches us that if we suffer any calamity or tragedy we have 

the custom to go and daven at the kevorim of Tzaddikim. The reason for this is that we approach 
them with fasting, remorse and repentance, and we have in mind that the departed souls ask and 
daven for us before Hashem on High, as opposed to the prohibition against speaking to the dead 
which is an idolatrous practice where the idol worshippers sought out the impure dead souls and 
bodies using sorcery and witchcraft. Instead, beseech our Tzaddikim who, in gan eden, are truly 
alive, and ask through tefilla and fasting and teshuva alone. 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

ShimonShimonShimonShimon    HaTzaddikHaTzaddikHaTzaddikHaTzaddik, , , , 22229999
thththth
    of of of of TishreiTishreiTishreiTishrei    

In 3448, the Jewish people entered a 
time of great turbulence, both in the 
spiritual and material realms. Prophecy 
had come to a close, and Alexander the 
Great was conquering the known world. 
Fortunately, a great leader, Shimon 
HaTzaddik, deftly steered the people 
through uncharted waters. As Kohen 
Godol and head of the Sanhedrin, he 
embodied both religious and political 
power. (In the absence of the monarchy, 
the Kohen Godol represented the nation to 
the outside world. Previously, it was a 
purely religious office.) Indeed, he was so 
fair, just and beloved that Shimon was one 
of very few people to receive the 
appellation HaTzaddik – the Righteous – 
after his name. 

The Talmud relates that five 
miracles occurred in the Bais 
HaMikdosh during his tenure. First, the 
red string that was hung in 
the Bais HaMikdosh during the Yom 
Kippur services turned white, 
symbolizing Yisrael’s purity. Second, on 
Yom Kippur two sacrificial goats were 
designated: one to be offered in the Kodesh 
HaKodoshim (Holy of Holies), one to be 
cast off a cliff. The Kohen Godol drew lots 
with both hands to determine which goat 
should be used for which purpose. During 
Shimon HaTzaddik’s forty-year-tenure, the 
lot indicating the goat to be offered in 
the Kodesh HaKodoshim always turned up 
in his right hand, a sign of Divine favor. 
Third, every evening a full night’s supply of 
oil was put into each lamp of 
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the Menora. Miraculously, the oil put into 
the western lamp burned for twenty-four 
hours, demonstrating the constant 
presence of Hashem in the Bais 
HaMikdosh. Fourth, although each 
Kohen received only a small portion of 
the Lechem HaPonim (the showbread), he 
felt satiated as if he had eaten a full meal. 
Fifth, the fire on the Misbei’ach (Altar) 
burned steadily without constant addition 
of wood. Sadly, after Shimon HaTzaddik’s 
petira miracles of such magnitude were no 
longer manifest in the Bais HaMikdosh. 

 

Alexander the Great 

In 3448, Alexander marched 
through the Eretz Yisrael, bringing Persian 
rule to an end. Filled with trepidation, the 
Jews sent a delegation of Kohanim led by 
Shimon HaTzaddik, all dressed in their 

priestly raiments. Upon approaching 
Alexander, they were astounded when the 
great conqueror prostrated himself before 
Shimon! When asked the reason for such 
inexplicable behavior, Alexander replied 
that before his battles a vision of Shimon 
appeared to him promising victory. After 
arising, Alexander promised to treat the 
Jews benignly. In appreciation, the Jewish 
people honored Alexander in two very 
special ways. First, all 
male Kohanim (according to some 
opinions, all male Jews) born that year 
would be named Alexander. Second, a new 
dating system for documents would be 
instituted, one based on Alexander’s rule. 
This system was known as Minyan 
Shtaros and lasted more than a thousand 
years. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2833935/jewish/Shimon-

Hatzadik-Simeon-the-Just.htm 

    

Rav Rav Rav Rav Yisrael FriedmanYisrael FriedmanYisrael FriedmanYisrael Friedman, , , , 3333
rdrdrdrd
    of of of of CheshvanCheshvanCheshvanCheshvan    

The Heilige Rizhiner 

The holy Rizhiner testified about 
himself that his mind and thoughts were so 
strongly bound to Hashem that had he 
been alone, stranded on a desert island 
with no seforim, he would still never have 
forgotten about Hashem for even one 
single instant. (Shevet MiYisrael - volume 
I, page 5) 

 

Once, Rav Uri Strelisker and Rav 
Yisrael Rizhiner met. Sitting opposite one 
another, their conversation centered 
around the price of wheat, barley and other 
grains at the current going rates on the 
market. Rav Eliezer of Taprov, a Chassid of 
Rav Uri (who later became a Rizhiner 
Chassid when Rav Uri passed away), sat 
dumbfounded as he listened in to this 
seemingly mundane talk. This is what these 
two great Tzaddikim were discussing?! And 
not only that, Rav Uri asked the current 

going rate for grain and the Rizhiner’s reply 
was wrong!  

“Sorry,” interrupted the Chassid, 
Rav Eliezer, “but that price is a mistake – 
that’s not the current going rate.”  

Hearing this interruption, the 
heilige Rizhiner lifted his eyes and pierced 
the Chassid with a cold stare, as he 
thundered, “If you have no idea what we 
are talking about, don’t interrupt!”  

They then ordered all those present 
to leave so that they could continue their 
conversation without further interruption. 
The Chassidim realized that whatever they 
were discussing was clothed and hidden by 
these seemingly mundane conversations. 
Afterward, each sent the other his tefillin 
straps as a gift! Who can fathom the ways 
of such great Tzaddikim or their hidden 
intentions? (Yehuda Lekadsho Stretin) 
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The Rizhiner once sat on Sukkos and 
burst out in a peal of laughter! Such an 
outburst of mirth was quite 
uncharacteristic for him and his close 
followers were very surprised. The Rizhiner 
explained that just then in Shomayim there 
was laughter and joy, for a simpleton had 
just awakened great simcha in the supernal 
realms by his sincere action. 

This simple Jew was hungry but 
there was no sukka in sight. What was he to 
do? How could he eat outside the sukka? 
Just then he had a brilliant idea! He 
promptly removed his hat and turned it 
upside down so that the hole would be on 
top and the sides of the hat’s brim would 
serve as the walls. He then gathered some 
straw to serve as s’chach for the roof of his 
makeshift sukka. Thus he sat down to eat 
with a sukka on his head. This simple act of 
devotion was so comical, yet so great, that 
in Shomayim they laughed in delight – and 
so did the Tzaddik. (Yalkut Mishnas 
HaRegel Pninei HaChag - page 13) 

 

As told to me by one of my great 
teachers, the Holy Sulitzer Rebbe, Rav 
Shmelka Rubin of Far Rockaway, New 
York. 

During one of his travels, the Heilige 
Rizhiner, Rav Yisrael Freidman, was once 
challenged by two Misnagdim (opponents 
of Chassidus): 

“It is very difficult for us to 
understand the ways of you so-called 
Chassidim. We arise well before daybreak 
and daven Shacharis at netz (sunrise). 
After we finish davening, we stay in the 
shul. Still wearing tallis and tefillin, we 
study Mishnayos. 

“You so-called Chassidim, on the 
other hand, daven Shacharis late and then 
after your tefilla, you bring out mezonos 
and bronfen (cake and brandy) and sit 
together around the table eating, drinking 
and singing and wishing each other 

‘L’Chayim!’ Everyone calls you people 
Chassidim (‘pious ones’) while we’re 
labeled Misnagdim? It should be the other 
way around!” 

The gabbai (attendant) of the 
Heilige Rizhiner could not restrain himself. 
He called out, “Of course! Your entire 
Avodas Hashem is performed with no 
heart, in such a cold, calculated, lifeless 
manner. It is no wonder that you study 
Mishnayos afterwards – in keeping with 
the minhag (custom) to study Mishnayos 
in memory of those who have passed away. 
We Chassidim – our davening and Avodas 
Hashem is alive! We are aflame and full of 
excitement! Well, doesn’t a living man on 
fire need a ‘L’Chayim’ – a sip of strong 
brandy to match his fiery devotion?!” 

“I am sure you realize that he is 
incorrect,” said the Heilige Rizhiner. The 
Rebbe continued, “I will explain the real 
reason for our way of davening and why we 
recite berochos and wish each other 
‘L’Chayim’ after davening. 

“Since the destruction of the Bais 
HaMikdosh, our tefillos take the place of 
the korbonos (sacrifices). When a person 
davens before his Maker, the yetzer hora 
(evil inclination) wants nothing more than 
to confuse him and introduce all manner of 
foreign thoughts into his head. This causes 
the korban to be pigul, for a foreign 
thought renders a korbon ineligible for the 
mizbei’ach and ruins the chances of our 
tefillos succeeding. Then the yetzer hora 
prosecutes against these prayers and 
proves them unworthy of being answered 
or fulfilled. However, we Chassidim 
discovered a way to solve this problem, and 
battle against the yetzer hara. 

“After davening, the Chassidim sit 
together, raise their glasses in a toast and 
wish each other ‘L’Chayim,’ while blessing 
one another with life, health, happiness, 
parnossa, nachas, children and much 
more. The yetzer hora sees them eating 
and drinking and concludes that they have 
finished davening and does not bother to 
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prosecute them or their tefillos and 
berochos. 

“Tefilla can be 
said in any language, and 
so, when Yidden come 
together and say 
‘L’Chayim’ and they 
begin to bless one 
another from the depths 
of their hearts, the yetzer 
hora leaves them alone. 
At that point all their tefillos and berochos 
ascend On High and are immediately 
answered and accepted.” 

The mere mention of the 
word ”Ruzhin” is enough to conjure up 
stories of fabulous wealth and undreamed-
of treasures. Indeed, the Rebbe of 
Ruzhin was already a legend in his own 
lifetime. All of his personal belongings, 
even his everyday cutlery, were made of the 
most expensive materials. The buttons on 
his bekeshes were made of solid gold, 
studded with diamonds, and his pillowcase 
was woven from pure gold thread. Even 
though the reasons for the Rebbe’s conduct 
were not understood by most people, he 
was regarded as one of the 
greatest Tzaddikim of his time. 

Many were the praises heaped on 
him by the Gedolim of his era: the Szanzer 
Rav, the Divrei Chaim, said he could testify 
that the Rebbe of Ruzhin was 
constantly moser nefesh for Hashem, every 
second of the day. Rav Moshe 
Kobrine exclaimed that even in the times of 
the Tanno’im and Amoro’im the Rebbe 
would have been considered a special 
person and that even when he blinked his 
eyes it was only lesheim shomayim. 
The Chiddushei HaRim spent three weeks 
traveling to the Rebbe in order to speak to 
him, and he later declared that during the 
half hour they had spent together, the 
Rebbe had taken him through half 
the Torah! Similar sentiments were echoed 
by the Apter Rav who used to say that he 
had never seen anybody as well versed in 

the Torah as the Ruzhiner. 

The Rebbe was born to Rav Sholom, 
the Rebbe of Prohibisht (who was a son 
of Rav Avrohom HaMaloch, the son of 
the Maggid of Mezritch) and his wife, 
Chava, a day after Rosh HaShana in the 
year 1797. Even before he was born they 
knew that their child was destined for 
greatness. When Rebbetzin Chava was 
pregnant she went to see the Apter Rav to 
ask for his berocha. He stood up for her as 
she came into the room, telling her that he 
was standing up for the Sefer Torah she 
was carrying inside her. As a small child his 
phenomenal level of kedusha was 
noticeable. When he was only a few years 
old he would often cry bitter tears but 
would refuse to disclose the reason for his 
crying. When his father told him that as a 
father he had the right to decree that his 
son tell him the reason for his tears, he 
answered, “I am thinking to myself how 
many times I have lifted up my hands 
today shelo lesheim shomayim (not for the 
sake of Heaven).” 

When Rav Yisrael was six years old 
he met Rav Shneur Zalman, the Ba’al 
HaTanya. Rav Shneur Zalman later related 
how deeply impressed he had been with a 
question the six-year-old child had asked 
him. The Rebbe had asked about an 
apparent contradiction in Krias Shema. 
When a person says 
the pasuk of Shema Yisrael, he must totally 
annul himself until he comes to appreciate 
that Hashem is One and that he and 
everything else cease to exist in 
comparison. If so, how is it immediately 
possible to fulfill the next pasuk of loving 
Hashem, having just totally annulled all 
personal feelings? In reply, the Ba’al 
HaTanya told him a very deep explanation 
which took a few hours to relate, and the 
Rebbe understood every word. 


It was at this time that Rav Yisrael’s 

father, Rav Sholom, was niftar, and he was 
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succeeded by his eldest son, Rav Avrohom, 
who was just sixteen at the time. Rav 
Sholom was niftar on Erev Sukkos and the 
same night Rav Avrohom sat at the head of 
the table in his father’s place. Among Rav 
Sholom’s Chassidim were a few who were 
not so happy with the confident attitude of 
the new young Rebbe. They were not 
pleased that he had become Rebbe without 
first obtaining the berocha of 
elder Tzaddikim. Sensing their displeasure, 
Rav Avrohom related the following story. 

There was once a king who spent a 
fortune building a new palace. When it was 
finished he invited his subjects to come and 
view the palace, promising a reward to 
anyone who could find a fault with any 
aspect of the new building and furnishings. 
Among the many experts who came to 
inspect the building was a simple villager. 
The man looked at the beautiful rooms and 
saw a picture hanging on the wall of a 
drunken man walking in the street holding 
a cup of wine. The villager went straight to 
the king and told him that he had found a 
major fault with the drawing. In the picture 
the man was holding a full cup and that 
was an impossibility. A drunkard sways 
from side to side and the wine in the cup 
would certainly have spilled. In reality the 
cup could be no more than half full. The 
king agreed with him, rewarding him 
handsomely. 

Pleased with his success, the man 
looked for more mistakes and soon 
proclaimed that he had found another 
fault, this time on a picture of the royal 
crown. The diamond did not suit the crown 
at all. This time, however, the king 
commanded his servants to punish the man 
for his insolence. The villager could not 
understand his crime and when he asked 
for an explanation the king said, “When it 
comes to a drunkard then you can offer 
your opinion, but how dare you, an 
uneducated man, offer an opinion about 
the royal crown?!” 

At the age of seven, Rav Yisrael 

became engaged to the daughter of Rav 
Moshe, the Rosh Yeshiva of 
Berditchev. The Berditchever Rov, Rav Levi 
Yitzchok, came to the engagement. As he 
came into the room and saw the chosson, 
he lifted up his eyes and exclaimed, 
“Hashem, You haven’t got 
many chassonim like him!” 

When Rav Yisrael was thirteen years 
old the chasuna took place. When Rav 
Yisrael turned sixteen his older brother, 
Rav Avrohom, was niftar, leaving no 
children. He was then succeeded by Rav 
Yisrael. Despite his tender age, he 
immediately began to attract masses of 
followers. The famous Chozeh (Seer) of 
Lublin said that even though Chazal say a 
person does not achieve true 
understanding before he is forty years old, 
Rav Yisrael was an exception. Similar 
sentiments were also heard from Rav Uri of 
Strelisk. Before Rav Uri was niftar at the 
age of seventy he instructed 
his Chassidim that after his petira they 
should adopt Rav Yisrael as their Rebbe 
even though he was then still in his 
twenties. 

Not long after Rav Yisrael 
became Rebbe, the famous ‘Ostilla 
Chasuna’ took place. To this chasuna of 
two major dynasties came an estimated 
seventy thousand Chassidim, including 
dozens of great Tzaddikim. The oldest 
guest was the Apter Rav, the grandfather of 
the chosson. As such he sat at the head and 
was the center of attraction. When the 
Ruzhiner entered the hall, the Apter Rav 
called out, “Make way, make way.” The 
Apter Rav’s children did not find it fitting 
that their father should belittle himself so 
much, and told their father so. The Apter 
Rav ignored their pleas, telling them, “Do 
you know who is coming? 
The Melech Yisrael (King of Yisrael) is 
coming.” 

On another occasion, when Rav 
Yisrael’s gartel fell on the floor, the Apter 
Rav picked it up and rewound it around 
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Rav Yisrael’s body, saying that he was 
fulfilling the mitzva of gelilas Sefer Torah. 
Stories such as these left a deep impression 
on the Chassidim and thousands began to 
flock to Prohibisht. The building where Rav 
Yisrael lived became too small and he 
moved to the town of Ruzhin, not far from 
Kiev in Russia, by the name of which he is 
known until today. 


Wherever the Rebbe went crowds 

came to see him. The Rebbe traveled in a 
beautiful carriage drawn by four white 
horses. On one occasion, the Rebbe was 
asked how he keeps himself from having 
haughty thoughts when he sees the many 
people pushing to see him. The Rebbe 
answered the question with a moshol: 

There was once a king who ruled 
over a country that was too big for him to 
control by himself. He therefore appointed 
a governor over each province. One day the 
king decided to visit one of his faraway 
provinces that he had never been to before. 
When the king arrived he asked the 
governor to accompany him for a stroll 
through the main street of the area. As they 
walked down the street together, crowds 
began to push each other to get a better 
view of their governor. The king, however, 
was not recognized by anyone. In the 
commotion to see the governor, the king 
got pushed and shoved around along with 
everyone else. Can you imagine how 
embarrassed the governor must have been? 
His importance came only from the king; 
he must have felt terrible to see that the 
king was getting pushed around! 
“Similarly,” ended the Ruzhiner, “when I 
see the way people try to honor me, I think 
to myself, ‘If only they would 
honor Hashem like this as well,’ and it 
makes me so upset that the idea of 
becoming haughty doesn’t even occur to 
me!” 

The Rebbe laid great emphasis on 
sanctifying his thoughts. He regarded it as 

one of the most important factors of a 
person’s madreiga (spiritual level). He 
constantly exhorted his Chassidim to strive 
toward this madreiga. At the very least the 
first thoughts a person has when he wakes 
up in the morning should be 
about Hashem. These first pure thoughts 
then stand the person in good stead for the 
rest of the day, even while he is working or 
eating. The Rebbe himself testified that if 
he were left alone in a house without 
any seforim for one hundred years he 
would not forget about Hashem for even 
one second. Often, from his 
great dveikus to Hashem, he would go into 
a deep trance and remain so for hours at a 
time. His constant awareness 
of Hashem’s presence was noticed by all. 
The famed Tzaddik, Rav Mordechai of 
Nadvorna, would say that if one wanted to 
see true fear of Hashem, one need only 
watch the conduct of the Ruzhiner: his 
knees would knock together with fright that 
he was standing in Hashem’s presence. 

One year, on Rosh HaShana, no 
signal was received from the Rebbe’s 
private room that he had finished 
davening Shemone Esrei. The Rebbe’s 
eldest son, Rav Sholom Yosef, went into the 
room and saw that his father was still on 
the first page of Shemone Esrei. Rav 
Sholom Yosef turned the pages of 
the machzor for his father until the end 
of davening. Later the Ruzhiner explained 
what had happened. When he realized that 
he was standing in front of Hashem, he 
suddenly found himself so overcome with 
fear that he was unable to move even his 
arm – as if he had been paralyzed – and 
therefore was unable to turn over the pages 
of the machzor to continue davening. 


Although from the outside it 

appeared that the Rebbe enjoyed all the 
comforts of this world, nothing could be 
further from the truth. In reality, the Rebbe 
afflicted himself terribly, denying his body 
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even the basic necessities. This point is 
illustrated by the famous story of the 
Rebbe’s boots. The Rebbe used to wear a 
magnificent pair of boots. It was rumored 
that even the Czar of Russia was jealous of 
these boots. Made of solid gold and 
studded with diamonds and other precious 
stones, they were the envy of all who 
beheld them. Once on a bitterly cold night 
the Rebbe went out in his boots to sanctify 
the New Moon. The Rebbe stood for a long 
time in the snow davening. When he left, 
the Chassidim noticed blood where he had 
been standing. 

An investigation of the Rebbe’s 
boots revealed that they had no soles. Every 
time the Rebbe wore them he was really 
walking barefoot and when he stood on the 
snow his feet became stuck to the icy 
ground, causing them to bleed when he left. 
When this story became known, even those 
people who had until then been opposed to 
his extravagant lifestyle, bowed their heads 
in deference, acknowledging that the 
Rebbe’s every action was only for the sake 
of Heaven and not for his own pleasure. 

The Rebbe would go for days on end 
without eating. On one occasion he 
commented that when the time came for 
him to be born, his neshomo did not want 
to descend into this lowly world until the 
body promised the neshomo that it would 
not partake of this world, only what it 
would need for its basic survival. 

When the Rebbe was asked why he 
chose to follow an extravagant lifestyle 
unlike the other Tzaddikim of the time who 
lived in poverty, he answered as follows, 
“We find that the two traits of humility and 
wisdom are intertwined. Only somebody 
who is truly wise can acquire the trait of 
humility, and similarly, only someone who 
is truly humble can become wise. Moshe 
Rabbeinu is called the most humble of 
men, and if so, he must also have been the 
wisest. Shlomo HaMelech is known as the 
wisest of all men and therefore must have 
also been the most humble. The reason 

Moshe is praised for his humility is because 
a Rav has the right to be mochel on 
his kovod (forgive personal slights). A king, 
however, even if he wants to, may not 
be mochel on 
his kovod (melech shemochal al kevodo, ei
n kevodo mochul). Therefore Shlomo could 
only be praised for his wisdom. “What can I 
do?” said the Rebbe, “it has been thrust on 
me from Heaven to take the way of royalty. 
It wasn’t my choice and I haven’t the ability 
to exempt myself from this derech.” 

In keeping with this derech, the 
Rebbe would often comment that 
a Yid’s biggest aveira is when he forgets 
that he is a ’ben melech’ – the son of a king: 
Hashem. As long as a person remembers 
who he is, he is less likely to fall to lower 
standards. 


The Rebbe’s fame spread far and 

wide and people came to see him from all 
over. From Germany, Rav Shamshon 
Refoel Hirsch traveled especially to Ruzhin. 
Afterward, when he was asked what 
impression the Rebbe had made on him, he 
answered, “It is quite unbelievable to see 
how all the money and kovod is brought to 
him, and he himself is totally uninterested 
in it. His one and only concern is how to 
increase Kevod Shomayim and 
the kovod of Klal Yisrael.” 

Indeed, the Rebbe was constantly 
occupied with trying to lift the Yidden up 
from their poverty and problems. As a 
small child he used to go to the cattle 
market and tell the butchers which animals 
were treif and therefore should not be 
bought. When the Rebbe’s father heard of 
this he ordered his son to cease this 
practice. The young Ruzhiner protested 
that he wanted to save 
the Yiddishe butchers from losing their 
money. 

The Rebbe sought to lighten the 
heavy burden of the Yidden as much as 
possible. When it was decreed that all 
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the Yidden had to change their way of dress 
to that of the goyim, most of the poskim of 
the time held that a person should give up 
his life rather than change his mode of 
dress. When the Rebbe was asked what he 
held, he answered, “Yaakov Ovinu received 
the berochos from his father Yitzchok 
dressed in Eisov’s clothes.” 

Even people who had fallen from the 
correct path could hear a warm word from 
the Rebbe. In the times of the Ba’al Shem 
Tov and his talmidim, it was mainly the 
elite who found a place at the Rebbe’s table. 
The Ruzhiner, however, sought to include 
even the simple and unlearned. He would 
constantly remind his Chassidim about the 
importance of being with a Rebbe. He 
would say that even if they didn’t learn 
anything new whilst in Ruzhin, it was still 
worth the effort to come. 

Although always occupied with lofty 
thoughts, the Rebbe was able to speak to 
every person on his own level. When a 
simple person told him that he did not 
know how to do teshuva, the Rebbe 
retorted, “And to sin you did know? You 
just did it without thinking twice and later 
you realized that you had done an aveira. 
Now too, if you start mending your ways 
the teshuva will follow automatically.” 

To another person, the Rebbe 
advised that his teshuva would be to daven 
only using a siddur. Even the 
smallest berocha should only be said from 
a siddur. In due course, 
this ba’al teshuva became known as a well-
respected Tzaddik. 

The Rebbe would do his utmost to 
help others. He would say that just like 
metal becomes hot when placed in fire and 
freezing cold when placed in the cold, 
similarly he himself feels the pain and 
suffering of every Yid from one end of the 
world to the other. Not for nothing did the 
aged Rebbe of Vorka, Rav Yitzchok, 
proclaim that Ahavas Yisrael such as he 
had seen in Ruzhin was not to be found 
anywhere else! 

When news arrived in Ruzhin of an 
evil decree against the Yidden, the Rebbe 
would lock himself up for weeks at a time 
in his private quarters to daven that 
Hashem annul the decree. At such times it 
was literally impossible to see or speak to 
him; not even his closest family or 
gabboim were granted access. 

In his tefillos the Rebbe would 
constantly be melamed zechus on the 
Yidden. He would often repeat that when 
the Berditchever Rav would see a person 
carrying his tallis and tefillin on the way 
to shul, he would remark about 
the tzidkus of such a person who leaves his 
warm bed every morning in order 
please Hashem. If so, then what can one 
say nowadays when a person who leaves his 
home to go to shul doesn’t know if his 
children are going to be snatched away to 
the army while he is out? Such a person can 
be likened to the Ba’al Shem Tov himself! 


The Rebbe cared not only for 

the Yidden in his vicinity but also for those 
from far and wide. He took a special 
interest in helping those living 
in Eretz Yisrael. At that time it was 
extremely difficult to live in Eretz Yisrael. 
Only four thousand frum Yidden inhabited 
the land in very primitive conditions. A 
large number of them lived on money sent 
by Kollel Volhin. This organization 
administrated most of the needs of those in 
the Holy Land. 

The Rebbe, who headed 
Kollel Volhin, was in charge of raising and 
distributing the money to the needy. As a 
direct descendent of Dovid HaMelech, the 
Rebbe felt that it was his duty to see to their 
welfare. Anyone who wanted to immigrate 
to Eretz Yisrael had first to obtain the 
Rebbe’s permission, otherwise he would 
not receive money from the Kollel. The 
Rebbe insisted that every person going to 
live in Eretz Yisrael must be able to support 
himself for the first three years; only 
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afterward would he be paid by the Kollel. 
Through this the burden was eased on 
those already there. 

 
 

When word reached the Rebbe that 
the Russian Czar intended to build a big 
church in the Old City of Yerushalayim, the 
Rebbe summoned Rav Nisan Bak who lived 
in Yerushalayim and was one of the Rebbe’s 
faithful Chassidim. The Rebbe gave him a 
sum of money and told him to rush and buy 
the plot of land before the Russians did so. 
Rav Nisan arrived there a few days ahead of 
the Russians and succeeded in buying the 
plot of land. When the Czar heard that the 
land had been snatched out of his hands he 
exploded in a fit of rage about the Rebbe 
who always got in his way. The Czar was 
forced to buy a different plot of land, 
known today as the Russian Compound. 
With the money the Rebbe sent, a big shul 
was built. The shul was known as the “Rav 
Nisan Bak Shul” and stood until 1948 when 
it was destroyed by the Arabs. 

Although the Rebbe longed to go 
and settle in Eretz Yisrael, he was unable to 
forsake his Chassidim. He used to say that 
if he came to Eretz Yisrael he would be 
asked why he had come without his Yidden. 
On one occasion the Rebbe spoke about the 
final Geula and said that it would begin 
with the gradual immigration 
of Yidden to Eretz Yisrael. Just as in the 
times of Ezra there was no miraculous 
redemption as in Egypt, similarly in our 

times, if the generation will not be worthy, 
the redemption will also take place in a 
natural way. 

The countries of the world will 
decide to give the Yidden Eretz Yisrael as a 
land of their own and the Yidden will come 
back and rebuild the land. There will be 
great miracles but they will be hidden in 
the circle of nature, and after this we will 
see the Final Redemption. As the Rebbe 
finished these words he sighed and said, 
“Of course it bothers us that 
the Geula should start in such a way, but 
we have no more strength to wait. However 
it will be, let it start already.” 

 

The Russian Czar and the 
various maskilim of the time were greatly 
distressed by the power the Rebbe wielded. 
Through his royal conduct, the Rebbe 
greatly uplifted the level of the 
downtrodden masses. The maskilim had 
long been plotting to bring about the 
Rebbe’s downfall, but without any success. 
When the Rebbe was forty years old, he was 
arrested on charges of having had a hand in 
a murder. An informer brought evidence 
that the Rebbe had ordered the execution 
of a second informer. As the Rebbe was 
taken away into custody he said, “‘Gam ki 
eilech be’gei tzalmoves lo iro ra.’ Even as I 
am to be locked up I am not afraid. One 
thing however upsets me, though: ‘ki atta 
imodi’, that You, Hashem, will be with me; 
the Shechina will also be in Golus with me. 

Following the orders of the Czar 
himself, the Rebbe was locked up in the 
notorious Kiev dungeons. The Rebbe spent 
twenty-two months locked away under 
terrible conditions in a small, dark and 
damp cellar. No charges were ever brought 
against him, nor was he ever put on trial. 
The Rebbe was then transferred to a second 
prison in Kamenitz for six months until he 
was finally freed on Shushan Purim. A few 
days after the Rebbe was freed he was given 
a tip-off that the Czar had decided to 

The Ruzhiner shul “Tiferes Yisrael” 

(Nisan Bak Shul in the Old City of Yerushalayim 
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rearrest him on charges of rebellion and 
had already passed a sentence of life exile 
to Siberia. The Rebbe was left with no 
option but to flee Russia. 

As soon as the authorities realized 
that the Rebbe had disappeared, soldiers 
were sent to look for him and prevent his 
escape. The Rebbe crossed the border into 
Austria in the middle of the night, and the 
Russians, having narrowly missed 
recapturing him, returned home empty-
handed. The Russian Czar, however, did 
not give up and demanded that Austria 
send the Rebbe back to Russia. 

Meanwhile, ‘witnesses’ were 
produced who testified that the Rebbe was 
really an Austrian citizen who had 
disappeared many years ago and had 
finally returned home to Austria. The 
Russians, however, also had witnesses to 
contradict this story and insisted on his 
return. The Austrian Government, 
however, refused to comply. They knew 
that the Rebbe would attract tens of 
thousands of Chassidim who were good for 
the economy and businesses of the area. 
The Rebbe was simply too valuable an asset 
to lose. 

When Rav Yitzchok of Vorka came 
to visit the Rebbe soon after he arrived in 
Austria, the Rebbe told him that he had not 
been imprisoned for his own sins, for in his 
life he had never transgressed even the 
smallest issur derabonon. 


Not long after the Rebbe settled in 

Austria he was asked by one of 
his Chassidim why he did not take revenge 
against the Russian Czar. Everyone knew 
that the Rebbe was able to work miracles, 
so why didn’t he seek to destroy the Czarist 
regime? 

“Do you believe in all the miracles 
that took place when Hashem took 
the Yidden out of Egypt?” the Rebbe asked 
him. 

“Of course I believe,” answered 
the Yid. 

“And do you believe that Hashem 
still has the same power to perform such 
miracles?” the Rebbe continued, and 
the Yid answered him again, “Of course, 
Rebbe, I believe!” 

“If so,” the Rebbe asked him, “can 
you explain to me why Hashem does not 
punish the Czar for all his wicked actions?” 
If Hashem doesn’t feel that it is time to 
punish him, what’s the wonder if I also 
keep quiet?” 

The time came, however, that the 
Rebbe felt he could not keep quiet any 
longer. A few days before Purim, the Rebbe 
asked that one of his Chassidim dress up as 
the Russian Czar on Purim. 
The Chassidim understood that the Rebbe 
had deep kavonos in his request, and it 
wasn’t just going to be a show. 
On Purim, the Rebbe was in the middle of 
his Purim Seuda, when suddenly the door 
opened and in walked the dressed-up 
“Czar”. The Rebbe rose respectfully to his 
feet and addressed the “Czar”. “Your 
Majesty the Czar, you have decreed harsh 
decrees against my people. I ask you, please 
annul these harsh decrees.” 

The “Czar”, however, refused: it was 
impossible to retract. The Rebbe’s face 
became more serious as he once again 
asked, “Please, I beg of His Majesty to have 
pity and rescind the decrees.” 

“No, it is impossible, it cannot be 
done,” the “Czar” answered with 
impudence. 

The Rebbe’s face turned white and, 
getting up from his chair, the Rebbe came 
over to the “Czar” and in an emotional 
voice ordered him immediately to leave the 
room and never return. Afterward the 
Rebbe sank down into his chair and in a 
broken voice he said, “Chazal tell us, ‘Ein 
lecho odom she’ein lo sho’oh.’ Every person 
comes to the world to fulfill a specific task. 
Had this Chassid realized that he should 
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have agreed to annul the decrees, 
automatically in Russia they would also 
have been annulled. A great pity that this 
opportunity has been lost.” 


The Rebbe settled in the town 

of Sadiger. Some years earlier Rav Chaim 
Kosover had promised the people of the 
town that one day a great Tzaddik would 
come to live there, and would make the 
name “Sadiger” famous for all generations. 
Once again the Rebbe set up a magnificent 
court with a big shul. Tens of thousands 
flocked to Sadiger, and indeed all the 
people of the area became his Chassidim. 
The Rebbe lived in Sadiger for ten years 
until his petira. A few months before he 
was niftar he started to drop broad hints of 
his imminent departure. Just 
before Rosh HaShana 1851 he told his sons 
that he had prepared extremely beautiful 
living quarters for himself and he would be 
moving there after the Yomim Tovim were 
over. As he walked into 
his Bais Medrash on Yom Kippur, he put 
his hands on the mezuza and announced 
that he would be a kapora for Klal Yisrael. 
Right after Sukkos the Rebbe became ill 
and was niftar on the third of Cheshvan. 

A few hours before he was niftar he 
asked one of his close Chassidim if he knew 
what Esther davened before she went to 
Achashverosh. Without waiting for an 
answer the Rebbe himself answered, “She 
asked Hashem that He either help 
the Yidden or take her from this world.” 
These were the Rebbe’s last words before 
his petira: “Rav Yehuda HaNossi testified 
about himself that he never had enjoyment 
from this world, not even the amount of a 
small finger, and I testify about myself that 
I did not enjoy this world – not even the 
amount of a bit of thread (kechut 
hasa’ara). The reason for my grand and 
royal conduct was totally lesheim 
shomayim.” 

With these words the Rebbe 

was niftar. He was only fifty-four years old. 
The doctor who examined him diagnosed 
that the Rebbe was niftar because his heart 
had given way in its longing to be reunited 
with its Creator. The Rebbe’s son, Rav 
Avrohom Yaakov, used to say that just as 
on Shabbos, Gehinnom is shut, the same is 
true on his father’s yahrzeit, the third 
of Cheshvan: Gehinnom is also closed. This 
statement can be reinforced with a story 
which occurred about eighty years ago. 

A lady whose father was niftar on 
the third of Cheshvan had a dream a few 
days later in which her father appeared to 
her and told her that since he had passed 
away on the Ruzhiner’s yahrzeit, he was let 
straight into Gan Eden. The lady 
immediately wrote to her brothers and 
sisters who lived in different towns in 
Europe, informing them of her dream. A 
few weeks later she received letters from all 
of her brothers and sisters and each one 
told over the same dream that she had. And 
each one had the dream on the same night! 


The Rebbe’s derech was carried on 

through his six sons. Each of them moved 
to a different town where they set up their 
own courts. The Rebbe thought very highly 
of all his sons. He used to say that just like 
one used to come to seek guidance from 
the urim vetumim in the times of the Bais 
HaMikdosh, in the same way people would 
come to ask them for advice. The Rebbe’s 
oldest son, Rav Sholom Yosef, 
was niftar less than a year after his father 
and was succeeded by his son Rav Yitzchok, 
who became the first Bohusher Rebbe. The 
Ruzhiner’s second son, Rav Avrohom 
Yaakov, took his father’s place in Sadiger. 
He had two sons, the eldest, Rav Yitzchok, 
was the first Boyaner Rebbe and the 
younger son, Rav Yisrael, was Rebbe 
in Sadiger. The third son of the Ruzhiner 
was Rav Dov Ber, who was Rebbe 
in Lieov and the fourth son, Rav 
Menachem Nachum, was Rebbe 
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in Sthefanesht. Rav Dovid Moshe, the 
Chortkover Rebbe, was the fifth son 
and Rav Mordechai Shraga, the Husyatiner 
Rebbe, was the sixth son. 

In addition to his sons, the Ruzhiner 
also had four daughters. The eldest 
daughter, Chaya Malka, was married to Rav 
Yitzchok of Skver. The next daughter,
was married to Rav Yosef Mansohn. Their 
elder son Rav Levi Yitzchok was 
Ozeranah and their second son Rav Chaim 
Dov was Rebbe in Brod. The third 


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day:

Based on Chovos HaLevavos

There are 7 qualities that 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me.

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions

may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know.

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with 

kindest person you could ever imagine. 



  דבורה

Refuah Sheleimah  
מינדל אסתר לאה �  מרדכי צבי ב
 דבורה � יחיאל מיכל ב
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 שיינא דבורה � פסח גרשו� ב
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 רחל חנה � אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     
 פערל שרה בת הודיה 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 

 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 
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Rav Dovid Moshe, the 
, was the fifth son 

Rav Mordechai Shraga, the Husyatiner 

In addition to his sons, the Ruzhiner 
also had four daughters. The eldest 
daughter, Chaya Malka, was married to Rav 
Yitzchok of Skver. The next daughter, Gitel, 
was married to Rav Yosef Mansohn. Their 
elder son Rav Levi Yitzchok was Rebbe in 

and their second son Rav Chaim 
in Brod. The third 

daughter, Miriam, was married to
Menachem Mendel of Vizhnitz, founder of 
the famous Vizhnitzer dynasty. The last 
daughter, Leah, was married to Rav Dovid 
Halpern. Their son, Rav Sholom Hal
was the founder of the
Through his six sons 
Ruzhiner Chassidus spread far and wide, 
bringing Yidden closer to their Father in 
Heaven ad bi’as go’el tzedek

www.nishmas.org/gdynasty/chap1.htm


Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any problem there is 

what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything ove

The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness 
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Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 

 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Father and Teacher
 

HaRav HaChassid

 Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Goldenberg ל''ז  of Micula, Satmar
 

A beloved talmid 

  HaRav Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  

and of the Holy Satmar 

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel” 
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לעילוי נשמת

ל"ישראל ז' שמעו� ב� ר
Reb Shimon’s Yahrzeit is on אייר

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he neve

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

friends. 
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the Gate of Trust 

to any problem there is – even if it 

who controls everything over the entire world. 

 more than the nicest, 

 

Dear Father and Teacher 

HaRav HaChassid 
Avraham Chaim ben Sholom and Frumit 

Micula, Satmar 

talmid of  

Yechezkel Shraga Schonfeld  ל''זצ  

and of the Holy Satmar Rav,  

Ba’al “Divrei Yoel”  ע''זי  

ר ח''הרה נשמת לעילוי
א''כ ק''מוצש נפטר 

 לעילוי נשמת

שמעו� ב� ר' ר  
אייר' ד . Reb Shimon was a 

special man who welcomed all with a smile and a hug. 

Although he suffered terribly, he never uttered any 

complaints. May he be a Meilitz Yosher for his family and 

 


