
 

 

 

 

 

First fruits 
Weekly Torah portion Ki Sovoi writes: “And it will be, when you come into the land, which the L-rd, 
your Hashem, gives you for an inheritance, and you possess it and settle in it, that you shall take of the 
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you will bring from your land, which the L-rd, your Hashem, is 
giving you.  And you shall put [them] into a basket and go the place which the L-rd, your Hashem, will 
choose to have His Name dwell there” (Devarim 26:1-3). 
Why does Torah repeat twice, that Hashem gives us the land?  Why in the first instance it says “gives 
you for an inheritance,” and in the second, just “is giving you”? Why does the first sentence being with 
“And it will be”?  What is the message to us now, living outside of the Holy Land, and without the 
Temple? 
Let’s try to answer these questions with this story: 
Many years ago, lived in France poor wine merchant.  He and his wife were righteous Jews, but to their 
great sorrow Hashem didn’t bless them with children.    
One day, as he was leaving his store, the Jew noticed a strangely-looking stone on the side of the road. 
He wiped off the dirt, and saw, that the stone had a special shine to it.  He decided to show it to the 
jeweler. 
--What a beautiful stone, - exclaimed the jeweler, after he carefully examined it through the magnifying 
glass. –It is worth a fortune.  I couldn’t buy it with all the money I have.  But I’ll tell you what.  Some 
wealthy merchants are passing through our town right now, and they are looking for the most exquisite 
gems.  Maybe they will be willing to pay for it. 
The poor wine merchant was very happy.  Finally he won’t have to worry about where his next meal 
was going to come from.  He found the merchants and showed them the stone. 
--Oh, this is exactly what we’ve been looking for! – exclaimed the leader of the group. –It is really worth 
a great amount of money.  We don’t even have such a sum with us.  Only our priest would be able to 
pay you for it.  Listen to me, travel with us to our country, and you’ll pay you there. 
Jew agreed to the proposition, said “good-bye” to his wife, packed some provisions for the way, and 
the next morning sailed with the merchants. 
However, soon he began to doubt his decision.  “I am going with non-Jewish merchants, - he thought. –
How do I know, who their priest is.  Most likely he is an idolater.  If I sell him the stone, it would be like I 
gave a gift to their god.  I can’t do that.”  He started praying, “Master of the World, please, don’t let me 
commit a sin before You!” 
At that moment one of the merchants came over to him and quietly whispered, “I am a Jew, but I left 
our faith.  But I see that you keep the commandments, and I must tell you the truth.  You should know 
that these merchants are idol worshippers.  They travel around the world and buy the best jewels for 
their temple.  They will pay you a lot of money, but your stone will be used for their pagan rites.  It’s up 
to you to decide, what you want to do.” 
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The Jew paled as he heard these words.  He thought about the riches, which this gem could bring him, 
but he shuddered at the thought of betraying Hashem.  “What should I do? – he thought.  –If I tell them 
that I changed my mind and won’t sell the stone to them, they will kill me and take it anyway.”  But 
Hashem directed his thoughts.  The Jew put the gem in his purse, and, holding it in his hand, began 
strolling on the deck.  When a strong wave rocked the ship, he pretended to be falling, clutched the 
rails with both hands, and let the purse fall overboard. 
When the sea waters swallowed the gem, he started screaming, “My precious stone!  My precious 
stone!  I was holding it in my hand, and now it fell into the water.  It is lost forever!” 
Merchants heard his cries and ran to the deck.  “What did you do?  What an ignorant man!  What were 
you thinking, holding the jewel in your hand while walking on the deck?  Didn’t you see the strong 
waves?  No money for you.  Go back!”  They lowered him in the boat off the ship and sailed away.  Jew 
returned safely to his home. 
On the doorstep of his house, the Jew saw an old man with an angelic face and flowing white beard.  
“Because you refused the shiny gold and silver coins for Hashem, He will bless you with a son, who will 
illuminate the whole world with the light of the Torah,” – he said. 
The man was Eliyahu haNavi.  Just like he said, soon a son was born to the Jew and his wife, and they 
called him Shlomo.  He became the great Rashi, who wrote the commentary to Oral and Written Torah, 
which is studied in the yeshivot around the world. 
 
Now let’s go back to our questions.  When the Torah speaks about the land “which Hashem gives you 
as an inheritance,” it means the Holy Land of Israel.  Each Jew received his portion, and from it he had 
to bring the first fruits to the Temple.  First fruits are very dear to the person, because he invested a lot 
of energy in tending to his fields and orchards.  However, it is the first fruits that he had to dedicate to 
the Temple, and then Hashem would dwell there. 
When the Torah talks about the land, that Hashem “gives you,” it refers to any place in the world, 
where Jews live, as well as to their possessions.  “And it will be” – each person, wherever he may find 
himself, be it in the Land of Israel or in the Diaspora, will have things, which he cherishes very much, 
similar to the farmer, who cherishes the first fruits.  When he parts with them for Hashem, like Rashi’s 
father parted with the precious jewel, and submits his desires to the will of Hashem, then he will 
sanctify His Name, and It will dwell inside him, like it is written “to have His Name dwell there”. 
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