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Re’ei 2017- Fleishfest 
 

 In this week’s parsha the Bnai 

Yisrael are instructed in the laws of 

Shechita- how to halachically kill an 

animal in order to eat its meat. In 

prefacing this mitzvah, the Torah gives 

us the imagery of one who has a 

hankering for a good piece of fleish. It 

says, “Veamarta ochla bassar, ki 

sa’aveh nafshecha le’echol bassar...” - 

“And you will say, “I would eat meat”, 

for you will desire to eat meat...” (Devarim, 12:20). The Kli Yakar gives a most 

scathing analysis of which type of man the Torah is portraying. He says this is a 

person who feels distanced from Hashem and from the holiness of the Bais 

Hamikdash, to the point that he has allowed his physical dsires to get the better of 

him. But what is most egregious, says the Kli Yakar, is this individual’s voicing of 

his desires [“I would eat meat”]. The Kli Yakar does not really explain why the 

verbalization of one’s desires is worse than keeping it in one’s heart. Perhaps we 

may offer a simple understanding.  

 A person who was arrested on a trumped-up charge hired an expensive 

lawyer to defend him. The lawyer advised him that when called to the stand, instead 

of answering the questions, he should pull a whistle out of his pocket and blow into 

it. Sure enough the day came, he was called to the stand, and proceeded to blow his 

whistle at the judge like a crazed individual, instead of giving normal cogent 

answers. Seeing this, the judge dismissed the case saying, “I do not have time and 

patience to deal with lunatics.” 

 The next day the lawyer came to the defendant’s house to collect payment 

for his services. Upon demanding his money, the defendant reached into his pocket, 

pulled out the whistle and started blowing it at the lawyer. 

  "You arrogant fool”, said the lawyer, “I taught you this trick! Don't you dare 

use it on me". 

 Says the Dubno Maggid, Hashem gave us a wonderful gift in the ability to 

forget. Without it we would not be able to go on with life after a fight or after death 

of a loved one. Those experiences are so painful and would be so raw, it would deny 

one the ability in functioning properly. Forgetting things over time helps heal our 

many wounds. So, what do we do with this precious gift? We use it to forget 

Hashem! 



 The pasuk says (Devorim, 32:18) "Tzur Yeladcha Teshi", Hashem taught us 

how to forget. "Vatishkach Kel Micholilecha" and (with it) we forgot Hashem our 

creator. 

 Similarly, with our speech. What separates us from the animal world is 

chiefly our ability to speak. It is a precious and magnificent gift that Hashem has 

given us. With it we can communicate, discuss, infuse our lives with holiness. When 

man instead uses this gift to bring himself back down to the level of an animal, he 

is no different than the whistling man in the Dubna Maggid’s parable. 

 This is what makes the character in the passuk so troubling. He takes the 

most precious commodity given to a human, his speech, and uses it to proclaim that 

he wants to be just like an animal. The irony and arrogance of this is something that 

makes this person so pathetic. 

 As we begin Elul and its 30-day preparation for Yomim Nora’aim, our job 

description is to recalibrate and fine-tune our talking skills. Cuz come Rosh Hashana 

& Yom Kippur, we are going to need those skills big time. Let us keep the whistles 

in the pocket, and try and devote our speech for the arenas in life which keep us at 

least one-step above the animals. 
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