
Learning in Memory of Rebbetzin Nebenzahl a"h

Instead of Mishnayot, HaRav Nebenzahl Shlit"a asks that alumni commit to learn Hilchot Shabbat and

Loshon  Harah  l'ilui  Nishmat  Rebbeitzen  Shifra  Nebenzahl  a"h.  He  called  it  "Shmirat  Shabbat

V'Halashon".

Click here to sign up to this commitment. We will be designing a daily learning program shortly.

American Friends of Netiv Aryeh supports our programs. To contribute or pledge to American Friends of

Netiv Aryeh, please visit http://www.afna.us/donate

We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it  does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The  Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard  and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT VAYAKHEL 5776

THOUGHTS FOR PARSHAT SHEKALIM

This week, the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh Adar Sheni we read Parshas Shekalim. Why is the

Jewish nation commanded to bring the machatzis hashekel? The Torah states: "every man shall give

a 'kofer' for his soul" (Shemos 30:12). Why must we bring a kofer? Rashi explains that counting Bnei

Yisrael would place us in danger and thus we count a substitute, a coin of a half and shekel. Another

approach states that the word 'kofer' comes from the word 'kapara' - atonement, the half-shekel is

an atonement for the chet haegel. The fact that the Torah states the commandment to donate the

half-shekel prior to the description of the chet haegel is not necessarily of any concern, for we have a

rule: "there is no early and late when it comes to the Torah."

The Torah describes those who are obligated as "this shall they give, everyone who passes through

the 'pekudim' a half a shekel of the sacred shekel, the shekel is twenty geras, half a shekel as a
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donation to Hashem. Everyone who passes through the 'pekudim', from twenty years of age and up,

shall give the donation of Hashem' (ibid. 13-14). What is the meaning behind 'all who pass through

the pekudim'? One explanation is that it refers to those who violated ('oveir') the 'pekudim' - the

mitzvoth of Hashem. For this reason, according to some, members of the tribe of Levi are exempt

because they did not 'violate the commandments of Hashem' for they did not participate in the chet

haegel. Another possible source for exempting the tribe of Levi is that the mitzvah applies to those

from twenty years and up. We know that in the census taken the other tribes are counted from age

twenty while the tribe of Levi is counted from one month. While there are sources for exempting

Levi, there are those who rule that they are required. According to the first reason given, a convert

should also be exempt for his ancestors did not participate in the chet haegel, but we know that he is

required.

What is the value of a machatzis hashekel? The Torah states, as we cited above, "a half shekel of the

sacred shekel, the shekel is twenty geras, half a shekel as a donation to Hashem." If a half a shekel

is twenty geras this means that a shekel is ten geras. Why did the Torah not state "ten gera", what is

the significance of half a shekel. The Torah clearly wished to emphasize this idea of a half, as we

know that prior to Purim we donate a half of the local currency - whether a shekel or a British Pound.

Why does the Torah emphasize the idea of a half?

One of the lessons is that it is atonement for half of the nation - only for the men, the women did not

participate. We know that a man is only half a person and only together with his wife is an entire unit

(although a man is  permitted by the Torah to have more than one wife,  in  practice most men

generally had only one wife). The source for this is the description of the creation: "He created them

male and female, He blessed them and called their name Man" (5:2), this means that a person is not

"a man" without the two halves. Thus a wife may be understood as being half of a man.

Harav Aryeh Levin once came to the doctor with his wife and said "our foot is hurting us." Another

story relating to Harav Aryeh Levin is that he was told of a certain person who did not sufficiently

honor his wife. He went to the person's shul and gave a lecture regarding the importance of a man

honoring his wife. One of the people in the audience was Harav Isser Zalman Meltzer zt"l who at the

end of the drasha approached Rav Aryeh saying: "I  realize you had me in mind and I must do

teshuva and give greater honor to my wife." Rav Aryeh responded: everyone knows how much the

Rav honors his wife, clearly he was not the subject of my drasha. Rav Isser Zalman insisted - clearly

you were referring to me and I must improve my ways.

A man is commanded to honor his wife more than himself. Differences of opinion are permitted but

the discussion must be in a calm atmosphere. Parents often differ on how to raise children - the

father may at times take a tough approach while the mother a more gentle approach. I heard a story

of parents who thought it was important for their children to be involved in family discussions to the

extent that they would always ask them what they thought. This is not acceptable - a child must

respect his parents and realize that he does not know everything and certainly does not know as

much as his parents. Parents may become angry at their children but the anger must be expressed

out of love.

The Shekalim throughout the period of the Beis Hamikdash were used to purchase the korbanos

which atone for our sins. The atonement can only take effect if we observe the dictates of the Torah,

if we do not observe the Torah then they cannot atone. The prophet declared: "why do I need your

numerous sacrifices? Says Hashem" (Yeshayahu 1:11), similarly: "does Hashem delight in elevation-

offerings and feast-offerings as in obedience to the voice of Hashem? (Shmuel I 15:22). Hashem is

not as interested in our korbanos as in our heeding His words? We beseech Hashem daily: "restore

the service to the Holy of Holies of Your Temple," and on Musaf of Shabbos and Yom Tov we declare:

"there we will perform before You the rite of our required offerings ... and the musaf of this ... day."

The offerings create a sense of love between Hashem and His nation, but the main goal is for us to

observe the mitzvoth of the Torah. When we did not keep the mitzvoth of the Torah then Hashem

destroyed the Beis Hamikdash due to our sins.

May we merit giving the half-shekel in the Beis Hamikdash, speedily in our day. Amen.
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