
 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 
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May He grant you peace 
These are the final words of Birchas Kohanim (the priestly blessing).  On this possuk, 
the Medrash in Bamidbar Rabbo [11:7] states, sholom bek’nisosech, sholom 
be’yitziosech, sholom im kol odom – peace when you come in, peace when you go 
out and peace with every man.  The Ksav Sofer offers a beautiful elucidation of this 
Medrash.  The Gemoro in Maseches Brochos [56b] discusses the interpretation of 
many different dreams, which contain within them certain symbols.  Among such 
symbols, three are said to signify peace; they are a kettle, a river and a bird.  The 
Ksav Sofer explains that these represent three different kinds of peace.  The kettle 
represents peace in one’s home, where all the members of the household 
harmoniously share the use of the same kitchen equipment and utensils.  The river 
signifies peace in one’s homeland, where all the citizens share the water and the 
other benefits of the country's natural resources.  The bird symbolises world peace, 
since a bird is not limited to any specific locale and can fly unimpeded to wherever 
its wings take it.  When Hashem gives us a brocho (blessing) for sholom it is 
intended to be all encompassing.  Hashem blesses us with sholom bek’nisosech – 
you will have peace when you come in, meaning within the confines of your 
home; sholom be’yitziosech – peace when you go outside and interact with your 
fellow citizens and society around you; and sholom im kol odom – no matter where 
in the world and no matter with whom, peace shall reign supreme.  With that is 
going on around us r’’l, we pray sincerely that Hashem should send such a brocho 
speedily in our days. 

 
 

 
On the second day, Nesanel ben Tzu’or brought (his offering) 

This week’s parshah is famous for the lengthy exposition of the korbonos (offerings) brought by each individual nosi (tribal 
prince) on his own designated day as part of the inauguration ceremony for the Mishkan (tabernacle).  The complete tally of 
each daily set of korbonos was identical across the whole of the twelve days.  Rashi explains the overall remozim (allusions) 
that were involved in the choice of korbanos, which were related to Odom hoRishon, the seventy nations of the world, the 
Torah, Avrohom and so on.  It is worthy of note that Rashi discusses all of this in respect of the korban of Nesanel ben Tzu'or, 
who was not the first nosi to bring his offerings, but rather the second.  Why does Rashi postpone his comment from the 
opening day’s korbonos brought by Nachshon ben Aminodov, waiting until Nesanel’s on the second day?  In answer to this, 
the Chasam Sofer makes the point that, on the first day, Rashi did not yet have a basis for concluding that these korbonos 
represented anything other than an unstintingly generous gift.  It was only when the second nosi brought an identical … page 2 

 

 ַּבּיֹום ַהֵּׁשִני ִהְקִריב ְנַתְנֵאל ֶּבן־צּוָער   [7:18]
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Do not make yourself into a lawyer 
This exhortation by Rebbi Yehuda ben Tabbai requires some 
explanation (especially for those who may indeed be lawyers).  The 
Bartenura suggests that the mishnah intends to convey a warning 
against those who would seek to assist one party or another in a court 
case, by devising clever arguments to help them win.  Rather, says the 
Bartenura, a person should just ‘tell it as it is’, setting everything out 
in a transparent and straightforward manner and leave justice to run 
its course.  The lawyers amongst us may, however, prefer the 
interpretation of the Ben Ish Chai.  In his sefer Zechus Ovos, he writes 
that this mishnah is really alluding to a person's internalised and self-
reflective judgment.  Chazal inform us that Shaul haMelech made one 
mistake and lost his kingdom, whereas Dovid haMelech made two 
mistakes and did not suffer the same fate.  What was the essential 
difference between their two situations?  The Ben Ish Chai explains 
that when confronted by the prophet Shmuel, Shaul sought to defend 
himself by arguing that he was actually in the right.  Only 
subsequently, after Shmuel had rebuked him, did Shaul finally admit 
his error.  Contrastingly, when Dovid HaMelech was confronted by the 
prophet Nosson, he immediately admitted to his mistake, despite the 
fact that he had reasons for what he had done that could have 
mitigated his ‘crime’.  The message is now clear.  If one makes a 
mistake before Hashem, it is counterproductive to try to explain away 
or even justify one’s actions in one’s own mind.  The closer one gets 
to being persuaded that the mistake or sin was really not so terrible, 
or, worse still, that it may even have involved a scintilla of a mitzvah, 
the more likely it is that one has unwittingly hired one’s yetzer hora 
(negative inclination) as counsel for the defence.  One would not 
engage a charlatan as one’s lawyer in this world; how much less should 
one do so for life in the World to Come. 
 

… set of korbonos that Rashi could know that there was 

something deeper involved and these were not just 

random gifts.  This explanation is enhanced when one 

considers the view of the Ramban, who says that each 

nosi brought an original and unique set of korbonos, 

based on concepts and kavonos (spiritual intentions) that 

represented the distinctive qualities of his individual 

shevet (tribe).  In the Ramban’s view, the kavonos 

underpinning the offerings of Nesanel were not at all 

consonant with those of Nachshon.  Nevertheless, we can 

suggest that their pure intentions l’sheim shomayim (for 

the sake of heaven) led each of them to bring an identical 

array of korbonos.  This is an important lesson for us all, 

on the approach to Shavuos and zeman matan toroseinu 

(the time of the giving of the Torah).  There are a variety 

of ways of serving Hashem, whether Ashkenazi, Sephardi, 

Litvish or Chassidish, to name but a few.  They are all 

equally valid as long as they are firmly rooted in Torah-

true hashkofo (philosophy) and halocho.  Perhaps the 

reason that the Torah goes to the trouble of delineating 

the sum total of all of the korbonos together, at the end 

of the parshah, is to make clear that, whatever the 

differing motive of each nosi, Hashem valued each and 

every day’s korbonos equally, because of the purity and 

sincerity with which they were conceived.  We must all 

surely play our part in seeking to regain the same level of 

achdus (unity of purpose) that prevailed during these 

twelve days. 
 

[Pirkei Ovos 1:8]           ַאל ַּתַעׂש ַעְצְמָך ְּכעֹוְרֵכי ַהַּדָּיִנין 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

 

In chassidishe circles, this Shabbos (in  
common with others similarly positioned in the 
calendar) is known as Shabbos noch’n Shevuos – 

the Shabbos after Shevuos.  Many chassidishe 
seforim however observe that the translation of 

this phrase can and should equally be the 
Shabbos that is still Shevuos.  The meaning is that 
we should still feel the influence of the uplifting 
and inspiring Yomtov that radiates its holiness 
forward in time to the next point of holiness, 

Shabbos.  The broader message is that our 
efforts and intentions to infuse our lives with 

more Torah, as were no doubt tangible on 
Shevuos, should not be allowed to 
dissipate, but should be galvanized 

into long-lasting action. 
 

Mimini Michoel 
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