
בס״ד

In this week's פרשה we learn about the 
 commands us to תורה The .ציצית of מצוה
wear ציצית so that we remember all of 
Hashem's מצות and keep them. 

The תורה adds another point: ולא־תתרו 
 do not turn after ,אחרי לבבכם ואחרי עיניכם
your heart and eyes. This פרשה of ציצית is 
repeated at minimum twice a day as part 
of קריאת שמע. 

By reciting the daily שמע we proclaim our 
alliance and connection to Hashem. The 
details written in the few פרשיות of שמע 
reflect our core beliefs, connection, and 
ou r ob l i ga t i on to f o l l ow a l l t he 
commandments of Hashem. 

Why is it then, that we recite the פסוק of 
guarding ones eyes when saying שמע? 
Although it's an important הלכה, it's not 
one of the fundamental parts of our belief 
and nor is it equivalent to the עשרת 
 that it needs to be mentioned הדיברות

daily. We don't find another הלכה of this 
level repeated so many times. 
To understand the interpretation and 
significance of this פסוק we need to 
backtrack to last week's פרשה. 

The תורה describes the travels of the 
Yidden in the desert by stating that על פי 
 The Yidden rested .על פי ה׳ יסעו and ה׳ יחנו
by command of Hashem and traveled by 
His command. The words 'על פי ה׳' is 
stated seven times in the few פסוקים that 
discuss the method of the Yidden’s 
travels. 

Why does the תורה need to mention this 
phrase so many times? It's not common 
that the תורה elaborates using even one 
extra word unless it teaches something 
with each word. 

There are a few points that will be 
elaborated below and will help us 
understand the meaning of the פסוקים. 
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First, the seven times mentioning על פי ה׳, 
represents the seven מידות of ,חסד, גבורה 
 We know .מלכות and תפארת, נצח, הוד, יסוד
that every action a person does and 
every feeling a person experiences is a 
reflection of the seven מידות. 

The next point is: just like the Yidden in 
the desert traveled and reached forty two 
destinations, so too, today's days every 
Yid, experiences a personal trip of forty 
two destinations. It is predestined and 
determined all the travails, turbulence, 
and peacefulness that a Yid wil l 
experience in this world for reasons 
unknown to mankind. It is the will of 
Hashem it so happen. 

The last point is: the word יחנו-rest can 
reflect when a person is feeling down, as 
he's not moving, and the word יסעו-travel 
can reflect a person motivated and 
growing, as he's moving. 

The statement of 'על פי ה׳' is telling the 
person that it is Hashem that places the 
person in all situations that include the 
seven מידות such as 'down' feelings or 
situations, and it is also Hashem that 
places the person in a level of positivity 
and growth. 

One might ask, however, that if all his 
situations is controlled by Hashem, where 
is his בחירה? The שפת אמת and many 
other ספרים write that the בחירה of a 

person is in his רצון. The outcome 
however, is in the hands of Hashem. The 
person has to chose to have the will to do 
good, to believe, and to focus on 
positivity. If he's successful in doing the 
 itself, it is Hashem who gave him a מצוה
gift of actualizing his רצון. If he's not 
successful then Hashem didn't want it to 
be; he nonetheless did what's right. 

We see from above that each and every 
one has their journey that they will 
experience and travel throughout their 
lifetime. One, however, can sometimes 
confuse between his and his fellow's 
journey. There was once 2 people, that 
arrived to a train station together. One of 
them didn't know exactly which train he 
needed so he decided to follow his friend 
who seemed to know where to go. They 
both bought a ticket, traveled for hours, 
and arrived at the same station. One 
arrived at his destination while the other 
person was now twice as far from his true 
dest inat ion. He veered f rom h is 
destination precisely because he did 
everything like the other traveler.  

The point is that one needs to live his life 
without looking at others since that will 
cause him to stray from his intended 
journey and not accomplish what he 
needed to accomplish. 

When one does not accomplish his 
intended journey it is not just detrimental 
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to his own self, it is also detrimental to כלל 
 as a whole. Every person and their ישראל
journey is what makes כלל ישראל whole.  

We see this from the following incident. 
The Yidden had to wait seven days when 
 postponed their כלל ישראל  .צרעת had מרים
journeys and waited. That is to teach us 
that even someone at the level of a מצרע, 
who is secluded and separated from the 
rest, is nonetheless connected and can 
hold up כלל ישראל from growing and 
traveling. 

For one to accomplish his life's mission 
he is prohibited from looking at others. 
This includes not looking at others' 
growth and רוחניות. Not looking at others 
in the גשמיות aspect is already written in 
the לוחות . The תורה now adds a 
fundamental teaching: ולא־תתרו אחרי 
 do look at others as - לבבכם ואחרי עיניכם
that will destroy your self and thus כלל 
 This explains why it's written .ישראל
together with the most fundamental 
commandments. It also explains the 
connection to ציצית. ציצית is meant to 
remind us to keep all the מצות that 
Hashem gave us. Looking at others will 

hinder one's ability to fulfill his תפקיד and 
ability to do the מצות correctly. 

One might ask, however, that we see in 
the גמרא that קנאת סופרים תרבה חכמה - 
jealousy of scholars increases wisdom. 
The גמרא is essentially promoting to look 
at others and imitate them in matters of 
 however explain that מפרשים The .רוחניות
the statement of the גמרא is for teachers 
of young students. It is meant for the 
teachers to encourage competition as 
means to motivate their students. Once 
they reach a mature age, however, it 
should be discontinued. 

This week's פרשה starts and ends with 
the same concept. It starts with Hashem 
telling משה to - שלח לך אנשים ויתרו את ארץ 
- send, to you, people and they shall 
investigate the land. It can be explained 
that the land refers to a person. Hashem 
is telling משה that a person needs to 
investigate himself and see all his 
strengths and weakness. To achieve 
holiness one starts by looking at himself 
and not at others. The פרשה ends that 
one should not look at others not to 
destroy what he truly has to be able to 
accomplish his תפקיד.  

א גוט שבת


