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Bo 5776- The Home Despot 
 

  In this week’s parsha 

Hashem instructs Moshe to go to 

Par’oh and warn him about the 

impending plague of Arbeh-

Locusts. He says “Bo el Par’oh…”-

”Come to Par’oh...... (Shemos, 

10:1).  The Ba’al Haturim [and 

others] question why Hashem said 

“Bo”- “Come”, wouldn’t it be 

more proper to say “Lech”-”Go? 

The truth is, during these plagues 

when Hashem directs Moshe to go 

and speak with Par’oh He at times 

uses “Bo”, at times “Lech”, and sometimes neither. The Ba’al Haturim posits that Bo is 

only used when Moshe was being instructed to talk with Par’oh in his palace. When he 

meets him at the Nile (or elsewhere) other wordage is used. This though, still needs an 

explanation, why when heading to the Pharaonic home is Bo the verb of choice? 

 When discussing the original question with a talmid he suggested a simple answer. 

By saying Bo Hashem was teaching Moshe that since He is everywhere, in essence He is 

speaking to Moshe simultaneously from everywhere, including Par’oh’s current GPS co-

ordinates. Therefore “to come” is in fact the correct term of instruction since Hashem was 

summoning him to come to a location at which He is already present. Now this vort has 

the same loose ends as the Ba’al Haturim’s but I believe we can use it to gain clarity in this 

whole topic. 

 The whole purpose of the Ten Plague experience was an opportunity for the world, 

Jew & non-Jew alike, to recognize the omnipotence, totality and the all-encompassing 

essence of Hashem. [As the passuk says at the beginning of the parsha “Vee’datem ki ani 

Hashem”- “And (then) you will know that I am G-d” (Shemos, 10:2)] There are certain 

locations or events in life that can obfuscate man’s abilities to see this picture, where he is 

blinded by the gleam, sheen and lure of entities antithesis to G-d’s presence. And it is at 

those moments that man needs an extra boost in his knowledge of Hashem’s presence. 

Par’oh’s palace was probably one such locale. The Maharal tells us that the first time we 

find something in the Torah is its true essence. Where is the first time the Torah talks of a 

Par’oh’s palace? Why, it’s way back (Beraishis, 12:15) when Sarah was snatched and taken 

to “Bais Par’oh” -”Par’oh’s home” where Par’oh planned to take liberties with her. The 

Torah tells us that Hashem did not allow this injustice to happen and plagued Par’oh “Ve’es 

baiso” -” And his home”. Rashi (Yashan) cites a Midrash that the actual walls, pillars and 

furniture of the palace were smitten with some type of discoloration. Why would that be 

so? What had the palace done wrong? Just because its owner was a degenerate, is that 

reason at all to strike his house? The answer seems to be that the impurity and immorality 



of Par’oh’s lifestyle was so powerful that it managed to permeate the once innocent in-

animate structure within which he dwelled. In addition, that palace watched, protected and 

thus encouraged Par’oh’s obscene shenanigans. It was therefore smitten by Hashem 

together with its owner. 

 We also find that when Yosef revealed his identity to his brothers the Torah says 

Vehakol nishma bais Par’oh” -” The commotion was heard by Par’oh’s house” (Beraishis 

45:15) Again an animate reference to the actual structure that housed a Par’oh. You see, 

these Par’ohs were so brobdingnagian and larger-than-life they were able to affect the 

exposed walls and furniture of their own homes. 

 This therefore is the essence of a house of Par’oh; An appendage of and an 

accomplice to its owner and his lifestyle. 

 This Par’oh lived a life of extreme denial of G-d and his palace, too, became a 

hotbed of said denial. A most toxic place for any G-d fearing Yid to step into. Even a Moshe 

& an Aharon could well be compromised by constant visits to this wretched and most toxic 

of abodes.  So on those occasions Hashem offered an extra subtle reminder.  “Bo”, 

remember and recognize that I am there, because I am everywhere. Ignore the G-dless 

trappings and stay focused on My presence. 

 “And (then) you will know that I am G-d”. 
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