
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 

 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
 ותקח צפורה צר ותכרת את ערלת בנה )ד:כה(

So Tzipporah took a sharp stone  
and she cut off the foreskin of her son (4:25) 

 

It is brought in the Sefer ‘Otzar Hayedios’: In olden times they would 
use a sharp stone to cut off the foreskin. We see this in our posuk at the 
Bris Milah of Moshe’s son, and Yehoshua as well performed a Bris with 
the help of a sharp stone, as it states (Yehoshua 5:2):  עשה לך חרבות צרים

 Make sharp stones and circumcise the – שנית  ושוב מל את בני ישראל
Children of Israel again, a second time. Why then do we use a knife made 
of iron today? It is brought in the Sefer ‘Tze’enah U’R’enah’ that when 
Dovid took a stone to throw at Goliath, he was wearing an iron shield. 
Dovid said: “If the iron will surrender before the stone, then from now on 
the Children of Israel will only use an iron knife for Bris Milah as a show of 
gratitude to the iron that surrendered before the stone.” From that time on 
we use an iron knife for Bris Milah. (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

Our Parshah describes how although 

there was a decree that all Jewish boys 

would be killed, Miriam convinced her 

parents to re-marry and have children. As 

a result of this, the entire nation ended up 

rejoining with their spouses and having 

children (Sotah 12a). Rav Yaakov 

Galinsky notes that Miriam was teaching 

a timeless message. It is always our 

responsibility to do the right thing, even if 

it seems hopeless. We only must do our 

part and leave the details up to Hashem! 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:21  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:04   Gra: 9:40 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:27 

Chatzos: 12:00       Sh'kiah: 4:40 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:26 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:53  

                                                 (some say 6:09) 
 
 

 
               Next Week: Va’eira 
              Candle Lighting: 4:28 

 B’Kitzur…  

A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 
 

After one has an Aliyah at the Torah, it 

is customary for him to wait at the Bimah 

until after the last Brachah of the next 

Aliyah, and to go down to his place in 

between the Aliyos.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:2) 
 

        Shabbos Treasures  

The Gemara in Brachos (8a) says that each week one should read the Parshah 

twice in Hebrew and once in Targum, the Aramaic translation, Sh’nayim Mikra 
V’Echad Targum, and doing this is a guarantee for a long life. The Targum was written 

by Onkelos the Ger, the convert, which he learned from Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi 

Yehoshua (Megillah 3a). Rashi in Kiddushin (49a) writes that Onkelos’ Targum was 

not his own original interpretation, but was actually given at Har Sinai. Over time the 

translation was forgotten and Onkelos recorded it again. The Mechaber (Orach Chaim 

285:2) states that one who is a Yarei Shamayim, has a Fear of Heaven, should learn the 

Rashi in addition to Targum. The Mishnah Brurah (285:6) explains that Rashi teaches 

every topic based on our holy Sages. Sefer Devarim Niflaim al Shabbos Kodsheinu 

writes something fascinating (p. 23), that whoever learns the Parshah everyday with 

Rashi will merit to be in the Yeshivah of Rashi in Olam Haba! Yalkut Meiam Loeiz 

(Vayishlach 36:1) explains the importance of this practice: Some parts of the 

parshiyos— for example, the listing of the family of Eisav— do not contain any 

Chiddushim or novelties in them. Since we have an obligation to read the Parshah 

twice in Hebrew and once with Targum, we may not skip even one word. It is 

important to know that there are many secrets concealed in these types of parshiyos, 

even though to most people, it might not appear to. There is no difference between 

these parshiyos and the parshah of Krias Shema, as they are all equally a part of 

Hashem’s Torah.  They all contain secrets beneath the plain meaning of their words, 

even though we don’t recognize them. Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss says that the secrets 

hidden in the words of the pesukim are the reason why Sh’nayim Mikra V’Echod 

Targum gives a reward for long life. We might not see the hidden secrets in the 

Aramaic words we are saying, but our Neshamos do! The Neshamah Yeseirah that we 

receive on Shabbos also understands what we don’t. When the Neshamah sees what we 

are doing every week, it wants to keep on coming back to gain more from the secrets 

we are reading. The more the Neshamah returns, the more life a person receives! 

 



  
 

 

 Middos      

The Chofetz Chaim writes (Ahavas Chessed 

Vol. II #23) that when performing the Mitzvah of 

Gemilas Chasadim, acts of kindness, one should 

do it cheerfully and with a smile. This is based on 

the same Halachah in Shulchan Aruch regarding 

the giving of Tzedakah (Yoreh Deiah 249:3), that 

Tzedakah should be given cheerfully. At the 

opposite extreme, it says in Avos D’Rav Nosson 

(13) that if one gives an enormous gift to someone 

but does so with a sour expression, it is as if he 

has done nothing. The Sefer Chareidim writes 

(16:23) that it is a Mitzvah to give Tzedakah with 

a good heart and with joy. Additionally, it is 

specifically regarding the Mitzvah of giving 

Tzedakah that one must be extra careful with 

this— more than all the other Mitzvos, because 

giving Tzedakah is a sign that one is of the 

righteous children of Avraham Avinu! 
 

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, zt”l, married 

Chaya Rivka Ruchamkin, the daughter of Rav 

Chaim Leib Ruchamkin. People only got a 

glimpse of the magnificent relationship that 

existed between Rav Shlomo Zalman and his 

wife, which was revealed by his astounding 

words at her Levaya. He said, “Although it is 

customary to ask forgiveness from one that 

passes away, I shall not do so. Throughout our 

entire marriage we never offended or hurt one 

another. We conducted our lives according to 

the Shulchan Aruch, and I have no reason to ask 

for her forgiveness.” One time, a young man 

escorted Rav Shlomo Zalman home, and noticed 

that Rav Shlomo Zalman had stopped at the 

entrance to his house and began to straighten his 

hat, his hair, and his clothing. The young man 

commented, “There must be an important guest 

in the house.” Rav Shlomo Zalman replied, “No, 

there is no guest expected.” The young man 

asked, “Then why have you straightened your 

clothing?” Rav Shlomo Zalman answered, 

“Chazal say that when a husband and wife live 

together in peace and there is Shalom Bayis in 

their home, Hashem’s Shechinah dwells in their 

midst. I have straightened my clothes in honor 

of the Shechinah that is in my home!” 
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 בס"ד

       L’Maaseh… 

A Tale to Remember 

 The Siddur Speaks 
The Netziv, zt”l, explains that Chazal teach in the Medrash, that “Tefilah 

Oseh Mechtzah”, “Prayer accomplishes half”. The Netziv teaches that this is 

a compelling lesson. One should always keep on Davening for Hashem’s 

help and never despair, even if he does not notice an apparent response to his 

Tefilos. No prayer is ever wasted. The response from Hashem may sometimes 

be negative, but there certainly is a positive consequence as a result of one’s 

Davening. Rav Scheinbaum writes that the Steipler Gaon was an individual 

whose Tefilos were known for their wondrous efficacy, and the Steipler said 

about the Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Yehudah Zev Segal, zt”l, that he 

was the Amud Ha’Tefilah, a Pillar of Prayer, of our generation. Anyone who 

saw Rav Segal daven was a witness to pure Avodah She’b’lev, service of the 

heart. When he Davened, he felt himself in the presence of Hashem in every 

sense of the word. Once, on a return flight from Eretz Yisrael, Rav Segal was 

in the middle of Shemoneh Esrei and the plane was struck by lightning. The 

passengers were understandably shaken until the pilot announced that they 

had cleared past the lightning storm. A secular Jew observed Rav Segal 

continue his Shemoneh Esrei throughout the ordeal, as if nothing had 

occurred, seemingly oblivious to the anxiety shared by all the passengers. 

This man said, “It was surely in the Rabbi’s merit that we were saved!” As an 

aid to proper Kavanah, concentration during his prayers, Rav Segal would 

recite every Tefilah from a Siddur. He also said Asher Yotzar from a Siddur 

with the intensity and concentration of a person saying Neilah on Yom 

Kippur. Rav Segal saw nothing belittling in davening from a Siddur with a 

translation. In fact, he felt that this improved one’s concentration. On 

Hoshanah Rabbah one year, someone offered him a card on which the 

Hoshanos were printed to make it easier to encircle the Bimah while carrying 

a Lulav and Esrog. Rav Segal thanked the person, but declined to use the card 

saying that he preferred to daven with his large Siddur, even though it was 

somewhat cumbersome, because it had a translation. Kavanah was something 

Rav Segal would always emphasize concerning davening. He constantly 

advised his students to remember what it said in Shulchan Aruch (Orach 

Chaim 1:4), “Better a little with Kavanah than a lot without Kavanah!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The following was written by Rav Yaakov of Husiatyn, zt”l, in the 

name of the Apter Rav, zt”l: “Contrary to popular belief, January 1st 

is an important date for the Jewish people. It is when all the Tefilos 

that might not have been Davened with the proper intent or 

Kavanah on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, and were not 

accepted in Shamayim, get a second chance to be accepted by 

Hashem. Unlike the Jewish New Year, when we Daven in Shuls all 

over the world and pour our hearts out in serious contemplation, the 

Goyim of the world use their ‘New Year’ to conduct wild, often 

drunken parties, to celebrate making it through another year.       

The contrast is glaringly clear and it can often eliminate any and all 

prosecution that withheld a good judgment for us on Rosh Hashana. 

We must utilize their New Year and Daven with extra devotion on 

it, so that we may merit a sweet ‘New Year’, even if it didn’t 

actually start on our New Year!” 
 


