
THE PILOT
By Rabbi David Ashear, Author of Living Emunah (Artscroll)
 
Rabbi Tauber was once invited to speak at several 
audiences in the Diaspora, including at a very large 
event where he was to be the keynote speaker.  As 
he waited at the gate to board his flight from Israel, 
an announcement was made that the flight would 
be delayed four hours,  meaning he would miss the 
event where he was to have delivered the keynote 
address. The other passengers began angrily 
complaining about how they were going to miss 
meetings and appointments.  They were all in an 
uproar.  Rabbi Tauber, however, sat in his seat calmly, 
learning, as if nothing had happened.

A secular Jewish professor took note of Rabbi 
Tauber's conduct, and observed how he sat calmly 
without any reaction.  He approached the rabbi 
and asked how he could remain so calm and exhibit 
no signs of agitation.  Rabbi Tauber explained that 
although he'd be missing an important speech, 
the Torah teaches that Hashem is in full control, 
and everything is for the best, whether or not we 
understand how.  The four-hour delay was thus 
caused by Hashem, and it must therefore be for the 
best.  As such, there was no reason to be upset.

Some 15 years later, the professor met Rabbi Tauber 
again, and asked if he remembered him.  The 
rabbi answered in the negative, and the professor 
reminded him of their exchange at the airport.  

The professor, who now wore a kippah and a beard, 
said, "That day, when I saw how you remained so 
calm at the airport, I decided to explore Torah.  I was 
so inspired by you, and I ended up becoming a ba'al 
teshuvah."

THE LAST LAUGH
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with permission 
from the publisher.

Tzchok, laughter, is triggered by noticing something ridiculous or absurd, 
and there can be no greater absurdity than the expectations of Avraham 
after the angels’ visit. Avraham was a hundred years old, and Sarah was 
ninety. Over the course of their long married life, they had no children. Now, 
at practically the end of their lives, they were going to have a son!

It was physically impossible. Even if this child would be born, he would be an 
only child, in all likelihood orphaned at a young age. Yet the future of a great 
nation, the hope of all of mankind, would rest on this orphaned ben zekunim.

If we only consider the rules of nature, this expectation seems totally 
absurd, so it is understandable that Sarah laughed. A few pesukim later, she 
denies it, afraid of having offended the guests. The malach responds  "Lo—ki 
tzachakt!” Don’t deny it; on the contrary, don’t ever forget that you laughed! 
The beginning of the Jewish people was absurd.

Our shared tefillos unify us, inspiring all Jews with our values. 
The Anshei Knesses Hagedolah wove into the fabric of the 
tefillos the principles of emunah, our glorious history, and the 
miraculous destiny that awaits us. Tefillos often mention Yetzias 
Mitzrayim, Makkos Bechoros, Krias Yam Suf; the long-awaited 
coming of Mashiach, Olam Haba and techiyas hameisim. If we pay 
attention to what we are saying, we can enrich our lives, gaining 
real belief and trust in Hashem. People who keep the mitzvos but 
don't think about these concepts are robbed of the sweetness of 
true Torah life, waiting for us right here in the siddur. 

Adapted from Baur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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To the rational mind, our people’s history 
appears ludicrous. Jewish history begins to 
make sense—indeed, deserves to be studied 
seriously—only if one believes in the direct 
guidance of the will of Hashem, Who has no 
restrictions and intervenes powerfully in the 
affairs of mankind.

When the baby is born, Sarah says, “Tzchok asah 
li Elokim—kol hashomei’a yitzachak li.” The 
world knew of Avraham and Sarah’s ambitions. 
They were two rare individuals who dared to 
swim against the tide of the times, hoping to 
stem a mighty stream and turn it the other way. 
And now they had yet another absurd plan: to 
pass this hope to a tender sapling. One strong 
wind, and their hopes would be buried forever 
before they even began. Should it surprise us 
that our ancestors’ neighbors, looking into the 
cradle of the Jewish people, could not hold back 
a mocking smile?

Yet this is why G-d waited until the nation’s 
parents had reached old age, why He began to 
fulfill His promise only after all human hope 
was lost. He created a nation that would be an 
etzba Elokim, a sign of G-d. From the beginning 
of its existence, this nation would stand 
opposed to all the forces in world history.

Today, people who assign G-d no place in 
history laugh at the aspirations of the Jewish 
people. But the laughter that follows a Jew 
testifies that his path could only have come 
from G-d. The laughter does not bother him, 
because he was prepared for it in advance.

We have always been in this position. The first 
Jewish son of Avraham was called Yitzchak, and 
we will continue to be called by his name until 
the hope founded on Hashem’s providence and 
promise are fulfilled. Az yimalei schok pinu—the 
last laugh will be ours. 

SHABBOS: THE WONDERFUL GIFT II
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

Once we understand the idea behind Shabbos, we can get a glimpse into the 
purpose of all Creation. The world was created, and Torah and mitzvos given, to 
enable us to have a constant awareness of Hashem and feel a closeness to Him. 
When we do so in this life, we will be deserving of an infinitely greater closeness 
in Olam Haba.

It is amazing how just one vowel in our Torah can convey a magnificent lesson. 
The word zachor has a kamatz under the zayin. According to Hebrew grammar, 
it doesn't mean just "remember," but "keep on remembering." The Torah is 
teaching us that we must keep Shabbos in mind all the time. One way that we do 
this is found in the writings of Ramban. In lashon hakodesh, the days of the week 
have no other names besides their relation to Shabbos. By saying yom rishon and 
yom sheini, we are remembering Shabbos all week long.

But what is the purpose of remembering Shabbos constantly? Is it just so we 
do not forget to keep Shabbos when it comes? Surely not! Its purpose is to 
constantly focus on the lesson that Shabbos teaches us.

All week long, we are caught up in our activities. We build and cook, plant and 
harvest, write and sew. In short, we accomplish and create. We could fall into the 
error of attributing our successes to ourselves. Then comes Shabbos. Everything 
stops, and we are reminded that this world is Hashem's. He created it in six days 
and stopped on the seventh. Nothing that you do during the weekdays can be 
accomplished without the energy He gives you, the intellect He bestows upon 
you, and the materials He provides you with.

But when Shabbos ends, and we go back to our mundane activities, we might 
forget that. So the Torah commands us to remember the Shabbos all week long, 
all day and every day.

This is the lesson of zachor. Focus on this lesson every second of your life. Think 
about the Ribono shel Olam and the awesome complexity of all He has made 
in the universe. Concentrate on what He wants you to do in this world. Don't 
ever forget, even for a second—it is of such extreme importance that we take up 
one-seventh of our lives commemorating it. May we always utilize the Shabbos 
properly, and the weekdays as well! 

FINE-TUNED FOR LIFE

In order to accommodate life on Earth, many environmental factors must be “just so.” The 
conditions needed to support life on Earth are so numerous that we cannot possibly list all of them 
here. Scientists now know that there are trillions of stars in space. Each one is a different size and 
has a different surface temperature. Of all these trillions of stars, only our sun is perfectly suited 
for us. If it were even slightly bigger or hotter, everything on Earth would be burned to a crisp. The 
same would happen if the sun were any closer to Earth. On the other hand, if the sun were any 
smaller or further away from Earth, everything on our planet would freeze. 
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