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Looking back: Reflections on Purim to Take us Forward 

The B’nai Yissaschar makes an interesting contrast between the Dreidel we spin on Chanuka, and the 

Gragger (noisemaker) we twirl on Purim. 

He says that if you notice, we spin the dreidel from the top while we spin the gragger from the bottom. 

The reason, he explains, is that the catalyst for the miracle was different on the two holidays. 

On Chanuka, many Jews had become Hellenized, and the Chashmonaim were only a small group.  The 

Jews didn’t deserve the miracle, but HaShem had mercy on us and saved us.  The salvation came from 

above, so the dreidel is spun from the top. 

On Purim, though, all the Jews repented and prayed to HaShem.  Through this, we merited salvation, so 

it came from below, hence we hold the gragger from the bottom. So says the B’nai Yissaschar. 

One other point is that on Chanuka we were not united, while on Purim we were.  Because we were 

united as a people, we were able to effect miraculous benefit and be saved from the plot of Haman in just 

a few days. 

Finally, the dreidel is silent.  We don’t take pride in the fact that we had to be saved by mercy.  The 

gragger, though, is a clarion call to say, “Look what we achieved!  Look what we merited!”   

And it all came through unity. ☺ 

Room For A Broom by Rabbi Mordechai Kamenetzky 

This week's portion begins with Hashem telling Moshe to teach Ahron and his children a few laws. Hashem 

does not tell Moshe to speak to Ahron, He does not even tell Moshe to teach Ahron. He tells Moshe "Tzav 

es Ahron." Command Ahron. 

"Tzav," Rashi explains, "is a very powerful word. It means command with a charge that is to be executed 

with speed and diligence. The word tzav," Rashi continues, "is also used only for situations that have 

eternal ramifications." If we analyze the next few commands, we 

may be left wondering: why do those charges need the powerful 

preface Tzav? 

The next verse is about the Korban Olah. A Korban Olah is a 

sacrifice that is committed entirely to Hashem, no part of the 

animal, save the skin, is left for human benefit or consumption. The 

person who brings it wants to make sure that it is offered within the 

highest standards of Halacha. The admonition, tzav surely is 

appropriate. However, the Torah only spends one verse on the 

Olah. It proceeds to tell us about the daily cleaning of the ashes of 

the altar. A Kohen must wear linen vestments, remove the ashes, and place them near the altar. 

Why is this menial job mentioned together with the holy Olah? To what end does it merit the powerful 

command, tzav? 

This issue sponsored in honor of the Bar Mitzvah ofThis issue sponsored in honor of the Bar Mitzvah ofThis issue sponsored in honor of the Bar Mitzvah ofThis issue sponsored in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of    

Jonah Laurence HermanJonah Laurence HermanJonah Laurence HermanJonah Laurence Herman    YYYY‰N‰N‰N‰N....    
Mazel Tov to proud parents Yael and Donny and the entire family.Mazel Tov to proud parents Yael and Donny and the entire family.Mazel Tov to proud parents Yael and Donny and the entire family.Mazel Tov to proud parents Yael and Donny and the entire family.    

    
Sponsor an issue for $36. ESponsor an issue for $36. ESponsor an issue for $36. ESponsor an issue for $36. E----mail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.com    



 

The Steipler Gaon, Rabbi Yisrael Yaakov Kanievski, was a paradigm of holiness. The stories about his 

sanctity were well known throughout the Torah community. At seventeen, he had already survived the 

Russian army without compromising Shabbos or Kashrut. 

The Steipler was not known for lengthy conversation. He had lost his hearing standing as a sentry on 

freezing Siberian nights during his tenure in the Czar's army. People would write questions to him or 

beseech him to pray on behalf of the sick or unfortunate. The Steipler would read the note, hardly lift his 

eyes from the large volume on his old table, and would start to pray. He would often condense his advice 

into on or two sentences, but it would be potent. People asked, and he gave answers. Within days 

miraculous salvation came. And so did the people. They stood in lines outside his modest home, and the 

very old man would find the time to see anyone who walked in with the problems of the world bearing 

down on his or her shoulder. 

An aspiring young man, whose quest was to be as great a scholar as the Steipler himself, came with a 

problem. The young man felt that this particular predicament was impeding his spiritual growth and surely 

a man like Rabbi Kanievski, who persevered in the face of life-threatening problems, could relate to his! 

The young man had written the situation in detail for the Steipler to grasp its severity. "Every Friday," 

wrote the young man, "I come home from Yeshiva, and the scene in the house leads me to despair. The 

table is not set, the kitchen is hardly clean, and the children are not bathed! What should I do? How can I 

concentrate on my studies when I have such problems?" The aspiring scholar expected the Steipler to 

advise him how to deal with a wife that was not keeping to his standard. 

The Steipler looked up from the paper and made a grave face. The young man smiled. The Steipler must 

have realized the severity of the situation. Then he spoke in his heavy Russian-accented Yiddish. "You 

really want to know what to do?" The young man nodded eagerly. The Steipler looked austere.  

"TAKE A BROOM!" [and help!] 

Rabbeinu Yonah of Girondi (1180-1263) explains the juxtaposition of the command to sweep ashes with 

that of the Korban Olah. A person must realize that sometimes what is considered menial work in human 

eyes merits the highest accord in Hashem's eyes. The mitzvah 

of sweeping the Altar is prefaced with the word tzav and 

placed next to the Korban Olah. One must realize that the 

little, unglorified acts also yield great sanctity. In the quest for 

spirituality, one must never demean the simple chores. For no 

matter how holy one is, there is always room for a broom. - MK 

Story Time: Jewish Values 

In the room of 200, he asked, “Who would like this $20 bill?”   

Hands started going up.  He said, “I am going to give this to 

one of you, but first, let me do this.” He proceeded to crumple 

the bill.  He then asked, “Who still wants it?”  Still the hands 

were up in the air.  “Well,” he replied, “what if I do this?” He 

dropped it on the ground, and started to grind it into the floor 

with his shoe. He picked it up, now crumpled and dirty.  “Now, 

who still wants it?”  Still, hands went into the air. 

 “My friends, you all have learned a very valuable lesson.  No matter what I did to the money, you still 

wanted it, because it did not decrease in value. It was still worth 20 dollars. Many times in our lives, we 

are dropped, crumpled and ground into the dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come 

our way.  

We feel that we are worthless, but, no matter what has happened or what will happen you will never lose 

your value, dirty or clean, crumpled or finely creased, you are still priceless to G-d and those who love you. 

The worth of our lives comes not in how we look, or whom we know, but by who we are and strive to be. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

 


