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ויפגע במקום וילן שם כי בא השמש ויקח מאבני “ 28:11

 ”המקום וישם מראשתיו, וישכב במקום ההוא

“He (Yaakov Avinu) encountered the place and spent the 

night there because the sun had set.  He took from the stones of the 

place which he arranged around his head, and lay down in that place.”  

Rashi – “וישם מראשתיו” – “And he put them around his head” – He made 

them like a gutter pipe around his head because he was afraid of 

dangerous animals.  The stones began to quarrel with one another.  Each 

one of the stones said, “Upon me shall he (Yaakov Avinu) lay his head.”  

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made all of the stones into one stone.  This is why 

in Posuk 18 it says, “ויקח את האבן” – “He took the stone” – meaning only 

one stone. Although it was originally numerous stones, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made a miracle and turned them all into one because the 

stones were fighting over which stone the great Tzaddik, Yaakov Avinu, 

would place his head.   How did making all of the stones into one stone 

solve the issue, when Yaakov’s head would still not be resting on all of 

the stones, but on a part of this now larger stone?  The following Divrei 

Torah will expound on this topic, and support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph. 

 Rebbe Yehudah – ”ויקח מאבני המקום“ 68:11 – בראשית רבה 

said that Yaakov took twelve stones to place around his head, saying, 

“So was Hakodosh Boruch Hu Gozer, that He is going to establish twelve 

Shevatim.  Twelve Shevatim did not come from Avrohom or Yitzchok.  As 

for me, Yaakov, if I observe that these twelve stones miraculously join 

together into a single stone, I will know that I will be the one to establish 

the twelve Shevatim.”  Once the twelve stones in fact joined together, 

Yaakov knew that he would be the one to establish the twelve Shevatim.  

Rebbe Nechemia said that Yaakov took three stones saying, “Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu was Meyached, conferred, His Name upon Avrohom and 

upon Yitzchok.  If I observe that these three stones miraculously join one 

to another, I know that Hakodosh Boruch Hu will confer His Name upon 

me as well.”  Once the stones in fact joined together, Yaakov knew that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu would confer His Name upon him.  The Rabbonon 

said that the least amount implied in the word “אבני” – “stones” is two, 

and so we must conclude that Yaakov took only two stones.  Yaakov 

said, “From Avrohom came unworthy offspring, namely Yishmael and all 

of the children of Keturah.  From Yitzchok came unworthy children, 

namely Eisav.  As for me, if I observe that these two stones miraculously 

merge together, I know that no unworthy offspring will emerge from 

me.” 

וילן שם כי בא “ Perek 35 – Bereishis 28:11 – פרקי דרבי אליעזר 

 And he lay down there for the sun had set.”  Yaakov Avinu“ – ”השמש

took twelve stones from the Mizbe’ach upon which his father, Yitzchok, 

was tied upon to be brought as a Korbon for Hashem.  Yaakov took 

those stones and placed them underneath his head, to make it known 

that in the future Yaakov would establish twelve Shevatim.  All of the 

twelve stones merged into one to make it known that in the future, all of 

the Shevatim would be one nation, as it says in Divrei Hayomim 1:17:21 

 And who is like Your people Yisroel, a“ – ”ומי כעמך ישראל גוי אחד בארץ“

unique nation on earth.” 

 – ”ויקח מאבני המקום“ Bereishis Rabbah 68:11 – נזר הקודש 

According to those who are of the opinion that there were twelve stones 

which merged into one, representing the twelve Shevatim which would 

come from Yaakov, wouldn’t it seem to be more correct that Yaakov 

should have started out with one stone, representing himself, and then 

that one stone split into twelve stones, representing that from him came 

the twelve Shevatim?    As it says in the Pirkei D’rebbe Eliezer 35 that the 

fusing of the twelve stones into one is to show the unity of the future 

Klal Yisroel.  It was important to know that although Klal Yisroel would 

consist of twelve Shevatim, nonetheless, they would be one cohesive 

nation.  Similarly we find by Yechezkel Hanavi (37:16), that he took two 

sticks and on one of them he wrote, “בני מלכות בית יהודה,” and on the 

other, “מלכות בית יוסף” – for those were the two Shevatim who were 

accompanying him.  Through a miracle, the two sticks fused together as 

a sign of the future that they would not split into two kingdoms.   

 Yaakov took from the – ”ויקח מאבני המקום“ 28:11 – חזקוני 

stones of the place – he took stones from the Mizbe’ach that his father, 

Yitzchok, was placed upon to be brought as a Korbon to Hashem.   

 Did Yaakov not have any – ”ויקח מאבני המקום“ 28:11 - חן טוב 

cushions or pillows with which to lay his head down on that he needed 

to lay on rocks?  The rocks are a Remez to his children being Mekabel 

the Torah – the לוחות אבנים. 

 – ”ויקח מאבני המקום וישם מראשתיו“ 28:11 - תפארת יהונתן 

Although there were twelve stones which was a Remez to the twelve 

Shevatim that would come from Yaakov, nonetheless, Yaakov only took 

one stone “from the stones” – the head stone, which represented 

Shevet Levi.  It was from Shevet Levi that the Kohanim and Leviyim 

would come, and it was they who would perform the Avodah in the Bais 

Hamikdash.  That is also why Yaakov placed Levi as the head of the 

Yeshiva in Mitzrayim.  Chulin 91b – All the stones said that they wanted 

that the Tzaddik should place his head upon them, for all of the stones, 

representing all of Klal Yisroel, desired to have the Kehunah.  Korach said 

that Klal Yisroel were all Kodosh, holy.  Korach was inherently correct, 

and if not for the Chet Ha’eigel, all of Klal Yisroel could have been 

Kohanim.  Shemos 19:6 “ואתם תהיו לי ממלכת כהנים” – “You shall be to 

Me a kingdom of Kohanim.” 

ח"ברכת הרי   The – ”ויקח מאבני המקום וישם מראשתיו“ 28:11 – 

dream that a person has comes from the preparation he does before he 

goes to sleep.  One draws his dreams based on what his thoughts are 

before going to sleep, and what his true essence is.  Here we see that 

Yaakov Avinu had a dream that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was standing over 

him.  The Posuk says that the Shem Havayah was standing above him, 

and not the Shem Elokim.  The reason for this was because Yaakov was 

thinking of the Oneness of Hakodosh Boruch Hu and the Shem Havayah 

before going to sleep.  The place where Yaakov was sleeping was  הר

“ spell ”המוריה“ ,The letters of the word  .המוריה ה-רם הוי ” – to raise up 

the Shem Havayah, for it was there that could be seen the greatness of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  It is known that letters of the Aleph Bais are 

called, “אבנים” in Sefer Yetzirah. “ויקח מאבני המקום” – And Yaakov took 

from that holy place letters of the Shem Havayah into his thoughts, 

 and then he lay down to go to sleep.  That is why he – ”וישם מראשתיו“

had the dream of the Shem Havayah standing above him.  “  וישכב במקום

הואה ” – “And he lay down in that place” – “ההוא” is the Roshei Taivos 

 the heavens and the earth.  This means that the – ”את השמים ואת הארץ“

Shechina came down to him, and it is the Shechina that connects this 

world to the next world.   

 Your“– ”שכרך הרבה מאד“ - Lech Lecha 32b – זוהר חדש 

(Avrohom Avinu) reward is very great.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told 

Avrohom that his reward was very great for he was the first one to know 

Hashem, and spread His Name throughout the world.  Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu took one letter from His Name and placed it on Avrohom’s head.  As 

we learned in Megilah 15b – “ ה להיות עטרה בראש כל צדיק "עתיד הקב

 In the future, Hakodosh Boruch Hu will place a“ – ”וצדיק לעולם הבא

crown upon each and every Tzaddik in Olam Habah.”  The letter placed 

upon the Tzaddik’s head is the letter ה' , the letter with which the world 

was created, as it says in Menochos 29b – Bereishis 2:4 “בהבראם” – 

“ 'בה ” with the letter ה' , Hakodosh Boruch Hu created the world.  The 

letter ה'  was added to Avrohom’s name, which made him complete with 

that special letter from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.   

ח"ברכת הרי   We – ”ויקח מאבני המקום וישם מראשתיו“ 28:11 - 

can explain this Posuk based upon a Zohar Chadash in Parshas Lech 

Lecha on the words, “שכרך הרבה מאד” (see above).  “שכרך” – “Your 
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(Avrohom Avinu) reward” “ 'ה ” is the letter ה'  Which is“ – ”רבה מאד“ ,

very great.”  The reward that Avrohom received, of having the letter ה'  

added to his name, was not given to Yitzchok or Yaakov, for although 

they as well were very great individuals, Avrohom was the first.  Yitzchok 

and Yaakov were a continuation of Avrohom.  It says in Sefer Yetzira that 

letters of the Aleph Bais are called אבנים, stones.  The Shem Havayah is 

the same Gematria as מקום. (There is a Gematria formula where you 

multiply each number by itself to get the total.  The Shem Havayah, of י '

'ה –' ו –' ה –  is calculated: 10x10 = 100, 5x5 = 25, 6x6 = 36, 5x5 = 25 for a 

total of 186, which is the same Gematria as ויקח מאבני המקום“  .(מקום” – 

And Yaakov took from the letters of the Shem Hashem, “ מראשתיווישם  ” 

and placed it upon his head as a crown.  Yaakov elevated himself to the 

level of which Chazal tell us that each Tzaddik will receive a crown from 

Hashem – the letter ה'  from His Name.   

י שטייף"מהר   – ”ויקח מאבני המקום וישם מראשתיו“ 28:11 - 

Stones refer to the letters of the Torah Hakdosha, and the word מקום is 

the same Gematria as the Shem Havayah (see above Birchas Harei’ach).  

The word מקום in its simple form is Meramez to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

for Hakodosh Boruch Hu occupies all of the space in this world.  One is 

always supposed to have the letters of the Shem Havayah in front of his 

face.  Be’er Heiteiv, O”C 1:3, One should constantly have the form of the 

Shem Havayah in front of him, as it says in Tehillim 16:8 “ לנגדי ' שויתי ד

 I have always set Hashem before me.”  This was the way of“ – ”תמיד

Yaakov Avinu, as the Posuk says, “ויקח מאבני המקום” – Yaakov took the 

letters of the Shem Havayah, “וישם מראשתיו” – and placed it at the head 

– meaning that this was the most important thing.  One must always 

have it in front of him through his entire life - at all times, in all 

circumstances.   

 Rashi – ”ויקח מאבני המקום וישם מראשתיו“ 28:11 - באר בשדה 

quotes a Medrash which says that the stones quarreled with one 

another, each one wanting the head of Yaakov Avinu to lay upon it.  How 

did the stones speak – are they not inanimate objects without life?  

Everything in this world that was created has a Malach that is appointed 

Above to control it.  It was the Malachim above that were fighting for 

each stone, as to which one Yaakov Avinu would lay his head upon.   

 It says – ”ויקח מאבני המקום וישם מראשתיו“ 28:11 - בן איש חי  

in the Sefer Kehilas Yaakov, who quotes from the Sefer Hapliah – there is 

a Malach called “ברי” who brings forth the Zechusim for Klal Yisroel. 

Being that a person who teaches Torah to Klal Yisroel accomplishes the 

same thing as this Malach, he is called “רבי.”  The Sefer Yetzirah says 

that the letters of the Aleph Bais are called, “אבנים” – “stones.”  

  .are a Yud and a Bais יעקב The two outer letters of the name - ”מראשתיו“

If we add the letter ר'  to these letters, for the ר'  is the middle letter of 

 we ,(הר המוריה) which is the name of the place where he was – ”מוריה“

have the letters of the name of this Malach, “ברי.”  Yaakov Avinu sought 

to bring together the letters of this Malach so that he could bring his 

Zechus, which he was in great need of at the time, for it was a time of 

Tzarah for Yaakov Avinu.  “ויקח מאבני המקום” – Yaakov Avinu took a 

letter from the name of the place he was at, “מוריה” and “וישם מראשתיו” 

– combined it with the outer letters of his own name, so that he could 

form the letters "ברי"  – the Malach who would bring forth Zechus for 

him in Shomayim. 

 The Chida, in - ”ויקח מאבני המקום“ – Chulin 91b – בן יהוידע 

his Sefer , ית העיןמאר  tells us a rule that whenever the Gemara says the 

word “Melamed”, the Gemara is telling you a Halacha.  The Gemara here 

uses the word “Melamed” that the twelve stones merged together.  

What Halacha can we learn from the stones merging together?  Is one 

allowed to have Hana’ah (pleasure) from a Nes, miracle?  The Gemara in 

Ta’anis 24b tells a story that occurred in the time of a famine.  Rav Mari, 

the son of Shmuel’s daughter, said that he was standing on the bank of 

the River Pappa and he saw Malachim that appeared like sailors.  The 

Malachim were bringing sand and loading the boats with it.  The sand 

then miraculously turned to fine flour.  The Malachim then sailed into 

the port where there was a famine, and all of the people went out to 

buy flour from them.   Rav Yehudah found out what happened, and told 

the people that they can’t buy the flour because it came about through a 

Nes.  The next day, wheat boats from Parzina came, and the famine 

ended without a Nes.  If that is the case, why was Yaakov allowed to 

have Hana’ah from this Nes and sleep on the stone?  “Melamed” the 

Gemara in Chulin 91b says that although you are not allowed to have 

Hana’ah from a Nes, Yaakov was allowed to.  The reason being that the 

boat of flour was a complete change of nature; first it was sand, and 

then turned to flour.  On the other hand, the stones were stones before 

the Nes and after the Nes.   We learn from Yaakov and the story of the 

stones turning into one stone, that you can have Hana’ah from a Nes if it 

was there before.     

“ Bamidbar 1:1 – אמת ליעקב  אל משה במדבר סיני ' וידבר ד

באחד לחדש השני בשנה השנית לצאתם מארץ מצרים לאמר, באהל מועד ” 

– “Hashem spoke to Moshe in the Midbar Sinai, in the Ohel Moed, on 

the first of the second month, in the second year after their exodus from 

the land of Mitzrayim, saying.”  The Torah is about to tell us of the 

formation which Klal Yisroel travelled through the Midbar, based upon 

their flags.  This took place after one full year from when Klal Yisroel had 

already left Mitzrayim.  This is a great wonder, why Klal Yisroel waited 

until now to have their set order in how to travel.  In truth, the concept 

of each Shevet having its own flag would create a separation between 

Klal Yisroel, for each Shevet becomes unique to itself, and would not 

mingle with others.  Each Shevet had its own purpose, different than the 

other Shevatim.  While each Shevet had its own uniqueness, there 

needed to be a unifier, something which kept them unified as one, for 

they all had the same goal; that unifier was the Mishkan.  Before each 

Shevet was separated based upon their flag, they needed to have the 

Mishkan built, which would keep them unified.   A person has eyes to 

see with, and ears to hear with – would one think that there is a 

separation between them, and they quarrel?  Certainly not, for they are 

part of one whole, the person.  The first year when Klal Yisroel were in 

the Midbar, they had not yet built the Mishkan, and therefore they were 

not separated based upon their flags.  Once the Mishkan was built, 

which unified as one, for they all sought to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, 

then they were able to be split up based upon their flag and Shevet, and 

there would not be Machlokes.   

 Perhaps now we can understand the great lesson we are to 

learn from the stones.   The stones, inanimate objects, controlled by 

their Malach Above, all wanted to be the one to serve Yaakov Avinu.  

Serving Yaakov Avinu, a true Eved Hashem, was a way of coming closer 

to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Their goal was to be close to Hashem.  We, 

who are given life, the chosen nation of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, should 

certainly always try to bring ourselves closer to Hakodosh Boruch Hu. 

We could explain that when the stones fused together, they were 

completely mixed up, so that Yaakov Avinu was laying on each and every 

stone.  But we can explain even better, that it did not matter if Yaakov 

was actually lying on each stone.  Once they were fused together as one, 

each part has its purpose, and when they work as a team for a common 

goal, they are all achieving the same thing, albeit in their own way. Each 

individual in Klal Yisroel has his own uniqueness with which to serve 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Each Yid must see himself as unique, and at the 

same time, part of the single entity called “Klal Yisroel.”  The purpose of 

Klal Yisroel is to serve Hakodosh Boruch Hu, each person to the best of 

his capabilities.  If each person acts in this manner, there is no quarreling 

or jealousy, for everyone is doing their part and all are achieving 

together.  May we be Zoche to fulfill the Rotzon Hashem, through our 

individual uniqueness – as a part of the holy unit called Klal Yisroel.   


