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MAKING LIFE COUNT 
By Rabbi Dov Keilson                                                
     

The Five Towns - Far Rockaway com-

munity at large mourns the tragic loss of a 

special Jew, a precious gem within our midst, 

Reb Mordechai Kamin A’h. In his humble and 

unassuming fashion, he was a role model of 

sincerity and true erlichkeit. He embodied so 

many special qualities. He loved Torah and 

Talmidei Chachomim, he had the greatest 

chashivus for davening, his warmth and 

genuine feeling for others was palpable. Reb 

Mordechai was truly a pride to his esteemed 

parents and in-laws and to his entire family 

and community. His loss is a loss for Klal 

Yisroel at large. 

 Upon hearing of his untimely passing 

over Yom Tov I was extremely shaken, but 

when I heard of the way he left this world I was 

overwhelmed. Who can measure or evaluate the 

zechus of one who goes to Shamayim after 

participating in both of the Pesach Sedorim until 

the final Afikoman? Who can understand the 

merits of one who departs from this world 

enveloped in the aura of Leil Shimurim and its 

immeasurable holiness? Who can fathom the 

greatness of entering the next world wrapped 

within the radiance of Yom Tov?  
 My immediate reaction was that of the 

above paragraph, but after further reflection I 

realized just how far reaching the lesson and 

legacy goes. The Seder night is a night overflow-

ing with Mitzvos. (According to some calcula-

tions, when including the brachos, Sixty Four 

mitzvos are performed on seder night). In light of 

this, it behooves us all to take this tragedy into 

our hearts: “Vihachai Yitain El Libo - let he who 

is living place it upon his heart”. 

 If we can appreciate the zechus of being 

niftar amidst so many Mitzvos, can we not learn  

 

then to appreciate the merit of living amidst so 

many Mitzvos? If we are inspired by the fact that 

he was zocheh to do one more Mitzvah of Matzah 

before departing to the world of eternity, can we 

not take to heart the fact that we still have the 

chance right this moment to perform yet another 

Mitzvah? 

 The lesson of Reb Mordechai a’h Ben Reb 

Efraim n’y, is the eternal lesson of “U’shmartem 

Es HaMatzos”- As Chazal teach us, just as we 

must guard the Mitzvah of Matzah, we must 

guard all Mitzvos - and every Mitzvah that comes 

in front of us we must grab and not ch’v allow it 

to be missed. His life was a life of Mitzvos, and so 

was his death- and that is the inspiration that we 

must allow to reach into our hearts 

 As we count the days of the Omer let us 

recognize that just as we count each day, we must 

make every day count. “Limnos Yamainu Kei 

Hoda to count our days please make known…” 

We must ask Hashem to help us appreciate the 

immeasurable opportunity of every single day of 

life. 

 As I B’H merited to be involved in the 

baking of my Matzos this year, I sat in the room 

of flour for quite a while and just thought about 

life…after a few minutes there I thought to 

myself, “Here I am mixing and pouring flour for 

one hour for the precious Mitzvah of Matzah. 

How great and awesome is the gift of life, that 

every single minute we are here Hashem gives 

us the opportunity to fulfill yet another Mitz-

vah?!  
 May Reb Mordechai Kamin’s life and r’l 

tragic passing be an inspiration for all of Klal 

Yisroel bringing great aliya to his pure nsha-

ma…and may the family and all those who loved 

him be comforted together with the mourners of 

Tzion and Yerushalayim…BSD    
 

 




