
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Orchos Chaim  
          L’HaRosh 

The Rosh’s Guide to Life 
 

20. When the time arrives for any of the daily three Tefilos, one should put all his concerns aside and Daven. 

Above all else, one should protect his eyes from looking at anything that is not his. 

Why does the Rosh connect the command to not be envious with Tefilah? According to Orach 

Yesharim, the source for this may be in Derech Eretz Zuta (4) which teaches us not to allow one’s 

eyes to stare at possessions that are not his, because this causes ‘the Gates of Shamayim to sink’, and 

this will not allow one’s Tefilos to be accepted. Rav Moshe Sternbuch writes that the Rosh is 

teaching us that asking Hashem for things is not the main point of Davening, rather we should 

Daven for Hashem’s Honor to be manifest in the world. Seeing things that others have and desiring 

them leads us to ask Hashem for them, and this takes away from the actual purpose of why we 

Daven. Additionally, by putting aside our own interests and desires when we Daven, it demonstrates 

that we fully believe that our Parnasah comes solely from Hashem, and not from our own efforts.  

The following Medrash (Shemos Rabbah 52:3) demonstrates how one should never be envious, 

but should appreciate everything he has and how it is all from Hashem. Once, a student of         

Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai traveled to do business, where he was very successful and became rich. 

When he came back to the Yeshivah and everyone saw how wealthy he had become, some of the 

other students were jealous of his wealth, and wanted to travel on business as well, so that they too 

could become rich. Rebbi Shimon understood that his students had feelings of envy and he gathered 

them together. He took them outside and brought them to a certain valley. There, he Davened and 

then he called out to the valley, “Valley! Valley! Fill yourself up with gold coins!” Suddenly, before 

everyone’s eyes, the valley started filling up with piles and piles of gold coins! Rebbi Shimon 

turned to his students and said, “If you want, take all the gold you like. But, you must know that you 

are taking from your own reward in Olam Haba. You may be taking all of it, or only part of it, but 

you can have it now if you like.” Each of the students realized that they were being taught a lesson 

from their Rebbe. They understood that they shouldn’t look at what others have, but be happy with 

what they did have. Each of them decided not to take any gold, and left their reward for learning 

Torah in the World to Come!  
 

)טז:א( ויקח קרח  
And Korach took [he separated himself] (16:1) 

Rashi explains that this passage is expounded well. The Pri Megadim 
wrote in his Sefer “Teivas Guma” that our expositions must be timely. For 
example, if one expounds on Pesach topics that are relevant to Pesach, all 
is well. However, if one starts speaking about the trembling of judgment 
of Rosh Hashanah on Pesach, this is not timely and people will not be 
receptive to hear it. This passage of strife [Machlokes] is always timely for 
there is no time that there is no strife, and it is always the right time to 
speak about it. Similarly, the Ben Ish Chai wrote on the Posuk of  ובני קרח

 But the sons of Korach did not die (26:11). The sons of Korach – לא מתו
and his disciples are still with us continuing in his way to stir up 
controversy and spread strife! (Lehisadein B’Ahavascha) 
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Aharon's staff sprouted 

flowers, buds and almonds 

(17:23). The Kli Yakar 

suggests that the lesson of a 

dry stick sprouting fruits is 

that we can never 

underestimate others. Even a 

person who seems to be 

unsuccessful in everything 

they do— can become great, 

through the grace of Hashem. 

On the other hand, someone 

who seems destined for 

greatness, without Divine 

support, can just dry up and 

never succeed. 
 

  לרפואה שלימה:

 ר' אהרן יהודה לייב בן

גיטל פייגא   

 רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן 

 באבא חיה רבקה

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
When Rav Baruch Ber Liebowitz, zt”l, was a young 

boy, he would Daven at home and would often cry during 

his Tefilos. One time his mother heard him crying while he 

Davened and asked his father why he was crying. She 

wondered, “Could it be that he needed something that we 

hadn’t given him, or perhaps something was bothering him 

that we don’t know about?” Rav Baruch Ber’s father 

answered, “I think he’s crying because he’s come across 

something in his learning that he doesn’t understand, and 

he’s Davening to have help understanding it!” Rav Baruch 

Ber was just a child at the time of this conversation between 

his parents, but he had overheard it. He later revealed that 

after hearing his father’s answer, he realized that as far as 

his father was concerned, if something was disturbing his 

little boy to the point that he was crying about it, can only 

be because something in his learning was not clear to him. 

From his father’s response Rav Baruch Ber understood how 

much his father loved the Torah. Having heard those words, 

Rav Baruch Ber Davened more intensely that Hashem grant 

him understanding in learning Torah and help him grow 

steadily to succeed in learning. He grew up to become the 

Rosh Yeshivah of the Kamenetz Yeshiva, and the primary 

student of the Brisker Rav! 
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 בס"ד
 Working on our Middos 

The Torah tells us (Devarim 16:18) to appoint judges in the 

cities. The Zohar states that this concept applies to an 

individual as much as it does to the nation. In order for one to 

triumph over his Yetzer Hara, he must appoint judges over 

himself to keep himself in check. Rav Zev Weinberger explains 

that there are two aspects to judging oneself: with logic and 

with action. One’s decisions must be made after carefully 

considering all of the circumstances, but sometimes one must 

act without thinking, according to the laws of the Torah, if it is 

logical. Rav Weinberger comments that this idea is implied by 

the Tefilin Shel Rosh and Tefilin Shel Yad which we wear on 

our head and our arm. The Tefilin Shel Rosh signifies serving 

Hashem with the mind, with a clear understanding of the 

Mitzvos. The Tefilin Shel Yad represents the concept of action 

by doing what must be done where one must accept upon 

himself the yoke of Heaven, even if it is not understandable to 

his mind. These two forces must work together in one’s battle 

with the Yetzer Hara. This is why one may not speak between 

the Brachos for the Tefilin Shel Rosh and the Tefilin Shel Yad. 

The Torah tells us to be ‘Wholehearted with Hashem’ (Devarim 

18:13), and by applying the efforts of both our logic and actions 

to serve Hashem, especially when the Mitzvah’s reasoning is 

beyond our understanding, we become wholehearted. The 

Chozeh of Lublin once asked his student Rav Naftali of 

Ropshitz why the Torah says that one should be wholehearted. 

Why should he not be a Chacham, a wise man, in serving 

Hashem? Rav Naftali answered, “One must be wise in order to 

know when he should be wholehearted. If one does not know 

when to be like this, he is not very wise at all!” 
 Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

The Steipler Gaon once made a surprise appearance at a Bar Mitzvah 

Seudah to which he had not been invited. He wished the father a Mazel Tov, 

and then sat down next to the Bar Mitzvah boy, spoke with him for a very 

short while, and then left. After the Steipler left, the Bar Mitzvah boy 

explained to his father what had happened. Several years earlier, the 

Steipler had seen him enter the Shul on Yom Kippur carrying a large Sefer, 

which the Steipler thought was a Gemara. He told the boy, “Now we are 

supposed to Daven. Learning is for later.” The boy then showed the Steipler 

that he was carrying a large Machzor, not a Gemara. The Steipler asked for 

the boy’s forgiveness, which of course he gave. The boy said, “Today, 

however, the Steipler just told me that the Mechilah, forgiveness, of a 

Katan, a boy under the age of Bar Mitzvah, is not valid, so the Steipler 

made sure to keep track of when I would become a Bar Mitzvah, so that he 

could ask forgiveness again at the first possible opportunity!” 
 

 
The Rashbam in Parashas Bo writes that wearing Tefilin is 

like writing down an important note that one does not want to 

forget on their hand. That note goes everywhere with him and 

will serve as a reminder. Tefilin contain the abbreviated story of 

how we left Mitzrayim which demonstrates Hashem’s eternal 

love for the Jewish people. It is this message that we carry with 

us in our Tefilin. The Kli Yakar explains that since we live in a 

physical world, we are inclined to depend on our own strengths 

to protect ourselves. It is for this reason that we are commanded 

to wear Tefilin on our weaker hand, to display that our physical 

strength is not at all what protects us. Rather, it is Hashem that 

sustains us and protects us from our enemies. Chazal teach that 

there are three parts of the body that can lead one to do an 

Aveirah: the heart, the mind, and ultimately the hands. While 

the heart can be led astray, and the mind can make bad choices, 

ultimately, it is the hands that commit the wrongdoing. The Kli 

Yakar says that we may place the Tefilin on our arms next to our 

hearts and on our head opposite our minds, but we begin by 

putting Tefilin on the arm first and then the head, and we take 

Tefilin off from the head first and the hand last, to symbolize 

this idea that hands actually commit Aveirah, and to act as a 

reminder to keep us away from sin!  
 

 B’Kitzur       
If one comes to Shul on Friday evening to Daven Minchah and 

sees that the congregation has already accepted Shabbos, he should say 

Mizmor Shir L’Yom HaShabbos (Tehilim 92, which is part of Kabalas 

Shabbos). One should not Daven Minchah in that Shul, rather he 

should go outside the Shul and Daven there. If he came to Shul shortly 

before the congregation accepts Shabbos, even though he will not be 

able to complete his Shemoneh Esrei before the Shul accepts 

Shabbos, he is still allowed to Daven Minchah. This is because he 

started while it was still permitted. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 69:9) 
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