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A few weeks before Passover 1997. Rabbi 

Moshe Katlarsky of Chabad World 

Headquarters in Brooklyn requested of a 

colleague and myself to travel to the Far East 

and conduct public Passover Seders for the 

Jewish community living in the remote city of 

Kobe. Our journey to Japan and the numerous 

encounters with hundreds of Jews residing in 

that part of the world remains etched in my 

heart.  My friend, Moshe Leiberman (today a 

Rabbi in Boston), supervised the meticulous 

procedures of koshering the Synagogue 

kitchen for Passover and preparing the food 

for the Seder. We did not know how many 

people to expect; there are wandering Jews to 

be found in every corner of Japan. To our 

astonishment, our first public Seder attracted 

close to two hundred Jews, most of them from 

very secular backgrounds. Some have not 

attended a Passover Seder in decades. 

 

The energy was great. We sang, danced, ate 

the crunchy matzah and drank the tasty wine. 

The guests were into it, eating up the 

discussions as much as the delicious meal. 

In the middle of the Seder I was searching for 

words to describe my sentiments. My memory 

brought forth a moving Chassidic tale -- one 

of my personal favorites -- about the holy 

Rebbe (spiritual master) of Berditchov. 

Here goes. 

 

Rabbi Levi-Yitzchak of Berditchov was one 

of the great spiritual masters of his generation. 

One Passover, following an emotionally 

charged Seder, the Rebbe was told from 

heaven, much to his surprise, that this year, 

"Mosheleh, the water carrier of Berditchov, 

fulfilled the mitzvah of telling his children 

about the Exodus better than you even, and 

that G-d took pleasure from his recital more 

than anyone else's." 

 

The next day after services, the Rebbe 

instructed several of his disciples to request of 

Mosheleh to come see the Rebbe. Mosheleh 

came and began to cry bitterly before Rabbi 

Levi Yitzchak. "Rebbe, I'll never do it again. 

I'm so sorry; I don't know what came over 

me." The poor man was devastated.  The 

Rebbe responded gently, "Listen, my dear 

Jew, don't worry so much; just tell us what 

you did last night." 

 

Now, Mosheleh essentially was a good and 

innocent man, a G-d fearing individual and a 

pure heart. But he had a difficult life. He was 

orphaned at a young age and was always 

miserably poor. Sadly, he succumbed to the 

temptation of alcohol as a way to deal with his 

agony and stress.  The "problem" is that on  

 
 

Passover you can't drink whisky. So Mosheleh 

had a tremendous idea: He'll stay up the whole 

night before Passover and drink an amount of 

whisky that would keep him "high" for eight 

days straight, throughout the entire Passover 

holiday.  This Moshe did: When the night 

before Passover arrived he drank and drank, 

until the minute when you must stop 

eating Chametz (leaven) on the morning before 

Passover. When the clock struck twenty 

minutes after nine, he took a 

final "L'chayim" and he was out cold. 

 

Seder night arrived. His wife came to wake 

him and said, "Mosheleh, it's really not fair. 

Every Jewish home has a Seder. We have little 

children, and we are the only ones who don't 

have a Seder." Mosheleh gazed at the Rebbe of 

Barditchov and continued relating his tale: "By 

then, did I regret that I drank so much the 

night before! Did I regret it! I would have 

done anything not to be drunk. But I couldn't 

help it. So I said to my wife: 'Please wake me 

up in an hour. I just can't get it together yet.' 

My wife kept waking me every hour, and then 

every half-hour. Then, suddenly, she came to 

me and said, 'Moshe, in twenty minutes the 

Seder night is gone and the children are all 

sleeping. Shame on you. You are a disgraceful 

father and husband!' 

 

"I was so devastated!" Mosheleh told the 

Rebbe. "My children are precious beyond 

words, and I didn't even give them a Seder. I 

realized how low I have fallen, that I am a 

lousy alcoholic father. So, with my last 

strength I got out of bed and sat down at the 

Seder table. I said to my wife, 'Please, call our 

dear children.'  She called the children and I 

said to them, 'Please sit down very close to me, 

I have to talk to you.  I want you to know, 

children, that I am so sorry that I drank and 

that I am a drunkard. But, right now, it's still 

Seder night, so let me just tell you the 

Passover story in a nutshell.'" 

 

Mosheleh said to the Rebbe, "I barely know 

how to read Hebrew and I was still drunk, but 

I tried my best. I said, 'Children, I want you to 

know that G-d created heaven and earth in 

seven days. Then Adam and Eve ate from the 

Tree and were thrown out of Paradise. Since 

then everything went downhill: There was a 

flood, there was a tower of Babel'-that was as 

much as I knew. So I continued. 'Then came 

Abraham and Sarah. They began fixing the world 

again. Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob 

and Rachel and Leah and their twelve holy sons. 

Then Pharaoh made slaves out of us, and tonight, G-

d took us out from Egypt.  Now we are also in exile. 

And I want you to know, dear children, that the same 

G-d who took us out from Egypt is still alive and 

present and very soon He will liberate us from this 

exile too.'  Then I looked upward and said: 'Father in 

heaven, thank you so much for taking us out of 

Egypt. And I beg you, dear Father, please take us out 

of our present exile very soon!'  Rebbe, I'm so sorry. 

I couldn't say anything more because I was still 

drunk. I just took the Matzah, Maror and Charoses 

situated on the table and ate them. I filled four cups 

and drank them one after another, I turned over and I 

fell asleep again." 

 

The holy master Rabbi Levi Yitzchok of Barditchov 

was crying bitter tears. He said to his disciples, "Did 

you hear that? Did you hear that? I wish that one 

time in my life I should communicate the spirit of 

Judaism to my children the way Mosheleh did for his 

children. I wish that once in my life I should 

converse with G-d like Mosheleh did last night." 

 

Thus I concluded the story. Then I said, "I want you 

to know that I celebrated many a Seder-night in a 

very observant Jewish community in New York. Yet 

I get the feeling that G-d's favorite Seder was the one 

done right here, in Kobe, Japan! So many of us here 

this evening may be unaware of the detailed Seder 

rituals and customs, and many of us may not even 

know how to read the Haggadah in Hebrew. But, my 

dearest brothers and sisters, the sincerity and the 

passion of so many Jews thirsty to reconnect with 

their inner soul -- this I've never seen before during a 

Passover Seder and I thank you for allowing me this 

special opportunity." 

 

I felt that the story had stirred up deep emotion in the 

audience. I could see tears dropping from some 

people's eyes. There was even one woman sitting at 

the other end of the room who was weeping 

profusely. She later approached me and related her 

personal tale:  "I grew up in a very assimilated home. 

I know almost nothing about Judaism. I'm living here 

in Japan for more than twenty years, working as a 

school teacher and involved in the mystical 

disciplines of the Far-East."  She related to me that 

she was uninterested in attending the Seder, as she 

felt completely alienated from Judaism, yet a friend 

persuaded her to come.  (cont. on bottom of pg. 3)  

 

"The only thing I remember about Judaism," she 

continued, "was that my grandmother would always 

tell me, that I have a special spiritual connection. 

Why? ‘Because you are the tenth generation of Rabbi 

Levi Yitzchak of Berditchov.’  Who is Rabbi Levi 

Yitzchak of Berditchov? That my grandmother never 

knew. She just knew that he was some great man 

who lived in Eastern Europe. And she insisted that I 

always retain this piece of history in my memory. 

"So thank you Rabbi for serving as the messenger of 

my holy grandfather to bring me to come back home 

this Passover night," the women said to me. 

From Berditchov to Japan 

Shabbat  T imes –  Metzora 

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 6:33 7:46 

Tel Aviv 6:51 7:49 

Haifa 6:43 7:49 

Beer Sheva 6:49 7:47 

 

  

 



"one who is being cleansed." 
This means the person 
undergoing purification must 
take an active part in the 
process. The leper must 
sincerely repent of his 
misdeed and return to G-d 
with a whole heart, to be 
worthy of being brought 
before the priest.  

(Meshech Chochma) 

…in the place where he shall slay 
the sin offering… (Lev. 14:13) 
 
The sin offering was 
slaughtered in the same place 
as the burnt offering (on the 
northern side), even though 
the burnt offering had a 
higher level of holiness. This 
was done to avoid 
embarrassing the sinner, as 

In an earthen utensil over "mayim 
chaim" (lit. "living waters") (Lev. 
14:5) 
 

Although the leper (who was 
usually afflicted with leprosy as a 
result of the sin of gossip) was 
obliged to feel humbled and 
contrite, great care had to be 
taken to make sure his spirit was 
not completely broken. The 
"living waters" of the Torah 
protected him from becoming 
too downhearted and reduced to 
spiritual inertia.  

 (Sichot Tzadkikim) 

And he shall sprinkle upon him who 
is to be cleansed… (Lev. 14:7) 
 

Significantly, the Torah uses the 
reflexive form of the verb "to be 
cleansed" rather than the passive, 

h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

This week's Torah portion, Metzora 
(literally "Leper") deals with the Biblical 
plague of leprosy and the various 
processes a person had to go through in 
order to become spiritually pure. Aside 
from its literal meaning, "Metzora" is 
also one of the names the Talmudic 
Sages used to refer to Moshiach, 
commenting on the verse in Isaiah 
(53:4): "Surely he has borne our 
sicknesses, and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed him stricken, struck by G-
d, and afflicted."  

The name Metzora specifically 
relates to Moshiach as he exists in exile, 
prior to the Final Redemption. During 
this period, although he is already 
present in the world, he has not yet 
been revealed as King Moshiach. 
Moshiach's essential nature is the 
epitome of perfection, as he is 
described: "My servant is enlightened; 
he is exalted, lofty and highly elevated." 
Nonetheless, because he is still in exile 
and shares in the suffering of the Jewish 
people, he is termed "Metzora."  

A Biblical commentator, the "Ohr 
HaChaim," explains that the 
purification process of the leper is 

symbolic of the process of Moshiach's 
revelation and the cleansing of the 
Jewish people from exile. The leper's 
"day of purification" corresponds to the 
day on which the Final Redemption will 
occur.  

Furthermore, from the fact that 
Moshiach is called "Metzora," we learn 
the precise nature of his suffering 
before the Redemption. Chasidic 
philosophy notes that leprosy is an 
external affliction "of the skin of his 
flesh," rather than an illness that has 
already invaded the inner workings of 
the body.  

Accordingly, it symbolizes a 
condition in which a person's inner 
essence is whole, and the damage is 
limited only to his exterior.  

Thus on a deeper level, "Metzora" 

external affliction isn't really "his," but 
that of the Jewish people, as it states, 
"Surely he has borne our sicknesses."  

This, in fact, is the condition in 
which we find ourselves now, at the 
very end of the exile and just prior to 
the Redemption.  

Outwardly, it appears as if the Jewish 
people is suffering from a variety of 
ailments, but our inner essence is 
actually pristine, having already been 
completely purified over the course of 
generations. The only thing left to be 
refined before Moshiach's revelation is 
our "outer layer." All other prerequisites 
for the Final Redemption are already in 
place. 

Adapted from the teachings of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe; Material on this page and Moshiach Now! 
reprinted from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 
NYC 

 

                ONLY SKIN DEEP 

 

signifies a person on the highest 
spiritual plane, whose powers of 
the soul have already been 
purified and refined. The 
Metzora's inner essence is pure; 
all that is left for him to do is to 
cleanse his "skin" - the very 
outermost layers of the body. 
Moreover, the Metzora's 

 

THE HOLY SOUNDS 
 

The young woman rose early. She hurriedly 
dressed in the half-light, making her way down the 
hill. Following the sound of melodious voices, she 
arrived at the House of Prayer, and took up her 
usual position outside. It was here she came every 
morning, to sit upon the large rock. From the moment 
she knew there was life within her, her plan was clear.  

She would go every day to the House of Prayer 
and then to all the Houses of Study. Her child, 
though yet to be born, would gradually come to know 
the sounds of the holy words of Torah. When asked 
where she was going, she would reply, "I am going to 
the House of Prayer, so that my baby can hear the 
holy words." She sat until the scholars emerged. 
Shyly, she approached the first: "Please, bless my 
child with wisdom." The old man smiled at the young 
woman whose presence no longer surprised him. "May 
your child shine with the light of Torah," he replied. 
She then continued on to the various Houses of Study 
where she would sit beneath the open windows.  The 
months passed.  

She still visited both the Houses of Prayer and the 
Houses of Study, but now she propped up the small 
baby in his cradle which she carried from home. And 
from the early morning until the heat of the day had 
passed, the tiny baby sat, dozed, ate, and dozed again 
while the sacred melodies of Torah learning filled the 
air, enveloping him and filtering into his 
consciousness. The child grew up to become a great 
sage and tzadik of his day, the holy tanna, Rabbi 
Yehoshua ben Chanania.  

 

 

 
no one would know what type of 
offering he was bringing.  

 (Sotah 32) 

  

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  
Removing the Chometz 

One year, before bedikas chometz, the Frierdiker Rebbe (the sixth 

Lubavitcher Rebbe) said, “The checking for chometz must also be done 

in ruchnius, although the physical checking is much easier.” He related, 

“In the year 5525, the Alter Rebbe returned from Mezritch before 

Pesach. On the day of bedikas chometz he did not eat, as he was 

completely occupied with his preparation for the bedikah, making sure 

to implement all the kavanos he had learned in Mezritch. That year, 

bedikas chometz took him the entire night, and he only owned one 

room!” 

 

Chometz symbolizes kelipah. Therefore, we keep ourselves away from 

even the smallest amount of chometz, like one who uses all precaution 

to protect himself from the robbers who wish to take his life.  While 

getting rid of all the chometz, we should have in mind that just as we 

are scrubbing and scouring away even the minutest amount of chometz, 

Hashem should destroy every last bit of the yetzer horah from the 

world. We are certain that Hashem, who sees all the work the yidden 

put into cleaning for Pesach, will destroy the kelipah and the golus we 

are in. All the work done for Pesach must be accomplished with love 

and simcha, and include no anger, fights and arguments. The money 

used to buy the yom tov necessities should be honestly earned money. 

Otherwise, one will be feeding the kelipah with kedusha.  (Sefer Kav 

HaYashar, chp. 89) 

 

At a farbrengen, the Rebbe related, “When cleaning the home for 

Pesach, it is necessary to begin in advance, and not wait for the last 

moment of bedikas chometz, for otherwise, how will all the cracks and 

holes be properly cleaned? To do it all in one moment is impossible. 

One cannot wait for the last moment and then claim that it is too late. 

Similarly, yidden need to rid themselves of their ruchnius’dike chometz, 

which is arrogance. This must be done in advance, because closer 

to Pesach they may be busy with other aspects of avoda. 

 

The Sweat of a Mitzvah 
The effort and energy one expends while preparing for Pesach can 

destroy evil malochim and bring tikun for the person. Therefore, 

one should make the effort, and Hashem, with His great mercy, will 

accept the good intentions of the yidden and bring the geulah. This 

is part of the purification one must do before yom tov to be able to 

receive the kedusha of yom tov.  (Sefer Kav HaYashar, chp. 90) 

 

At the beginning of each year, the Frierdiker Rebbe, then the 

menahel of Tomchei Temimim, would present a list of all the new 

talmidim to his father, the Rebbe Rashab. One year, upon receiving 

the list, the Rebbe took note of the name of a bochur about whom it 

was written that although he was a ‘lamdon’ (learned), he had 

coarse middos and his features lacked a certain refinement. After 

much thought, the Rebbe agreed to accept the bochur, saying that 

he would have to be worked on.  

 

As soon as the list was approved, the Frierdiker Rebbe set up a 

particularly strict seder for this bochur. When Rosh Chodesh Adar 

arrived, the Rebbe Rashab (then abroad) wrote a letter instructing 

the Frierdiker Rebbe to entrust this bochur with all the hard work 

needed for preparing the shmura matza. He asked the Frierdiker 

Rebbe to report to him how the bochur performed his tasks.  

 

For two weeks, the talmid was kept busy with the physically taxing 

work of sorting the wheat, setting up the hand-mill, and grinding 

the wheat into flour. When the time came for baking, he was again 

assigned the heaviest work. On Erev Pesach, he was awake most of 

the night, having been entrusted with doing bedikas chometz in the 

shul and the yeshiva building. The next morning he was up early to 

kasher the oven for the last batch of matzos.  

   PREPARING FOR PESACH  

Future Redemption 

 
G-d did not force those Jews 

who did not want to leave 

Egypt to do so. In contrast, 

in the future Redemption, 

even those Jews who do not 

consciously want to be 

redeemed will be taken out 

of exile. This is because 

when G-d gave us the Torah, 

He connected our essence 

with His essence, making it 

impossible for us to really 

oppose our connection with 

Him. Of course, we can go 

through the motions of 

opposing our connection to 

G-d, but this is only 

superficial. Sooner or later, 

our deep, inner essence will 

surface, and this will make 

us all indeed worthy of 

being redeemed. 

 

(Lubavitcher Rebbe, Daily 

Wisdom/Likutei Sichot vol. 

2) 

 

When the preparations for Pesach were finally completed, and the 

hardworking Bochurim went to toivel in the mikvah and dress for 

yom tov, the Frierdiker Rebbe instructed this bochur to learn a 

maamar of the Alter Rebbe. The bochur was to come to the 

Frierdiker Rebbe the next morning at seven o’clock, to learn the 

maamar again. Pesach night, he still had no rest, for he had to help 

serve the talmidim who ate the seder together in the large Beis 

Medrash.  

 

Nevertheless, the following morning he came to the Frierdiker 

Rebbe, knowing the maamar thoroughly. This finally proved just 

how much the learning of chassidus mattered to him. The Frierdiker 

Rebbe reported all that had happened to the Rebbe Rashab, and on 

acharon shel pesach, when the Rebbe Rashab joined the bochurim’s 

seuda, he commented to his son, “Just look how powerful is the 

sweat of a mitzvah! Look how he has acquired different features; 

instead of ‘grobkeit’ (coarsness), he now has the face of a mentsch.” 

 

(reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

One Step Translations 

(cont. from pg. 1) "The only thing I remember about Judaism," she continued, "was that my grandmother would always tell me, that I have a 

special spiritual connection. Why? ‘Because you are the tenth generation of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchov.’  Who is Rabbi Levi Yitzchak 

of Berditchov? That my grandmother never knew. She just knew that he was some great man who lived in Eastern Europe. And she insisted 

that I always retain this piece of history in my memory.  So thank you Rabbi for serving as the messenger of my holy grandfather to bring me to 

come back home this Passover night," the women said to me.  I wiped a tear from my eye and thanked the Almighty for sending me to Japan 

for Passover. 

Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from an emailing of Rabbi Y. Y. Jacobson (//The Yeshiva.net), who is an internationally acclaimed 

educator and lecturer in great demand, and an annual summer guest teacher at Ascent here in Tsfat.  Yerachmiel Tilles. is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories (editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 19th 

year. “Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 3-volume series of his best stories, is now available in Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-

shop.com, from the publishers in Jerusalem, Menorah-Books.com, and in Jewish bookstores world-wide.) 

 

 

  



In honor of the birthday of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka 

on the 25th of Adar and the Rebbe on the 11th of 

Nissan: 

. 

It was Chof Hey Adar, 5748; the Rebbetzin’s 87th 

birthday, and just over a month since her passing on 

22 Shevat. Shacharis had just ended, and the Rebbe 

was Chazzan. The Rebbe had already gone up to the 

second floor while the crowd had slowly dispersed. A 

handful of people remained when suddenly they were 

caught by surprise: the Rebbe was descending the 

staircase again and began to deliver a Sicha in which 

the Rebbe launched a unique campaign. 

 

Progressing on the theme the Rebbe had spoken so 

much about over the past month since the Rebbetzin’s 

passing “the living should take to heart,” the Rebbe 

suggested that this day, being the Rebbetzin’s 

birthday, was an opportune time to focus on the 

customs befitting each and every one’s personal 

birthdays. Thus began “The Birthday Campaign.” 

 

Never before did the Rebbe suggest that a specific 

mivtza should be done in honor or in memory of one 

individual. The Birthday campaign, on the other hand, 

was explicitly connected with the Rebbetzin, as the 

Rebbe said, “Those who wish to do so can take this 

upon themselves in honor of [the Rebbetzin]…” 

 

One month later at the farbrengen on the last day of 

Pesach, the Rebbe discussed the matter even further, 

citing many Torah sources that support the notion of 

The Birthday Campaign 

celebrating one's birthday. 

Shortly thereafter, a detailed list of appropriate 

customs for a birthday based on the Rebbe’s 

letters and sichos throughout the years was 

prepared and edited by the Rebbe, consisting of 

ten sections. 

 

Chassidim immediately took to the task of 

publicizing and spreading the Rebbe’s new 

initiative to the broadest reachable audience. 

Full-page ads adorned newspapers, touting the 

message to readers across the globe.  The 

Yiddish Algemeiner Journal presented a special 

memo, meticulously edited by the Rebbe, under 

the title “A Proposal by the Lubavitcher Rebbe 

Shlita”, calling upon all to mark their birthday 

with the significance it deserves. 

 

Additionally, a full-page ad appeared in the 

New York Times, edited by the Rebbe, entitled 

“Birthdays Matter.”  The full page ad was a 

project of The Chai Foundation, organized by 

Rabbi Yehoshua Metzger (Chabad of Midtown 

Manhattan) as part of its publicity campaigns in 

newspapers and subways.  The ad appeared in 

many newspapers in different languages.   

Interestingly, before the ad was published, the 

Rebbe made one correction to the text: One of 

the instructions given by the Rebbe for a 

birthday is to increase in Tzedoka. Originally, 

the ad said that one should “give some money to 

charity”. The Rebbe amended the text by 

crossing out the word “some” and left it to read 

“give money to charity.”  (adapted and reprinted 

from Collive) 
 

 

 

 
Cooking for Pesach:  How do you make food 

tasty with no spices? Marinate your meat (or 

chicken) in a mixture of wine and fresh 

squeezed citrus juice, then grill or bake. Ideally 

marinate it overnight. How about a root salad? 

Shred raw beets, carrots, kohlrabi and use olive 

oil and orange juice as the dressing. Sweet 

potato latkes are a wonderful side dish. How 

about grilled kishuim (zucchini)? Keep your 

meals simple and enjoy your family.  by Alizah 

Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com 
 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Coaching & Counseling 

(We anticipate Dr. Yosef to return next week.) 
 

Question:  I am 38, 14 years married, 6 

kids, own a home (paying mortgage of 

course), own a car and have a good job.  

Baruch Hashem!  Yet, I feel like days, weeks, 

months, even years just roll by.  I feel like I 

could have a greater impact on the world, I 

have talents that are not actualized.  I feel like 

I should and can be doing more. 

Answer:  When I was in yeshiva my 

gemara teacher, Rav Steinback, OBM, told 

me that a Jew is like an olive.  When 

squeezed, delicious olive oil is produced.  

The fact that you are aware of what you are 

feeling is very good.  Although the feelings 

might be unpleasant, they provide you with 

the opportunity to grow and realize those 

hidden talents – “the olive oil”. 

In general, as a first step, it is important to 

realize what we want.  This is not as simple 

as it sounds.  For many people, wants conflict 

with reality causing tension and frustration.  

They might want something that is unrealistic 

and/or not good for their wellbeing.  It takes 

maturity to let go of wants fueled by 

unhealthy desires and old memories and 

connect with mature wants that lead to a 

healthy life.  Some of us make this transition 

easier than others.   Baruch Hashem, in your 

case, your wants are focused in a healthy 

direction, in that you want to have a positive 

impact on the world.   

Once we have decided what we want (first 

step), we must ask ourselves two very 

important questions:  1. What am I doing to 

obtain what I want?  2.  Is what I am doing 

working?  This three step process is the 

foundation which will enable us to move 

forward to the fourth and final stage – making 

a plan of action to achieve what we want. 

Often times, when we feel stuck and are not 

succeeding, there is a blockage in one of 

these four areas.   I encourage you to take the 

time to explore each of these four steps, one 

at a time, perhaps with a good friend, and I 

believe you will find it very helpful in 

accomplishing your goals.    

Aharon Schmidt, affordable marriage and 

individual coaching and counseling; 

coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-

524-6528 

 

    

 

 Halacha Corner – Selling Chametz:  What is the basis of selling our chametz before Pesach?  The Torah forbids us from possessing 

chametz during the festival of Pesach, and instructs us to destroy our chametz on erev Pesach.  Chametz that remains in a Jew’s property over Pesach 
becomes prohibited for use (asur b’hana’ah) even after Pesach, whether the chametz remained in his possession on purpose or through oversight.  Hiding 
the chametz from sight does not help in this respect.  If we own a large amount of chametz and we wish to avoid incurring the financial loss that its 
destruction would invite, we are permitted to sell it to a non-Jew.  It is insufficient to merely sell our chametz to a non-Jew; we must also rent the location of 
the chametz to the non-Jew.  Only once we have taken both of these steps are we permitted to leave the chametz in our homes without violating the 
prohibition of bal yeira’eh and bal yimatze – because the chametz now belongs to a non-Jew and is located in the area he is renting.  The concept of selling 
chametz to a non-Jew as a means of avoiding ownership of chametz during Pesach appears in a Mishnah at the beginning of the second chapter of tractate 
Pesachim.  The Tosefta mentions the theoretical option of buying the chametz back from the non-Jew after Pesach.  During the era of the early Poskim, a 
recommendation was made of making such a sale.  In subsequent times, selling the chametz was presented as a practical course of action, and was included 
as such in the Shulchan Aruch.  Eventually, the custom became dominant throughout Jewry.  There are multiple laws involved in making such a sale.  It is 
therefore customary to sign an “authorization form” designating a rabbi familiar with these laws as our emissary to execute the transaction on our behalf in 
full accordance with halachah.  According the view of the Alter Rebbe (in his Seder Mechiras Chametz), if the transaction does not comply with all of the 
halachic requirements, the owner of the chametz will have transgressed the prohibitions of bal yeira’eh and bal yimatze on a biblical basis.  The Alter Rebbe 
adds specific requirements to the standard methods of transaction.  Some of these details are significant enough that otherwise the entire sale might be 
rendered invalid.  The most obvious example is the requirement for an areiv kablan, a third-party guarantor to the sale.  Accordingly, it is crucial for the sale 
to be conducted by a Rav.  (reprinted From the Desk of Badatz, a periodical of the Beis Din of Crown Heights, www.crownheightsconnect.com) 
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