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The Traveler’s Prayer – תפילת הדרך   
I often read stories and articles in your weekly sheet encouraging 
davening with a minyan. Now I would like to share with the readers 
my own story: Following something distressful that happened to 
me as usual I went to Rav Gamliel Rabinovich for a bracha. He 
advised me that I should accept upon myself to daven with a 
minyan explaining that in it lies all the success of a person as 
brought in the holy seforim. I accepted upon myself to try with all 
my might and he gave me a warm bracha. 
A week later I flew to the United States on business and I planned 
all my flights around the time of davening and I chose places to 
daven in every locale. From there I travelled to Toronto, Canada for 
a wedding, however I was still driving and I had not reached my 
destination, I found myself in downtown Toronto as the sky was 
signaling that the sun was setting and I found myself in a place with 
no chance of finding a minyan.  
With a pang in the heart I turned the car onto a side road and 
stopped on the side of the road in order to daven in my car, on the 
other side of the road I saw religious people walking on the road. I 
hurried across the street and an unbelievable thing happened, they 
were walking to shul to daven Mincha! With excitement and a 
sense of the revealed Shechina I entered after them and I waited 
five minutes until they started Mincha which was the most exciting 
davening in my life.                                                    

  .ר.נ                       
* ~ * ~ * 

 – ”!If there are nine there will be ten“ !"יש תשע יהיה עשראם "
Every Shabbos we have a set minyan at sunrise. One Shabbos it 
happened that many of the regulars were spending Shabbos in 
another city and we were left with only nine men. “Nu, if we have 
nine, there will be ten!” one of the men sang. 
So, right after ‘Yishtabach’ just when we had to say Kaddish a man 
walked in wanting to learn a little before davening and he 
completed the minyan for us until after the repetition of Shemona 
Esrei. Before the Torah reading he left to hurry to his regular 
minyan. Again, he sang, “If we have nine, we will have ten!” 
A man who wanted to finish “shnayim mikrah” – reviewing the 
parsha - came in and completed the minyan until after Torah 
reading. 
After the Torah reading another man came in early for the next 
minyan and this is how Hashem sent us one after the other to 
miraculously complete the minyan. 

.ה.מ  
 

 

 

 – The Power of Prayer כוחה של תפילה
It is told that in the days of the Chassam Sofer the position of 
Rav of one of the cities opened up and the leaders of the 
community who were seeking a rabbi fitting for the position 
had two choices as candidates. One of them was a student of 
the Chassam Sofer, who was known to be exceptional in his 
sharpness and expertise as one of the Gedolim (great ones), 
and the other one, although he was an exceptional Talmid 
Chacham, he had not yet reached the level of the student of 
the Chassam Sofer, but he was known as a man who 
increased endowment to his Creator with Tefillah and the 
chapters of Tehillim. 
The heads of the community debated as to which candidate 
should be given the position of Rabbi and they had pros and 
cons for each one and the decision was reached that the 
choice would be made by an election of the congregation. 
The opinion of Maran the Chassam Sofer was that his student 
was the more fitting candidate for the position and he 
campaigned very hard for him but the election results were 
clearly in favor of the second Rav.  
When the final election results were revealed, the Chassam 
Sofer responded and said, “See how great the power of 
reciting Tehillim is! Although everyone knows that my student 
was the more fitting one for the position, and even though I 
tried with all my ability to have my student chosen, still, the 
chapters of Tehillim of that Rav overcame and worked to his 
benefit.” 
We see something similar in our parsha. The Torah states 
(29:17): 

 ועיני לאה רכות ורכל היתה יפת תאר ויפת מראה
Leah’s eyes were tender, while Rochel was beautiful of form 

and beautiful of appearance 
Rashi explains: She was under the impression that she was destined 
to ascend to the lot of Eisav, and she would cry, because everybody 
would say, “Rivka has two sons and Lavan has two daughters, the 
elder daughter for the elder son and the younger daughter for the 
younger son. 
Leah Imeinu knew that this was her lot that she would be married to 
Eisav, and it was known that her sister Rochel would marry Yaakov, 
but, since she did not want this she cried very much and she pleaded 
before her Creator and how did her prayers help? Not only did she 
not fall into the portion of Eisav, rather, she merited entering the 
portion of Yaakov, and not only this, she established six tribes, the 
amount of all the other mothers together, and not only this, she also 
merited that the three crowns of Israel would descend from her: The 
crown of Torah through Yissachar, the crown of the Kehunah 
through Levi and the crown of kingdom through Yehuda.    
Additionally, in the words of Kabbalah in the books of the Ari z”l it is 
explained that the place of Leah was higher than that of Rochel, and 
all this she merited only through the power of her tears and her 
prayers.                                                               - Tiv HaTorah - Vayeitzei 

 
 



 

 

 (יג:יח דברים)אלקיך ' תמים תהיה עם ה

You shall be wholehearted with Hashem, your G-d (Devorim 18:13) 

 

 
 

 

וישמע את דברי בני לבן לאמר לקח יעקב את כל אשר לאבינו ומאשר 
וירא יעקב את פני לבן והנה איננו : לאבינו עשה את כל הכבד הזה

אל יעקב שוב אל ארץ אבותיך ' ויאמר ה: עמו כתמול שלשום
 (ג-א:לא): ולמולדתך ואהיה עמך

And he heard the words of Lavan’s sons, saying, “Yaakov has 
taken all that belongs to our father, and from that which belongs 
to our father he amassed all his wealth.” Yaakov noticed Lavan’s 
disposition and behold, it was not with him as previously. And 
Hashem said to Yaakov, “Return to the land of your fathers and 
to your birthplace, and I will be with you.” (31:1-3) 
Behold, from these posukim we see true Emunah – faith. Yaakov Avinu 
spent twenty years in the house of Lavan the Arami, and that fraud and 
from the beginning tricked him, and instead of giving him Rochel he gave 
him Leah and he had to work for Rochel an additional seven years. After 
that, when he worked for the sheep as his wages, he defrauded him a 
countless number of times and as we see when Yaakov ran away and 
Lavan chased after him and reached him he said to Yaakov (31:41): 

 ותחלף את משכרתי עשרת מונים

‘you changed my wage ten countings’ 
which is one hundred times, and after all this, he suffers in silence when 
he heard the words of the sons of Lavan, that they said, 

 'לקח יעקב את כל אשר לאבינו'
‘Yaakov has taken all that which belongs to our father’ 

and all this even when Lavan himself admitted and said (30:27): 
 נחשתי ויברכני הק בגלליך

‘I have determined that Hashem has blessed me because of you’. 
Even Lavan suddenly changed his skin and he showed Yaakov a frown and 
even with all this he stopped himself from running away and he remained 
in the house of Lavan until HaKadosh Baruch Hu told him, “Return to the 
land of your fathers”. 
The deed of the fathers are a sign for the children, and with this Yaakov 
revealed to us what a person has to do when he is surrounded by 
troubles and aggravation, for then he must accept these things upon 
himself with love and faith and he should not seek ways to extricate 
himself from them and he must believe that if HaKadosh Baruch Hu sent 
him thus pain it is surely to correct his soul and if he attempts to evade 
this situation, he will certainly have to complete this distress in another 
fashion and we find that he has not benefited from this. Only when a 
person sees that HaKadosh Baruch Hu supplies him with a solution to his 
situation, then he will understand that this was sent from heaven for his 
salvation, and as we see by Yaakov, after HaKadosh Baruch Hu tells him, 
‘Return to the land of your fathers’ and he comprehends that this is the 
will of the Creator, then he acted and fled with all his belongings, for then 
he knew that HaKadosh Baruch Hu no longer desired his distress, but, as 
long as he had not heard this expressly from the mouth of HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu he endured his situation for many years. 
It is fitting for a person to memorize this concept and to know it, that 
anything that happens to a person is not chas v’shalom by chance, rather 
everything is with the supervision of Above and everything is for the 
benefit of a person and as hinted at in the word ‘mikreh’ – incident – is 
composed of the letters ‘rak meiHashem’ – it is only from Hashem – and 
he should endure his distress in silence, until that which is stated applies 
to him (Iyov 28:3): 

 קץ שם לחושך

He sets a limit to the darkness 
and he recognizes the benefit of where he is. 

 
      

 

We also see this complete faith further on in Parashas Mikeitz (41:45) 
where we find that Yosef HaTzaddik took Asnas the daughter of 
Potiphera, Chief of On, for a wife, and anyone that looks into this is 
amazed as to how Yosef could agree to the advice of Pharaoh to take 
this woman as a wife as her mother was a stumbling block and a 
hindrance to him and she was guilty of tarnishing his name and she 
shouted out in a loud voice because he would not sin with her, and he 
was thrown into a deep pit for many days with terrible shame as a 
person of no value and as Rashi writes there (40:1): That cursed one, 
(Potiphar’s wife), made the righteous one, Yosef, a common topic in the 
mouths of all of them, to speak about him and to denigrate him. How 
could he now want her daughter as a wife especially after she cursed 
him and as Rashi writes from the words of Chaza”l, a curse will not cling 
to a blessing, it is baffling. 
Rather, Yosef HaTzaddik believed with complete faith that there is no 
happenstance in the world, and every action small or large that occurs 
under the sun is with the intent and Divine Providence from Yisbarach 
to give a person a celestial atonement and the correct measure that 
suffices for him according to the order of creation and its concerns, and 
if you see an arod [a cross between a snake and a toad] kill, you should 
know that it is not the arod that kills, rather, it is the sin that kills 
(Berachos 33a), rather many are sent to a place, so did Yosef know and 
believe with complete faith that Potiphar’s wife could do no wrong to 
him unless it was decreed from Above and she was only the vessel with 
which HaKadosh Baruch Hu could do what He wanted to do and through 
her was fulfilled that which He wanted, that she should bring him to be 
tested and debased and through her he would be thrown into a deep 
pit. And now Yosef did not put any blame on her for how can a man 
complain when he has to overcome his sins and how can he blame her 
when she is only doing what she was sent to do for it was Yisbarach 
Who instructed that he withstand a challenge and it was. And it was He, 
in an abundance of His mercy who did, does, and will do everything and 
if someone is upset over all his problems he cannot place the blame on 
anyone but himself, and this is only like a rod that is beating him in the 
hand of the Creator Yisbarach Who runs the world as He desires. 
Behold, when a person reaches this category of awareness and 
establishes in his heart the absolute truth and sustains all his ways with 
this awareness, he then becomes happy with his lot and his heart is not 
filled with complaints against anybody, and anger leaves him, for 
everything is the will of the Creator and is done as He sees fit. There is 
nothing to blame anyone else for fir he has caused everything that 
befalls him. Additionally, he is free from those thoughts that usually 
weigh down on a person, ‘perhaps if I had done this I would have been 
saved’ or ‘had I done this I would not have lost money’ etc. Much 
nonsense too numerous to count, and certainly not complaining about 
others or to place the blame on someone else, rather, he places all the 
blame on himself and he is being punished for his wrong decisions. All 
this is happening because of Divine Providence, and that is why his 
friend is bothering him and so he accepts with joy how heaven is 
treating him and he knows that this is the will of the Creator, and 
certainly he is given exactly what is fitting for him and as Yonah HaNavi 
said (Yonah 1) when asked by the people on the boat whose fault is this 
great storm and he immediately answered that the tempest was his 
fault, so too, Yosef was not resentful of that curse and he had no hatred 
or complaint, but rather, the tempest is my fault. 
In truth this is one of the greatest attributes and wonders that the true 
believers earn, for they are saved from every argument and contention, 
tarnishing a reputation and gossip chas v’chalilah, for most of the 
challenges between two people come from this way of thinking when a 
person places blame on another human being, and this starts all the 
calculations, arguments, jealousy, and hatred, and if they were smart 
and went in the ways of faith all this would be removed from them. 
Dear Yehudi! Do not keep this benefit just for yourself, you are invited 
to print and distribute the weekly sheet in your neighborhood and be 
a partner in benefiting the masses. You can receive the sheet by email 
or by printing it.  
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