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משה בן יצחק יעקבנשמת    
             How much is it worth? 

1) We know that Hashem gives reward to the 
wicked in this world for their Mitzvos so that they 
shouldn’t receive it in עולם הבא and as it says  ומשלם לשנאיו

 He repays those who hate Him in their ;אל פניו להאבידו
lifetime for the good they did to make them perish from 
the next world.1 It is understandable that the wicked get 
punished for their sins. Bur why should their few Mitzvos 
be taken from them by receiving reward in this world 
which is essentially empty?2 Additionally, how is it 
possible to reward them in this world if  שכר מצוה בהאי עלמא

 there is nothing in this world that can possibly pay ;ליכא
for the great reward of a Mitzva?3     

2) The Mishna4 instructs us ...הוי זהיר במצוה קלה; be 
as scrupulous in performing a minor Mitzva as in a major 
Mitzva since we don’t know the reward given for 
Mitzvos. Continues the Mishna ...והוי מחשב; calculate the 
cost of a Mitzva against its reward…. The Haflaa5 asks 
this seems to be a contradiction as first the Mishna says 
we don’t know the reward for Mitzvos and then it tells us 
to calculate it. How can we calculate that which we don’t 
know its value?  

3) R’ Chaim Shmulevitz wonders how was the 
sale of the birthright from Esav to Yaakov valid? Since the 
birthright is worth more than any fortune in this world, it 
is אונאה; fraud more than 1/6 which would invalidate the 
sale?6  

4) The Gemara relates a story of one who 
slaughtered that which required כסוי הדם; Mitzva of 
covering the animal’s blood.7 His friend preceded him and 
covered the blood. Rabban Gamliel ruled the one who 

                                                           
1 Devarim 7:10, Rashi. The Nefesh Hachaim (1:12) points out it says  כל

 This is because we .בעולם הבא and not (Avos) ישראל יש להם חלק לעולם הבא
each have a portion designated for us there. However, it is possible for 
one not to receive it if he acts improperly in this world.  
2 Michtav Meliyahu, 1, p 16. To have some comprehension of what 
eternity is, the following analogy is given. Imagine a mountain full of 
seeds in which every 1,000 years a bird would take one seed from it. 
Even when that pile is eventually finished- that does not define eternity.  
3 Kidushin 39b  
4 Avos 2:1. R’ Moshe Leib Sassover once returned home after a long 
journey which caused him to be away for many days. Although he 
usually brought something home for his children, this time he didn’t. His 
children asked what did you bring us to which he had nothing to 
respond. After repeating the question to their father, he fainted. When 
he was revived, he explained he fainted because he realized in the next 
world they will ask him after his long journey in this world what did you 
bring home?  
5 Hakdama to the Haflaa on Kesubos, 13 ,פתחא זעירא. He is also the author 
of the Panim Yafos as well as Sefer Hamakneh on Kidushin. The Haflaa 
(1731-1805) was a student of the Magid of Mezerich along with his older 
brother, R’ Shmelke of Nikolsberg whom he primarily received a 
thorough Talmudic education from. He was the Rebbe of the illustrious 
Chassam Sofer. At an early age, he married the daughter of a wealthy 
man who supported him so that he could occupy himself exclusively 
with his studies.  
6 Sichas Mussar, תשלא, Maamar 29. Baba Metzia 49b, 50b. 1/6 is called 
 one shouldn’t ;ולא תונו איש את עמיתו ויראת This law is alluded to in .שתות
cheat his friend, as the end letters spell שתות (Baal Haturim, Vayikra 
25:17). 
7 Chullin 87a. Vayikra 17:13. כסוי הדם; covering the blood with earth 
applies to a non-domestic animal as well as a bird that had a valid 
Shechita. 

covered the blood to compensate the slaughterer by 
giving him 10 Zehuvim; golden Dinars, since he deprived 
him of the reward for the Mitzva. Where was this amount 
of 10 Zehuvim chosen from? Monetary payment cannot 
replace lost reward that would be paid in the next world? 

 

We create our own עולם הבא through our 
actions.8 Based on how much we value Mitzvos is how 
much it is worth. This is why the sale of the birthright 
from Esav to Yaakov was valid since to Esav the birthright 
was worth bread and lentil stew-9 that which he sold it 
for. With this we can answer why the wicked receive 
reward in this world as this is how much they value it.10  

 

As we mentioned in proportion to the worth we 
give a Mitzva is how much it is worth. So the 10 Zehvim in 
the story of the כסוי הדם was an arbitrary number that was 
picked to see how much this Mitzva was worth to the 
slaughterer. If he would protest and say why only 10 
Zehuvim, then we would see that it is worth more to him.  

 

In this way we can comprehend the Mishna הוי

 .as we create how much a Mitzva is worth זהיר במצוה קלה...
So as the Mishna continues ‘calculate the cost of a Mitzva 
against its reward’ because the value of a Mitzva is 
dependent on how we value it.  

  

Let us make an additional point. Being that the 
life of the wicked is all about materialism, when they die, 
they won’t have a desire for spirituality since they will be 
the same way as when they were in this world. However, 
one who had spiritual aspirations while in this world, to 
come close to Hashem will have the same yearning for 
spirituality after he dies. Consequently, a Tzadik receives 
his reward in a spiritual world- עולם הבא- since this is what 
he yearns for and gets pleasure from. The wicked, on the 
other hand, get rewarded in this world since this is what 
they yearn for and enjoy.11 To see where we stand in this 
area, we can test ourselves with the following question. If 
we would relate a great piece of Torah how would we 
feel? The spiritual person would enjoy it whereas the 
materialistic person can’t wait for that moment to be 
over.12

  

                                                           
8 See Nefesh Hachaim 1:12  
9 Breishis 25:34 
10 The difference between a Tzadik and Rasha in where they receive 
reward can be explained with the following. A tree that is in the sun but 
whose branches are not is still in good condition in contrast to a tree 
that is in the shade but its branches are in the sun. This is because 
although the tree and its branches both need sunlight, it is more 
essential for the tree. The same holds true here. Since a Tzadik is rooted 
in a good place even if he commits sins, he gets his punishment here 
since that is where those sins are rooted. Being that his Mitzvos are 
rooted in the next world that is where he receives his reward for it. On 
the other hand, the wicked may perform Mitzvos to look good in the 
eyes of others, because of etiquette or since it is their nature. So, since 
it is rooted in this world, this is where they receive payment for it.  
11 Michtav Mieliyahu, 1, pg 17. This is in accordance with משביע לכל חי רצוןו ; 
Hashem satisfies the desire of every living thing (Tehillim 145).   
12 The Sefer צפנת פענח writes ‘I heard that in the future there is no 
Gehinom rather the wicked will enter Gan Eden and for them it is 
considered Gehinom since they will hear people davening with Simcha, 
dancing and learning Torah diligently. This is painful for them because 
they are not accustomed to this.’ Similarly, the Sefer תוי"ו writes that the 
Gehinom for the wicked is entering Gan Eden as there is no eating, 
drinking or worldly desires there rather just Tzadikim sitting with 
crowns on their heads who were inferior in the eyes of the haughty and 
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So how much is a Mitzva worth to us? We must 
ask ourselves that if an opportunity to earn for example 
1,000$ arose, would we forsake a Mitzva in its stead.13 Do 
we interrupt others while they are learning to ask a quick 
unrelated question to Torah? Two people can perform 
the same Mitzva with the same passion and for one it is 
worth lots more since he values it more.  

 

Two years ago a non-religious boy in Yeshiva in 
Eretz Yisrael decided to return home to the States. Being 
that the cheapest ticket was departing on Shabbos, he 
reserved this ticket. When the Mashgiach heard about 
this, he encouraged the boy not to leave on Shabbos. The 
boy said he had little money and can’t afford to change 
the ticket. The Mashgiach told him that it is not a 
problem, I will pay for it. And so that is what happened- 
the Mashgiach paid the hefty price to change the ticket 
to the weekday. Now two years later, when the 
Mashgiach was collecting money in the States for his 
Yeshiva, this boy came and gave the Mashgiach money- 
reimbursing him for the changed ticket. He then said that 
ever since the Mashgiach changed his ticket, he has not 
desecrated Shabbos. Seeing how important Shabbos was 
to the Mashgiach by paying a nice sum of money for 
another not to desecrate Shabbos, this boy realized the 
value of Shabbos.    

 

A man named Yaakov was financially supporting 
an Avreich named Naftali. As Yaakov’s Parnassa 
continued to worsen, Naftali wanted to stop receiving 
support. Yaakov said he wanted to continue support 
since Chazal say his Parnassa is fixed from Rosh 
Hashana.14 Naftali responded that this applies for your 
personal expenses but not for someone else’s. They went 
to R’ Chaim Kanievsky who addressed this question. After 
lavishly praising them both, he commented that each of 
them were right with their claims. However, he continued 
if you Yaakov continue supporting Naftali, you won’t lose 
out just as the Rambam states that one will not become 
poor from giving Tzedaka nor will any bad happen 
because of it.15 So, R’ Chaim instructed that Yaakov 
should continue supporting Naftali and he will see Bracha 
in his Parnassa. Yaakov followed the advice of R’ Chaim 
and he soon saw the Bracha come to fruition as his 
Parnassa boomed. 

**************************************** 

    The oath of eternity 
The Gemara16 tells us that saying הן or לאו twice is 

considered a שבועה; oath. After the Mabul, Hashem swore 
there will never be another Mabul- מעבר מי נח נשבעתי

17 ; I 

                                                                                                  
now are at the top delighting in the pleasure of Torah and Tefila (Taamai 
Haminhagim, pg 458).  
13 Through the struggle and effort one puts into a Mitzva we can see 
how much it is worth to him. We can now understand לפום צערא אגרא; in 
proportion to the exertion is the reward (Avos 5:26. See Avos Drebi 
Nosson 3:6). An analogy given is that of one getting a cab ride from the 
airport on a snowy day as a cab ride then may be 1,000$, many times 
more than that on a regular day. This is because this is what a cab ride is 
worth then. Likewise, when a Mitzva is performed with difficulty, it is 
worth lots more.  
14 Beitza 16a 
15 Hilchos Matnas Aniyim 10:2 
16 Shavuos 36a 
17 Yeshaya 54:9 

swore that a Mabul wouldn’t come again. The Pasuk 
states יהיה עוד מבול לשחת הארץ לאיכרת כל בשר...ו לאו ; never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the Mabul and never 
again shall there be a Mabul to destroy the earth.18 It says 
the word לא twice there- as it denotes an oath.  

 

The Gra interprets אני ה' לא שניתי ואתם בני יעקב לא

שניתילא  :in the following way כליתם - the word לא is 
repeated in לא מאסתים ולא געלתים לכלתם...; I will not have 
been revolted nor will I have rejected them to destroy 
them, to annul my covenant-19 thereby making it an oath. 
That is,  כליתםואתם בני יעקב לא ; you will not be destroyed, as 
  .mentioned in our Pasuk לכלתם is the same term as כליתם
  

So, we are an eternal nation. We have been 
likened to a school bus. We have a destiny and the Jewish 
nation will arrive at the end of time. Each Jew has their 
own place and name on a seat. It has been a bumpy ride 
and many passengers exited along the way because it 
was too difficult. Some went for scenic views and didn’t 
get back on while others strapped their children very 
tight.  
************************************************ 

     The genuine Jew  
 are תורה and אמונה ,fulfilling Mitzvos ;קיום המצות 
essential in Avodas Hashem. We see those who perform 
Mitzvos and learn Torah. However, if they don’t have 
proper Emuna, they are still lacking a basic element. 
Likewise, one can have Emuna but may not be learning 
Torah or performing Mitzvos. One requires all three. 
These three are alluded to in20 חותמו של הק"בה אמת; the 
signet of Hashem is אמת, as אמת are the initials צות, ממונה, א

ורהת .  
 

As we mentioned having just two of these three 
is not sufficient. This is how we can explain  אם בחקתי תלכו

 .אמונה, מצות are the initials אם 21.ואת מצותי תשמרו ועשיתם אתם
However, that is not enough as one also must have  בחקתי

 which Rashi says refers to toiling in Torah. The next ,תלכו
word is ואת which translates as: and if he has just מונהא  
and ורהת  (initials of את), that is not enough since he also 
needs תשמרו מצותי ; Mitzva observance. מצות and תורה 
surely are not enough as is hinted to in its initials which 
spell מת.   

  
How should we conduct ourselves? With all 

three, as the Pasuk continues תם אתםיועש  as אתם forms an 
acronym for אמונה, מצות, תורה! 

                                                           
18 Breishis 9:11 
19 Pninim Mishulchan Hagra, Bechukosai, 26:44. Malachi 3:6. Vayikra 
26:44. The Gemara (Shabbos 55a) records a Machlokes whether  זכות

 ,the merit of the Avos expired, or not. Rabbanu Tam (Tosafos ;אבות תמה
s.v. ושמואל) remarks that although זכות אבות may be expired but  ברית אבות

 ’the covenant Hashem made with them has not. Explains R ;לא תמה
Yehonasan Eibshitz, this is the meaning in (Vayikra 26:44) ואף גם זאת- 
even though the merit of the Avos has expired- as תזא  forms an acronym 
for מהתבות אכות ז , still  אתם בריתילא מאסתים...להפר ; I won’t be revolted or 
reject them to destroy them to annul my Bris, since ברית אבות לא תמה 
(Midrash Yehonasan, Bechukosai, Maamar 144).  
20 Shabbos 55a 
21 26:3 


