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Rosh Hashana for Chassidus 
In the winter of (1901) תרס"ב, the Rebbe Rashab 
was in Moscow for the purpose of pidyon shvuyim. 
He succeeded in annulling a libel against some 
Yidden who had been arrested, but did not 
want to leave until they were actually freed.

On Motzoei Shabbos, which was Yud-Gimmel 
Kislev, the Frierdiker Rebbe called a meeting 
of the committee of older bochurim of Tomchei 
Temimim. He told them that it was doubtful 
whether the Rebbe Rashab would return to 
Lubavitch for Yud-Tes Kislev, but the schedule 
would nonetheless go on as planned. On the 
following leil Shabbos all the talmidim would 
have their seuda in the main zal together with 
their mashpi'im and roshei yeshivah, and there 
would be another seuda on Motzoei Shabbos. In 
addition, some privileged bochurim would join a 
special farbrengen with the Frierdiker Rebbe on 
Sunday night. Hearing that the Rebbe Rashab 
might not be in Lubavitch in time for Yud-Tes 
Kislev brought tears to the eyes of some of the 
older bochurim.

The Frierdiker Rebbe relates: A few days 
before Yud-Tes Kislev, many respected orchim, 
and the talmidim of nearby Lubavitch yeshivos, 
began to arrive in Lubavitch. There still was a 
hope that my father would return in time. On 
Thursday morning some chassidim discussed 
the possibility of either asking the Rebbe to 
come in from Moscow, or suggesting that they 
travel to join him there – though this was highly 
improbable for they lacked traveling permits. 
The hours elapsed and the cloud of sadness 
grew, especially since the Rebbe had not been 
with them in Lubavitch the previous Yud-Tes 
Kislev.

At 8:30 PM on Thursday night a letter arrived 
from my father, the Rebbe. At 9:30 I entered 
the zal and announced that we had merited 
receiving a holy letter which explained the 
meaning of the approaching Yom-Tov, and that it 
would be read out on Chag HaGeula. This piece 
of news raised the spirits of the chassidim, and 
they eagerly anticipated the hour when the 
letter would be read.

On erev Shabbos after Mincha, I directed that 
everyone should learn Chassidus. An hour-and-a-
half later we davened Kabbolas Shabbos, and then 

everyone returned to their places, ready to hear 
the letter. I stepped up to the bimah together 
with the two mashgichim and read out the letter 
word by word. It reads in part:

Yud-Tes Kislev is the Yom-Tov on which our soul's 
illumination and chayus were given to us, this 
day is Rosh Hashana for Chassidus […] It is 
the fulfillment of the true intention behind the 
creation of man on earth – to reveal the light 
of the inward part of our holy Torah. […] It is 
our duty, on this day, to awaken our hearts with 
an innermost, deepseated desire and will, in the 
very core of our heart, that HaShem illuminate 
our neshama with the light of His Inner Torah. 
[…] "From the depths I called to You, HaShem," 
to elicit the depth and pnimiyus of HaShem's 
Torah and mitzvos to illuminate the inwardness 
of our neshama, so that our entire being will 
be dedicated to HaShem alone, to banish from 
within us any of the natural traits that are evil 
and unworthy – so that everything we do, both 
in our service of HaShem and in worldly matters, 
will be carried out leshem Shamayim.

Everyone stood and listened with shining faces, 
and as I finished they broke out with a joyous 
niggun.

)לקו"ד ח"ד ע' 1518, קונ' ומעיין ע' 15, היום יום בתחילתו(

Renewing the Connection
In HaYom Yom it is written: Yud-Tes Kislev is a 
day for farbrengen and for undertaking positive 
hachlatos to fix times to study nigleh and 
Chassidus publicly, and to strengthen the ways 
of chassidim in true friendship. It is customary 
to divide up the Shas for learning, according to 
the procedure set out in Iggeres HaKodesh. 

)היום יום י"ט כסלו)

Early in תרפ"א (1920), the Frierdiker Rebbe, 
his mother Rebbetzin Shterna Sara, his three 
daughters, and many bochurim, became very 
ill. The doctors said that the Frierdiker Rebbe's 
situation was serious, but Boruch HaShem, on 
Yud-Tes Kislev, his health took a turn for the 
better. Instead of farbrenging, he wrote the 
following letter to the temimim and Anash:

On this holy day, which is the Rosh HaShana 
for Chassidus and for kabbalas ol malchus 
Shamayim, every individual should do his avoda 

conscientiously, and beg that HaShem give 
him the strength to go in the way of the Alter 
Rebbe. On this day, as the Alter Rebbe stands 
before HaShem, asking that we and our children 
be strong begashmiyus uveruchniyus, everyone 
should give tzedaka to the mosdos that follow 
the will of the Alter Rebbe. Every person, young 
and old, should undertake to learn Torah every 
day, each according to his level, and should 
accept upon himself ol malchus Shamayim for the 
entire year. Keep in mind that on this day all of 
the Rebbeim, from the Baal Shem Tov on, are 
helping us. Be very careful with this day because 
it is holy. 

The Frierdiker Rebbe concludes his letter with 
the words, "lechayim velivracha".

)אג"ק אדהריי"צ ח"א ע' קכ"ב)

Celebrating the Yom-Tov
Amongst chassidim Yud-Tes Kislev was 
celebrated as a real Yom-Tov. All would dress in 
their finest attire and would greet each other 
throughout the day with meaningful “gut yom-
tov!” 

Tremendous feasts were held in all shuls and 
homes in honor of the occasion.  As a child, 
the Rebbe collected the funds for a special 
children’s feast – this being the only time when 
he would be involved in something else other 
than Torah.

)סה"ש תש"ב עמ' 19, ימי מלך ח"א ע' 152)

The Alter Rebbe said regarding Yud-Tes Kislev, 
"Whoever rejoices in my simcha, I will take 
out from distress to relief, from gashmiyus to 
ruchniyus, and out of Gehinnom." 

The Tzemach Tzedek explained that "rejoicing 
in my simcha" means holding onto the Alter 
Rebbe's "door-handle" ("kliamkeh") – by learning 
Torah and by doing avoda.

)סה"ש תרצ"ט ע' 315)

Yud-Tes Kislev

פרשת וישלח תשע"ו 

Consider This!
 J Is Yud-Tes Kislev a day to be 
earnest or a day of celebration?
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B’simchah Either Way 
Reb Yoel Kahn relates: 

One 5715 (1955) wintery day, Harav Chodakov 
summoned me, and repeated a yechidus the Rebbe 
had shared with him during their walk home the night 
before. He suggested that I transcribe it for the Rebbe to edit. 

The previous night, someone had asked the Rebbe for the path to attain 
simchah. 

The Rebbe advised him regarding the appropriate contemplation: “Simchah 
is attained though the realization of what one has, and the more that it is 
worth, the greater the joy. 

“Creation is finite; the Creator infinite. The opportunity, through a mitzvah, 
for a finite being to connect with the Infinite, should generate infinite joy!

“Moreover, even if a person blunders, if he meditates on the fact that he 
is allowed to return as if nothing transpired, he should (together with his 
regret) feel great joy for being permitted to do so.

“Therefore,” the Rebbe concluded, “a person should always be b’simchah. 
If he does mitzvos, he should rejoice with his connection to Hashem. If chas 
v’shalom the opposite, when he catches himself, he should be elated with 
the possibility of teshuvah.”

(Likutei Sichos, Vol. 14, p. 355)
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In honor of Moshe and Shaina Kramer and the birth of their son - The Epstein family

Reb Aharon Strasheler
Reb Aharon Halevi of Strasheleh, was one of 
the greatest talmidim of the Alter Rebbe. He was 
chosen by the Alter Rebbe to be the Mitteler 
Rebbe's chavrusa, and they became extremely 
close friends. After the histalkus of the Alter 
Rebbe, some chassidim of the Alter Rebbe chose 
Reb Aharon as their Rebbe, and he wrote published 
numerous seforim of Chassidus. Reb Aharon was 
imprisoned at the same time as the Mitteler Rebbe. He passed away on 
Shemini Atzeres תקפ"ט (1828) in Strasheleh, where he is buried.

J J J

Reb Aharon's manner of avodas Hashem was a full of enthusiasm and left 
an indelible impression on all those who saw it. The chassid Reb Abba 
Chashniker related of his visit to Reb Aharon at the age of twelve: "The 
speech of Rabbi Aharon was fiery, and when he mentioned the name of the 
Alter Rebbe he would stand up and then fall silent, immersed in thought." 
Reb Abba's eyes would shine brightly as he spoke of these things. He once 
said: "At a later time, I was privileged to see the Mitteler Rebbe and to 
become a follower of the Tzemach Tzeddek, but to the end of my days I 
shall never forget what I saw and heard when I was with the chassid Reb 
Aharon whenever the words of the Alter Rebbe were on his lips."

J J J

Once a chassid inquired of Reb Peretz Chein whether he should travel to 
Lubavitch or to Strasheleh, and Reb Peretz directed him to Strasheleh. 
When Reb arrived in Lubavitch the Mitteler Rebbe expressed his displeasure 
at having sent a chossid away from Lubavitch.

Reb Peretz replied that he saw that chossid was totally emotional and 
lacked the intellectual aptitude in which the Mitteler Rebbe guided his 
chassidim. He therefore decided he would be better off by Reb Aharon who 
encouraged emotional enthusiasm.

)מעשי אבותי בס' מגדל עז אות פה(

A MoMent with the Rebbe

A WAy of Life
Diaper Change
I discovered after kiddush that my baby needs a diaper change. 
Should I change it now or wash first?

 J The Alter Rebbe writes that one should eat “immediately” after 
Kiddush,1 which poskim define as within 6-7 minutes.2 One 
who made or heard kiddush planning to wait afterwards must 
recite kiddush again. If, however, one initially planned to eat 
right away but an unexpected delay came up (e.g. baby started 
crying, lights went out3), the first kiddush is valid.4

 J One is allowed to wait for the meal’s needs. For example, one 
who has many guests may wait until they all finish washing 
before making hamotzi. (That is why on Pesach we may recite 
the haggada before starting the meal.5)

 J Although Gemara and Zohar advise using the restroom before 
a meal,6 many poskim do not consider this a direct preparation 
for the meal, and it therefore contributes to the waiting time,7 
especially if he already intended it before kiddush.8 In practice 
if one forgot to go before kiddush, he may go between kiddush 
and washing even if will exceed the time frame.9 

 J When should one recite Asher Yatzar in this case? Reciting it 
right after washing10 will separate between washing and Al 
Netilas Yadayim, and reciting after Al Netilas Yadayim will separate 
between washing and Hamotzi. Reciting it after Hamotzi is not 
ideal since the bracha was instituted to be recited immediately 
after using the restroom. Thus, one should preferably wash 
hands in a manner that is unsuitable for eating bread (e.g. 
directly from the sink or touch the pure hand with the impure 
hand11), dry hands completely, recite Asher Yatzar, and then wash 
for bread.12 One who mistakenly washed for bread first should 
recite Asher Yatzar after Al Netilas Yadayim before Hamotzi.13  

 J Changing a diaper in under six minutes is not a hefsek, but in 
many instances it requires a separate washing just like after 
the restroom.14 It is therefore preferable to change the diaper 
before kiddush or after eating a kazayis of bread. In case of need, 
the diaper may be changed between kiddush and the meal.

1. שוע"ר או"ח סי' רע"ג ס"ה. 

)כדי  סק"י  בדה"ש  פ"א  סי'  קצוה"ש   .2
אכילת פרס(. וראה סי' ל"ו בדה"ש סק"ה. 

3. ראה פסחים ק"א ע"א עובדא דר"ה.

4. שוע"ר שם.

סק"י  בדה"ש  פ"א  סי'  קצוה"ש   .5
מהמשנ"ב סי' רע"ג סק"ד.

6. ראה מג"א או"ח סי' קנ"ז סק"ג.

וסקי"ד.  סקי"ב  רע"ג  סי'  משנ"ב  ראה   .7
בשיטת  לומד  רע"ג  סי'  פתים  ובמנחת 
ששירותים  ס"ח  קע"ח  בסי'  עפ"ד  רבינו 
מים  מטיל  בין  )והו"ע מחלק  הפסק  אינה 

לנפנה(.

8. ראה תולדת שמואל מצוה ל"א סי' ג.

סקכ"ה   רע"ג  סי'  או"ח  החיים  כף  ע"פ   .9
וראה ס' נשמת שבת סי' קל"ג.

10. והרי נתחייב בה קודם, וגם תדיר קודם 
)שוע"ר סי' קס"ה ס"א(.

11. פסק"ת סי' קס"ה ס"קא קצוה"ש סי' 
ל"ג סקי"ד.

12. שוע"ר סי' קס"ה ס"א.

13. סדר נט"י לסעודה ס"ו.

ס"ב.  פ"ג  בתינוקות  הטיפול  ס'  ראה   .14
מכוסים  במקומות  בנוגע  דנו  הפוסקים 
אצל  מכוסים  להיות  )שדרכם  בתינוק 
התינוק – ראה קובץ תשובות ח"ג סי' י"ב( 
האם מחייב נט"י – הגרי"ח זוננפלד הקיל 
עד גיל שלוש והכף החיים סי' קס"ד סקי"ד 
החמיר, וכך מורים למעשה. אבל כאן גרוע 
ומקומות  המטונף  מקום  שהרי"ז  יותר 
ס"ב,  קס"ד  סי'  )שוע"ר  באדם  המכוסים 
להעיר  יש  גם  סקי"ב(.  שם  משנ"ב  וראה 
מהדיון בגדר צואת תינוק בשוע"ר סי' פ"א 

ס"ג, וראה פסק"ת סי' פ"א סק"א בזה.

Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin
Moreh Hora'ah - Beis Horaa Rechovot


