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 פרשת כי תבוא  
  Its worth the pain 

The Gemara teaches that Eretz Yisrael is acquired 
through suffering.1 If this is the case, why would anyone 
want to live in Eretz Yisrael?  

 

There is a certain amount of suffering that one 
must have. However, he gets to choose what it is. It can 
be in the spiritual or in worldly matters. This is in line with 
the concept of 2.זה לעמת זה

 

 

Torah requires effort and toil. The more one 
suffers in Torah and Avodas Hashem, the less he suffers 
in other areas.3 This is how we can explain  כל המקבל עליו על

 one who takes upon himself the yoke of Torah, the ;תורה...
yoke of government and worldly responsibilities are 
removed from him….4  

 

Another example is the Kohanim who are not 
given a portion in the land so that they can devote 
themselves to spiritual endeavors. Thus, the Torah 
provides for their livelihood by assigning them gifts from 
the people, says the Ibn Ezra (1089-1164).  5   
 

This concept also applies to Chessed. A woman 
once lent clothes to someone. Upon receiving it back in 
worse condition than when she gave it, she complained 
to her husband. His reaction was- this is what we want 
our suffering to be in. This is the meaning in חסד ירדפוני

6  as 
we should want our suffering to be in Chessed. Let the 
Chessed be that which pursues us in suffering. Since this 
suffering will come anyway, it is better if it is through 
Chessed since we get an eternal Mitzva with it.7  

 

In light of this we can answer our original 
question. The Chidushai Harim explains that the suffering 
one gets because of Eretz Yisrael8 saves one from other 
suffering. This is obviously the preferable suffering. 
Looking at it from this view point, it gives us a new 
perspective on יסורי ארץ ישראל. This is because many 
people think one must give up a lot to live in the holy land 
whereas he wouldn’t have to deal with it if he didn’t live 
there. With this explanation we now see that not only 

                                                           
1 Brachos 5a 
2 Koheles 7:14 
3 Likutai Harim, Brachos 6b, s.v. אגרא דכלה. 
4 Avos 3:6. We are taught that Talmidei Chachamim increase peace in 
the world (Brachos 64a). How are we to grasp this since the Gemara is 
filled with Machlokes? The Chassam Sofer (Drashos Chassam Sofer, 1, 
Parshas Zachor) explains that through the של תורה המלחמת , other 
Machlokes are nullified. Hence, Talmidei Chachamim increase peace in 
the world.  
5 Devarim 18:1. It is known that the Ibn Ezra lived in poverty. The Ibn Ezra 
married the daughter of R’ Yehuda Halevi.  His sons died in infancy 
except Yitzchak who went to Baghdad and converted to Islam. 
However, Yitzchak eventually came back to Judaism.  
6 Tehillim 23:6. See Ruach Chaim 4:22 that one who has 'יראת ה won’t 
have fear of other things like animals and the like. 
7 This is in addition to לפום צערא אגרא; the reward is according to the pain 
(Avos 5:26). 
8 Likutai Harim, Brachos 5a, s.v. שלש. The Lechivitzer (Toras Avos,  דרכים

 ,means to be bound יסורין translates this Chazal that (182 ,3 ,בעבודת ה/
connected, as in מתיר אסורים. This is because it is a land of  ה/ אלהארץ אשר-

בה ...יך ; it is a land that Hashem seeks out, the eyes of Hashem are 
always upon it (Devarim 11:12). 

does he not lose out on living in Eretz Yisrael, but he also 
gains.9  

 

During the gulf war, an American who was 
studying in Israel left Israel at the time for America since 
he was scared. Upon arriving on American soil, he was 
told that he was required to go to the American army. 
This landed him in the heart of the gulf war, now as a 
soldier. So, in the end he found himself in the place he 
was trying to avoid.  
******************************************************** 

   Simcha- good or bad? 
 We know that there is no Tzadik that is totally 
righteous that never sins- 10.אין צדיק אשר יעשה טוב ולא יחטא 
However, when one sins how does he feel. Is he happy 
about it or does he regret it?11 There are those that while 
they are sinning, wish they could withdraw from it.  
 

 When Moshe descended from the mountain and 
saw the Jews worshipping the Eigel he smashed the 
Luchos. Is that why he broke them? The wording of the 
Pasuk is וירא את העגל ומחלת...וישבר- he saw the calf and the 
dances…and he smashed the Luchos. Once he saw they 
were happy- symbolized from their dancing- that is when 
he broke it.12 In this light, the Kotzker translates  תחת אשר

יך בשמחה-לא עבדת את ה' אלה
13- not only did you not serve 

Hashem, but you did it with Simcha.  
 

We need to transfer this energy and do our Mitzvos 
with Simcha. It was the day after Succos, while the Chassam 
Sofer (1762-1839) was writing replies to questions from all over 
the world, that he heard a knock at the door. It was the 
wealthiest person in the community whose business collapsed 
and was now penniless. The Chassam Sofer offered words of 
encouragement until the man regained self- confidence. The 
man then said that at this time of the year he usually goes to the 
Leipzig fair, but now he didn’t have money to make the trip, let 
alone for purchases. The Chassam Sofer lent him the money he 
needed and instructed him what to do at the fair. Following his 
advice, he made a huge profit. Not too long after, he became 
even wealthier than before. Overwhelmed with gratitude for 
the loan and advice, he bought an expensive gift. When he 
presented it to the Chassam Sofer, his face lit up with joy while 
praising the beauty of the diamond. After admiring the jewel for 
a few minutes, he said he can’t accept it since it would be a 
violation of taking interest. When the businessman left, the 
Chassam Sofer explained to his students there that he felt so 
joyous upon seeing the jewel since it was the first time in his life 
that he had the opportunity to fulfill the mitzvah of not taking 
interest.14   

 

In a related story, R’ Nosson Adler was once traveling 
with the Chassam Sofer on a cold winter day in a wagon being 
pulled by two horses. Suddenly one of the horses tumbled over 
and died. Being that only one horse remained, the wagon driver 
traveled on foot to the nearest town to procure another horse, 

                                                           
9 One benefit of living in Eretz Yisrael is that it is more spiritual in 
addition to acquiring the Mitzvah of ישוב ארץ ישראל. However, this does 
not determine our being a nation as it is the Torah that determines that 
as it says in our Parsha (27:9) היום הזה נהיית לעם; today- at Matan Torah- 
you became a nation to Hashem.  
10 Koheles 7:20  
11 A wise man once remarked ‘I never saw a complete Malach created 
from a sin as there was always some regret or the like. 
12 Shemos 32:19. See Emes Liyaakov. 
13 Devarim 28:47 
 pgs 132-8 ,חוט המשולש 14



as one horse didn’t have enough strength to pull the wagon. 
The driver later came back with a donkey. Upon seeing this R’ 
Nosson Adler descended from the wagon and began to dance 
with joy. When his student asked him why he was so happy, he 
replied that since the driver brought a donkey he could now 
fulfill לא תחרש בשור ובחמור יחדיו; you shall not plow with an ox and 
a donkey together.15 Sitting in my home in Frankfurt, I would 
have never dreamed that I would be so fortunate to fulfill this!16  

 

In another incident, the students of the Magid of 
Zilichov asked their Rebbe- who always had great Simcha- 
how he could recite the Bracha כל צרכי העושה לי  everyday 
since he had tremendous afflictions and poverty. The 
Magid answered that it must be poverty is what I need. 
Therefore, I can say with Simcha that He gives me all that 
I need.17  

 

Levels of Simcha vary. R’ Yosef Hurwitz (1848-
1919), author of Madraigas Hasdam and Rosh Hayeshiva 
of Navardok, once commented that in his entire life he 
met only one person who reached perfection in 
happiness- R’ Yisrael Salanter (1810-1883).18 The Chazon 
Ish19 (1878-1953) writes one who lives with the constant 
awareness of Hashem will be happy. 
 

So much more can be accomplished when it is 
done with Simcha. It has been said that one can’t do 
everything possible with Simcha, but one can do 
everything better with it.20  

 

R’ Chaim Voloziner writes that in one hour of 
learning with Simcha one can learn lots more than many 
hours with sadness.21  Additionally, says the Steipler, the 
more Simcha one has from Torah, the more he will 
remember his learning.22 Let us all make the effort to do 
all that we do with Simcha and reap the benefits.  
******************************************************

          Give it over 
The Satan rules over that which is ראשית; 

beginning. This is just as there is a peel- which is the ראשית 
of the fruit- before the fruit. Likewise, the world was first 

                                                           
15 Devarim 22:10 
16 At their behest the driver returned to the town and brought back a 
horse instead of a donkey. 
17 This is how the Rebbe from אלעסק interpreted the Bracha: העושה לי כל- 
that which the הכל יכול (Hashem) does to me, is the way it needs to be- 
 .(ובספר המאור הגדול ,Taamai Minhagim, pg 103) צרכי
18 Tenuas Hamussar, 4, pg 349. The Baal Shem Tov translated  'שויתי ה

 ה') that whether one has a positive situation -(Tehillim 16:8) לנגדי תמיד
represents the attribute of mercy) or a difficult one (נגדי means that 
which goes against our will) in his life, he should always- תמיד - be בשמחה 
as שויתי is related to שוה; equal.  
19 Emuna Ubitachon 1. The Chazon Ish was never a Rav. held a public 
position, taught in Yeshiva or ever spoke in public. Yet, he became a 
recognized worldwide authority on all matters relating to Jewish law 
and life. He published his Sefarim anonymously as ‘Avraham Yeshaya 
the storekeeper.’ He settled in Eretz Yisrael in 1933.  
20 Chazal (Baba Metzia 59a) say שערי דמעות לא ננעלו; the gates of tears are 
not locked. It has been said that Simcha is greater in that it removes the 
gates even from its hinges. 
21 Ruach Chaim 6:5. R’ Chaim Voloziner founded the renowned Yeshiva 
of Volozin which became the prototype and the inspiration for the great 
Yeshivos of Eastern Europe.  
22 Birchas Peretz, Lech Lecha. For many, constant worry of the future 
removes their happiness. They should keep in mind “worry does not 
empty tomorrow of sorrow, it empties today of strength.” The Chofetz 
Chaim would remark that people worry that they might not have with 
what to live. They should rather worry they don’t have with what to die 
(Chayei Hamussar, 1, pg 117). 

empty followed by creation. Similarly, Kayin is born 
before Hevel, Yishmael precedes Yitzchak as does Esav to 
Yaakov.23 Following this theme, night- which is the 
domain of the 24Satan- comes before morning. This also 
explains25 כל התחלות קשות; all beginnings are hard, as this is 
where the Yetzer Hara takes hold.   

 
With this in mind, we can grasp why we bring 

Bikurim26- first fruits- to Hashem since otherwise the 
‘outside forces’ would take control of it27 as in  בכוריימי 

 -For the same reason, we sanctify the firstborn 28.ענבים
קדש לי כל בכור

29 - sanctify to Hashem the firstborn of man 
and animal- as this removes it from the domain of the 
Yetzer Hara.30

 

*********************************************************** 

         To appreciate  
The Gemara learns out that we have a נשמת יתירה; 

additional soul on Shabbos from the words שבת וינפש as it 
is expounded once Shabbos has been completed, woe to 
the soul one has lost.31 Why is receiving an additional soul 
for Shabbos learned from Motzai Shabbos? 

 

When one is on the verge of losing something 
that is when he appreciates it and realizes what he has. 
For some, it is only at the end of their life that they begin 
to appreciate the pleasures of life they overlooked and 
took for granted until this point.   

 

In this way we can grasp why it is called  מוצאי

כי מצאי מצא a find as in ,מציאה is related to מוצאי as ,שבת

 Once Shabbos is over, we realize what it is. For this 32.חיים
reason, the Gemara learns out נשמת יתירה from Motzai 
Shabbos.  

 
To receive this on a weekly email, feedback, comments or to support 
this publication please contact Yehoshua Alt at parshadt28@gmail. 
 לעילוי נשמת אברהם יצחק בן שמואל עוזיאל

                                                           
23 This theme is also seen where the destruction of the world began- 
that is with Adam- the first man. 
24 Nighttime is when it is dark symbolizing the dark times. Also לילה is 
related to יללה; wailing. This is in contrast to the morning which is 
daylight representing light and the good times.  
25 Shemos 19:5, Rashi 
26 Bikurim are given to the Kohen by the Beis Hamikdash (26:9, Rashi). 
Bikurim which is the (26:2) ראשית is given to the Kohanim who are ראשית 
in the place of ראשית- the Beis Hamikdash as it is where the world 
originates from.  
27  The 365 sinews are sustained from the 365 לא תעשה’s whereas the 248 
limbs are sustained from the 248 עשה’s (see Zohar, א"ח  170b). Being that 
there is no Beis Hamikdash today, some of the Mitzvos don’t apply. So 
how are these sinews and limbs nourished? It is from the Mitzva being 
done in another way. For example, Bikurim can be done through 
sanctifying the beginning of one’s מחשבה, דבור, מעשה; thought, speech 
and action. That is, by reciting מודה אני in the morning (see Toldos Yaakov 
Yosef, Ki Savo and Baal Shem Tov, Chukas as well as the Sefer Sichos 
Biavodas Hashem, יתגבר כארי). 
28 Bamidbar 13:20. If we take these words literally and take the 
preceding- בכורי- letters from ס) ענבם is before מ ,ע is before א ,נ is before 
ל-סמא we get ,(מ is before ל and ב , the Satan. 
29 Shemos 13:2 
30 This is one reason given why we cut off the ends of the bread as it 
nullifies their power. A hint to this is found in כל ערל לא יאכל בו- that 
which is not cut, don’t eat from it (Taamai Minhagim, pg 77). 
31 Beitza 16a. Shemos 31:17 
32 Mishlei 8:35  


