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Mistaken Identity – טעות בזיהוי 
Father was rushed unconscious to the emergency room after 
passing out for no apparent reason. Upon arrival at the emergency 
room he regained consciousness but because of overcrowding of 
patients there was no one available to treat him. 
I arrived at the hospital an hour after the ambulance in order to 
visit my father, but whoever I asked to examine him told me: 
“There are patients in more serious condition that need treatment 
and when a doctor will be available he will be treated.” 
Helplessly, I emotionally recited Tehillim. Twenty minutes later the 
full senior team of doctors and gave my father a comprehensive 
examination, and then they took him to a private room where he 
was greeted by a senior specialist who devotedly treated my 
father and he diagnosed a severe stroke and he quickly treated 
him and saved him from certain paralysis. 
I thought to myself with great amazement, ‘Who sent the 
specialist to treat my father privately?’ The doctor and my cousin 
solved the riddle after a telephone conversation that was 
confusing itself. My father’s cousin had difficulty moving his hand 
and his family took him to the hospital to diagnose the source of 
the problem which had been going on for the past several weeks, 
and so they contacted a private specialist. The doctor, on his way 
to the hospital called the receptionist and asked to arrange the 
necessary examinations ahead of everyone else. 
Since the names of the families were the same the doctors mixed 
them up and took my father from the emergency room and 
conducted the examinations and the doctor treated him as he was 
certain that he was treating his patient until the family called him 
and asked him why he was so delayed and he responded: “I am 
treating your father for more than an hour with life-saving 
treatment.” 
“What treatment? I am by my father’s side for more than an hour 
and you have not shown up!” 
It was only then that the mistaken identity was clarified after our 
father was saved and his cousin was fine and the whole family was 
jubilant because of the miracle. 
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Va’eschanan = 515 – ואתחנן = תקט"ו 
Moreinu HaRav shlita relates an incident: Several years ago 
an important man came to me and told me that one of his 
family went off the true path lo aleinu and his dear mother 
took this very hard. Therefore, she gets up very early every 
morning and travels to pray for her son at the holy sites that 
he return in repentance, however, since the family is Baruch 
Hashem quite large and they are concerned that this 
approach will affect the rest of the family, and so they asked 
me to intercede and speak to her about stopping her travels 
so early in the morning so that the family is not affected. I 
told him that I cannot stop his Jewish mother – ‘a Yiddishe 
Momma’ from praying for her son. 
Moshe Rabeinu begged HaKadosh Baruch Hu that he be 
allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel, and even if to visit for a short 
time (3:25) 'אעברה נא ואראה את הארץ הטובה' – ‘Please let 
me cross and see the good land’. He did not pray one prayer 
nor two or three prayers, rather he prayed 515 prayers! 
Moshe Rabeinu davened and we should not think that they 
were all alike, like a child repeating over and over ‘I want’, 
rather, they were 515 different arguments, requests and 
pleadings for what he wanted and why he needed to enter 
Eretz Yisroel, and still he did not give up hope, and he 
continued to ask and plead for his life, but HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu told him (3:26) 'אל תוסף דבר אלי עוד בדבר הזה' – ‘Do not 
continue to speak to Me further about this matter’ and 
Moshe Rabeinu ‘the trusted servant’ stopped praying for 
this, but still did not change his service to Hashem at all, 
rather, just the opposite, immediately after this he prepared 
to go out to war with Midian, in spite of the fact that he 
knew he was getting close to leaving the world. 
Everyone needs salvation, whether from illness, livelihood, 
or for children or for some other salvation, and when he 
needs help he prays, the problem begins when after praying 
he does not see salvation, then there are some who begin 
chas v’shalom to have complaints against HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu or they give up hope, ‘I have prayed so much and I do not 
see salvation.’ 
Then it is important that we know two things, one, no prayer 
goes for naught and even Moshe Rabeinu who prayed 
‘Please let me cross and see the good land’ was answered 
with this by meriting to see Eretz Yisroel. The second thing, 
and the most important one is that as long as HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu does not tell me to stop praying, I do not stop! 

- Sichah Va’eschanan 5770 
 



 

 

 בענין מעלת שמירת עיניים
The topic of the virtue of guarding the eyes 

 

עלה ראש הפסגה ושא עיניך ימה וצפנה ותימנה ומזרחה וראה בעיניך  
)ג:כז(כי לא תעבר את הירדן הזה:   

Ascend to the top of the cliff and raise your eyes westward, 
northward, southward, and eastward, and see with your eyes, for 
you shall not cross the Jordan. (3:27) 
It is brought in the Gemara (Berachos 32b) R’ Elazar said: Prayer is greater 
(more effective) than good deeds, for you have no one greater in good 
deeds than Moshe Rabeinu, yet nevertheless he was not answered except 
through prayer, as it is stated (Devorim 3:26):  אל תוסף דבר אלי, עלה ראש'

 .’Do not continue to speak to me, ascend to the top of the cliff‘ – הפסגה'
With a superficial reading this statement needs explanation for from this 
posuk we do not see that the prayers of Moshe were accepted, just the 
opposite, didn’t HaKadosh Baruch Hu stop him from continuing to pray, 
and as we see ultimately the years of conquering the land were taken 
away from Moshe so how can we say that his prayers were answered? 
Perhaps we can say that the intent of HaKadosh Baruch Hu stated this to 
let Moshe know that he was accepted, and He was prepared to fulfill his 
request. In order to understand the intent of these words we first have to 
understand the validity of Moshe’s request  אעברה נא ואראה את הארץ'

 Please let me cross and see the good land’ he in fact requested‘ – הטובה'
‘please let me cross’ then his wish was to actually enter the Land of Israel, 
but the literal request was just to see it as he continues to state ‘and I will 
see the land’. 
This Tzaddik knew that the very seeing of the land had the power to bring 
a person to completeness, and this was his desired purpose. Moshe 
thought that since he was not able to actually enter the land he would also 
not be able to see it from the outside either, so the posuk states ‘ascend 
to the top of the cliff’ and with this HaKadosh Baruch Hu informs him that 
although he cannot actually enter the land yet he would be able to stand 
outside it and see it. This is what HaKadosh Baruch Hu told him ‘Raise your 
eyes westward, northward, southward, and eastward, and see with your 
eyes’ and once He said ‘raise your eyes’ don’t I know that he could see the 
land from there then why does the posuk have to inform us ‘and see with 
your eyes’? Rather, the intent of HaKadosh Baruch Hu was to inform 
Moshe that there is no command here to gaze, rather, that which you 
requested ‘and I will see the land’ and with the power of this sighting you 
wished to attain completeness, this was acceptable to me and so ‘and see 
with your eyes’ in order to merit this matter. We have that this posuk 
comes to inform Moshe that his request was accepted and then we can 
understand the intent of the Gemara well. 
From here you learn the great power of vision, for the entire desire of 
Moshe to enter the land was just to see it, for the very sight of something 
lets a person understand the essence of the matter, and if he thinks about 
something holy then he extends this holiness to himself and this was the 
entire mindset of Moshe, to see the land and extend its holiness to 
himself. 
However, in contrast to this we are able to learn the extent of the 
influence of seeing something prohibited, for just as there is a power of 
seeing something holy, so too the opposite chas v’chalialh, and if a person 
is not careful in regard to seeing something prohibited then he chas 
v’chalilah extends the contamination to himself from the evil powers, and 
the result is a descending to the lower depths rachmana litzlan. From here 
it is incumbent on a person to be doubly careful and to protect himself 
with multiple safeguards so as not to come to a prohibited sighting for this 
is what will bring him to descend and to downfalls rachmana litzlan.      

 
 

The main thing is that a person has to protect his eyes from seeing 
contaminated things, even if these things are not considered damaging, 
nevertheless they cause the construction of a screen that separates a 
person from the enjoyment of holiness, as brought in the holy seforim, 
that everyone is assigned by Heaven as to how much enjoyment a 
person is allotted, and whoever protects his eyes from enjoying 
something prohibited, is able to extend the enjoyment that he receives 
from holy matters. However, if a person is not careful with this, and as 
the Inclination chases after him and wants him to enjoy the things that 
it tempts him with chas v’chalilah, he then loses his merit to enjoy holy 
things. As is brought in the holy seforim on the posuk (6:8)  והיו לטוטפות

 and let them be an adornment between your eyes’ that the – בין עיניך
Tefillin teach that holiness depends on guarding one’s sight, and one 
who does not guard his eyes, he harms his sanctity and he does not 
merit the enjoyment of holiness. 
And so we see that all the virtues that a person can attain is in the merit 
of being careful in regard to sanctity and as Chaza”l have stated that it 
was because of this that Rebbe Yehuda HaNasi merited to be called 
‘Rabeinu HaKadosh’, this is the Tanna who redacted the Mishna and in 
his merit the Torah was not forgotten from Israel and his merit is very 
great, even so, he did not merit this appellation only through the fact 
that he did not gaze in prohibited places and he did not lower his hand 
below his navel. 
Since the entire essence of a person is dependent on this matter, 
therefore, the Chachamim of Israel call this ‘einei ha’eidah’ – ‘the eyes 
of the community’. Similarly, we see that when we want to refer to 
someone and say that he is wise and understanding (chacham umeivin) 
we say that he has ‘clear vision’ for then everything is dependent on 
sight, and it is not possible to attain wisdom in any other way. 
And so they saw by the great ones of Israel (Gedolei Yisroel) and the 
righteous of the generations and Chassidim and men of deeds who were 
very fearful that perhaps they would stumble in matters of sanctity and 
it is clear how they were able to attain greatness. 
I heard in regard to HaGaon Rebbe Aharon Kotler zt”l, that after he 
merited to be saved from the claws of the Nazis yemach shemam, he 
stayed in a certain place where there was a doubt that he might see 
something prohibited, and he noticed someone  whispering a prayer to 
his Creator, and he bent his ear to hear what he was beseeching of his 
Creator, and he was able to hear how he was asking Hashem Yisbarach 
that he be saved and not stumble by seeing something prohibited, and 
among other things he said: ‘Master of the World, was it for this reason 
that You saved me from the valley of death, so that I should go against 
your will and I should stumble by seeing something prohibited? It would 
have been better had I been killed, as long as I not stumble by seeing 
something prohibited…’ 
HaRav HaTzaddik R’ Eliyahu Roth lives in Yerushalayim, a trusted man 
and an attendant of HaRav HaKadosh R’ Shlomo of Zevill, in his old age 
he lost his sight until he was not able to see where he was walking and 
he had to be led, and he used to say, ‘Master of the World, behold, I 
thank you that now I do not have the power of sight, for now I do not 
stumble by seeing something prohibited.’ 
Hashem Yisbarach should help that we too should merit to be careful 
with the sanctity of the eyes, and through this we should merit levels of 
sanctity and its elevations.   
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