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כי ידבר אלכם פרעה לאמר תנו לכם מופת, ואמרת אל אהרן קח “ 7:8

 ”את מטך והשלך לפני פרעה יהי לתנין

“When Paroah speaks to you, saying, ‘Provide a 

wonder for yourselves,’ you shall say to Aharon, ‘Take your staff and 

cast it down before Paroah – it will become a snake.”  Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu commanded Moshe and Aharon to go to Paroah and tell 

him to free Klal Yisroel.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe and 

Aharon to take a staff and turn it into a snake.  It would seem that 

this was to be done to show Paroah that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is the 

One sending them.  Mitzrayim was the magic center of the world.  

They had magic makers, necromancers, astrologers…..  As we see 

clearly a few Pesukim later, the Mitzriyim were easily able to 

replicate what Aharon had done – to turn a staff into a snake.  

Aharon’s staff (snake) later consumed all of the staffs (snakes) of the 

Mitzriyim, which showed Aharon’s superiority.  Why did Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu have this seemingly easy feat of turning a staff into a 

snake be the one proof that Hakodosh Boruch Hu sent Aharon?  Why 

not perform a miracle that could not be replicated – perhaps like the 

third Makah, the Makah of Kinim?  The following Divrei Torah will 

expound on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in the 

closing paragraph. 

 Why did Hakodosh Boruch – ”תנו לכם מופת“ 7:8 – נועם אלימלך 

Hu say “לכם”  - when Paroah will request a miracle he will say, 

“Provide a miracle for yourselves.”  It should say, “לי” – Paroah will 

say that Moshe and Aharon should perform a miracle for “me” 

(Paroah)?  When Hakodosh Boruch Hu performs miracles for an 

individual, he is amazed by the first miracle, and is amazed at each 

consecutive miracle thereafter.  One who performs magic is only 

amazed the first time.  However, from the second time and on, he is 

no longer amazed for he himself can do it.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told 

Moshe and Aharon that they were to perform a miracle that would 

be a wonder for them this time and always.  “לכם” – it was for the 

ones who seemed to be performing the miracle – yet they 

understood that it was Hakodosh Boruch Hu doing it and were 

amazed at the miracle.   

 One who is a Kofer in – ”תנו לכם מופת“ 7:8 - יצב אברהם 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu (does not believe in Hashem), believes all are 

like him, and that no one truly believes in Hashem.  Paroah told 

Moshe and Aharon,”’You’ should do, and perform a miracle, for you 

as well do not truly believe in Hakodosh Boruch Hu.”   

י שטייף"מהר   – 7:12 “ תםויבלע מטה אהרן את מט ” – “And the staff 

of Aharon swallowed their staffs.”  “מטתם” – is written חסר – it is 

missing the  The reason for this is because the staffs of the  .(מטותם) 'ו

Mitzriyim were inferior to that of Aharon.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave 

Aharon’s staff to rule over the staffs of the Mitzriyim.   

 This – ”קח את מטך והשלך לפני פרעה יהי לתנין“ 7:8 – חתם סופר 

miracle demonstrated to Paroah that while he considered himself a 

mighty “snake” who controlled the Nile, in reality he was no more 

than a “staff”, an instrument of Hashem to inflict temporary 

suffering upon Klal Yisroel.   

 The – ”והשלך לפני פרעה יהי לתנין“ 7:8 – מושב זקינים מבעלי תוספות 

Posuk does not say “ויהי” – “And it will become”, instead Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu told Moshe that after he throws down his staff, he should 

say, “Let it become a snake”.  This was to be done so that Paroah 

would realize that it was Moshe’s words that caused it to turn into a 

snake. 

 Why did – ”והשלך לפני פרעה יהי לתנין“ 7:8 - בעל הטורים 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu choose to have the staff turn into a snake?  

Paroah described himself as “the great serpent that crouches within 

its rivers” (Yechezkel 29:3”).  Moshe was hinting to Paroah that just 

as this was a serpent and then reverted to dry wood, so too, Paroah 

would ultimately revert to dust, maggots, and worms.   

“ 7:12 – ספורנו  ויבלע מטה אהרן את , וישליכו איש מטהו ויהיו לתנינים

 Each man cast down his staff and they became snakes; and“ – ”מטתם

the staff of Aharon swallowed their staffs.”  They had the 

appearance of serpents, but without the movement.  Aharon’s staff 

swallowed up their staffs to demonstrate that only the Ribbono Shel 

Olam can grant living spirit.  The sorcerers were only able to create a 

façade, but not to imbue it with life and create movement,   

ז"גרי   - 7:12 “ ה אהרן את ויבלע מט, וישליכו איש מטהו ויהיו לתנינים

 The Ribbono Shel Olam caused a miracle to occur where – ”מטתם

Aharon’s staff swallowed the other staffs to prove that his was a 

true miracle while the others were just performing magic.  If the 

miracle was just to prove that the Mitzriyim turned the staffs into 

serpents through magic, there should have been a much easier way 

to prove that.  Sanhedrin 67b – The effects of sorcery can be undone 

by pouring water over the affected objects.  Therefore, why didn’t 

Aharon just pour water on all of the serpents; the serpents of the 

Mitzriyim would all turn back to staffs, while Aharon’s would have 

remained a serpent?  Had Aharon done this, it would have indeed 

proved that the Mitzriyim performed magic, but it would not have 

proved that he didn’t.  The Mitzriyim could have said that in truth 

Moshe and Aharon brought in with them a serpent that they had 

turned into a staff through magic.  They then undid the magic which 

caused it to revert to its original form – that of a serpent.  If they 

were then to pour water on it, it would remain a serpent, for that is 

what it truly was.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a miracle happen so 

that it would be undisputed that it was a miracle and not magic.   

ן"רמב   – ”ראה כל המפתים אשר שמתי בידך ועשיתם לפני פרעה“ 4:21 – 

“See all the wonders that I have put in your hand and perform them 

before Paroah.”  Hakodosh Boruch Hu had Aharon’s staff swallow 

the Mitzriyim’s staffs to indicate to Paroah that Aharon would 

defeat the Mitzriyim, and they would perish through him.   

 Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu – ”תנו לכם מופת“ 7:8 - אהבת דוד 

say, “לכם”  - that when Paroah will request a miracle he will say, 

provide a miracle for “yourselves.”  It should say, “לי” – Paroah will 

say that Moshe and Aharon should perform a miracle for “me” 

(Paroah)?  The miracle was really for Moshe and Aharon.  It was to 

strengthen their Emunah in Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He is the One 

who runs the entire world, and can make anything happen.  

רפאל הירש שמשון' ר   – 7:9 “ ואמרת אל אהרן קח את מטך , תנו לכם מופת

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu said that Paroah will – ”והשלך לפני פרעה יהי לתנין

say with arrogance that he has no need or desire for any miracles, 

and that he is not willing to be convinced.  However, if you do wish 

to meet with him, you must validate yourselves by producing some 

sign to show that you are legitimate.  תנין is not a serpent but a huge 

animal that lives in water, an aquatic monster.  Paroah himself is 

called, “ הגדול הרבץ בתוך יאריו ןהתני ” (Yechezkel 29:3) – “the great beast 

that exists by the grace of the river gods.”  The sign described in our 

Posuk is meant to tell Paroah: “You and your gods are merely the 

staff in My (Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s) hand.”  We therefore assume 

that תנין denotes a crocodile.  
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 Paroah too“ – ”ויקרא גם פרעה לחכמים ולמכשפים“ 9:6 – שמות רבה 

summoned his wise men and sorcerers.”  At that time, Paroah began 

making fun of Moshe and Aharon, and cackling at them in a derisive 

manner like a hen.  Paroah said to them, “Such are the signs of your 

G-d?  It is the universal custom that people transport their wares to 

a place where the inhabitants need them.  Do they bring fish oil to 

Spain, or fish to Acco?  Don’t you know that all forms of sorcery are 

in my domain?” At that point Paroah had children brought from 

their school and had them replicate the magic that had been 

performed.  Then Paroah even had his wife do so as well.  7:11 “ ויקרא

“  .refers to Paroah’s wife ”גם“ – ”גם פרעה גם הם חרטמי מצרים ויעשו  ”גם“ – ”

refers to children of four and five years of age.  They performed the 

same feat as Aharon, of turning a staff into a serpent.   

ל"רד   – Shemos Rabbah 9:8 9:6 “ כמים ויקרא גם פרעה לח

 Spain and Acco are near the sea.  These places are well – ”ולמכשפים

supplied with fish and fish oil, and no merchant would bring these 

commodities to sell there.  Paroah was telling Moshe and Aharon 

that they were being silly for performing their miracles in the land of 

Mitzrayim.  Mitzrayim was the world capital for sorcery, and they 

would not be impressed by what they would see.  It would have no 

meaning to them.    

“ 7:9 - באר יוסף  ואמרת אל אהרן קח את מטך והשלך לפני , תנו לכם מופת

 Why did Hakodosh Boruch Hu command that the – ”פרעה יהי לתנין

miracle of the staff turning into a serpent be performed for Paroah, 

something that the Mitzriyim were able to perform as well?  The 

Medrash tells us that sorcery was so commonplace in Mitzrayim, 

that even the four and five year olds were able to change a staff into 

a serpent.  Rambam Hilchos Teshuva 6:5 – Before the Mitzriyim 

enslaved Klal Yisroel, it was decreed that Klal Yisroel would be 

enslaved.  If so, why were the Mitzriyim punished for enslaving Klal 

Yisroel, that which was supposed to happen to Klal Yisroel?  The 

Ra’aved answers that while it is true that it was decreed that Klal 

Yisroel was to be enslaved, but the Mitzriyim went way beyond that.  

They gave Klal Yisroel work which killed them, and decreed to have 

them drowned in the river.  The Mitzriyim were seeking to obliterate 

Klal Yisroel.  This was not the decree against Klal Yisroel.  Therefore, 

the Mitzriyim were punished.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu was sending the 

Mitzriyim a message as to why they were going to be punished.  

They were supposed to be a staff – just following the will of Hashem 

of Klal Yisroel being enslaved.  Instead they were a serpent, they did 

not fulfill the will of Hashem, rather they were sadistic and 

embittered Klal Yisroel’s lives.  This was the reason they were going 

to be punished.   

י"רש   After Aharon’s staff reverted – ”ויבלע מטה אהרן“ 7:12 – 

back into a staff (it had been turned into a serpent), his staff 

swallowed all of the Mitzriyim’s.   

 The general way in which – ”ויבלע מטה אהרן“ 7:12 – העמק דבר 

sorcery works is that after the sorcery is complete, everything 

reverts back to its original state. What happened with Aharon’s staff 

was not sorcery.  Even after his staff reverted back from a serpent to 

a staff, the serpents / staffs of the Mitzriyim remained inside 

Aharon’s staff.   

 Hakodosh Boruch Hu had – ”ויבלע מטה אהרן“ 7:12 - הדר זקנים 

Aharon’s serpent revert back into a stick before swallowing the 

Mitzriyim’s so that it would be a clear miracle.  A serpent may 

swallow things, but staffs do not.   

“ 7:12 - מלבים  ויבלע מטה אהרן את , וישליכו איש מטהו ויהיו לתנינים

  ,The Mitzriyim each threw their staffs – ”וישליכו איש מטהו“ – ”מטתם

 as soon as they did, the Mitzriyim themselves turned – ”ויהיו לתנינים“

into serpents.  The Mitzriyim donned serpent skins, and made it 

appear as if the staffs turned into serpents.  The Medrash says that 

Paroah feared that just as the staff of Aharon swallowed up the 

staffs of the Mitzriyim, so too, he and his kingdom could be 

swallowed up.  The reason that Paroah was afraid was because it 

was the actual Mitzriyim who were swallowed alive.  The Mitzriyim 

and the staffs hidden inside the serpent skins were all swallowed by 

the staff of Aharon.  Despite this, Paroah hardened his heart and did 

not allow Klal Yisroel to leave Mitzrayim.   

 A great miracle – ”ויבלע מטה אהרן את מטתם“ 9:7 – שמות רבה 

was done with Aharon’s staff.   The staff swallowed all of the staffs 

that the sorcerers of Mitzrayim threw down which were sufficiently 

numerous to make ten Omer’s.  When Aharon’s staff swallowed all 

of the Mitzriyims’ staffs, it should have caused Aharon’s staff to 

expand, yet Aharon’s staff was no thicker than it was originally.  

Everyone who sees Aharon’s staff will say, “This is Aharon’s staff.”   

 – ”ויבלע מטה אהרן את מטתם“ Shemos Rabbah 9:7 – אמרי יושר 

Aharon’s staff was the same thickness as before it swallowed the 

Mitzriyims’ staffs.  The Medrash is telling us that people who saw 

Aharon’s staff after the miracle would still recognize it from before 

as Aharon’s staff because it did not change.   

“ 7:12 - תכלת מרדכי  ויבלע מטה אהרן , וישליכו איש מטהו ויהיו לתנינים

 The Medrash says that even after the miracle of Aharon’s – ”את מטתם

staff swallowing all of the Mitzriyims’, it did not expand.   This 

miracle represented the great Midah of Aharon Hakohen.  

Seemingly, Aharon had performed an astonishing miracle.  Although 

Aharon knew it was from the Ribbono Shel Olam, perhaps he may 

have become arrogant.  A miracle occurred and the thickness of his 

staff remained the same.  This is to make known that Aharon did not 

become arrogant after this occurred.  He remained the same 

humble Tzaddik as he was before the miracle occurred.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

chose for Aharon to change a staff into a serpent to demonstrate to 

the Mitzriyim.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu knew that the Mitzriyim, 

including the four and five years old, could replicate changing a staff 

into a serpent.  Whether it was the Mitzriyim themselves hidden in 

serpent skins, or through sleight of hand, it appeared that they did 

what Aharon had done.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu was sending a 

message to Paroah that he was nothing more than a staff.  Paroah 

could have enslaved Klal Yisroel properly, but did not.  He was going 

to be punished for his actions.  Greater than Aharon’s staff 

swallowing up that of the Mitzriyims’, was that Aharon’s staff 

remained the same.  It was a powerful message to Paroah, all of 

Mitzrayim, as well as to Aharon and Moshe.  The Ribbono Shel Olam 

is Omnipotent.  The thickness of the staff remaining the same was a 

message that it was effortless for the Ribbono Shel Olam.  The staffs 

of the Mitzriyim were gone, with no remnant of them.  There is 

nothing that man can do to cause Hakodosh Boruch Hu to do that 

which He does not want.  Additionally, we can learn from the staff 

remains the same thickness that we must always know that we will 

not become one with the other nations of the world.  We are the 

chosen nation, and must remain exclusive.  We must always 

remember that we are all to be a “staff”.  May we be Zoche to be a 

true “staff” of Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and always follow His will.   


