
 

 

לתת לה את אר�  בריתי את וג הקימותי את. 'י וגו'ל שד'בא' וארא אל אברה וגו. 'ויאמר אליו אני ה
  )'ה- 'ב' ו( 'וג אני שמעתי את נאקת בני ישראל וגו. כנע�

And He said to him (Moshe), “I am Hashem”. And I appeared to Avraham etc, with name ל 'א
י'שד  etc. Moreover, I established My covenant with them to give the land of Canaan etc. 

Additionally, I heard the cries of the Jewish people (6:2-5). 
The Zera Shimshon quotes the Zera Berach who points out that there are four separate 

reasons enumerated in these pessukim as to why Hashem is going redeem the Jews from Egypt.  

1) Hashem’s saying of, “I am Hashem”. Rashi explains that Hashem meant that He can be 

trusted to pay back those who so merit. Being that Avraham, Yitzchok and Yaakov Avinu were 

righteous, they deserve that their desendants should not be enslaved to the Egyptians forever.  

2) Hashem promised with the name י'ל שד'א  that he would redeem the Jews (see Rashi 6:3). 

3) On top of this, Hashem made a special covenant with Avraham Yitzchok and Yaakov 

that he would eventually give their desendants the Land of Eretz Yisroel. 

4) Lastly, the Jews themselves, were worthy of being redeemed as the passuk says, “I 

heard the cries of the Jewish people”.  

The Zera Shimshon explains why all four reasons are necessary for the Jews to be 

redeemed since at a first glance, each one by itself should have sufficed. 

Were it only for the first reason - the merit of Avraham Yitzchok and Yaakov, the Jews 

would not have been worthy of redemption since they did not act in the ways of the Avos. They 

served Avoda Zara, they violated the mitzva of Mila etc. and therefore, they weren’t worthy of 

being called the children of Avraham Yitzchok and Yaakov.  

To this Hashem added that he had said by His name of י'ל שד'א  he would redeem them. 

With this, Hashem was implying that in the merit of the Torah that the Jewish people would 

eventually accept and keep, they are worthy now of being redeemed. This is because the Torah is 

what keeps the world running and the name of י'ל שד'א  is the name Hashem set limits to the world 

with when He created it. 

Still, the argument still exists that right now, the Jewish people were not worthy of being 

redeemed. Thus, even though they would eventually have the merit of the Torah, this was not a 

reason for them to be taken out Egypt early. They should have stayed in Egypt until the four 

hundred years were up. This why the reason that Hashem made a covenant is needed.  

The halacha is (CH. M. §73:7) that if someone swears he will pay his friend by a certain 

day and that day turns out to be Shabbos, he must pay him before Shabbos. Similarly, (Y. D. 

§232:12) if a person promises to do something by a fixed time, he should do it as soon as he can 

lest he forgets about his promise and the time frame passes without him fulfilling his promise. 

Thus, in the case of the Jewish people in Egypt, had Hashem let them stay in Egypt until 

the end of the four hundred years, Hashem would not have been able to keep His promise since 

the Jews would have sunken too deep into the impurities of Egypt. Therefore, Hashem had to take 

the Jewish people out early in order to be able to fulfill His promise. 

The last reason, that the Jews had their own merits, is also needed since the Jewish people 

witnessed the punishment and downfall of the Egyptians. In reality, the Jewish people shouldn’t 

have merited seeing this, since when one is saved based on other’s merits, he isn’t worthy of 

witnessing his enemies downfall. For this, the fourth reason was given – that the Jews had their 

own merits as well.  

The Zera Shimshon clarifies that although the Jews were indeed on the 49th level of 

impurity and they served Avoda Zara, the passuk refers to them as ‘naked and bare’ (Yechezkel 

16:7). This description clearly depicts the Jewish peoples’ situation in Egypt. The same way any 

normal person who is naked, wishes to be given clothes to wear, so too, the Jewish people desired 

to serve Hashem. It was only because of the impurity of Egypt that they fell so low. As well, the 

Yalkut (Beshalach §240) says that the Jews were redeemed in the merit of their Emuna. Thus, 

indeed the Jews did possess merits, their desire to serve Hashem and their Emuna in Him. 
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Va’eira 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

ImImImImportant:portant:portant:portant:    Although the power 
of Tzaddikim and Torah can indeed 
change nature and many people 
have merited yeshu’os by learning 
the works of the Zera Shimshon, 
one must be aware that not every 
time can a Segula change the course 
of one’s fate. One must realize that 
ultimately, whatever Hashem 
decides is the very best for you !! 
 

Please say this Dvar Torah בתו" שאר חולי ישראל , לרפואה שלימת רוני דינה בת סימי  


