
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

)ז:ט( שנים שנים באו אל נח אל התיבה  
Two by two they came to Noach into the ark (7:9) 

Chazal tell us that Noach only allowed pairs to enter the ark. It is written in 
the Sefer “Tashbeitz Katan” (Siman 447) that when Noach and his family were in the 
ark, there were demons and spirits with them and they attacked the people until 
most of them became ill. Also, the foul odor in the ark made them ill. An angel came 
and took one of Noach’s sons and brought him to Gan Eden and taught him all the 
cures and remedies in the world and he wrote them down in a book. This is the 
“Sefer Refuos” [Book of Cures] that was handed down to King Chizkiyah and he hid it 
away. The Gemara tells us that HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted Noach to allow only 
pairs to enter the ark, and since demons propagate as people they too entered as 
pairs. (Ha’aras Hamelakeit as quoted by Lehisadein B’Ahavascha) 
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וןשח 'א  
1 Cheshvon 

Noach is introduced as being a Tzaddik, but the Torah refers to him as an Ish 

Tzaddik (6:9). The word Ish, man, is superfluous, as the Torah could have just stated 

that Noach was a Tzaddik. Rav Shimon Sofer answers that the title Ish implies that he 

interacted with others and he was still able to be pure and a Tzaddik. Therefore, the 

Torah is teaching us that despite his constant interaction with people, Noach was able 

to become a Tzaddik. We need not avoid others or cut ourselves off from society in 

order that we become great; we have to learn how to attain greatness even through our 

interactions with others.  

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Gamliel Rabbinowitz said regarding his Rebbe, Rav Binyamin Rabbinovitz, zt”l, that 

someone once observed him learning and noted he was able to sit and learn for seven 

hours straight without lifting his eyes from the Gemara even once. This person was very 

amazed by this, so he built up the courage and asked the Rav where he got his strength 

from to be able to learn Gemara for so many long hours. Rav Binyamin answered him, “I 

also did not think that I would be able to do this, but I said to myself, that I will try to 

learn as much as I can, and see how long I can go for. I thought, ‘Isn’t learning for just 

five minutes straight a difficult thing to do?’ So I began to accustom myself to learn 

Gemara for just five minutes straight, without interruption. After I became used to this, I 

decided to push myself and learn an additional five minutes. Over time, in stages and with 

small steps, I was able to keep adding to the time I learned until I was eventually able to 

learn for seven hours without interruption!” 

 

 B’Kitzur… 
It is proper for an average healthy person to eat less at the night time meal, so 

that it is lighter than the day time meal, and there are four benefits from this: 1) it 

protects one’s health, 2) one will be protected from bad thoughts, 3) one’s dreams 

will be pleasant, as too much eating and drinking often causes disturbing dreams, and 

4) so that one’s sleep will not be too heavy so that he can wake up at the proper 

time. For a healthy person, six hours of sleep are sufficient. One should be careful not 

to sleep in a place that is too hot or too cold. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 71:2) 

 

 The Siddur Speaks 
In Ashrei we say, “Tov Hashem La’kol, V’Rachamav 

al Kol Maasav”, that Hashem is good to all, and His 

compassion is on all of His works. The Chovos HaLevavos 

explains that due to Hashem’s great benevolence, He has 

given every parent a sense of compassion for their child, to 

the point that parents care more about their children than 

they do about themselves. Furthermore, this Middah of 

mercy extends to all other people as well. One has 

compassion for another only because Hashem has given 

this wonderful Middah to us. With this in mind, the Be’er 

Shmuel explains the meaning of the Pasuk. “Hashem is 

good to all”, meaning that Hashem Himself, in His great 

compassion, performs acts of goodness for all mankind. 

Unfortunately, most people do not recognize these great 

acts of lovingkindness and do not understand the benefits 

of Hashem’s ways and actions. When the Pasuk says “His 

compassion is on all of His works”, it means that Hashem 

has placed some of His compassion within all of His 

creations, so that they will also have this sense of 

compassion toward others. We can see that most creatures 

have a sense of mercy on their young, and this feeling is 

granted to them by Hashem. The Chovos HaLevavos adds 

that “Hashem is good to all”— even when one experiences 

what seems to him to be a low point in his life, he should 

be aware that this too is part of Hashem’s good. ‘All’ that 

comes from Hashem is good. We do not always realize 

what is good, but we must always acknowledge it! 
 



  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
25. Love Hashem with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your possessions. 

Whenever you say these words in Shema, be determined to sacrifice yourself and your 

possessions for the holiness of Hashem. In this way you will fulfill the words in Tehilim 

(44:23), “For Your sake, Hashem, we are killed all day long”. 
 

Rav Moshe Shternbuch writes that these words of the Rosh are astounding, because 

through one’s thoughts alone during Krias Shema, it is considered as if one gave up his life 

and fulfilled the words of this Pasuk! The Steipler Gaon, zt”l, taught that the Mitzvah to 

love and fear Hashem with all one’s being and possessions, takes sincerity, and we need to 

apply ourselves to them as well as any other Mitzvah. The Steipler adds that these Mitzvos 

stand out in that they must be fulfilled Lishmah, performing the Mitzvah entirely for the 

sake of the Mitzvah, without any ulterior motive. By other Mitzvos, one can perform the 

Mitzvah, but others will never know his real motivation or intentions. Loving and fearing 

Hashem can only be done Lishmah, because if one is not sincere, he is not acting with true 

love for Hashem. 

The Tchernobler Rebbe, Rav Nachum, zt”l, once came to a small town that had only a 

small amount of Jewish people that lived there. When he asked someone where the city’s 

Mikvah was so he could use it in the morning, he was disappointed to learn that the city did 

not have a Mikvah. He was told that it would be too costly to build and run a Mikvah, and 

the Jewish community was not financially able to undertake such a project. Determined to 

help the situation, the Tchernobler Rebbe asked the community’s leaders, “Is there a 

wealthy man in this community who would fund this project and maintain the Mikvah in 

exchange for my portion in Olam Haba, the World To Come?” When word got out that the 

Tchernobler Rebbe was selling his share in Olam Haba for a Mikvah, a wealthy man 

immediately stepped forward, with sufficient funds for the building and maintenance of a 

brand new Mikvah for the town. The deal was made, and the Rebbe sold his portion in Olam 

Haba. The Rebbe was ecstatic. He said, “Now I can truly say that I serve Hashem my 

Master completely out of love, and not for a reward!” When he was later asked how he 

could give up his eternal life in exchange for a Mikvah, Rav Nachum responded, “We say in 

Shema that we should love Hashem with all of our possessions. How could someone like 

me who has no money or possessions, and I also have no interest in obtaining material 

possessions, how could I ever fulfill this Mitzvah? I have no possessions! How could I lie 

twice a day when I say Shema?! All I have is my Olam Haba. This is my most prized 

possession, and I feel honored to give it up for Hashem!” 
 

 L’Maaseh      
There was once a Jew in Vilna who took a great 

interest in local history, and he would often go to the 

old cemetery to gather information about Vilna. One 

day, he came across two adjacent graves. According 

to the inscriptions, two brothers were buried there. 

They were both Talmidei Chachamim and 

extraordinary Ba’alei Tzedakah. Strangely, the two 

tombstones shared a Pasuk from Eishes Chayil 

(Mishlei 31:20). The Pasuk began on one tombstone 

with “Kapah Parsah L’Ani, She extended her palm 

(Kapah) to the poor”, and was completed on the 

other stone with “V’Yadeha Shilchah L’Evyon, And 

she stretched out her hand (Yadeha) to the pauper.” 

The man was puzzled. Firstly, he had never seen one 

Pasuk shared by two tombstones, and secondly, the 

Pasuk was from Eishes Chayil, which was almost 

always used for women. He wanted to uncover the 

story behind this, so he went to one of the oldest men 

in town and asked him about the inscriptions. The 

old man indeed knew the story. These two brothers 

were Torah scholars, and they were also very 

wealthy and extremely generous in giving Tzedakah. 

However, their fortunes took a turn for the worse. 

They started losing their wealth, but it did not stop 

them from giving generously to others. The Bais Din 

tried to investigate what these two Tzadikim had 

possibly done that would cause them this loss, and 

after hours of interrogation, they only discovered one 

instance of wrongdoing. The Gemara says (Kesubos 

50a) that a person should not give away more than a 

fifth of his wealth to Tzedakah, but these brothers far 

exceeded this limit. Their only crime was that they 

gave too much Tzedakah! The Bais Din decided that 

the brothers could not be trusted to manage their 

money within Halachah, and they decided to take 

control of the finances. They decreed that anyone 

approaching the brothers for Tzedakah would have to 

come to the Bais Din’s administrator for a donation. 

The poor people would still come to the brothers who 

properly directed them to the administrator, but the 

poor people said that they weren’t receiving enough 

to meet their needs, saying that he was not nearly as 

generous as they were. The brothers’ felt terrible and 

decided to give away their belongings to the poor, so 

they could sell them and use the money. Eventually, 

this was also depleted. One day, a man came to them 

begging for help, but there was absolutely nothing 

for them to give. They searched the house, and they 

found in the back of a drawer, one silver spoon. They 

broke it in half. One brother took the spoon part and 

gave it to the man, and the other brother took the 

handle and gave it to him, and this wonderful act of 

Tzedakah was memorialized on their tombstones. 

The beginning of the Pasuk, “She extended her palm 

(Kapah) to the poor”, ‘Kapah’ also means ‘spoon’— 

appeared on the first tombstone, and the rest of the 

Pasuk, “And she stretched out her hand (Yadeha) to 

the pauper”, ‘Yadeha’ also meaning ‘handle’— 

appeared on the other stone! 
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 בס"ד

 Working on our Middos 
In Parashas Bereishis we learned how Hashem cursed the snake for his Aveirah by 

providing him with the dust of the earth as food to eat for all of his days. The Sfas Emes 

asks, is this really a curse? The snake was just guaranteed easy sustenance for all of his life! 

The snake doesn’t have to hunt or toil for his food, as there is an abundance of dust 

wherever he goes! The Sfas Emes answers that since Hashem loves us, He greatly desires to 

have a relationship with us. Hashem wants to hear us call out to Him and to constantly talk 

to Him. Hashem wants us to request our needs from Him, and then Hashem will provide us 

with what we need. The reason Hashem withholds things from us, is so that we will reach 

out to Him, and that makes the relationship between us and Hashem stronger. It is this 

connection and this relationship that Hashem desires, and the Sfas Emes says that there is no 

greater show of love and no greater Brachah than to be given the opportunity to connect 

with Hashem our Creator! On the other hand, the snake was cursed with an unlimited supply 

of food to eat. This is because Hashem was saying that He doesn’t want a relationship with 

the snake anymore. Hashem was telling the snake, “Take all the food you need and don’t 

bother calling out to Me for all of your days, because I don’t desire to have a relationship 

with you!” We can now understand that there is no greater curse than to have whatever one 

needs and be so self-sufficient, that he has no need to reach out to Hashem anymore. 

Oppositely, the greatest Brachah is to be able to reach out and connect with Hashem! 
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