
This issue dedicated This issue dedicated This issue dedicated This issue dedicated in honor of our wonderfulin honor of our wonderfulin honor of our wonderfulin honor of our wonderful    children, grandchildren, and greatchildren, grandchildren, and greatchildren, grandchildren, and greatchildren, grandchildren, and great----grandchildren.grandchildren.grandchildren.grandchildren.    

Love,Love,Love,Love,    

Bubby and Zaidy JacobowitzBubby and Zaidy JacobowitzBubby and Zaidy JacobowitzBubby and Zaidy Jacobowitz    ––––    Staten Island, NYStaten Island, NYStaten Island, NYStaten Island, NY 

SSSSponsor an issue for $36 to honor a special occasion or commemorate a loved one. Eponsor an issue for $36 to honor a special occasion or commemorate a loved one. Eponsor an issue for $36 to honor a special occasion or commemorate a loved one. Eponsor an issue for $36 to honor a special occasion or commemorate a loved one. E----mail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.commail DoItForDovid@gmail.com    

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Korach 5777 

 

The story is told of a fellow who approached the Kotsker Rebbe, R’ Menachem 

Mendel z”l.  “I don’t understand,” lamented the fellow. “Doesn’t it say somewhere that 

one who runs away from honor will have honor pursue him?  I have been running 

away from honor for years but it doesn’t seem to be chasing after me.” 

“That statement is true,” replied the sage, “and it does pursue one who truly runs 

away from it.  Your problem is that you keep looking back to make sure it’s following 

you!” 

In all the commotion of Korach’s attack on Moshe, we seldom stop to recognize just 

what Korach was proposing. 

He didn’t want to take Moshe’s job; he wanted Aharon’s.  What is the difference 

between these two, and if he felt Moshe was an unfit leader, why would he want to 

be “second-in-command” to him? 

Moshe was, for all intents and purposes, the king of the Jewish people.  Like a Jewish 

king, he was responsible to ensure that the Jews kept the laws of the Torah and did G-

d’s will.  Despite the honor a king receives, he is often merely a glorified policeman 

whose honor is not his own, but belongs to the people he represents. 

Not so the Kohain Gadol.  He is a spiritual dynamo, the one who guides the king and 

who is honored because of his own holiness.  The Torah even requires other kohanim 

to give him money so he is richer than the rest of them.  This is what appealed to 

Korach and fueled his fight. 

He saw greatness in his future.  He 

sensed his descendant Shmuel HaNavi, 

the prophet Samuel, who would anoint 

kings and tell them when they erred.  

This is the kind of greatness he wanted 

to seize, so he went after Aharon’s 

position. 

Alas, he didn’t understand that such 

greatness cannot be taken but must 

be earned or received as a Divine gift.   

This mistake would make him fail and 

lead to his ultimate downfall - literally. 
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Serious WoW from this week’s Torah portion: 

"...And they were lost from among the congregation" (16:33) 

“Come and see how difficult strife is, whoever participates in strife, the Holy 

One, Blessed is He, causes his name-sake to be lost.” (Bamidbar Rabbah 18:4) 

HaRav Chaim Palagi writes :  “I have personally seen with my own eyes from the time 
that I first developed understanding, that any man, woman or family from any country 
or city that was involved in an argument, neither side emerged innocent, and they were 

smitten either physically or monetarily, G-d forbid.  

Whoever comprehends this should delve very deeply into 
the matter and should always forego, should be the one to 
give in, whether physically, monetarily or with his honor, 

and his loss will be compensated by his gain. He will have 
a good reward in this world and in the world to come, as 
he is in the category of ‘one who loves peace and chases 
after peace.’” 
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piece of wood, without the lifepiece of wood, without the lifepiece of wood, without the lifepiece of wood, without the life----giving waters of Torah or wisdom, giving waters of Torah or wisdom, giving waters of Torah or wisdom, giving waters of Torah or wisdom, 
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 FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
After the Challenge of Korach, HaShem directed Moshe to have each tribe bring a staff to the Mishkan. 
On the staff of the Tribe of Levi, he was to inscribe Aharon’s name, as he was the leader of that tribe. 

Left overnight, the staff of Aharon sprouted buds, flowers, and almonds while the other staffs remained 
bare. This signified that Aharon was the true choice of G-d to be Kohain Gadol. The Torah then relates 
that each person retrieved his own staff. 

The commentaries say that they had marked their staffs with hidden signs so they would know if they 
had been replaced, and this is what they were looking for. However, it can be suggested that once they 
knew that Aharon was the choice for Kohain Gadol, they each had to examine themselves to see what 
destiny HaShem had in mind for them. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: If someone realizes that they will be unable to fulfill their dreams, how should they 
react? Should they give up, or try to create new dreams and goals? Not everyone was intended to be the Kohain Gadol, 
but they were intended to be something unique. How might we identify that in ourselves? 


