
 
 

  

“And you shall inherit the 

Land, and dwell in it; for to 

you have I given the Land to 

possess it. And you shall 

inherit the land by lot 

according to your families, 

to the more you shall give 

the more inheritance, and to 

the fewer you shall give the 

less inheritance; wherever 

the lot falls to any man, that 

shall be his; according to the tribes of your fathers you shall inherit.” 

(From this week’s Torah portion, Mas’ei, Numbers 33:53-54)                                          

When a modern Jew in Israel reads the words, “And you shall inherit the 

Land” he understands that this is a directive to put the Land of Israel under 

the sovereignty of the State of Israel. The way we are used to looking at it, 

actualization of national sovereignty is the responsibility of the nation 

state. From the verses in this week’s Torah portion, however, it looks like 

that assumption is incorrect. It is the State’s responsibility to conquer the 

Land and to drive out the enemy. But actualization of the bond between the 

Land and the Nation is not complete until the Land becomes the personal 

inheritance of every Jew. The Land of Israel belongs to the Nation of 

Israel; not only on the national level but also on the personal level. “And 

you shall inherit the Land – by lot, according to your families.”                                                                                           

The bond between a Jew and his Land is holy, similar to the bond of 

marriage. The Torah commands the relative of a person who loses his 

property to be the first to buy his lot so that his inheritance will remain 

inside the family. Further, he is directed to re-sell the lot to its original 

owner at the first opportunity.                                                                     

Israel’s current situation, in which 93% of the Nation’s land is in the hands 

of the State, opposes this Torah directive and the Return to Zion message 

of world liberty. This is the real reason for the housing crisis and the 

pervasive feeling of servitude experienced by the Israeli public. 

Shabbat Shalom,  
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I want to state loud and clear – in the opening sentence of this article – that 

I do not cry over the loss of the Bet Ha’Mikdash during the Three Weeks 

and Nine Days. Yes, I fasted on the 17th of Tammuz and will fast on Tisha 

B’av but not because there’s no Bet Ha’Mikdash. Let me tell you right 

away what I do cry for. I cry, weep, mourn and rip out whatever hair is left 

on my head for my brothers and sisters who prevent me from building the 

Bet Ha’Mikdash!                                                                                        

Prevent me from building the Bet Ha’Mikdash??? Who would do that??? 

Allow me to explain.                                                                                  

The Netivot Shalom wrote a piece of Torah on the Three Weeks that will 

simply blow you away. He asks a simple question. Everybody knows that 

the first Bet Ha’Mikdash was destroyed due to the violation of the three 

most horrific sins known to Jews; murder, adultery and idol worship. These 

sins carry the punishment of death, yet after just 70 years Hashem forgave 

the Nation of Israel and rebuilt the Bet Ha’Mikdash. The second Bet 

Ha’Mikdash was destroyed due to “sinat chinam” (baseless hatred) and 

although that sin does not carry the penalty of death – nor does it actually 

have any court-imposed punishment – Hashem has still not forgiven us for 

the last 2,000 years!                                                                                   

How can that be, asks the Netivot Shalom? How can a punishment linger 

for 2,000 years? Who punishes someone for 2,000 years? And furthermore, 

how can Hashem forgive Yankel for worshipping idols yet not forgive him 

for hating Yosef? That doesn’t make any sense!                                                                                                   

And then comes the mind-blowing, unbelievable, life-changing answer of 

that great Chassidic master, the Slonimer Rebbe, author of Netivot Shalom. 

Please read the next few sentences carefully because it will permanently 

change your life. I am not kidding. The Rebbe says that we have been 

making a mistake for the last 2,000 years. The destruction of the Bet 

Ha’Mikdash was not a punishment. I will write that again: The 

destruction of the Bet Ha’Mikdash was not a punishment. Huh??                                         
The reason the Bet Ha’Mikdash was destroyed, writes the Netivot Shalom, 

was because when Jews do not stand together, when there’s no Jewish 

unity… there simply cannot be a Bet Ha’Mikdash! When we stand 

apart, we are not a nation – we are individuals – and individuals, no matter 

how righteous they are, no matter how much Torah they possess, no matter 

how much Kedusha shines from their essence will never, ever, be able to 

build the Bet Ha’Mikdash! In short, the Bet Ha’Mikdash does not need an 

architect or building contractor… it needs Am Yisrael to stand as ONE.                                                                                             

This is what happened 2,000 years ago when Jew stood against Jew. It 

wasn’t just that Yankel hated Yosef, it was much more than that. Through 

that hate, Yankel separated himself from Yosef and in reality, separated 

himself from Klal Yisrael. This broke apart our nation. It made us into 

individual Jews named Yankel, Esther, Nissim and Rivka. No longer were 

we a nation – and without a nation, there cannot be a Bet Ha’Mikdash… 

period. All the tears, all the Tefillot and all the Torah learning in the world 

– as important and vital as they are – will never rebuild the Bet 

Ha’Mikdash if we are not together as one nation.                                   

What started 2,000 years ago with Kamtza and Bar-Kamtza culminated in 

the destruction of the Bet Ha’Mikdash, sending us into galut. That was the 

worst punishment of all because then, no matter what we did, or how great 
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our leaders were, we were no longer a nation. We were individual Jews 

who established communities. These communities kept us strong but, at the 

same time, drove away the concept of Jews as a nation. Those days seemed 

to be over… until…                                                                                 

Until 1948 when – FINALLY! – after 2,000 years the Jews came home 

AS A NATION!!! Yes, we were broken from the Holocaust. Yes, many of 

us were far from Torah observance but we came back to the land, re-

established our holy language and declared ourselves as a free, independent 

nation. We set up a government, a court system and an army. No longer 

would we be ruled by Czars, Emperors or foreign military forces… we 

were back in our original inheritance (you know, the one given to us by 

Hashem… oh yeah, that one). In short, we took our individuals and our 

communities and transformed them – once again – into AM YISRAEL, the 

Nation of Israel.                                                                                           

So what happened? If the Bet Ha’Mikdash was destroyed because we 

turned a nation into individuals, why wasn’t it rebuilt when the individuals 

returned to being a nation?                                                                       

Now comes the part where I cry during these dark days.                    

Because many fellow Jews – actually the majority of Jews – chose to 

remain as individuals (or communities) and did not join the nation. Do 

you understand what that means? By staying out of the land, by not taking 

part in the fight and settlement of the land, it was as if these Jews said, 

“We don’t want the Bet Ha’Mikdash”, because as I explained above, it 

simply cannot be built with our nation apart. It needs the Jews together and 

by staying 6,000 miles away you are simply not together.                        

You must understand this. Yes, these are strong words but they are the 

truth. Jews who choose to live outside the land are disconnected from the 

nation and by doing so, cause disunity. I realize that this is not what most 

Yidden think about and to the majority of you, this is a new concept. 

However, the time for being “Jewishly politically correct” is over. I know 

you are good people who truly want to keep Torah and Mitzvot and serve 

Hashem but you must see the whole picture. A Torah way of life is one 

that is much more than eating glatt kosher, wearing mehadrin Tefillin and 

learning Daf Yomi. Those are all extremely important and I do not 

underestimate their value but Yiddishkeit is more… MUCH more. It is 

being part of a nation, living in the land chosen by our Father and doing 

whatever we can to establish His Kingdom from that land. Unfortunately, 

you haven’t been taught this. I know. I lived in New York for close to 30 

years, went to Yeshivot from first grade and attended hundreds of shiurim 

given by respected Rabbonim. Nobody ever mentioned this concept. Like 

you, I was taught to keep Torah and Mitzvot, guard my tongue from 

Lashon Hara and vulgarities, do Chessed, dress modestly and love 

Hashem. Those are all pillars of our religion and OF COURSE must be 

observed to the letter of the law, but friends… there’s a whole other side 

that was hidden from me… and you.                                                          

It’s called connecting to the nation and being a part of Am Yisrael, 

something that unfortunately cannot be done outside the land of Israel. 

Therefore, you must understand that all the tears on Tisha B’av will not 

help repair the damage until our nation stands together in Jerusalem. This 

is what I cry about since I know that it is up to us to build the Bet 

Ha’Mikdash.                                                                                      

Therefore, this Tisha B’av don’t sit and cry. Say the Kinot in the morning 

and then use the rest of the day to plan your Aliyah to Israel. Figure out 

what you need to do professionally. Talk to friends who recently made 

Aliyah and find out what they did right and wrong. Start the ball rolling – 

on Tisha B’av – because coming home to Israel is a lot more than what you 

think. This is what our Rabbis meant when they said that Moshiach is born 

on Tisha B’av. It means that on that very day, we start the process to come 

home and reconnect to our nation! It’s that very connection to our nation 

that actually helps build the third and final Bet Ha’Mikdash.           

Remember this final point; I desperately want that Bet Ha’Mikdash but it 

cannot be built without YOU… yes, YOU!! We need YOU to make that 

dream possible. Now, let’s stop crying and get to work! 

                                                                                                             On 

Monday night this week, Daniel Haiken, a young resident of Nesher, was 

murdered. Haiken delivered pizzas for a local shop. On Monday night, he 

returned from a delivery straight into an armed robbery in the pizzeria. The 

robbers shot him, grabbed the money and escaped.                                        

Apparently, nobody – not the pizzeria owner, not Daniel, not the customers 

and not passers-by – had a gun with which to defend themselves from the 

robbers.  What would happen if more citizens with basic criteria – for 

example anybody who had a license to carry a gun in the army – would 

walk around armed? Would Daniel Haiken be alive today?  Probably.        

A titanic struggle is being waged between the proponents of liberty and the 

proponents of servitude in Israel and throughout the world. The path to 

servitude is strewn with calls for us to deposit more and more of our 

liberties in the hands of the state (and to deposit the state in the hands of 

one oligarchy or another). In this way, parents of school aged children, for 

example, were convinced to deposit the education of their children in the 

hands of the state. For if we, heaven forefend, leave the children’s 

education to their parents, the children will obviously just loiter in the 

streets.                                                                                                              

Now, on the path to servitude, they explain to us that if we allow citizens to 

bear weapons for self-defense, they will all be killing each other. For that 

reason, they say, we must confiscate all weapons and allow the state to 

save us from ourselves.                                                                                   

In the days when liberty was the guiding light of America’s Founding 

Fathers, the authors of the US Constitution were careful to include the right 

to bear arms as a basic right. The forces of servitude are trying to change 

that. That is nothing new- the first thing that any dictatorship does is to 

confiscate guns from the citizens.                                                                   

What would have happened in Nesher if Israel was a truly liberty-oriented 

state and the right to bear arms was a basic right for every upstanding 

citizen? First of all, the robbers would clearly have thought twice about 

embarking on their dangerous venture. Today, unfortunately, the armed 

people in Israel are mainly criminals and people hostile to Israel. The 

regular citizens must wait for the police. In other words, the existing 

situation affords a huge advantage to the bad guys and encourages crime.      

Second, even if the robbers would have decided to go ahead with their 

crime, the chance that Daniel or any passer-by could have dealt with the 

situation with no harm to innocents would have been much greater.            

The State’s ardor to limit the amount of licensed guns in public hands has 

nothing to do with protecting us. When a wave of terror breaks out, the 

heads of the police publicly call for all licensed gun owners to carry their 

weapons. They know that the police cannot be in every place at all times. 

The State’s will to limit the amount of guns in public hands stems from its 

natural will to amplify its power at the expense of the public.                        

Daniel probably paid for that with his life.  
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