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 We are approaching that Shabbat which is
after the last opportunity for Kiddush L'vana and before Rosh CHodesh
Benching (which is next week, Parshast Va'eira). So it is easier to talk of
different things. As you have no doubt noticed, we have had many
rain-less days and - so far - only a few good rain days, this season. Many of
us have been saying VAANEINU in the weekday Amida, in the Sh'ma
Koleinu Bracha. For those who have not been saying it and for those who
don't find it in your favorite siddur, we have printed it on page 68. And on
page 69, we have printed MODIM. Both prayers have notes to guide you.

PPexplanations on p.62-63
and on www.ttidbits.com

click on PP+ or PPx
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Candles SH'MOT Havdala V a 'e ira  ( m)

4:14 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim 5:30 4:20 5:35

4:32 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al) 5:33 4:38 5:39

4:30 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:31 4:36 5:36

4:29 Gush Etzion 5:30 4:35 5:36

4:29 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba 5:31 4:35 5:36

4:29 Modi'in / Chashmona'im 5:30 4:35 5:36

4:29 Netanya 5:30 4:35 5:36

4:30 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 5:33 4:35 5:38

4:30 Rehovot 5:31 4:36 5:37

4:14 Petach Tikva 5:31 4:20 5:36

4:28 Ginot Shomron 5:30 4:34 5:35

4:18 Haifa / Zichron 5:29 4:24 5:35

4:28 Gush Shiloh 5:29 4:34 5:35

4:30 Tel Aviv / Giv'at Sh'muel 5:31 4:36 5:37

4:29 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:30 4:35 5:36

4:30 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:31 4:36 5:36

4:32 Ashkelon 5:33 4:37 5:38

4:30 Yad Binyamin 5:31 4:36 5:37

4:15 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden 5:27 4:21 5:32

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 6:08pm         Next week: 6:13pm
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 Of wonderful women and a powerful pasuk
Debating between two topics to revisit
in this week's Lead Tidbit. So let's do
both.

'Because of Righteous Women, our
ancestors were redeemed from Egypt.'
That or similar words are found in
Gemara Sota and other sources.

No doubt, the courageous midwives
who defied Par'o - Shifra and Puah - are
part of that sentiment. So are the wives
who kept up their husbands' morale in
the dark years of exile and oppression.

But let's go back further, to see the
amazing women of the Jewish People.
Sara Imeinu saw what was needed for
the development of the future Nation,
and she told Avraham to banish
Yishmael. Avraham did not like the idea
and G-d had to tell him to listen to Sara.
He was motivated by fatherly love; Sara
saw the future of the Jewish People.

Yitzchak wanted to give the main
bracha to Eisav. Rivka arranged for
Yaakov to receive it. Yitzchak was
motivated by fatherly love; Rivka
Imeinu saw the big picture.

Yaakov wanted to marry Rachel. Love at
first sight. Rachel and Leah saw the big
picture and cooperated with Lavan's
deceit of Yaakov.

Tamar saw what Yehuda did not.

Back to Sh'mot. Miriam prophesied to
her father that he and the other men
should reunite with their wives, to
assure the growth of the soon-to-be
nation of Israel. 

Yocheved and Miriam and Bat Par'o
were instrumental in the birth and well-

being of Moshe Rabeinu. Tzipora saw
what Moshe did not, and acted swifty
to save his life and that of the future
nation.
More to say, but let's touch on the
second topic.
Torah Tidbits features a weekly column
called Chizuk and Idud. It is meant to
provide Chizuk for those of us who live
in Israel and encouragement to those
who do not YET live here.

One of many p'sukim in the Torah that
(should) provide Chizuk and Idud can
be found in Parshat Sh'mot.

In G-d's first appearance to Moshe
Rabeinu, His first prophecy to Moshe
includes G-d's statement that He has
heard the cries of the People and has
remembered His promises to the Avot,
and that, "And I will go down to rescue
them from the hand of Egypt and to
bring them up from that land to a good
and expansive land, to the land flowing
with milk and honey... (Sh'mot 3:8)

Every Jew who lives in Israel and
especially those who were born and
raised in Chutz LaAretz, can feel that
their being in Israel is a fulfillment of
G-d's promise to take us out of galut
and bring us to the Land flowing with
milk and honey. That is CHIZUK.

And the IDUD, the encouragement, but
also the challenge to Jews who still live
in galut - even the 'wonderful' Jewish
communities that have everything for a
full Jewish life - is How do you under-
stand Sh'mot 3:8 and other p'sukim like
it - and what are you doing about it?
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Sh'mot
13th of the 54 sedras; 
1st of 11 in Sh'mot

Written on 215.2 lines in a Torah (18th)

7 parshiot; 6 open, 1 closed

124 p'sukim - 15th (tied with Emor)

1763 words - 14th (Emor: 22nd)

6762 letters - 16th (Emor: 23rd)

2nd in Sh'mot in those three categories

Its p'sukim are above average in length 
(number of words and letters). Emor was
put in for comparison - look at 
the differences in rank

No mitzvot are counted from Sh'mot.
One of 17 sedras without mitzvot.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of the
parsha; (Z) is the number of p'sukim in the
parsha.

Kohen - First Aliya 
17 p'sukim - 1:1-17
[P> 1:1 (7)] Sh'mot begins with the
conjunctive VAV to link the birth of
the Jewish Nation to the foundation
laid by the Patriarchs and "Sh'vatim" in
B'reishit. The sons of Yaakov are
lovingly enumerated again. The
starting number of "70" is repeated to
impress upon us the tremendous
growth of the people even (or
especially) under Egyptian oppression,
as described in the p'sukim. 

 The opening words of the sedra
and book of Shmot - V'EILEH SH'MOT -
form the initial letters of cenll mc` aiige

cg`e `xwn mipy  mebxz  (V'chayav Adam
Lilmod Sh'nayim Mikra V'echad
Targum) - And a person is obligated to
review the Torah text twice and
another time in translation. Baal
HaTurim rewords and extends this
acronym to the next two words. His
whole statement is: "One who learns
the sedra 2+1, singing it pleasantly,
shall merit long life."

e mc`` xyl cned xcqy mipn `xwe cg`zmebx
a lewp miri xiyi digy mipx zea` mikexlmler

 The final letters (sofei teivot)
of the opening words rearrange to
spell the word T'HILIM. When the
People of Israel are in trouble (a
play-on-words on Egypt -
MITZRAYIM - MEITZARIM), they shall
use T'hilim to help them focus their
prayers to G-d, thereby meriting
redemption.
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 Our first exile was associated
with the number 70, the number
associated with the members of
Yaakov's family who went down to
Egypt. The exile following the destruc-
tion of the first Beit HaMikdash lasted
70 years. The termination of the final
exile will be associated with our
dominance over, or recognition and
respect by the "70 nations" of the
world.

[P> 1:8 (15)] A new king "who does not
know Yosef" considers the Jewish
people a threat and takes measures to
enslave and demoralize them. 

 Ironically, he is the first one to refer
to us as a nation - "Am Bnei Yisrael".
Sometimes it is our enemies who
recognize who and what we really are.
Par'o called us the Jewish Nation even
before we felt that and knew that
ourselves. 

 The Gemara tells us of a dispute
between Rav and Shmuel as to whether
this is really a new king or the same one
with new attitudes and decrees. This
dispute impacts on a practical halachic
issue. If a person sells something as
"new" and it was old but renewed
(refurbished, renovated, recondi-
tioned), can the buyer claim "false
pretenses". Depends on the definition
of NEW.

He instructs the midwives to kill the
baby boys at birth to prevent the
development of his "potential enemies"
(and to kill off the potential redeemer
of the People). They refuse to do his
bidding and save the lives of the boys.

 VA-T'CHAYENA ET HAY'LADIM
... and they gave life to the boys." The
Midrash says that not only did the
midwives defy Par'o by not killing the
boys, they also were responsible for
saving those that might have died
during childbirth naturally. It is natural
that some babies do not survive birth.
The midwives were concerned that if
they happened to deliver a stillborn, it
might appear as if they had carried out
Par'o's orders. Their prayers were
answered and miraculously none of the
babies died. Thus they are credited, not
just with assisting in the births, but also
with giving life to the babies.

There is a parallel idea concerning the
night of the Exodus. It is said that even
the normal deaths that might be
expected in a large population did not
occur on the night of the Exodus, lest it
detract from the miraculous nature of
The Night. (This is the meaning of G-d's
not allowing the Mashchit to do his
thing.) Thus, we have similar miracles at
either end of the Mitzrayim experience.

 AND THEY EMBITTERED
THEIR LIVES... The trop (Torah notes,
specifically, KADMA V'AZLA) on these
words seem unduly happy for such sad
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words. The GR"A points out the "happy"
result of the unusually harsh oppres-
sion, namely, that G-d reacted to
Egypt's excess by cutting down our
time in bondage to 210 years from the
original prophecy of 400, by counting
from the birth of Yitzchak, rather than
from Yaakov's descent into Egypt.
Understand that this is not just an
exchange of 210 years of extra harsh
conditions for 400 years of regular
slavery. Commentaries say that if we
did not get out when we did, we would
not have made it to Nationhood.

Levi - Second Aliya 
15 p'sukim - 1:18-2:10
When Par'o sees that his goal is not
being accomplished, he orders that all
male babies (Jew & non-Jew alike, say
our sources) be drowned. The People
of Israel miraculously flourish under
these adverse conditions.

[P> 2:1 (22)] Amram reunites with
Yocheved and a baby boy is born.
When he is no longer able to be hidden
(some say that Moshe was three
months pre-mature; that the Egyptians
knew when Yocheved was due; there-
fore she was able to hide him only for
those three months), Yocheved
prepares a water-proof basket and sets
him on the river under the watchful
eye of his sister.

Bat-Par'o finds Moshe and sends
Miriam to bring a wetnurse for the
crying infant who apparently will not
nurse from an Egyptian breast. Miriam
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I ask not for a lighter burden, but for
broader shoulders        (Jewish proverb)

brings Yocheved, Moshe's mother, who
takes Moshe until he is weaned. From
that point on, Moshe is raised in the
royal palace by Bat Par'o (Bitya). She
names him Moshe.

 Egyptian astrologers read in the
stars that Israel's redeemer was soon to
be born. They recommended the
systematic drowning of all baby boys
(including non-Jews, since they were
not sure from what nation this
redeemer would come). When Moshe
was floated on the Nile, the astrologers
reported to Par'o that Israel's redeemer
was indeed "cast into the river". As a
result of this true but not quite accurate
reading of the stars, Par'o withdrew the
decree to drown the boys. [This points
to the notion that there is something to
astrology, but it is a "power" granted
and limited by G-d to some individuals.]

 On the phrase: VAYEILECH ISH...
And a man (from the house of Levi)
went... the Baal HaTurim points out the
only other occurrence of that phrase, in
Megilat Ruth: VAYEILECH ISH MI'BEIT
LECHEM YEHUDA... In both cases, a
redeemer of Israel results. In our case,
Moshe Rabeinu. In Ruth, the progenitor
of David HaMelech, his line, to
Mashiach ben David. (The is another
link between Geulat Mitzrayim and the
Geula Sh'leima.)

"And she called his name Moshe, for
from the water he was drawn."

 Take a look at the first 10
p'sukim of Sh'mot 2. It does not start
with VAYEILECH AMRAM, but rather he
is identified as a Man from the House of
Levi. Yocheved is not named; she is BAT
LEVI. Then she is called HA-ISHA, the
woman. Moshe is not named (yet)
either. He is called HAYELED, the boy.
Miriam is not named; she is ACHOTO,
his sister. Par'o's daughter (no name
here - she is only named in Divrei
HaYamim). Moshe is then referred to as
YELED and NA'AR. Then Miriam is again
called 'his sister' and then HA-ALMA.
Then Yocheved again. This time she's
called EIM HAYELED, the boy's mother.
And then HA-ISHA, again. Moshe is
HAYELED one more time until finally,
Bat Par'o names him MOSHE. 

Perhaps we can suggest that the names
of the 'support' cast are not mentioned
in order to focus on the point of the 10
pasuk portion - namely, MOSHE. This is
the first mention of his name - one can
feel the drama build to a crescendo,
then the drumroll... MOSHE.

Shlishi - Third Aliya 
15 p'sukim - 2:11-25
It is amazing how many significant
events are packed into the 15 p'sukim
of this aliya. Moshe goes out to see
what is happening with the Jewish
People. He kills an Egyptian who was
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beating a Jew. He breaks up a
fight between two Jews (Datan
& Aviram). They had seen him
kill the Egyptian and report him
to Par'o. Moshe flees to Midyan
where he saves Yitro's
daughters from danger. Yitro
wel- comes him to his home
(and family). He takes Tzipora
as a wife. She gives birth to son
Gershom. 

 Yosef was identified by
the Wine Steward as a NAAR
IVRI, a Jewish lad. Moshe was
identified by Yitro's daughters
as ISH MITZRI, an Egyptian man.
Yosef was privileged to have his
remains buried in the Land of Israel.
Moshe did not have that same z'chut,
although it was mainly Moshe who
brought Yosef's remains from Egypt to
the threshold of Eretz Yisrael. Gives you
pause for thought. No criticism is
intended.

[P> 2:23 (3)] Meanwhile, after much
time passes, the king of Egypt dies (or
maybe got so sick that it was like he
died) and the oppression in Egypt is
greatly intensified. The People react by
calling out to G-d. He too, “reacts”...

 When Moshe realized that
Datan and Aviram informed on him to
Par’o, the Torah tells us that Moshe was
afraid. Rashi says that we can under-
stand that literally, but also on a deeper
level. With Jews like Datan and Aviram,
Moshe feared that the people of Israel
might not merit redemption. (Note that
Rashi includes the p’shat (plain)

meaning as well as the additional
meaning. Both apply in this case. It isn't
always so that the plain meaning is
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Happy 65th birthday
Miriam Yaffee

retained when there is a drash that is
the preferred way of understanding the
text.)

R'vi'i - Fourth Aliya 
15 p'sukim - 3:1-15
[S> 3:1 (39)] Moshe is tending Yitro's
sheep. An angel appears to him from a
"burning bush that is not consumed".
Moshe turns aside; G-d calls to him.
He tells Moshe that He has heard the
people's screams and that he is going
to take them out of Egypt and bring
them to a Land of Milk and Honey.

Moshe asks "why me?" G-d assures
Moshe that He will be with him and
that as proof of the Divine nature of
his mission, Moshe will be bringing the
people back to "this spot" (Sinai) to
"serve G-d" (and receive the Torah).

Furthermore, Moshe is to "re-intro-
duce" G-d to the People. Moshe asks
G-d what he should tell the People
when he comes to them at G-d's
command. G-d's answer spans nine
p'sukim (3:14-22). G-d identifies
Himself as EH-YEH ASHER EH-YEH
(ALEF-HEI-YUD-HEI is one of the 7
names of G-d that may not be erased.
It is probably the least known of the
list of seven.) 

This name of G-d's has the meaning: I
will be with you (Bnei Yisrael) in your
time of trouble (in Egypt) as I will be
with you in future situations of
enslavement and oppression. 

 Baal HaTurim points out that
the letters of this unusual name of G-d
total 21. The initial letters of the first
three names of G-d in the Thirteen
Divine Attributes are YUD, YUD, ALEF =
21 (HaShem, HaShem, Keil...). The
initials of the Patriarchs are ALEF, YUD,
YUD = 21. The initials of the Five Books
of the Torah are BET, VAV, VAV, VAV,
and ALEF = 21. 

At Moshe's suggestion, so to speak, G-d
agreed to be identified to the people as
"just" EH-YEH, with the more com-
forting connotation of "I will be with
you", without the implication that
there will be other periods of
oppression in the future (based on
Rashi).
G-d gives Moshe detailed instructions
as to what to say to the people. He tells
Moshe how the people will react and
how Par'o will react. He tells him about
the plagues and about the "friendly"
reaction of the Egyptian people.
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Chamishi 5th Aliya
24 p'sukim - 3:16-4:17
The prophecy at the Bush continues...
G-d tells Moshe: (a) to gather the
elders of Israel and tell them that G-d
will be taking them out of Egypt and
bringing them to the Land of Israel, (b)
the elders will accompany Moshe to
present the demand for release before
Par'o, (c) Par'o will not acquiesce, (d) I
will smite Egypt and then they will send
you out, (e) the Egyptians will "lend"
the People of Israel many belongings.

Moshe asks "on what basis will they
believe me?" G-d gives Moshe three
signs to perform for Par'o and the
People. 

The three signs are the staff becoming
a snake and then turning back into a
staff. His hand inserted into his cloak
and emerging stricken with Tzoraat
and then being restored. Taking water
from the river and spilling it on the
ground and it turns to blood.

 Rashi says that the first two
signs were also repremands to Moshe
for speaking against the people and
doubting in advance their potential to
believe what he would tell them. This is
Lashon HaRa, and both the snake and
the Tzoraat are associated with Lashon
HaRa. The third sign seems to have
been specifically selected by G-d
(perhaps) to be a bridge and intro-
duction to the MAKOT (plagues), the
first of which was an extension, let's
say, of this third sign.

mailto:Lenny@LDevents.com
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Refuah shleima - Bea Kelman

Moshe still questions G-d as to "why
me"; G-d gets angry (so to speak) at
Moshe for doubting His choice of
leader. G-d informs Moshe that
Aharon will assist in these matters.
Moshe is instructed to have his special
staff with him when he presents
himself to the People and Par'o.

 The Staff, HaMateh. Baal
HaTurim says that there is/was a scribal
custom to put Torah crowns on the TET
in the word THE STAFF. This, to hint to
the fact that Moshe was the ninth
(TET=9) righteous individual who had
the miraculous staff in hand. (Pirkei
Avot tells us that the Staff was one of
the items created in the instant
between the Six Days of Creation and
the first Shabbat B'reishit.) The previous
eight are: Adam, Chanoch, No'ach,
Shem, Avraham, Yitzchak, Yaakov,
Yosef.

 The Midrash says that Moshe had
many names: Yered, Chever, Y'kutiel,
Avigdor, Avi-Socho, Avi-Zanu'ach,
Tovia, Heiman, Sh'maya. The Midrash
further tells us that of all his names, he
is only called Moshe - even by G-d - to
give honor to the acts of kindness of
the one who found him and saved him
from the water - Bat Par'o, the future
Bitya (not Batya).

 Rashi says that Moshe's experience
at the Burning Bush and his commu-
nication with G-d there lasted for
SEVEN DAYS! All during that time, G-d is
trying (so to speak) to convince Moshe
to undertake his mission.

Shishi - Sixth Aliya 
14 p'sukim - 4:18-31
[P> 4:18 (9)] Moshe returns to Yitro
and tells him that he (Moshe) must go
to his brethren. Yitro sends Moshe on
his way. G-d tells Moshe that it is safe
for him to do so. Moshe takes his wife
and sons and returns to Egypt. G-d
reminds Moshe about the signs he is to
use before Par'o, that Par'o will not
listen, and that he (Moshe) is to say to
Par'o that if he does not release the
People, G-d will kill his firstborn.
(Thus the last Plague was really the
first warning to Par'o. All the other
Plagues served their purposes, but all
pointed to Makat B'chorot.)

On the way, Tzipora circumcises her
son. Commentaries explain that Moshe
had not circumcised his son Eliezer

mailto:office@jerusalemdentist.com
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because of the danger in traveling
soon after circumcision, nor did he
postpone his return to Egypt, which
would have been in defiance of G-d's
command. It seems that he was in
error in not having circumcised him,
hence his life was in jeopardy until
Tzipora did the circumcision. 

A question that arises from this episode
concerns the acceptability of a female
circumcising. Commentaries solve this
problem in different ways.

[P> 4:27 (29)] G-d tells Aharon to greet
Moshe. Moshe tells Aharon all that has
happened. They gather the elders and
Aharon tells them what will occur. The
People believe what they hear and bow
to G-d.

 Rashi says that the donkey that
Moshe used to bring his family to
Mitzrayim was the same one that
Avraham took to the Akeida and the
one that the Mashiach will ride upon.
Why not a regular donkey? To tell us
that these monumental events were
not haphazard, but rather specially
prepared parts of G-d's master plan for
the world.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya 
6 p'sukim - 50:21-26
"And then, Moshe & Aharon go" to
Par'o and say to him "Thus says G-d:
Let my People go..."

 Notice that the elders are not
mentioned. Rashi tells us that one-by-
one, the elders "disappeared" (in fear of
Par'o) as the entourage was going to
Par'o, until only Moshe and Aharon
were left. Because of this, it was to be
this way at Sinai also. The elders were
left at the foot of the mountain and
Aharon and Moshe ascended. (Then
Aharon stopped and Moshe proceeded
to the top.)

Par'o refuses, questioning who this
G-d of Israel is. He then increases the
burden on the People (who obviously
have too much free time because they
ask for a 3-day release) by requiring
them to also collect the straw for the
bricks they have to make. The leaders
of the People bear the brunt of the
new edicts and complain to Par'o.
Par'o blames Moshe; the People react
with anger and disappointment
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(excusable under their circumstances).
Moshe tells G-d that his efforts were
counter- productive. G-d says that
NOW you (Moshe) will see what G-d
will do to Par'o... The last three
p'sukim are repeated for the Maftir.

Haftara 23 p'sukim
Yeshayahu 27:6-28:13, 29:22-23
As the sedra tells of the family of
Yaakov in exile, so does the prophet
tell of the exiles of the People of Israel.
The sedra contains G-d's prophecy to
Moshe Rabeinu at the Burning Bush,
of the redemption of Israel, the subse-
quent Standing at Sinai, and the
entrance into the Land flowing with
Milk and Honey. The Haftara contains
the prophecy that there will come a
day when the Great Shofar will sound,
and the exiles will come from their
places of dispersion, and they will
come to serve HaShem and bow to
Him in Jerusalem. The sedra speaks of
the First Redemption; the haftara of
the Complete Redemption.

Interesting... 
EIDOT MIZRACH read a different haftara
for Parshat Sh'mot - the first perek of
Yirmiyahu, which is the first of the three
Haftarot of Calamities which are read
between Shiv'a Asar b'Tamuz and Tish'a
b'Av. Notice how the S'fardim went in
the direction of matching the enslave-
ment in Egypt with the prophecies of
destruction, whereas the Ashkenazim
went in the direction of Geula to Geula.
On the other hand, Ashkenazim have a
minhag not to eat roast meat at the

Pesach Seder - ZEICHER LACHURBAN,
commemorative of the DESTRUCTION
of the Mikdash. The custom of Eidot
Mizrach is to eat roast meat at the
Seder - ZEICHER LAMIKDASH, com-
memorative of the Beit HaMikdash
(rather than of its destruction).

mailto:irussek@ouisrael.org
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The choice of haftara(ot) for this
week's parsha of Sh'mot is unique in
that it is the only time when there is a
complete division between minhagim:
the Ashkenazi minhag calls for a
selection from Sefer Yishayahu (27-29)
while the Eidot Mizrach choose to read
the first perek (and part of the second)
in Sefer Yirmiyahu. Although differ-
ences between customs throughout
the year are not uncommon, these are
generally differences regarding the
length of the specific haftara, i.e.,
where we begin or where we end the
reading. Even that rare exception when
we find a totally different perek
selected to be read, it is always within
the same sefer. 

But that is not so this week.

Rav Moshe Lichtenstein explains that
this strange phenomenon is a result of
the fact that the parsha itself includes
in it two central themes. It speaks of
the cruel enslavement and persecution
that B'nei Yisra'el suffered and it tells
the story of Moshe Rabbeinu and the
beginning of the geula itself. And so,
as Chachmei Eidot Mizrach regarded
Hashem's choice of Moshe to act as
redeemer to be the focus of the
parsha, they chose the opening of
Sefer Yirmiyahu to be read, for it tells
of Hashem's choice of Yimiyahu to be
His agent to bring Israel back to Him.
Ashkenazim, however, saw the suffer-
ing of Israel as the central theme of
the parsha, and so they chose the
selection from Sefer Yishayahu which
speaks of the punishments that G-d
will rain down upon those nations who
so cruelly oppressed His children, a
theme that certainly reminds us of the

warnings Moshe gives to Par'o in this
parsha.

One can, however, point to additional
connections between the Ashkenazi
haftara selection and our parsha, for,
although the prophecy might seem to
underscore Israel's sins, Rashi under-
stands Yishayahu's message as one of
encouragement and promise of
Hashem's love of His people and His
desire to forgive their iniquities. Rashi
(v.6) sees the very opening words of
the haftara, Haba'im Yashresh Ya'akov,
as referring to Ya'akov's family's arrival
in Egypt, thus echoing the opening
words of our parsha "…Haba'im
Mitzrayma et Ya'akov…" Furthermore,
when the navi reminds the people of
G-d's battle for them he mentions how
Hashem had punished the Egyptians
for drowning the Israelite babies by
drowning them in the sea (v.7).
Likewise, he recalls how G-d punished
the Egyptians by drying out the waters
of the Reed Sea, thereby allowing Israel
to cross and trapping Egypt in the
returning waters (v.8). And finally,
Yishayahu reassures Israel that G-d
could redeem them in their time just
as He had redeemed them from Egypt
hundreds of years earlier (v.9).

The illuminating comments of Rashi
help us understand the logic behind
the choice of this perek as the haftara
for parshat Sh'mot.

And also reminds us of Hashem's
everlasting love of, and concern for,
His people.

A concern and care we should
recognize each and every day.

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)  
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In our Parsha, we learn of how Moshe
happens upon the Burning Bush and how he
is told: "Remove your shoes from your feet,
for the place where you stand is holy
ground" (Sh'mot 3:5). Now, a similar event
perchances Yehoshua as a prelude to the
battle against Yericho: Yehoshua is urged to,
"Remove your shoe from your foot, for the
place in which you stand is holy" (Yehoshua
5:15).

Among the subtle differences between
these two exhortations, the Shelah
HaKadosh notes that while Moshe was told
that he was standing on "holy ground",
Yehoshua was informed that the ground he
was standing on was holy.

It appears, then, that the ground upon which
Moshe stands - anywhere - is holy; while
Yehoshua found himself standing in a place
that was (previously) sanctified. Moshe,
according to the Midrash, was born with a
spiritual light; at his birth his mother, "saw,
that he was good" (Sh'mot 2:2). In his
lifetime, Moshe rose to such spiritual heights
that his face radiated divine light: His OHR (=
skin; spelt with an AYIN) projected the divine
light of Hashem, i.e., OHR, with an ALEF.
Moshe confers that spiritual essence
wherever he is.

Yehoshua of lesser spiritual grandeur,
however, has to seek out that holy space.
He, like us, begins to recognize that when
we stand on the ground of Eretz Yisrael, we
are not only standing on holy ground but
also that we are better primed for the
encounter with G-d. That is, indeed, an
ennobling thought, especially as we enter
the Beit Knesset (holy space) on Shabbat
(holy time). 

mailto:mpersoff@ouisrael.org
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God Loves 
Those Who Argue
I have become increasingly concerned
about the assault on free speech taking
place throughout the West, particularly
in university campuses. This is being
done in the name of "safe space", that
is, space in which you are protected
against hearing views which might
cause you distress, "trigger warnings"
and "micro-aggressions", that is, any
remark that someone might find
offensive even if no offence is meant.

So far has this gone, that at the
beginning of the 2017 academic year,
students at an Oxford College banned
the presence of a representative of the
Christian Union on the grounds that
some might find their presence
alienating and offensive. Increasingly,
speakers with controversial views are
being disinvited: the number of such
incidents on American college
campuses rose from 6 in 2000 to 44 in
2016. 

Undoubtedly this entire movement was
undertaken for the highest of motives,
to protect the feelings of the
vulnerable. That is a legitimate ethical
concern. Jewish law goes to extremes
in condemning lashon hara, hurtful or
derogatory speech, and the sages were
careful to use what they called lashon
sagi nahor, euphemism, to avoid
language that people might find
offensive.

But a safe space is not one in which you
silence dissenting views. To the
contrary: it is one in which you give a
respectful hearing to views opposed to
your own, knowing that your views too
will be listened to respectfully. That is
academic freedom, and it is essential to
a free society. As George Orwell said, "If
liberty means anything at all, it means
the right to tell people what they do
not want to hear." 

John Stuart Mill likewise wrote that one
of the worst offences against freedom
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is "to stigmatise those who hold the
contrary opinion as bad and immoral
men." That is happening today in
institutions that are supposed to be the
guardians of academic freedom. We are
coming perilously close to what Julian
Benda called, in 1927, "The treason of
the intellectuals", in which he said that
academic life had been degraded to
the extent that it had allowed itself to
become an arena for "the intellectual
organisation of political hatreds".  

What is striking about Judaism, and we
see this starkly in this week's parsha, is
that argument and the hearing of
contrary views is of the essence of the
religious life. Moshe argues with God.
That is one of the most striking things
about him. He argues with Him on their
first encounter at the burning bush.
Four times he resists God's call to lead
the Israelites to freedom, until God
finally gets angry with him (Sh'mot
3:1-4:7). More significantly, at the end
of the parsha he says to God:

"Lord, why have you brought trouble
on this people? Why did You send
me? Since I came to Pharaoh to
speak in Your name, he has brought
trouble on this people, and You have
not rescued Your people at all."
(5:22-23)

This is extraordinary language for a
human being to use to God. But Moshe
was not the first to do so. The first was
Avraham, who said, on hearing of God's

plan to destroy the cities of the plain,
"Shall the Judge of all the earth not do
justice?" (B'reishit 18: 25)

Similarly, Yirmiyahu, posing the age-old
question of why bad things happen to
good people and good things to bad
people, asked: "Why does the way of
the wicked prosper? Why do all the
faithless live at ease?" (12:1). In the
same vein, Chavakuk challenged God:
"Why do You tolerate the treacherous?
Why are you silent while the wicked
swallow up those more righteous than
themselves?" (1:13). Iyov who chal-
lenges God's justice is vindicated in the
book that bears his name, while his
friends who defended Divine justice are
said not to have spoken correctly
(42:7-8). Heaven, in short, is not a safe
space in the current meaning of the
phrase. To the contrary: God loves
those who argue with Him - so it seems
from Tanach.

Equally striking is the fact that the
sages continued the tradition and gave
it a name: argument for the sake of
heaven, defined as debate for the sake
of truth as opposed to victory. The
result is that Judaism is, perhaps
uniquely, a civilization all of whose

http://www.jonathanpollard.org
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canonical texts are anthologies of
arguments. Midrash operates on the
principle that there are "seventy faces"
to Torah and thus that every verse is
open to multiple interpretations. The
Mishna is full of paragraphs of the form,
"Rabbi X says this while Rabbi Y says
that." The Talmud says in the name of
God himself, about the conflicting
views of the schools of Hillel and
Shammai, that "These and those are the
words of the living God." 

A standard edition of Mikra'ot G'dolot
consists of the biblical text surrounded
by multiple commentaries and even
commentaries on the commentaries.
The standard edition of the Babylonian
Talmud has the text surrounded by the
often conflicting views of Rashi and the
Tosafists. Rambam, writing his master-
piece of Jewish law, the Mishneh Torah,
took the almost unprecedented step of
presenting only the halachic conclusion
without the accompanying arguments.
The ironic but predictable result was
that the Mishneh Torah was eventually
surrounded by an endless array of
commentaries and arguments. In
Judaism there is something holy about
argument.

Why so? First, because only God can
see the totality of truth. For us, mere

mortals who can see only fragments of
the truth at any one time, there is an
irreducible multiplicity of perspectives.
We see reality now one way, now
another. The Torah provides us with a
dramatic example in its first two
chapters, which give us two creation
accounts, both true, from different
vantage points. The different voices of
kohein and prophet, Hillel and
Shammai, philosopher and mystic,
historian and poet, each capture
something essential about the spiritual
life. Even within a single genre, the
sages noted that "No two prophets
prophesy in the same style." Torah is a
conversation scored for many voices.

Second, because justice presupposes
the principle that in Roman law is called
audi alteram partem, "hear the other
side". That is why God wants an
Avraham, a Moshe, a Yirmiyahu and an
Iyov to challenge Him, sometimes to
plead for mercy or, as in the case of
Moshe at the end of this week's parsha,
to urge Him to act swiftly in defence of
His people. Both the case for the
prosecution and the defence must be
heard if justice is to be done and seen
to be done.
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The pursuit of truth and justice require
the freedom to disagree. The Netziv
argued that it was the prohibition of
disagreement that was the sin of the
builders of Bavel. What we need,
therefore, is not "safe spaces" but
rather, civility, that is to say, giving a
respectful hearing to views with which
we disagree. In one of its loveliest
passages the Talmud tells us that the
views of the school of Hillel became law
"because they were pleasant and did
not take offence, and because they
taught the views of their opponents as
well as their own, indeed they taught
the views of their opponents before
their own." 

And where do we learn this from? From
God Himself, who chose as His
prophets people who were prepared to
argue with Heaven for the sake of
Heaven in the name of justice and
truth.

When you learn to listen to views
different from your own, realizing that
you are not threatened but enlarged,
then you have discovered the life-
changing idea of argument for the sake
of heaven. ;

mailto:benlevine10@gmail.com
http://www.awesometoursisrael.com
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From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

Following G-d's call to Moshe, to
direct the Yetzi'at Mitzrayim:

Moshe responded (to G-d) and said,
"They will not believe me, and
they will not heed my voice, for
they will say that G-d did not
appear to you…" (4:1)

G-d told Moshe to go back to Egypt
and approach the elders of the
Israelites with the message that "the
time had come". When Moshe
voiced his doubts that he would be
taken seriously, G-d gave him three
signs to perform in front of the
elders: the snake, the leprosy, and
the blood (4:2-9).

Abravanel raises a fundamental issue
with the stick turning into a serpent
and the other miracles contained in
those signs. The Torah is not
essentially built on miracles. The
Torah gives the individual free
choice, advising: "Choose life so that
you and your children may live:
(D'varim 30:19). The reason that a
person should want to follow Torah
teaching is because he or she has
decided to do so where other

options exist. An open and
spectacular breach of nature takes
that free choice away. Who would
not follow the Torah if they saw it
demonstratively and spectacularly
pushing the natural order of things
aside? What sort of choice was left to
the generation of Moshe?

Abravanel suggests that such a
miracle does not take away free
choice, but places the particular
point of one's choice at much higher
level. A great deal more is expected
from people who have witnessed
such happenings than from those
who have not. Thus "I constantly put
G-d in front of me" - a consistent
awareness of being in G-d's presence
and the behavior that flows from it -
would come more naturally to
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someone who witnessed such an
event than to a person who had
worked hard at building up his or her
closeness to G-d without that revela-
tion. 

Simply put, G-d expects much more
from those who have seen His
illuminating the darkness in this
manner than from those who have
not.

Such phenomena, it may be
suggested, exist in our generation as
well. We don't see sticks turning into
snakes or water pouring out as
blood. However, many individuals
have been in situations whereby
they have seen, against all odds, a
combination of events coming

http://www.integrityrealestate.co.il
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together enabling a smooth exit
from a threatening and life-endan-
gering state of affairs. Situations
where a person would have to be
blind not to see a "Yad Hashem" -
Hand of G-d - personally intervening
in one's favor. It might be emerging
unscathed from an essentially-fatal
road accident. It might be meeting a
unique and wondeful life-partner or
golden working opportunity, just for
"happening" to be in the right place,
at the right time, and facing the right
person. 

Indeed, the test in life for those
privileged that way is that one
should acknowledge and constantly
remember those miraculous experi-
ences and bear in mind that G-d
expects yet even more… n

The Message of
Moshe's Staff

by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

G-d commands Moshe, "Take this
staff in your hand, that you may
perform the miraculous signs against
Egypt with it" (Sh'mot 4:17).

Moshe carried the Staff of G-d in his
hand. It was the instrument that
initiated some of the various plagues
which afflicted Egypt. One might
think that this staff was only able to
bring punishment and to exact
retribution.

However, we see in the Torah that
when the Jewish People arrived in
Mara and were confronted with the

mailto:tirtzaj@gmail.com


Pinchus Klahr, MD
Rheumatology

US Board Certif ied / Misrad HaBriut recognized special ist
in al l  Arthritis conditions Joint and Muscle Pain

Conscientious “American style” Care
Conveniently located at Refa Na Medical Center,

Givat Shaul, Jerusalem • NOW also at
RBS Family Medical Center, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-713-2224

OU Israel Center TT 1258  O  page 25  \  SH'MOT 5778

We give cash for
• Gold jewelry
• Diamonds
• Silverware

    054-219-2428 or *4556
cash4gold.co.il •  absaffran@gmail.com

All your jewelry needs
in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurbish, polish or restore your family

heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry • Deliveries directly

to/from your home in Jerusalem area
Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

challenge of having no water to drink,
this same staff served a different
function. The Torah states in Sh'mot
17:5, G-d says to Moshe, "and your
staff, with which you struck the Nile
River, take in your hand." Rashi sites
the Mechilta which notes the Torah's
emphasis on the staff, "with which
you struck the Nile River". Why did
G-d have to remind Moshe which
staff it was? He only possessed one
staff!

When the Jewish People were
complaining because they lacked
water, G-d said to Moshe, "Take the
very same staff that you used to bring
the plagues on Egypt, and strike the
rock with it, and water shall come
out." G-d was teaching the Jewish
People that the same staff which
brought plagues and destruction on
Egypt, can also bring good. No
dichotomy exists between the staff
that brings evil and destruction and
the one that brings good tidings.
Because G-d is the source of BOTH,
and from Him only good emanates.

We do not always perceive the good
hidden within the bad. We do not
always see or understand that out of

sorrow and suffering can emerge joy
and happiness.

We must have faith that the rod of evil
will also bring good. As the Talmud
teaches, whatever G-d does is
ultimately ALL for the GOOD. u

mailto:absaffran@gmail.com


OU Israel Center TT 1258  O  page 26  \  SH'MOT 5778

EXTERIOR PORCHES • SEALING SOLUTIONS
ROOF COATING • MOLD & MILDEW PROOF

PAINTING INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
EXTERIOR STONE POLISHING

LICENSED & INSURED
Jewish Labor • www.freshcoatpainters.co.il

SHMUEL 052-840-5660

SH'MOT
Sleepless Nights

Can you sleep at night? There is
so much trouble in the world.
Violence, wars large and small,
natural disasters, disease. We all
personally know many who are
suffering at this very moment.
Some are friends and acquain-
tances living in plain sight. Others
are individuals in the media,
people whose pain we see por-
trayed daily on the evening news.

It is perfectly understandable to be
unable to sleep at night. Yet most
of us do manage to sleep quite
well. We all have developed a
repertoire of defense mechanisms
designed to enable us to keep
these troubles from our conscious-
ness. We have compartments in
our minds into which we can
deposit the suffering of others,
somehow sealed and kept from
immediate awareness.

But there are those among us who
cannot sleep, for the pain of others
keeps them awake. Their empathy

is so great that the suffering of
others is their own suffering and
cannot be compartmentalized, or
even temporarily forgotten.

Indeed, rather than try to shield
themselves from others' travails,
they seek out those others in order
to witness their suffering. They do
not stop with mere observation
and compassion, but actively
attempt to alleviate the suffering
they witness.

Such a person was Moshe, to
whom we are introduced in this
week's Torah portion, Sh'mot.

Moshe was raised in the very lap
of luxury. He was reared as a
prince in a royal palace, his foster
mother the daughter of Pharaoh
himself. He grew up in a protected
environment in which he was able
to remain unaware of, and could
certainly ignore, the plight of his
enslaved brothers.

But he chose to do otherwise. The
very first self-initiated action of
which we read in the account of
Moshe's life is his inquiry into the

http://www.freshcoatpainters.co.il
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condition of his enslaved kinsfolk.
"…When Moshe had grown up, he
went out to his brothers and
witnessed their labors…" (Sh'mot
2:11). He did not have to go out;
he could have remained in his
protected royal quarters. He did
not have to "witness"; he could
have shut his eyes or used any of
the methods we use to shield
ourselves against seeing what we
go not want to see.

But that was not Moshe. In Rashi's
poignant phrase, "He gave over
his eyes and his heart to suffer
along with them." He could not
sleep.

We often wonder about what
qualified Moshe for the leadership
role he was destined to attain. For
that matter, more generally, we
speculate as to what qualifies
anyone for leadership.

Theories of the elements of good
leadership abound. Stephen
Covey has written a book on this
very subject entitled, THE EIGHTH
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Parsha Points to Ponder
by Rabbi Dov Lipman

SH'MOT
B Why does the Torah refer to
Yaakov and his family as COMING
(HA'BA'IM) to Egypt (1:1) in the
present tense when they came to
Egypt long before in the story?

C Why does Par'o state that the
Jewish nurses should check on THE
BIRTH STOOL to determine if the
child was a boy, instead of simply
saying SEE IF IT IS A BOY (1:16)?

D Why does the Torah state, AND
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SIGHED
FROM THEIR HARD WORK, AND
THEY CRIED OUT (2:23), instead of
combining the two and saying AND
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SIGHED
AND CRIED OUT FROM THEIR HARD
WORK?

Rabbi Lipman is an educator, author, 
and community activist in Bet Shemesh.

He was a member of the 19th Knesset

ddlipman@gmail.com
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HABIT. In it he offers a chart,
briefly summarizing no less than
twenty such theories, with a list of
hundreds of books on the topic.

The theories range from "great
man" theories which contend that
leaders are born to leadership
because of their innate gifts. But
Moshe had innate handicaps
which included a speech defect.

Other theories stress the motiva-
tions of leaders to lead. Moshe
insistently and consistently
shunned the leadership role.

Still other theories stress the
powers of persuasion and the gift
of popularity. Neither character-
ized Moshe. He had no apparent
charisma, no formal leadership
training, no career aspirations, and
no special vision other than the
one shown to him by God.

Of all the theories on Covey's
comprehensive list, one seems to
fit: the theory of "servant leader-
ship", a theory which implies that
leaders primarily lead by serving
others. The primary characteristics
of such a leader include listening
and empathy. These were demon-
strated by Moshe in his very first
venture out of the royal palace.

mailto:ddlipman@gmail.com


OU Israel Center TT 1258  O  page 29  \  SH'MOT 5778

Moshe grew, no king, P'lishtim gathered

The characteristics of such leader-
ship also include a commitment to
others' growth. Moshe's leadership
can be seen as a life-long process
of commitment to others' growth:
to their freedom from slavery, to
their spiritual conditions, to their
ordinary needs, and to their moral
and ethical education.

Some of us strive to be leaders.
Most of us are content to leave
leadership to others yet strive to
know God, to know our own souls,
and to benefit others in some
small way.

The lesson of the life of Moshe is
that both the grand leadership that
some of us seek and the more
modest goals of all who are

spiritually motivated can be
achieved by "going out to our
brothers and witnessing their
condition". It may cost us
sleepless nights, but it will bring us
enlightened days.

In the words of an anonymous
poet:

"I sought my God and my God I
could not find.
I sought my soul and my soul
eluded me.
I sought my brother to serve him
in his need,
And I found all three - my God,
my soul, and thee." 
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street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone building,
1.5 floors up with mirpeset and parking. 
Only 2,490,000NIS

• Baka, charming 90m 4-room garden apartment,
80m private garden, beautifully renovated, on a
quite street, live in the city with a countryside vibe,
one of a kind. 3,500,000NIS

CHESED FUND
Your generous donations to our Chesed Fund
will help us help over 40 needy individuals and

families who turn to us for help.

Please make checks payable to the
"Chessed Fund" and send them to

Israel Center Chesed Fund
att. Menachem Persoff

POB 37015 / Jerusalem 91370
or leave them at the front desk

HANDYMAN
Fix All - One Call • No Job Too Small

Senior Discount, US Highest
Standards, Licensed, Guaranteed,

Kashering, Dati, References

CALL YONAH NOW
052-309-8891

Teachings of the Maharal

Lending Creates
Unity

Netiv Hatzedaka 6:182 - Midrash tells
us that if a person [ben Yisrael]
lends with interest, he transgresses
all the laws of the Torah, and no one
can be found who would find him
virtuous. 

How is this so? When a person who
has sinned a single sin stands
before Hashem in judgment, some
angels are there to prosecute and
others to defend, as it is said, "I saw
Hashem sitting on His throne"
[Yeshayahu 6:1], and all the hosts of
heaven stood to His right and to His
left, but if the person has lent a ben
Yisrael with interest, no angel will
defend him, as it is said, "He lent
with usury, he took interest, he will
not live [Yechezkeil 18:13]. To

understand this, interest is a bite of
the life force, the same as the bite of
a viper eats away at the essence of
the life force, which is why no angel
will defend him. 

You might think interest only relates
to money - why should the
punishment be so severe?

It is because when one Yisrael lends
to another, all Israel becomes
united. To lend sinfully by taking
interest for personal profit is totally
destructive of that unity. The rabbis
said lending with interest is
tantamount to denial of the Exodus
from Egypt. Such a person has no
virtue. It is not comparable to theft,
which can be temporary and
reversible. 
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U.S. based Life Insurance for
Israel residents with minimal hassle

Lower premiums • more benefits
Underwriting requirements will need to be completed in the U.S.

Call for a FREE quote
054-227-0863 • US: 917-559-1828

donnyfein@gmail.com • www.dflifeinsurance.com

www.sossingroup.com

Yaakov (twice), Moshe, David, the whole nation

Why single out denial of the
Exodus? 

The Exodus was the moment of
Israel unifying to becoming a nation
and lending to one another
represents ongoing unification.
Lending with interest destroys this
unity.

MDK - Hashem distributes provi-
dence to his people in a way we
cannot begin to understand, but His
Torah prescribes the remedies to
assure sustenance to all. When
Israel lends to one another, our unity
redounds above in Hashem's Unity,
but lending with interest negates
unity below and above and can be
seen as a rival to Hashem's Unity.

In the modern context, the rabbis

saw fit to adjust to the requirements
of business with heter iska in the
17th century, but the issue was in
the table in Maharal's era. He likely
opposed it. The Muslims are said to
bank interest free.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr

mailto:donnyfein@gmail.com
http://www.dflifeinsurance.com
http://www.sossingroup.com


 - qqnrxRAMSSES
Whoever was the Par'o during the period of our
Egyptian slavery, we do have mention of a place
named qqnrx. There seems to be two places with
similar names - the place where the people of 
Israel dwelt (in Goshen) - called RA-M'SEIS 
(mentioned 4 times in the Torah), and the supply city that the Jews built (with
PITOM), called RA-AM-SEIS. RA-M'SEIS has a SH'VA NACH under the AYIN (which
Ashkenazim can't or don't pronounce, but which closes the first syllable, nonethe-
less - RA). Another SH'VA, this one NA, is under the MEM, making the second
syllable M'SEIS. RA-AM-SEIS has three syllables. The SH'VA under the MEM is NACH
and has no vowel sound - it closes the second syllable - AM.
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Sh'mot

WISE WOMEN
In the first chapter of Sh’mot the
word “wise” is used in several senses.

In verse 9, the king of Egypt, fearing
the incoming Hebrews, says, “Let us
deal wisely with them.” The better
translation is “Let us deal shrewdly
with them.”

Instead of brute force, Pharaoh
preferred to think out a policy that
would suppress the Hebrews without
a massacre. One of his methods was
to keep the people so hard at work
that they had no time to conspire
against the regime.

In verse 19, the text says that the
Hebrew midwives were “lively”,
which Onkelos renders as “wise”.
Ancient cultures often referred to
midwives in this way. The Jewish

sources (Mishna Rosh HaShana 2:4)
use the word “wise” with this
meaning.

Why the Torah says “lively” is
probably to convey the sense of
“quick and efficient”; why Onkelos
says “wise” probably comes from the
thought that these women were well
trained and professional.

If, however, the word “lively” applies
to the Hebrew women as a whole and
not the midwives, it suggests that
they gave birth more quickly than
their Egyptian counterparts, perhaps
because there were traditional child-
birth customs amongst the Hebrews
that led to easier births.
Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney, Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. He is now retired and lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi
Apple is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs
at www.oztorah.com

http://www.oztorah.com
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '` mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4 Shab. Parshat Sh'mot
January 6th - 3:00pm

Rabbi Yaakov Moshe Poupko

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Masechet Kiddushim

This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi
Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am • see p.34
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am • see p.39
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

11:10pm
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm
Shifra & Puah - The REAL

Wonder Women!
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
in memory of his father-in-law

wicv l"f dxty oa xy` 'x

9:15am Mrs. Pearl Borow
Book(let) of OVADIYA

9:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail .com

10:00am
Rabbi Poupko's

Parsha Perspective

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Su/M/W/Th • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
followed by Maariv (5:30)

(until Feb 1)

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

Resumes Jan 22nd
Rabbi Zev Leff

5:20pm
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104

mailto:correjackie@gmail.com
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak

Breitowitz
Minchat Chinuch

The Study of Mitzvot

9:15am - L'AYLA
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

10:30am - L'Ayla
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Rabbi Aaron Ziegler
in winter recess

9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendezvous of
Torah & Science

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic & Hashkafic Issue
in Contemporary Society

Watch for resumption date
Rabbi Ian Pear

Meaning in Mitzvot

2:00 & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

9:00am
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub
Thursday the Rabbi

gave his Drasha

11:30am - see p.39
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Unlocking the
Messages in Chazal

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Book of Melachim

12:15pm
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster

The Contributions
of the Rashba

3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

7:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

7:30pm
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

8:00pm
Rabbi Joel Zeff

see p.33

7:30pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning and Mission of
the Chosen People: Chosen

from - or - for Whom?

7:00-9:45pm
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

Jan 4 • 2:30pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Current events in the weekly haftara

Thank you to Yehuda Lave for
helping to make the shiur a reality

8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in Sho-f'tim
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SUNDAY MORNINGS
10:00 o'clock



WE ARE B"H BOOKED
However, there might be a room or two available until THU Jan 4th

And, even after that, you can call to be wait-listed, in case of a cancellation
Call the Travel Desk (02) 560-9110
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
T he Orthodox  Union -  via  i t s websi te  -  f ie lds quest ions of  a l l  t ypes in the  areas of  Kashrut , J ew ish  Law and
V a lues. Som e of  them  are  answered by Ere tz  Hem da, the  Inst i tute  f or A dvanced J ew ish Studies, J e rusa l em ,
headed by R av Yose f  Carm e l  and R av M oshe Ehrenre ich, f ounded by HaR av Shaul  Y israe l i  z t " l , to prepare
rabbanim  and dayanim  to serve  the  Nat iona l  R e l igious com m uni ty in  Israe l  and abroad. A sk the  R abbi  i s a
joint  venture  of  the  OU , Yerusha layim  Network, Ere tz  Hem da... and OU  Israe l ' s T orah T idbi ts.

Is Raising Children
a Mitzva? - part II
Question: Is it a mitzva to care for
one's own children: feeding, changing
diapers, getting them to bed, etc.? If so,
what is the source? Does it apply equally
to men and women? If it is not a mitzva,
wouldn't any mitzva take precedence over
such activities? 

Answer: [Last time we saw that even
if taking care of one's children were
not a mitzva, it would be a proper,
central reality of life, to be done even
when it takes away from one's ability
to perform certain mitzvot and delays
others. Now we will see sources that
indicate that it is a mitzva in its own
way.]

The gemara (Ketubot 50a) states:
"'Praiseworthy is one who guards
justice, who does tzedaka every
moment' (Tehillim 106:3). Is it possible
to do tzedaka every moment? Our
rabbis in Yavneh said that it refers to
one who supports his sons and
daughters when they are young." Let us
consider two difficulties in this
gemara:(1) Why is supporting one's
own children considered tzedaka? (The

gemara's next opinion attributes the
pasuk to raising orphans). (2) How is
supporting one's children "every
moment"? 

Rashi answers both questions: 

(1) It is talking about an age at which
there is no full obligation to support.
The support of close family members
should actually has tzedaka prece-
dence over others, unless there is a
halachic obligation (e.g., a husband to a
wife) (Shulchan Aruch, YD 251:3). 

(2) "Always, day and night, they are his
responsibility." I understand "day and
night" that it is not just giving money,
which one can do in a moment, but
that whatever needs arise can and
often do fall upon him. 

The gemara (Makot 8a) says that a
father is exempt from the conse-
quences of injuring his son while
disciplining him because it is a mitzva.
It does not make sense that discipline
is a mitzva and positive elements of
child-rearing are not. Thus, we have
another indication of a mitzva to raise
children. 

However, one will not find this mitzva
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054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

in of the "lists of mitzvot", as it is not a
free-standing mitzva. The Rambam
(Avel 14:1) lists several acts of kindness
as Rabbinic positive mitzvot, including
visiting the sick, comforting mourners,
involvement in a funeral, and escorting
a guest, among other acts. He
concludes: "Although all of these
mitzvot are of Rabbinic origin, they are
included in 'v'ahavta l'rei-acha
kamocha' (You shall love your friend
like yourself) (Vayikra 19:18)." This
formulation is paradoxical. On the one
hand, if these mitzvot are Rabbinic,
they are not from the Torah, but on
the other hand, they are included in a
mitzva of the Torah! 

This apparently means the following.
The Torah requires one to do his fair
share of acts of kindness. One person
could fill his whole kindness quota on,
say, visiting the sick, and never take
part in funerals or have guests.
Therefore, the Rabbis instituted an
independent obligation in each of the
matters listed.

Actions of raising children are not on
the list above although the Rambam
does mention applications elsewhere
in his work (Matanot Ani'im 10:16 for
one). It is possible the list is not
exhaustive. It is also possible (see part
I) that not only the Torah but even the
Rabbis left these matters for a person
to do voluntarily, in principle, even
though practically, from a human
perspective, they are activities that are
incumbent upon him. Indeed, if one is

not able (for various reasons) to do a
lot of the caring for children, he/she
can arrange for others (e.g.,
pre-school, day care) to take major
parts in providing the child's physical,
educational, and emotional needs.
However, when a mother or father
acts normally, which includes a
tremendous amount of work raising
his children, this is a fulfillment of
"v'ahavta l'reiacha kamocha." This
fundamentally applies equally to men
and women; in practice, reason and
practicality should inform a family
how to share these responsibilities. It
is unlikely that a father will have to
miss putting on tefillin one day
because he is too busy tending to his
children. But he might legitimately put
them on later and miss minyan
because a child is sick.

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

mailto:brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
mailto:info@eretzhemdah.org
mailto:beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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70 PERSPECTIVES
BUT ONLY ONE TORAH

by Dr. Meir Tamari  

GALUT and GEULA
Ever since the Emancipation but even
more significantly in our times, words
such as anti-Semitism, persecution,
pogrom, suffering have become
acceptable as descriptions of Jewish
history. A popular novelist author
summed this up as, "the black horse of
Jewish history" and saw it as a reason
for abandoning Judaism. Parshat
Sh'mot rejects all of this. 

The Brit bein HaBetarim included 400
years of galut, and foretold that Israel
would be enslaved and suffer there, yet
our parsha devotes little time to this. A
mere 14 verses (Sh'mot 1:8-22) sums it
up. It seems that our fathers were not
slaves in the pattern of the ancient
world nor in that of the African
tribesmen of the 17-19th centuries. The
slavery in Egypt was more like some
form of feudal life. Israel, it seems,
while enslaved still lived as a social
and communal entity in a separate and
specified territory, Goshen. Family and
tribal life continued, even if it was
interrupted and under constant attack
by the Egyptian overlords. The Torah
tells us that they were not without
property, had fields, crops cattle and
sheep, while the stories of Datan and
Aviram in the Aggada tell of Jewish-
Egyptian commercial partnerships.

On Pesach,. the Haggada which we
read, does not deal primarily or at

length with the slavery but rather with
the redemption. So too, Jewish thought
and emphasis, even in the prolonged
galut has always been on the expec-
tation of geula rather than of the
horrors and suffering.

In many different places, the Tanach
warns Israel of the droughts, plagues,
natural disasters etc. which will be
brought on them for disobeying
Hashem - but the ultimate punishment
will be galut. Naturally, our reaction to
this is a definition of galut as a bad
economic, political or social place - yet
this has often been incorrect. Both in
the days of Bayit Sheini and the
Mishna, Jewish life in Bavel and Persia
was more prosperous and often safer
than in Eretz Yisrael. For hundreds of
years Jews lived well in Spain or in
Germany or in Eastern Europe before
persecution and destruction. In the
galut, there were centuries in which we
lived prosperous lives, in which there
great centers of learning and important
spiritual and halachic works were
written.

Irrespective of whether the places were
safe for Jews or not, and irrespective of
whether they were centers of piety and
learning or not, throughout the
centuries all countries outside of Eretz
Yisrael were considered as galut. The
basis for this is the promise repeatedly
given to the Avot that the nation which
they founded was given this piece of
territory in eternity on which they were
to establish the Holy Nation, the
Kingdom of Kohanim. The land itself
had similarly been chosen by G-d at the
very creation to serve that holy purpose
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so that it, like the nation, possess an
intrinsic holiness not shared with any
other territory. There is no prophecy,
no direct revelation to human beings
outside this country and there are
special mitzvot that apply only (t)here.
Kingship providing national unity and
a Mikdash providing national worship
can only be established (t)here.
However, we learn from the 2nd
paragraph of Sh'ema that T'filin and
Mezuza, both mitzvot haguf are, like
all the mitzvot, meant to be observed in
Eretz Yisrael. The verse concerning
them says "in order that you shall
remember" to which Rashi comments,
"their observance in exile is only meant
to keep their memory alive so that they
may later be kept in their destined
place." The holiness of the Jewish
People exists, albeit in a reduced form,

even when it lives outside of Eretz
Yisrael.
All this makes it clear and fundamental
that any place other than this destined
land must be an exile, a galut. The Jews
of Bavel, when Jewish life was richer
in all respects that that of Eretz Yisrael
and when they had self-government
under the Reish Galuta of the Davidic
dynasty, nevertheless recognized that
they were in galut. They sent their
money to support the weak life in Eretz
Yisrael and sent their sons to learn
Torah there. Their example was
followed by all the communities
throughout the centuries. Harav
Shimshon Rafael Hirsch, with all the
admiration he had for German culture
and the life his separatist kehila was
creating there, reminded them that the
River Rhine was not the Jordan; neither
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Not exactly the very
beginning of Moshe's
life, but Sh'mot 2:4 is
very close to the 120

year life of Moshe Rabeinu:
:F«l d¤Ur̈«¥IÎd©n d¾̈r ¥c§l wŸ®gẍ «¥n F zŸg£̀ a¬©S ©z«¥Y©e
Yocheved gave birth to him, hid him
for three months, prepared his water-
proof basket, and floated him on the
Nile. But Miriam watched over him at
this very early point in his life.

Æx ¤W£̀ d®¤WŸn§M l¥̀ ẍ §U¦i §A cF ²r `i¬¦ap̈ m¸̈wÎ «̀Ÿl §e
 :mi«¦pR̈Îl ¤̀  mi¦pR̈ ' ½d Fŕc̈§i

And this pasuk from the very end of his
life is a GM of the above pasuk. BALANCE

are the Thames nor the St. Lawrence
nor the Hudson.

The Jew took an oath not to rebel
against the nations through massive
ailya without their consent. Cyrus
consented so the Jews returned and
built Bayit Sheini; some remained
suffered from Haman. 

In our times the nations have consented
3 times, Balfour Declaration, League of
Nations and U.N. So galut can be
terminated immediately by massive
aliya since there is no longer the vow
preventing massive aliya and redemp-
tion.

Ed. note: Not to contradict the above,
the other way of looking as our oaths
not being binding, is that the nations of
the world violated their oath, that went

hand-in-hand with ours. And that was,
not to overly-oppress the Jewish People
- No one can claim that that oath was
not violated over and over again.



Schocketino
Catering

Un d e r th e
supervision

of
u-Israel

Mehadrin

Pareve
and

Meat
menu

Call
052-855-1538

Brit,
Ba r/Ba t M itzva
S h e va  Bra ch o t
Anniversary

Fa mi ly g a th e rin g
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Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com

http://www.nachmankahana.com


JERUSALEM GEOGRAPHY II
More interesting Street Names
in the Holy City
HaNassi shul - 24 Ussishkin
25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students

G Jan 6 at 8pm HaLev Ha-Ivri (Schlesinger) St.

TIME'S RUNNING OUT for Sunday, Jan14
PREMIER OF DESTINY'S LATEST FILM
"DISTORTIONS & ILLUSIONS 1920-1929"

Cinema City, Jerusalem at 8PM

Advance ticket - 100NIS • At the door 120NIS

All participants will receive DVD of film worth 100NIS

This film will show how the world affected the
Jewish comminutes of the United States,

Palestine/Israel, and Eastern Europe in the
decade of The Jazz Age, and how the Jews

affected the world. The parallels to 2017 in the
USA are truly striking. Don't miss it.

Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54
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Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

The Torah reading of this week
introduces us to the figure and
person that will dominate all of
Jewish life - and perhaps world
civilization as well - for eternity.
Though the Torah tells us of Moshe’s
birth, salvation from the crocodile
infested Nile River, and his early life
as the adopted son of the daughter
of the Pharaoh, including the
incident of his smiting of the
Egyptian taskmaster, which causes
him to flee Egypt, it then tells us
almost nothing of the ensuing
decades of his life.

Where did he flee? How did he
occupy himself for over half of his
life? How did he arrive at the well in
the land of Midyan? Probably the
greatest question of all is why did
the Lord choose him to be the
redeemer of Israel and the greatest
lawgiver of all time. 

The Torah itself is silent on all of
these matters, even though one
could think that this knowledge
would be vital to understanding the
biblical narrative itself. Nevertheless,
Midrash attempts to answer some, if
not all, of these questions in its holy
and many times allegorical method-
ology. 

It makes Moshe a king over tribes in
Africa, it grants him years of study
and holy meditation and it attempts
to give us a picture of the great
prophet-in-waiting until the mo-
ment of his calling arrives. I have
always wondered why the Torah
itself makes no mention or descrip-
tion of these crucial years in a
lifetime and development of Moshe.
It allows him to emerge full-blown as
the great prophet and leader of
Israel without any preparatory
background as to why he was
chosen.

The Torah does however tell us of an
incident where Moshe physically
intervenes to protect the daughters
of Yitro from the discrimination and
persecution of the male shepherds

mailto:nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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www.gabairealestate.com
ACROSS FROM FIRST STATION, pastoral and
green, lovely 150m, 3-bedroom, 2.5 bathrooms,
private entrance, breathtaking view of Har
HaBayit from a 40m terrace

KIRYAT SH'MUEL, HA'ARI, 60m, 3 rooms,
ground floor with wheelchair access, balcony,
great for investment or residence

GERMAN COLONY, HILDESHEIMER - Private
gated complex, large well manicured courtyard,
gorgeous penthouse of 160m on one level, 
3 spacious bedrooms, succah balconies of 35m
total, add. building rights for 84m interior and
92m balcony, elevator, 2 parking spots, storage

EFRAT – New on the market in Zayit! Brand new
cottage with over 200m in the popular Village
project, upgraded 5 bedroom property plus
basement and parking. Large outside space, great
view, perfect family home. Asking 3,100,000NIS

OLD KATAMON - New on the market! 92m, 
4 rooms including master en suite, completely
renovated, second floor, 2 balconies, well lit.
Asking 3,200,000NIS

NACHALAT ACHIM, Ibn Sapir - New on the
market! New building, parking, storage, Shabbat
elevator, Sukka balcony with breath-taking view,
3 bedrooms incl. one en suite, asking $1,050,000

SAIDOFF - over 130m, 3 spacious bedrooms,
large living area, upgraded kitchen, 21st floor,
exceptional views, pool, gym, 24-hr guard, shul in
the building. Walking distance to Shaarei Chesed,
Nachlaot and the Kotel, storage and parking

SHAAREI CHESED/NACH. ACHIM – RARE
private semi-attached house of 260m, on a 260m
lot, beautifully reconstructed, 5 bedrooms, 4 full
baths, private roof, huge garden, separate
entrance for added unit, short walk to KKL St.,
Wolfson, Mahane Yehuda, etc.

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.comNo'ach,, Avraham, Rachel, and His covenant

at the well in Midyan. Moshe stands
up for the rights of strangers whom
he does not know at the time.
Moshe, among his all other Godly
characteristics, has an extreme sense
of right and wrong, of protecting the
downtrodden and reining in the
powerful. It is this sense that drove
him to smite the Egyptian task-
master who was unmercifully beat-
ing the Jewish slave. 

No matter what happened to Moshe
in the intervening years of his life,
from that incident to the time that
we see him in Midyan, it is obvious
that that overpowering sense of
justice and rectitude never waned.
This is what will allow him later in his
mission to constantly defend the
Jewish people even from the Lord’s
judgment. He realizes that the
redemption from slavery is a
wrenching and difficult experience. 

That is the reason why the Torah
emphasizes to us that Moshe was a
shepherd immediately prior to
becoming the leader and savior of
Israel. A shepherd by nature must be
a compassionate, patient and forgiv-
ing person. Otherwise the sheep
would never survive his shepherd-
ing. The Torah wants to emphasize
to us that the true spiritual leader of
Israel is humble, self-effacing, patient
and possessed of a burning desire to
replace wrong with right and evil
with goodness. 

http://www.gabairealestate.com
mailto:yaniv@gabairealestate.com
mailto:eliagabai@gmail.com
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Parsha Points to Ponder
Suggested answers
B Da'at Zekainim MiBaalei HaTosfot
explain that the use of the present
tense teaches that, following the
death of Yosef which took place at
the end of the previous parsha, the
Egyptians began to persecute
Yaakov's family as if they were
foreigners who entered their land at
that time. 

C Ohr HaChayim explains that
Par'o's plan was for the Jewish
women to not be aware that the
nurses were killing the child since if
they saw this, it would certainly lead
to a revolt and problems for Par'o.
The nurses were told to determine if
the child was a boy before the mother
could even see if the child was alive
and then, after killing the child, they
would say that the baby was born
dead and the mothers would not
realize that anyone killed their son.
(This also explains why Par'o wanted
the girls to live. If all children were
being born dead this would definitely
expose the plot)

D The Kli Yakar answers that the
separation between their SIGHING
and CRYING OUT teaches that they
could not cry out publicly over the
hard work and the way the Egyptians
were treating them because this
would lead to even harsher
conditions. So they explained that
their crying was over the recent death
of the king, which is described in the
beginning of the same verse. 
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FOR RENT OLD KATAMON - Rachel Imeinu St.
beautiful penthouse, 4.5 rooms, Shabbat elevator, 2 large
terraces of 30m, renovated, parking, exclusive, 9800NIS/mo
KATAMONIM CLOSE TO THE MESILA PARK - 3
rooms, 3rd fl, process of tama 38, view, quiet, 1,650,000NIS

RECHAVIA - Nice 2.5 rooms, 60m, stone building,
elevator, quiet, potential to make 3 rooms, quiet, good deal!
1,990,000NIS

ARNONA - Beautiful, 3 rooms, modern building, Shabbat
elevator, balcony with view, bright, storageroom, parking,
exclusive, 2,190,000NIS

HEART OF OLD KATAMON - 3 rooms + separate unit,
ground fl, acess w/o stairs, exit to garden, renovated, great
investment! quiet, exclusive, 2,550,000NIS

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLECH -
Beautiful 4 rooms, 108m, in small new building, Shabbat
elevator, Succah balcony, master bedroom, bright,
storageroom, parking, rare!
OLD KATAMON - great new penthouse, 5 rooms, 170m,
small modern building, Shabbat elevator, large terrace,
50m living room, 4 directions, 2 parking slots, storage
room, exclusive

CHIZUK ! IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim  

The first pasuk of this week's parsha
begins with a laconic statement: "These
are the names of the sons of Israel who
came into Egypt. Every man came
together with his household."

This English translation makes perfect
sense, and yet when one carefully reads
the original Hebrew wording a gram-
matical question presents itself, since at
first the verse is written in present tense,
whereas towards the end it switches into
past tense: The sons of Israel HABA'IM
MITZRAIMA - who are coming into
Egypt, ISH UVEITO BA-U - they came
together with their household - past
tense. 

Rav Mordechai Ilan (1917-1981)
suggests that this hints to a serious
change of mind which took place over
the years. When Am Yisrael initially
arrived in Egypt they viewed themselves
as temporary residents - they were
merely BA'IM MITZRAIMA - just
coming through. Only after Yosef and
the entire first generation died, when
they became "abundant, multiplied and
grew exceedingly mighty" did things
begin to change. As a result of their
growth they began to spread out all over
Egypt, and the second generation, born
in Egypt, began to see themselves as
permanent residents, truly belonging in
their surroundings. 
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Kupat Cholim Maccabi patients also in kupa clinics

When Yosef's brothers had first arrived
in Egypt they declared: "We have come
to sojourn in Egypt" (B'reishit 47:4). As
the Chizkuni explains, they were
stressing that they had come only to find
temporary refuge from the hunger pangs
of the famine - not to settle! 

However, once they had uprooted their
entire families and resettled in their new
location, it was difficult to turn the clock
back…

The Kli Yakar explains that this sin
should be seen as the source of that
which came later: Hashem had decreed
to Avraham KI GER YIHYEH
ZAR'ACHA, your children will be
sojourners (temporary residents) (15:13),
and now they went against the divine
will wishing to establish permanent
residency. Naturally, with this new status
came new spiritual challenges. As they
became more established and "the land
became filled with them", they now tried
to immerse themselves more fully in the
surrounding Egyptian culture, and as a
result maintaining their unique identity
and customs became much more
difficult. Once they had "made it" in
Egypt, and felt that this was their new
homeland; once they began imagining
that they were there to stay - inevitably
something had to happen: "Vayakom
Melech Chadash Al Mitzrayim", a new
king rose up in Egypt. Perhaps this was
really a new king, or, as the rabbis
debated, the Torah may be describing the
manner in which the very same monarch

decided to embark upon a new political
path. 

While it had become difficult for the
Jews to leave their new home, it was
even harder for the Egyptians to accept
them as equals. In Sh'mot 1:9 we find
Par'o stating: "Behold the people of the
children of Israel are too many and too
mighty for us." Notice the "us" and
"them" dichotomy.

Rav Yosef Ber Soloveitchik zt"l noted
that: "The Egyptians spoke of the Jews
as outsiders even though they had lived
over a hundred years in Egypt, and Yosef
had enriched their country… no matter
how long they were in Egypt, they were
still viewed as outsiders."

Unfolding his new anti-semitic policies,
Par'o surely explained that the current
generation no longer shared Yosef's
qualities. In the words of Rav Shlomo
Ganzfried, author of the Kitzur Shulchan
Aruch, in his Torah commentary
"Apiryon", Par'o claimed that "These are
not the same Jews I remember. I can tell
that they have changed, therefore I will
change my policies towards them as
well."

As long as the Jewish People preserved
their original perspective of seeing
themselves as HABA'IM, (merely
coming or passing through), they were
respected. Once their attitude changed to
one of "We are here to stay and be like
you", things changed, and not for the
better...
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A.B.L.E. - ADVANCED BETTER
LIVING FOR THE ELDERLY

We offer:
Assistance in coping with aging issues:
health conditions, physical and/or
mental impairment
Assistance to children coping with aging
parents
Navigation of social services
Assistance in finding a more appropriate
environment if necessary
Assistance in finding a home aide

Shelli Frimer, Geriatric Social Worker
054-4475781 • ABLE.Shelli@gmail.com

•

•

•
•

•

Par'o's Anti-Semitic decrees ultimately
led to our Exodus from Egypt and
propelled us to begin the journey back to
Eretz Yisrael.

The Kli Yakar notes, that they had struck
root in the land to such an extent that a
Yad Chazaka was needed in order to
extricate them from it, and those who
wished to remain perished in the three
days of darkness. 

The Torah teaches us, in order that we
may learn from our mistakes. The
message sent by Hashem to Jews in
Egypt was: When in Galut, know that
you are only passing through. Once you
start thinking that you are there
permanently, start getting too comfort-
able, and become complacent - watch
out! Unfortunately, not all contemporary
Jewry have internalized this message.

In modern times we have sadly seen too
many instances in which a Jewish
mini-exodus has been triggered by
Pharaoh-like anti-semitic actions. The
latest case in point has been that of
French Jewry. The 2011 Arab-Spring
riots fomented a great deal of unrest
amongst Muslim residents throughout
Europe. Ever since, France has seen a
serious increase in anti-semitic incidents,
and as attacks on Jews all over France

became pronounced, Aliyah of French
Jewry has increased.  

Finally, after two thousand years we all
can "come home", and no longer feel that
we are outsiders!

If we fail to learn from past experience
modern history will surely repeat itself
yet again. 

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh

mailto:ABLE.Shelli@gmail.com
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

The Oldest 'Snow Baby'
The birth in Tennessee of Emma Wren
Gibson was heralded as a significant
milestone and she became famous
before she had even opened her eyes
and took her first breath. The reason
was that she was born after having
been frozen for 25 years. To be exact,
SHE had not been frozen but the
frozen egg that was the beginning of
her life was frozen two and a half
decades ago. The embryo itself was
created by a couple and frozen; it was
then purchased by another young
couple who were having fertility
issues. This fertilized egg from 1992
was thawed in March and transferred
to Tina Gibson who herself is 26 years
old. She carried the pregnancy and
delivered a healthy baby girl, Emma, a
couple of weeks ago. The mother joked
that her daughter and her are really
about the same age and, in other
circumstances, could have been good
friends.

This is thought to be the longest
period of time between conception
and birth in the case of a frozen
embryo, and this shows that freezing,
even for extended periods, does not
seem to have an adverse effect on the
fertilized eggs. We could have
imagined that the eggs would be
damaged by being frozen for a long

time, but this appears not to be the
case and egg and embryo freezing is a
safe procedure. Sometimes children
born this way are called 'snow babies'
since they were frozen before being
born, and this is not a new
phenomenon. The first case was
reported in Australia in 1983 and the
first successful birth was one year
later. However there had always been a
question as to how long the embryos
can be frozen without being damaged.
As time progresses embryos are being
thawed and used after longer and
longer periods of being frozen and this
“record” stands to be broken as older
embryos will be used .

There is no ethical or halachic problem
with freezing eggs or fertilized eggs in
this case. But there is another issue
here; the couple purchased an embryo
that was discarded or not needed by
the couple who produced it from their
own genetic material. This case does
raise other ethical issues; who owns
these embryos? This is particularly
significant in cases where the couple
have divorced and one of the parents
wants to use the embryos while the
other wants them destroyed. Who has
the right to sell embryos and can they
be bought and sold like any other
commodity ? More on this next week .

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman

http://www.puahonline.org
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Mazal Tov to
Norman & Gail Brainin

and family
on the marriage of their son

Torah MiTzion was established with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around the
globe. Over the past twenty two years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host
communities through a network of Religious Zionist Kollels. 
These Divrei Torah originally appeared in Torah Mitzion's weekly publication, Shabbat MiTzion

The Nation of the Book and of the Family by Rabbi Yaakov Meir

Have you ever read a book in which
pages from a different book had
mistakenly been pasted? Sometimes
one doesn’t notice the problem right
away, but after a few lines of the
“transplanted” text the reader suddenly
finds himself in an altogether different
world.

This strange sort of feeling arises upon
reading the opening verses of the Book
of Sh'mot: “These are the names of the
children of Israel who came to Egypt
with Yaakov; each man coming with his
household: Reuven, Shimon, Levi,
Yehuda…”

The transition from the Book of B'reishit
to the Book of Sh'mot is clearly defined.
B'reishit is about individuals and a
family, while Sh'mot is a Book about a
nation. The first time that the Torah
uses the concept of “Am Yisrael” – or,
more precisely, “Am Bnei Yisrael” (“the
nation of the children of Israel”) is in the
ninth verse of the Book of Sh'mot.

Flouting the distinction we have just
noted between the two Books, Sefer
Sh'mot begins with “the names of the

children of Israel who came to Egypt
with Yaakov, each man coming with his
household: Reuven, Shimon, Levi,
Yehuda, Yissachar, Zevulun, Binyamin,
Dan, Naftali, Gad, and Asher”. The text
speaks here not of a nation, but rather
of individuals and families; we get the
impression that this is a continuation of
the same Book. And this sense is only
strengthened by the fact that these
verses appear almost verbatim at the
end of B'reishit: “These are the names of
the children of Israel who came to
Egypt, Yaakov and his sons: Yaakov’s
firstborn was Reuven…”.

If someone were to postulate that the
Torah had to repeat this closing section
of B'reishit in order to create some
connection between the two Books, a
quick reference to the beginning of
Vayikra is enough to demonstrate that
the Torah launches there into the laws
of sacrifices without any superfluous
introduction, and with no attempt to
connect the text to the end of Sh'mot.
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Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA - New garden apt, 4 bedrooms, 128m, quiet,
sunny, fully renovated, master bedrrom, 2 parking,
storage, private a/c & heat systems
ARNONA - 4 bedroom apt. 126m on one level, luxury
property, 2 parking, storage, Shabbat elevator, balcony
with view of the Old City, only 3,415,000NIS
TALBIEH - amazing deal - 1.5 bedrooms, 2nd floor,
66m, central location, walking distance to Old City and
Mamilla, renting at 4500 - only 1,695,000NIS
ARNONA - the best 3 bedroom on the market. 100m,
2nd floor, huge living room, elevator, parking, storage,
balcony, quiet, renovated, a/c, private heating, en suite,
small bldg.
OLD KATAMON - HaPortzim St. 3 bedroom apt. 2nd
floor, amazing renovations, en suite, sukka balcony, good
location, close to shuls, serious seller.
Baka - Amazing townhouse, 5 bedrooms, first floor,
private entrance, 2 sukka balconies, storage, private
parking - only 3,550,000NIS
BAKA - Very good for young couple or investment, 3
bedroom apt. ground floor, easy access, 75m, central
location, close to shuls, park. Only 1,850,000

077-215-1200

Why, then, does the Torah introduce
Sefer Sh'mot – the Book of the nation –
with a return to Sefer B'reishit – the
Book of individuals and the family?

The answer appears simple, but it
carries an important message. 

When building a nation, no matter how
important that nation will be, the
individual and the family must be kept
in mind. Those regimes that tried to
break apart the family unit in order to
build, on its ruins, a nation or a Party,
failed spectacularly. The Torah intro-
duces the Book of Sh'mot, the Book of
the nation, with a few verses concern-
ing the family –- not in order to recall
the Book of B'reishit, but rather to
guide the way for Sefer Sh'mot: the
building of the nation entails the
building of the family.

Anyone who is engaged as an emissary
of the nation must internalize this
message, so as not to forget or neglect
his own family. Investment in and
attention to the institution of family
does not come at the expense of the
nation; on the contrary - it contributes,
in the most profound sense, to building
the nation. 

ttRIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (VAYCHI) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: __ ___ ____ L'MITZVOT

Famous statement in Pirkei Avot, with
different ages being associated with
different things. This one is BEN
SH'LOSH ESREI L'MITZVOT. In other
words, BAR MITZVA (13 years old).

2+50 (52) + 300+30+300 (630) + 70+
300+200+5 (575) = 1257.

http://www.rabbisholomgold.com
http://www.jerusalem-management.com
http://www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
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Hot Off the Press: For Sale in Hardcopy in Hebrew or English
Please specify

Shocking Comprehensive Study (260 pages):
SCHOOLBOOKS OF THE PALESTINIAN

AUTHORITY (PA) & UNRWA: ATTITUDES TO
THE JEWS, TO ISRAEL AND TO PEACE

Publisher: The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center
Research Underwritten by: The Simon Wiesenthal Center

Produced by The Center for Near East Policy Research
To receive a copy, Send donation to:
Center for Near East Policy Research
POB 71098 • Jerusalem 91719 Israel

or by paypal, credit card to: israelbehindthenews.com/donations

[2] Judah Loew ben Bezalel  
• 19 Ethiopia Street 
• 30 Yosef Ben Matityahu Street

Judah Loew ben Bezalel is the Maharal
of Prague. One of his pen names is GUR
ARYEH, a phrase that is found in
Parshat Vaychi. 19 Ethiopia Street is the
address of Yeshivat IMREI SHEFER, a
phrase that comes from Vaychi. 30
Yosef ben Matit- yahu Street is the
address of Yeshivat PORAT YOSEF,
another phrase from Vaychi.

[3] We also asked about a long sedra
with a short haftara and vice versa

Parshat R'ei is not the longest sedra, but
it ranks 4th longest in the Torah
measured in lines in a Sefer Torah. It's
haftara is 12 p'sukim - one of the
shortest. 

Haazinu's 52 p'sukim is matched with a
51 pasuk haftara. 

Longest reading without a haftara
might be the 8th day of Chanuka. We
have to double-check these answers.
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

PLEASE NOTE: We are experimenting with a new time for the video programs
This change is being made because of scheduling difficulties • Video programs will

take place in the MAIN HALL, and begin at 2:00pm (unless otherwise stated)

MON Jan 8th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 2 hrs - subtitles
Partisans of Vilna - Excellent documentary explores the Jewish
resistance during World War II. Recounts the moral dilemmas facing
the Jewish youth who organized an underground resistance in the
Vilna ghetto and fought as partisans in the forests. Interviews with
former partisans; rare archival footage. Terrific film!

TUE Jan 9th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½ hrs - subtitles
Fill the Void - Deeply affecting Israeli film about chassidic
family. Shira is thrilled about the match made for her. Tragedy
strikes, wedding off, family in turmoil and anguish. Shira faces
painful dilemma. Many awards; wildly popular; story will remain
with you.

WED Jan 10th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½ hrs - subtitles
Noodle - Beautiful Israeli film. Miri, an El Al flight attendant, by
sad circumstance, has care of a Chinese boy. Desperately tries to
unite the boy with his mother, going up against Israeli and Chinese
bureaucracy. Although separated by language, Miri and the boy
have a common goal and develop a warm relationship. Praised by
critics and audiences, film is a gem that will make you laugh and cry
and will warm your heart.

THU Jan 11th - 12:30pm • LIBRARY • 1 hr
Lost Episodes of Victor Borge - Madcap merriment from 
“The Great Dane”, “The Clown Prince of Denmark”. Enjoy extremely
clever and very funny musical performances.



UPCOMING
THU, January 18th • 8:00pm

Islam Today: Would
Even the Rambam 
Agree that it is
Avoda Zara?
Torah source sheets provided

Menachem Gottlieb
Admission 20NIS
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Gemach - Free Loan Society
The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association

providing interest-free loans for people in
financial distress (living in the J'lem area)

Interviews at the Center
• Bring ID •

Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15

SHIUR SPONSORS
Mrs. Smiles's shiur (Tue Jan 2)

sponsored by Ziva & David Katz and
family in memory of Ziva's FATHER z"l

l"f mgpn oa miig
on his SH'LOSHIM, 15 Tevet

Dr. Zornberg's shiur (Thu Jan 4)
sponsored in memory of

Irene Chazan d"r ikcxn za lgx dig
on her 8th yahrzeit

by the Chazan, Silberg, and Abrahams
families

Rabbi Taub's shiur (Thu Jan 4)
sponsored by Rosalyn Safer

in loving memory of her husband
Josef Safer l"f mdxa` oa dcedi mixt`

on his yahrzeit, 13 Tevet

Rabbi Breitowitz's Sunday shiur
sponsored by Mel & Pessy Krausz David

Please join us at the OU Israel Center in wishing Mel
a refuah shleima: Menachem Mendel ben Toba Rivka

Love Yourself, Heal Your Life!
sponsored by Zeesi Smulowitz & Bryna

Franklin in Loving memory of their Dear
Friend, Joan Hillel a"h, who loved life

and was always a positive thinker

Rabbi Sprecher's shiur (Sun Jan 7)
is dedicated to the memory of
Rabbi Sprecher's father-in-law

wicv l"f dxty oa xy` 'x

To sponsor a shiur, call Chana (02) 560-9128

ASARA B'TEVET
LIMUD & T'FILA

sponsored in loving memory of

Joe Polansky z"l
l"f dnly awri x"a xi`n sqei l`xyi

on his yahrzeit, 11 Tevet

Fast begins: 5:20am • ends: 5:13pm
See p.37 for other shiurim of the day

2:30pm
Does Halacha Ever
Permit Euthanasia

Shiur by
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

3:45pm
Slow-paced Mincha

followed by
Mini-Shiur by Phil

5:05pm Maariv
Fast-breaking refreshments

p

Tuesday - January 9th @ 8pm

Off The Wall Comedy Presents:
David Kilimnick's

Stand-Up Comedy Show

The Honest Rabbi: Congregants
and What They Do Wrong

Along with the many honest rabbis
found at the OU, David puts on his rabbi

hat and addresses the issues of the
Jewish community. From synagogue to
family life, to celebration, to holidays, to
halachot, to living in Israel, Rabbi David

approaches the need for less
'naynaynaying' at these Happy Minyans

David was honored to be the first Israeli
to make it to the finals of the 'Funniest

Person in the World' Contest.

Entrance: 25nis
mem OU Israel
30nis - students, 
soldiers & seniors
40nis - others

OU Israel Center
22 Keren Hayesod
Reservations:
050-875-5688
www.davidkilimnick.com

http://www.davidkilimnick.com


OU Israel Center TT 1258  O  page 62  \  SH'MOT 5778

Pyramids under a hot sun = descent
into Egypt... and are a symbol of slave
labor, both ours and other enslaved
peoples • Lettuce is MAROR from the
Seder table. It relates to the pasuk
which describes the Egyptian's
embittering the lives of Bnei Yisrael.
Lettuce, explains the Talmud Yeru-
shalmi, is a kind of vegetable that is
tasty when picked ripe. The longer it
stays in the ground, the more bitter it
becomes. That is what happened to the
people of Israel. They started out in
Egypt with a good, sweet life. The
longer they stayed in the "ground", the
more bitter their lives became. Lettuce,
therefore, is the preferred choice of
vegetable • That same pasuk con-
tinues to specify the work with bricks
(see the trowel and bricks) • and the
field work (the planting of the seedling)
• Combining: The ball and chain
represent enslavement • Davka
Graphics of baby Moshe floating on the
Nile with sister Miriam watching over
him • Another Davka Graphics of Moshe
at the Bush. Point the sheep out to your
children and ask them if they know any
of the stories about sheep. Don't
restrict the discussion to Moshe; extend
it back to the Avot • See the MATEH,
Moshe's staff? • The three signs that G-d
gave Moshe to catch Par'o's attention.

The Staff that turned into a snake • the
hand that turned leprous like snow
(represented by the snowman) • and
the turning of water into blood (4
common bloodtypes: A, B, AB, O) • The
goal of the Exodus: the land flowing
with milk and honey - Parshat Sh'mot is
the first of 14 times the phrase ERETZ
ZAVAT CHALAV UDVASH occurs in
Tanach • Letter with 57.6cm on it is a
pun for Bat Par'o "sending her AMA" •
See the "borrowed" gold and silver
vessels... • George Bush is for the
Burning Bush • Above the sheep is a
screen image of TURTLE GRAPHICS...
(remember that?) Pictured is the screen
turtle cursor having "drawn" a straight
line. Allowing for misspellings, we find
in the haftara of Sh'mot twice, the
phrase: TZAV LATZAV TZAV LATZAV
KAV LAKAV KAV LAKAV... TZAV (spelled
TZADI-VET) is a turtle and KAV
(KUF-VAV) is a line • Naftali Bennett and
the referee combine to the taunt of
Datan and Aviram to Moshe - who
appointed you as SAR V'SHOFEIT •
Super 8 is a motel in the U.S. Here it
represents the MALON (lodgings) that
Moshe and family stayed at on their
way from Midyan back to Egypt, where
the famous emergency Brit Mila took
place • The Xed out straw is for when
Par'o denied the enslaved Israelites the
straw necessary to make bricks and
required them to collect their own, but
without reducing the quota of bricks
they were to supply • The shofar in the
bottom right is from the haftara, a
pasuk we are acquainted with from
Yeshayahu, from the Rosh HaShana
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Mazal Tov to
Shmuel & Rhonda Sackett

and family
on the marriage of their daughter

Musaf and from the song with these
words • The picture in the upper-right
corner of the ParshaPix, is a photo of a
baby (and not just any baby!) in
MID-YAWN (Midyan, get it?) • At the
bottom to the left of the shofar is a
dough encased hot dog which in Israel
is called a MOSHE BATEIVA, hence its
inclusion in the ParshaPix for Parshat
Sh'mot (Franks in jackets was its polite
name in English) • The book with a P on
it is a P-tome, as in one of the supply
cities the Israelites were forced to build

FROM AMATA
TO GOD'S HANDS
We all learned in kindergarten about
the daughter of Par'o who went to
bathe by the banks of the Nile and
saw a basket floating there in the

rushes. The verse says that she sent
"AMATAH" to get the basket (2:5).
The word AMATAH is unusual. Rashi
and Ibn Ezra say the literal
translation of AMATAH is "her slave
girl". But Rashi also brings a
midrashic interpretation (Sota 12b)
that AMATAH means "her hand".
[This debate over the definition of the
word also has bearings on the
grammar/nikud of the word and the
pronunciation. I won't go in to that
here. I'm sure that Phil could explain
grammatical things much better than
I could].

One thing for sure is that most of us
remember this midrash since we
learned it in kindergarten, that Batya
(Bitya), Paro's daughter stretched out
her hand to grab the basket and a
miracle occurred and her hand grew
long enough to reach the basket.  

This year I learned something new
related to this verse from the
teachings of the Rebbe Mendel of
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zn`d oiic jexa
Heartfelt Condolences to

David & Talia Lebor
Rina & Yacov Kaufman

and their families
on the passing of

David and Rina’s mother
Bessie (`y`a) Lebor d"r

Shiva until Monday morning
at Ha’ari 14/1, Jerusalem

milyexie oeiv ila` x`y jeza mkz` mgpi mewnd

Kotzk. Batya was far from the
basket. She could not have naturally
reached the basket just by stretching
out her hand. So wasn't it a futile
action for her to even try to stretch
out her hand towards the basket?
The Kotzker Rebbe says 'No'. We
learn from Batya's example that we
should never assume that a task is
impossible. We should always try our
best, even if we think the odds are
against us being successful. We
must give it our utmost - the rest is in
God's hands. 

HERE'S A VERY EASY cookie
recipe (with oil - not butter or
margarine) that can be used for any
shapes, but this week try making
cookies in the shape of hands - like
Batya's hands that saved Moshe.
After rolling out the dough, place
your clean hand flat on the dough
and trace around it. 

HAND COOKIES
2 eggs

2/3 cup oil

3/4 cup sugar

2 tsp vanilla

2-2½ cups flour

2 tsp baking powder

2 Tbsp cocoa (optional)

Mix first four ingredients. Add the
flour and baking powder. If you want
chocolate cookies add the cocoa.
Roll out and cut out shapes. Bake at
180°C for 8-10 minutes. They will
come out looking soft and will harden
as they cool down. N

by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Purity of Speech
Adapted from Ein Eyah vol. I, p. 81

Solomon, the wisest of men, cautioned:
“The tongue has power over death and
life” (Mishlei 18:21).

In prayer, we elevate our power of
speech, as we express holy thoughts
and aspirations. And when we
conclude the Amida, we add a special
prayer: that we may maintain this
purity of speech throughout the day.
This short prayer was composed by the
fourth-century scholar Mar, son of
Ravina:

dn̈ §x ¦n x¥A ©C ¦n i ©zẗ §UE ,rẍ ¥n i¦pFW §l xFv §p ,i ©dŸl' ¡̀

“My God, guard my tongue from evil
and my lips from speaking deceitfully.”
(B'rachot 17a)
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Happy Birthday, Verna Happy Birthday, SaraT

Kindness is a language
the deaf can hear

and the blind can see
(Mark Twain)

What is the difference between
speaking evil and speaking deceitfully?

Two Pitfalls of Communication
This prayer uses two different words for
“language”: lashon and safa. These two
words, Rav Kook explained, correspond
to two aspects of speech:

The inner meaning of our words, the
message we intend to communicate;

Their external “attire” - how our words
are interpreted by others.

The word lashon literally means
“tongue“. As indicated by the tongue’s
location inside the mouth, lashon refers
to the inner intent of our speech.

Safa, on the other hand, literally means
“lip“. This refers to the external aspect
of speech, how our words are under-
stood by others. It is called safa since
the lips help form the sounds of speech
outside the mouth.

There are two major pitfalls in speech,
and we ask for Divine guidance in both

areas. The first issue relates to the
intention and content of our words.
Speech that is meant to be manipula-
tive or hurtful is clearly wrong. We pray
that our lashon - the intent of our
speech - should be sincere and free of
malicious motives. “Guard my tongue
from evil.”

The second pitfall concerns the second
aspect of communication: how we are
understood by others. If we do not
express ourselves clearly, our words will
fail to convey our true intent. Some-
times we may be tempted to prevari-
cate and deceive others. Therefore we
pray that our safa - the external
expression of our speech - will not be
misleading or duplicitous. “And guard
my lips from speaking deceitfully.” 
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Guest article
by Dr Eli Schussheim, 
President of EFRAT (see p.8)

'The little one will become
a thousand...' - Yishayahu 60:22

At the beginning of this week's
Parsha we are presented with a
record of the Jewish people's
descent to Egypt. Binyamin, the
youngest son of Rachel Imeinu, is
listed next to Dan, one of the sons of
Bilha, Rachel's maidservant. This is
not the first instance where we find
these two brothers mentioned
together. In Parshat Vayigash, there
is another example of an association
between them. 

At the beginning of the book of
Sh'mot, the Torah counts the
members of Yaakov's family on their
way down to Egypt. The difference
between the number of Binyamin
and Dan's descendants is striking. At
the time of that counting, Binyamin
had 10 descendants, the greatest

number amongst his brothers. In
contrast Dan was the smallest tribe,
with only 1 son by the name of
'Chushim'. 

It is Dan's son Chushim who is
named in Masechet Sota as a key
participant in the story of Yaakov's
burial in Me'arat HaMachpela. Eisav
arrived to appeal the ownership of
the cave. As the matter was debated,
Chushim who was deaf, could not
understand why the burial of Yaakov
was being delayed. He became so
angry and upset that his grand-
father's honor was being disgraced,
that he hit Eisav with a stick and
killed him.

In Parshat Bamidbar, 212 years after
this first counting, the Jewish people
were counted once more. Again in
this instance, we find Binyamin and
Dan listed one after the other. The
tribe of Dan which had begun with
only 1, on descent to Egypt, had
since grown to 62,700. It was now
the second largest of all the tribes! It
would be logical therefore to assume
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Although it has been raining this week, Baruch HaShem, we still need a lot more - and
it is still appropriate to add VAANEINU in our weekday Amida - in Sh'ma Koleinu. Many
Siddurim do not have it, so we present it here for your use. Check with your Rav when
to still say it and when we should stop saying it.
dN̈ ¦t §Y ©r ¥nFW ,FcFa §M z ©x §c ©d §e Fl §cB̈ ©ri ¦cFd §l l ¥̀ ẍ §U ¦i FO©r §A x ¥gFA ,mi ¦n£g ©xd̈ z ©C ¦n §A ml̈Fr ̀ ¥xFA Ep¥p£r ©e
x ¤WŸr ¥nE Li ¤zFk §x ¦A ¦n Epi ¥cï ` ¥N ©nE ,L¤aEH ¦n FN ªM ml̈Frd̈ z ¤̀  ©ri ¦A §U ©z §e ,dn̈c̈£̀ d̈ i¥p §R l©r xḧn̈E l ©h o ¥Y
Dl̈ d ¥U£r ©e ,zFI¦pr̈ §x ªt i¥pi ¦n lM̈ ¦nE ,zi ¦g §W ©n i¥pi ¦n lM̈ ¦nE ,rẍ xäC̈ lM̈ ¦n Ff dp̈Ẅ l¥v ©d §e xFn §W .L ¤cï z©p §Y ©n
d ¤M§f ¦p §e dk̈ẍ §a i ¥n §W ¦b §A Ep ¥k §xäE ,Epi ¥zFx ¥tE Ep ¥z ῭ Ea §Y lM̈ l©r §e Epi¥lr̈ m ¥g ©x §e qEg .mFlẄ zi ¦x£g ©̀ §e dë §w ¦Y
x¤v ¥i §e ,df̈ ¦aE i ¦a §WE dr̈ẍ dÏ ©g §e ,ar̈ẍ §e a ¤x ¤g §e x¤a ¤C EP ¤O ¦n x ¥qd̈ §e .zFaFH©d mi¦pẄ ©M ,mFlẄ §e r ©aFWë mi¦I ©g §l
ENŸB ¦i §e ,Li¤pẗ §N ¦n zFaFh zFx¥f §B Epi¥lr̈ xFf §bE ,mi ¦Wẅ §e mi ¦rẍ zFrẍF` §nE ,mi ¦Wẅ §e mi ¦rẍ mi ¦il̈g̈ §e rẍd̈

:Ep ¥zN̈ ¦t §Y z ¤̀  oFvẍ §aE mi ¦n£g ©x §A l¥A ©w §e ,mi ¦n£g ©xd̈ z ©C ¦n §A Li¤pÄ m ¦r b ¥d©p §z ¦z §e ,Li ¤zFC ¦n l©r Li ¤n£g ©x

that the tribe of Binyamin would
have grown proportionately i.e.
since Binyamin had started with 10
descendants one may expect his
tribe to number 10 times more than
those of Dan!

It is staggering therefore to learn
that at the time of this second
counting, Binyamin's descendants
numbered only 35,400. Not only was
the tribe of Binyamin not 10 times
the size of Dan but actually it was
significantly smaller. 

We can learn something from this
fascinating association between the
two tribes. The world views a child
with a disability as incapable of
functioning successfully. The world
may even  question the value of this
child's life. We can see this in
particular following pre-natal
testing, which at times reveals the
presence of a disability. Parents may
feel very disillusioned about their
child's future and may even consider
terminating the pregnancy. 

Dan, the son of Yaakov, and his son
Chushim, teach us that this is not the
case. Dan raised Chushim devotedly
despite his limitations. He knew that
Chushim had qualities and instincts
like every other child. And indeed, it
was Chushim who revealed his
personal strengths at Yaakov's burial,
displaying courage and commit-
ment. We see that Chushim's
disability in no way limited the
growth of his tribe. Indeed, Dan's
dynasty was even more successful
and notable than most of the other
tribes despite his humble begin-
nings. As Chazal tell us, an entire
world can be created from one child. 

We must internalize the concept that
every child is a unique gift, we
cannot begin to estimate his value.
We cannot predict the generations
who will come after him or the
imprint that he will make on this
world. The Torah teaches us the
value of every single child, even a
child with a God given disability or
limitation.
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Even fewer siddurim have this prayer - MODIM - to be said, not as part of the Amida,
but as a stand-alone prayer of thanks to HKBH for a good, strong, healthy rain
following a dry period. The guidelines for saying MODIM are not clear cut, and one
should consult a Rav as to when it is appropriate to say. Please note that MODIM might
be said and we might still continue saying VAANEINU, if we still need more rain. 
VAANEINU and MODIM do not contradict each other. VAANEINU is a prayer for rain
when not much has fallen during the rainy season. It expresses our belief that G-d is in
charge of this world and it is to Him only that we pray. It also demonstrates the
seriousness of rainfall. MODIM is an expression of HAKARAT HATOV, gratitude to HKBH
for every drop of rain we are blessed with. Lack of rain is not good for us. Excessive rain
can be harmful as well. We pray for GISHMEI B'RACHA...

Remember to check with a Rav for the appropriateness of saying this MODIM...

Ÿ §c ©xFd ¤W dR̈ ¦h §e dR̈ ¦h lM̈ l ©r Epi ¥zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl'` ¥e Epi «¥dŸl'¡̀  'd Kl̈ Ep §g«©p £̀  mi ¦cFn
Epi «¥zFz §t ¦U §e ,eiN̈©B oFn£d©M dP̈ ¦x Ep«¥pFW §lE ,mÏ ©M dẍi ¦W `¥ln̈ Epi «¦t EN ¦̀ §e .Epl̈
zFUEx §t Epi «¥cï §e , ©g «¥xÏ ©k §e W ¤n«¤X ©M zFxi ¦̀ §n Epi«¥pi¥r §e , ©ri «¦wẍ i ¥a£g §x ¤n §M g ©a«¤W
'd ,L §l zFcFd §l mi ¦wi ¦R §q ©n Ep §g«©p £̀  oi ¥̀  ,zFlÏ ©̀ M̈ zFN ©w Epi«¥l §b ©x §e ,m ¦i «n̈Ẅ i ¥x §W ¦p §M
i ¥t §l ©̀  s¤l«¤̀ ¥n z ©g ©̀  l ©r ,Ep ¥M §l ©n L«¤n §W z ¤̀  K ¥xä §lE ,Epi «¥zFa£̀  i ¥dŸl'` ¥e Epi «¥dŸl'¡̀
Epi «¥zFa£̀  m ¦r z̈i «¦Ur̈ ¤W zF`l̈ §t ¦p §e mi ¦Q ¦p zFaFH ©d ,mi ¦nr̈ §R zFaä §x i ¥A ¦x §e mi ¦tl̈£̀
.Ep «z̈i ¦c §R mi ¦cä£r zi ¥A ¦nE ,Epi «¥dŸl'¡̀  'd ,Ep «Ÿ §l ©̀ §B m ¦i «©x §v ¦O ¦n .mi ¦pẗ §l ¦n Ep «Ö ¦r §e
m ¦il̈¢g ¥nE ,Ep «Ÿ §h©N ¦n x ¤a «¤C ¦nE ,Ep «Ÿ §l ©S ¦d a ¤x«¤g ¥n ,Ep «Ÿ §l ©M §l ¦M räÜ §aE ,Ep «Ÿ §p ©f ar̈ẍ §A
EpE «af̈£r Ÿ̀l §e ,Li «¤n£g ©x EpE «xf̈£r dP̈ «¥d c ©r .Ep «z̈i ¦N ¦C mi ¦pn̈¡̀ ¤p §e mi ¦A ©x ¦e mi ¦rẍ
©gE «x §e ,Ep«Ä Ÿ §b«©N ¦R ¤W mi ¦xä ¥̀  o ¥M l ©r .g ©v« ¤pl̈ ,Epi «¥dŸl'¡̀  'd ,Ep «¥W §H ¦Y l ©̀ §e ,Li «¤cq̈£g
z ¤̀  Ek §xäi ¦e EcFi m ¥d o ¥d ,Epi «¦t §A Ÿ §n «©U x ¤W£̀  oFWl̈ §e ,Epi«¥R ©̀ §A Ÿ §g«©tP̈ ¤W dn̈Ẅ §pE

.zF`c̈Fd ©d aFx l' ¥̀  'd dŸ ©̀  KExÄ .Ep«¥M §l ©n L §n ¦W
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