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By Rabbi Daniel Travis based on 
divrei halachah heard from Rav Az-
riel Aeurbach, Rav Zalman Necha-
miah Goldberg and Rav Yaakov Hil-
lel. For a private appointment with 
the rabbonim in Eretz Yisroel, or to 
send questions, email Rabbi Travis 
at dytravis@actcom.com. Selected 
shailos will be printed in this column. 
The answers given here are the gen-
eral rule, but each case is unique and 
must be referred to a posek.

Question: 

Unpaid Vacations
I work as a contractor for a com-

pany and get paid on a daily basis. 
Technically, I could work every 
workday, but my company makes me 
take a forced vacation for two weeks 
during either November or Decem-
ber. One reason for this “forced 
vacation” is to save money for the 
company. A second reason is that the 
company feels that if someone on 

premises is involved with fraudulent 
activity, after two weeks away from 
the company such a scheme would 
definitely fall apart.

My manager allows me to take off 
for Sukkos and then work during the 
entire November and December and 
report as if I was there for Sukkos. So, 
effectively, I’m being paid for Yom 
Tov and Chol Hamoed. My ques-
tion is whether there is a problem of 
s’char Yom Tov to receive this money. 

My second question is whether 
there is a problem of maris ayin to 
receive a pay slip that says that I am 
being paid for working on Yom Tov.

Thank you.
K. O.

Rav GoldbeRG: 

The prohibition of s’char Shab-
bos or Yom Tov (because of com-
merce on Shabbos/Yom Tov – Rashi, 
Kesubos 44a; see also Bais Yosef, 
Orach Chaim 585 and Elyah Rab-
bah 306:14) includes only when one 

is paid for work done on Shabbos 
or Yom Tov. In your case, although 
you are being paid for Yom Tov, this 
is only a technicality. Since you are 
not really working on Yom Tov, there 
is no problem receiving payment as 
if you are working on Yom Tov. It is 
no worse than being paid on Yom Tov 
not to do any work, which would be 
permitted.

As far as maris ayin is concerned, 
in your situation I do not see this as 
being an issue. If it would be publi-
cized that you are working on Yom 
Tov, it would be problematic. How-
ever, to receive a pay slip that only 
your company sees that shows that 
you received a salary on Yom Tov is 
not maris ayin. 

Question: 

Stealing Clients
I run a business that works with 

clients. Is there any problem for me 
to approach my competitor’s clients 

and offer them a cheaper price for my 
services?

Thank you.
Y. C. I.

Rav GoldbeRG: 

The Gemara (Kiddushin 59a, 
Bava Basra 21b) says that if a fish-
erman puts out bait to lure fish into 
his area, it is forbidden for another 
fisherman to come by and fish in 
that area. Since the first fisherman 
has already lured the fish to his area, 
trapping fish from there is considered 
stealing. 

The Rashba (Responsa 3:83, also 
6:259) discusses the case of Reuven, 
a tailor, who had a regular client. A 
new tailor came to town and tried 
to convince Reuven’s client to give 
his sewing work to him. The Rashba 
cites the above Gemara about luring 
the fish and, based on this, rules that 
just as it is forbidden to lure some-
one’s fish, so is it forbidden to try and 
take away Reuven’s client, who he 

also lured to become his client.
The same halachah would apply 

to any client-oriented business. Once 
someone has attracted a client, it is 
forbidden for someone else to try and 
lure away the client (see also Ketzos 
273:4 and Nesivos 273:3 regarding 
this halachah). 

• • • • •
Rabbi Travis is rosh kollel of 

Kollel Toras Chaim in Yerusha-
layim and the author of Shai-
los Uteshuvos Toras Chaim and 
Praying With Joy 1-4, practical 
daily guides to improving one’s 
prayers, available from Feldheim 
Publishers. Rabbi Travis recently 
published “Seven Eternal Lights: 
Memories and Messages of the 
Sassoon Family Fire.” For more 
information about his work or to 
set up a shiur during one of his 
visits, email dytravis@actcom.
com. The author thanks Rabbi 
Chaim Berman, talmid of Kollel 
Toras Chaim, for his participation 
in preparing this column.
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Question: 

Why does the Torah mention 
sheep and animals when it men-
tions the avos or the shevatim? 
Almost every single time, without 
exception, the Torah mentions the 
number of sheep and animals they 
possessed. 

insiGht: 

There would seem to be two 
parts to your question. One is why 
the preferred occupation of the 
avos and the shevatim was shep-
herding, and the second is why 
there seems to be a preoccupation 
with the wealth they accumulated. 
We will attempt to deal with both 
parts of your question. 

Kayin and Hevel are portrayed 
in the Torah as the first people who 
worked. The posuk says, “Hevel 
became a shepherd, and Kayin 
became a tiller of the ground.” 
Kayin worked the ground, but 
Hevel refused to work the land 
because it had been cursed after 

the chet of Adam Harishon. The 
adamah, ground, is the place from 
where Adam was created. Thus, 
in a sense, it bears some respon-
sibility for the chet. 

The Maharal in Gur Aryeh 
explains that in Adam’s creation, 
there had to be present the ca-
pacity for man to have bechirah 
and theoretically defy the ratzon 
of Hashem. Thus, he was formed 
from the ground, the same ground 
that defied Hashem’s ratzon and 
didn’t create a tree whose taste 
was the same as the taste of its 
fruit. Because the posuk says, 
“Accursed is the ground,” Hevel 
sought a different answer to the 
question of from where he will 
earn his living in the world after 
the chet of Adam Harishon. 

Rabbeinu Bachya, in Parshas 
Vayigash, discusses the benefit of 
becoming a shepherd and why it 
became the chosen profession. 
The people in the land of Mitzray-
im served sheep. Avodah zarah 
involved serving a specific qual-
ity and power, and since the seh is 

the first of the mazalos, constella-
tions, the Egyptians served it. 

Rav Tzadok Hakohein says 
that in Aramaic, the word for 
sheep bears a similarity to the 
word ashirus, for one becomes 
rich as a result of growing sheep, 
which produce wool basically just 
by being alive and are thus con-
sidered an easy form of income. 
Rabbeinu Bachya explains that 
the avos and the shevatim didn’t 
choose raising sheep for the mon-
ey, but, rather, because it rendered 
them incapable of succumbing to 
the chet of serving sheep as avo-
dah zarah. The more they would 
be around these creatures, seeing 
them in all their animalistic base-
ness, the more the sheep’s lowli-
ness would prevent them from 
being considered a god. Thus, out 
of a sense of virtue, they chose 
shepherding as their chosen pro-
fession.

Rabbeinu Bachya shares an 
additional point about what being 
a shepherd provides. In contem-
plating the meaning of life and 
one’s obligation to G-d, the more 
a person is in a sense removed 
from the day-to-day routine, the 
more the person has a chance to 
reach his lofty spiritual goal. He 
has to remove himself from so-
ciety and focus on his spiritual 
quest. Society, as a whole, could 

serve as a distraction and a barrier 
for true spiritual enlightenment. 
The profession of shepherding 
provides the opportunity for soli-
tude, which fosters introspection 
and understanding. The expres-
sion, “The sweet companionship 
of solitude,” was coined, for it is 
only through such a state that one 
can reach his goal. 

It is interesting to note that 
solitary confinement is a form of 
severe punishment, for only one 
with a spiritual bent can survive 
the loneliness and appreciate it for 
the opportunity it represents. 

The answer to your second 
point is based upon the way such 
spiritually exalted people related 
to their wealth.

In Parshas Vayishlach, we are 
told that Yaakov Avinu was left 
alone and, as a result, the angel 
of Eisav attacked him. Chazal 
state that Yaakov went to retrieve 
his pachim ketanim, small jars. 
One would think that a person 
who was as wealthy as Yaakov 
would not be concerned about 
such items, but that was not the 
case. When Yaakov said, “Yeish 
li kol - I have everything,” what 
he meant was that whatever he 
needed to perform his avodas 
Hashem had been adequately 
provided to him by Hashem. He 
realized that whatever Hashem 

granted him was, in some way, 
necessary for his avodah, for oth-
erwise, it would not have been 
bestowed upon him. Yaakov thus 
realized that everything he pos-
sessed served as a potential ve-
hicle for the projection of kavod 
Shomayim. 

When one deals with wealth 
in such a dimension, its mention 
serves as a limud regarding the 
proper way of life. Eisav said, 
“Yeish li rov,” for he haughtily 
felt that he possessed more than 
he needed. This is not the proper 
way to relate to wealth. There 
is no such thing, for if indeed it 
would be beyond one’s needs, 
Hashem would not have given 
it to him. If it lacks the capacity 
to be used as a vessel for kavod 
Shomayim, then it simply isn’t 
meant to be given.

Therefore, the chosen profes-
sion of the avos and the shevatim 
bears a spiritual component that 
includes the way they dealt with 
their wealth. It is something that 
we, too, should learn and practice.

• • • • •
“Insights” deals with questions on 

Torah, mitzvos and inyonei machsha-
vah. Questions to be addressed may 
be sent to Yated Ne’eman, 53 Olym-
pia Lane, Monsey, New York, 10952-
2829, or emailed to ahronrapps@
yeshivanet.com or editor@yated.com.
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