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על פי התורה אשר יורוך ועל המשפט אשר יאמרו “ 17:11

 ”לך תעשה, לא תסור מן הדבר אשר יגידו לך ימין ושמאל

“According to the teaching that they will teach you and 

according to the judgment that they will say to you, shall you do; you 

shall not deviate from the word that they will tell you, right or left.” The 

Torah is telling us that we must follow the directives we are given, and 

not deviate right or left.  Why does the Torah use this interesting 

language of “not to deviate from the word they tell you, right or left?”  

Why not just say that we must listen to them implicitly, like it says by 

Moshe and Aharon countless times in the Torah, that they did as 

Hashem told them, and Chazal explain that meant they did exactly as 

they were commanded.  The following Divrei Torah will expound on this 

topic, and support the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

י"רש  ”לא תסור מן הדבר אשר יגידו לך ימין ושמאל“ 17:11 –   - 

“right or left” – Even if he says to you about right that it is left, and about 

left that it is right, how much more so when he says to you about right 

that it is right and about left that it is left (Sifrei 154). 

ן"רמב  ”לא תסור מן הדבר אשר יגידו לך ימין ושמאל“ 17:11 -   –

The meaning of this statement is that even if you think in your heart that 

the judges are mistaken, and the matter is as obvious in your view just 

as you know the difference between your right and your left, you shall 

nonetheless act in accordance with their command. Even if a case were 

to come along where you are convinced that a piece of meat is 

forbidden, yet the P’sak you receive states that it is permitted, you shall 

not say, “how can I eat it,” rather you shall say that this is what Hashem 

commanded and I will follow it.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave the Torah to 

be followed on the basis of their understanding, even if they should err.  

The need for this command is very important; for the Torah was given to 

us in writing, and through the years it is inevitable that many questions 

and disagreements arise, which could Chas V’sholom lead to there being 

several different Torah’s.  Therefore, the Torah says that we must listen 

to the Bais Din Hagodol, in all that they say in elucidating the Torah.  This 

applies whether they received its explanation in an unbroken chain 

reaching back to Moshe Rabbeinu, who received it from Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu, or if they say these explanations of the Torah based on their 

understanding of the Torah’s intent.  It is on the basis of the 

Chachomim’s understanding that Hashem gives us the Torah, and this is 

so even if they will be in your eyes as one who exchanges the right for 

the left.  One must heed their words, for contrary to your opinion, they 

are in fact saying about the right that it is the right and about the left 

that it is the left, it is you who are mistaken.  The Ruach Hashem rests on 

these great people, and He will not forsake them, and He will not allow 

them to err.  One should act like Rebbe Yehoshua, who appeared before 

Rabban Gamliel, even though it was Yom Kippur according to his 

calculations.   

 25a – A dispute occurred between Rabban – ראש השנה 

Gamliel and Rebbe Yehoshua concerning the determination of the day of 

the new moon of Tishrei.  Rebbe Yehoshua was of the opinion that 

Rabban Gamliel declared the new month one day early.  That would 

mean that when Rabban Gamliel held it was Motzai Yom Kippur, Rebbe 

Yehoshua held that the day was actually Yom Kippur and not Motzai 

Yom Kippur.  Rabban Gamliel was the nation’s supreme legal authority, 

and he ordered Rebbe Yehoshua to desecrate the day he held was Yom 

Kippur, for the P’sak was that it was not Yom Kippur.  Rebbe Yehoshua 

acquiesced and did as he was told.  The authority of the court to 

establish the beginning of the month is absolute, and it is not dependent 

on the astronomical accuracy of their decision.  Therefore, even if they 

are wrong, their decision is binding.   

לא תסור מן הדבר אשר יגידו לך ימין “ - 496 – ספר החינוך 

”ושמאל  – Within the parameters of this Mitzvah it is an obligation to 

follow the rulings of the judges – the greatest Chachomim of his times 

(this is to refute those who are of the opinion that the Posuk only refers 

to the rulings of the Sanhedrin, and not of the judges throughout the 

generations).  One may not turn away from their ruling even if they err.  

It is better to suffer one mistake and have everything be judged by 

them, than to have each and every one act according to his own whims.  

For if each person acted based on his own whims, there would be 

complete chaos amongst Klal Yisroel and it would be the destruction of 

our faith, and the ruination of our people.    

 The Posuk begins with the – ”על פי התורה“ 17:11 – רבינו יואל 

letter ע' , K’neged the Sanhedrin.  

 מוסר is a Loshon of ”תורה“ – ”על פי התורה“ 17:11 – בכור שור 

and הוראה, teaching us how to live our lives in the service of Hashem.   

“ 17:11 – העמק דבר  ה אשר יורוך ועל המשפט אשר על פי התור

 According to the Torah they will teach you” – this“ – ”יאמרו לך תעשה

refers to the Takanos, Gezeiros, and Minhagos that the Chachomim 

instituted for Klal Yisroel to strengthen the law, and to create a Tikun in 

the world.  There are those laws that the Chachomim learn from the 

Middos with which the Torah is Darshened.  There are also laws that 

were passed down from generation to generation all the way back from 

Moshe Rabbeinu.  When there was a Bais Hamikdash there was a place 

to ask that which was not known.  When we are not Zoche to have the 

Bais Hamikdash, the Torah can teach us everything. We must listen to 

the holy words of the Chachomim.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  על פי התורה אשר יורוך ועל “ 17:11 – 

 By Torah law, the Chachomim were – ”המשפט אשר יאמרו לך תעשה

authorized to give binding force to their enactments without consulting 

the people.  However, as a rule they did not do this, rather they gave 

their enactments binding force only after these enactments were 

accepted by the majority of the people and thereby received their final 

sanction.  Avodah Zara 36 – “ וקבלו.גזרו  –פשט איסורו ברוב ישראל  ” 

ב"רע   – Avos 3:13 “מסורת סיג לתורה” – This refers to the 

Mesorah that was handed down from generation to generation from the 

Chachomim of the יתרות וחסרות in the Torah.  (There are many words in 

the Torah that have different spellings at different times.  They can be 

spelled with יתרות, meaning an extra letter, or they can be spelled חסר 

without that letter - a common letter that can be added or detracted 

from a word is the letter ו' ).  It is through these letters or lack of letters 

that the Chachomim learn many things, including pertinent Halachos.  

An example of this is the Sukkah, which is written three times in the 

Torah – בסכות, בסכת, בסכת   - twice it is written חסר, and once מלא, and 

the Chachomim learn from this that three walls is enough to make a 

Sukkah Kosher.   

 The Mishna first – ”מסורת סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 – לב אבות 

warns us to stay away from mockery and levity, which causes one to be 

accustomed to immorality.  Then the Mishna tells us four things which 

are fences to protect against immorality.  “מסורת סיג לתורה” – A lack of 

knowledge in the severity of sins causes one to perform these acts.  

Therefore, one should go to a Chochom who will give over the Torah to 

him, so that he will know how to properly perform the Mitzvos, and at 

the same time know what to stay away from. “מעשרות סיג לעשר” – 

There is wealth that can help one refrain from sin.  In general, money 

can pique one’s interest to follow after his physical desires and disregard 

the Torah. By one tithing all of his money, it reminds him of the purpose 

of money, and to use his money in a “Torah responsible” manner. “ נדרים

 ,One whose Yetzer overpowers him to commit many sins – ”סיג לפרישות

it is proper for one to make a vow to help him defeat his Yetzer Hara.  

 One who sits amongst a group of jesters brings – ”סיג לחכמה שתיקה“

one to mockery and levity, which ultimately brings one to immorality.  
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The fence for this is silence.  One should refrain from mockery and 

jesting and he will be Zoche to wisdom which helps one refrain from sin.  

ינו יונהרב   – Avos 3:13 “מסורת סיג לתורה” – In any book, over 

time there are certain to be mistakes that come about, where certain 

words will be switched. Tehillim 19:13 “שגיאות מי יבין” – “Mistakes who 

can discern” The Torah is perfect, and remains intact from when it was 

originally received at Har Sinai, because of the Mesorah.  The Mishna is 

telling us that the fence that protects the Torah Shebiksav is the 

Mesorah of the Torah Shebiksav that is passed down from generation to 

generation through the Chachomim, so that the Torah remains complete 

and accurate.  (It is Rebbe Akiva, who the Gemara in Menochos 29b tells 

us that he Darshened heaps and heaps of Halachos from each crown of a 

letter, which tells us that it is the Mesorah which protects the Torah and 

keeps it all intact and truthful).   

 is ”מסורת“ – ”מסורת סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 - מדרש שמואל 

from a Loshon of “מסירה” – “giving over” – which refers to Torah Shebal 

Peh, passed on from generation to generation.  As it says in Avos 1:1 

“ סרה ליהושעמשה קיבל תורה מסיני ומ ” – “Moshe accepted the Torah 

from Sinai, and gave it over to Yehoshua.”  It is not possible for one to 

know the reasons for the Torah and what the Halachah should be 

without the Torah Shebal Peh, which explains the Torah Shebiksav.   

 is from a ”מסורת“ – ”מסורת סיג לתורה“ 3:13 - 63 – ערוך 

Loshon of “איסוף” – “gathering.”  In order for one not to forget the 

Torah, it is important for the Torah not to be spread out.  Therefore, one 

should be orderly about his Torah study, so that he should not forget it.   

 ”מסורת“ – ”מסורת סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 - מדרש שמואל 

refers to that which is passed down from generation to generation - the 

Torah that is not written down but transferred orally.  When one hears 

Torah from his Rebbe that has been passed down orally, he fears that he 

will forget it and therefore repeats the words to himself all the time to 

ensure that he does not forget it.  However, once it is written down, 

there is no longer fear that it will be forgotten, for he can always look at 

the written words, and that makes him forget the Torah.   

ץ"חסיד יעב   - Avos 3:13 “מסורת סיג לתורה” – The Torah 

Shebal Peh, passed down from generation to generation, is what keeps 

the Torah complete and accurate.  One should not think that he can 

come up with a new Sevara, one that has never been advanced from the 

Chachomim, and rule based on that Sevara.  We have a Mesorah, and 

the Torah is only that which is passed down from generation to 

generation.  This closes the mouths of those who seek to advance their 

own Sevoros and rule incorrectly based on it.   

 One could – ”מסורת סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 - תפארת ישראל 

Chas V’sholom come to Kefira and think that perhaps throughout the 

generations something was added or taken away from the Mitzvos of 

the Torah, and this will cause him to question all of the Mitzvos in the 

Torah.  To this person the Tanna is saying that there is absolutely 

nothing that has been added or detracted from the Torah.  There is a 

Mesorah that keeps it one hundred percent intact, the exact way it was 

received at Sinai.  The fact that it is perfect is noted from the Halachah 

that if there is even one small mistake, and extra letter or missing letter 

in the Torah, the entire Torah is Posul, for that would make the Torah 

imperfect.  Our Torah is perfect and remains perfect due to Mesorah.   

ש"רש   - Avos 3:13 “מסורת סיג לתורה” – There are those who 

see things in books and believe it to be a printing error, and change it. 

The Mesorah does not allow individuals to change it, for we have it 

confirmed as to its accuracy.   

 It is important and – ”מסורת סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 - מאירי 

appropriate for one to make for himself fences and boundaries in order 

to distance himself from dangerous spiritual situations that he is inclined 

to desire.   

“ Avos 3:13 - מגן אבות  סיג לתורהמסורת  ” – Just as one makes 

a gate around his vineyard so that people should not trespass and 

trample it, so too one must makes protective gates around the Torah to 

protect it.  As it says in Shir Hashirim 7:3 “סוגה בשושונים” – “hedged 

about with roses.” 

 The signs that one – ”מסורת סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 - מאירי 

makes for himself to remember matters of Torah is what will help him 

remember his Torah.  It is important for one to come up with his own 

hints and ways to remember his Torah.   

 The Rama in – ”מסורת סיג לתורה“ Avos 3:13 - חתם סופר 

OC:690:17 tells us that one should not nullify a single Minhag, or make 

fun of a single Minhag, for it was not instituted for no reason.  There is a 

Remez to this in the Mishna in Perek 1 – “ועשו סיג לתורה” – Fulfill the 

 the Minhag, as if it was written in the Torah.  (Although it is of ,סיג

extreme importance for one to keep his Minhagim one needs to know 

the difference between that which is a Halachah, that which is a Minhag, 

and that which is something his family does, though it is not really a 

Minhag and there is no real source for it).   

 There is a large pot of - ”מחמירים“ – YD 116:10 - פתחי תשובה 

kosher food, and a drop of non-kosher food (less than 1/60) falls in.  The 

non-kosher food is Batul B’shishim.  There are some who say that even 

though Mai’ikar Hadin one may eat the food – one should be Machmir, 

and not eat it.  However, the חהנסולת למ  76:8 says, in the name of the 

 that one who is Machmir in a scenario where all say that it ,תורת האשם

is Mutar, as in a case of Bitul B’shishim, is an Apikores and does not 

receive S’char for being Machmir.  (The חהנסולת למ  would agree that if 

there is a Machlokes as to whether it is Assur or not, and one wants to 

be Machmir like the Shita that holds something is Assur, he would 

receive S’char for it. He is speaking specifically in a case where all Shitos 

say that it is Mutar and one decides that he will be Machmir.)    

..."לא תאכלו ממנו ולא תגעו בו" Bereishis 3:3 – כלי יקר  - 

Hashem told Odom not to eat from the Eitz Hada’as.  When Odom 

repeated it to Chava he added that she should not even touch it as a 

precautionary measure so that they would not come to eat from it. 

..."לא תאכלו ממנו ולא תגעו בו" Bereishis 3:3 - נחל קדומים  - 

Certainly it is proper for one to add “fences” to protect oneself from 

acting against the will of Hashem.  However, Odom made a colossal 

mistake.  He did not tell Chava that Hashem only said not to eat, and he 

was adding as a precaution not to touch. Odom made it seem like it was 

all from Hashem. 

 Perhaps now we can understand the seemingly peculiar 

wording of the Posuk.  The Torah must be safeguarded to keep it intact 

the way we received at Har Sinai.  The only way this can be is with 

Mesoras Hatorah, to be passed down from generation to generation.  

The Chachomim had to institute Takanos, and we must adhere to all of 

them, for they are the guardians of the Torah to keep it accurate and 

true.  There is what we call the middle path, which is the mean – not 

Machmir and not Meikil.  The Posuk is telling us that we must follow the 

Mesorah of the Torah, and keep to the mean.  We should not turn to the 

right, and be more Machmir, nor should we turn to the left and be more 

Meikil.  We must keep the Torah intact and follow it in the ways of the 

Mesorah.  (As stated above, certainly where there is a place to be 

Machmir it is something that is permitted to do, and even praiseworthy. 

We are speaking where one decides the Halachah is Machmir and 

follows that ruling although there is no such opinion in the Mesorah.  

While one is supposed to make his own fences around the Torah to 

protect himself from sin, he must know that it is his own fence and not a 

fence of Mesorah).  May we be Zoche to keep the Torah in the proper 

manner, and keep the Mesorah so that the Torah remains the Torah we 

received from Har Sinai.   


