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A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 
 



_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA

Spiritual Awakenings 
Professor Burchis was a famous Jewish member of the Communist Party, but he fell 

into disfavor with Stalin and was sent to a prison camp in Siberia on the shores of the Arctic 
Ocean. Although he was a prisoner, he was held in high esteem by the camp authorities and 
treated with deference and respect by the prison guards. The workload assigned to him was 
light; he was in charge of distributing prison garb and keeping a census of the prisoners. 
Moreover, he was allowed the rare privilege of receiving packages of food and toiletries from 
friends and family in Moscow. 

During this time, a new prisoner, a religious Jew with a long white beard, was brought 
to the camp. Professor Burchis surreptitiously observe
long time. One day, he approached him.

“I have something for you,” he said, holding out a bottle of prune butter. “I received 
this in one of my packages, and I want to give it to you.”

The religious Jew’s eyes widene
this jar is worth its weight in gold here in the camp. I can’t accept such a gift from you. It is 
too much. You need it yourself.”

“It’s not a gift,” said the professor. “It’s an offer of payment.”

“Payment for what?” 

“My name is Burchis.” 
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A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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“I know.” 

“Do you know the origin of my name?” 

“No.” 

“It is a contraction of boruch Hashem. You see, I am a descendant of the great Rav Levi 
Yitzchok of Berditchev. Over the generations, unfortunately, my particular branch of the 
family has turned away from Hashem and the Torah. We’ve allowed ourselves to be caught up 
in the exciting new movements sweeping the world. We sacrificed our own heritage for those 
movements, and they betrayed us. I once thought that Communism was the salvation of 
humanity, but now I realize that it is the exact opposite.” He paused, and a distant look came 
into his eyes. “I am an old man, and I need to make amends. You have to help me, and the 
prune butter is my payment to you for my imposition.” 

“I will be glad to help you,” said the religious Jew, “and I don’t need any payment.” 

“Take it. It will make me happy to help a fellow Jew.” 

The religious Jew nodded and accepted the jar. “How can I help you make amends?” 

“I am ignorant,” said the professor. “I barely know the alef bais, and I cannot read 
Hebrew. Please teach me a short Jewish tefilla so that in the darkness of my solitude I can 
reach out to Hashem according to the traditions of my holy ancestors. I cannot come before 
Him with my own merits, because I do not have any. All I can do is come before Him with 
the merits of my ancestors, and therefore, I need to speak in their language, to say the kind of 
things that they would have said in this situation. Please teach me.” 

The religious Jew with the white beard and the professor sat together for a few days as 
teacher and pupil, but the going was painfully slow. The religious Jew tried to teach him to 
say Shema, but the professor could not formulate the words coherently. Both men were 
becoming frustrated. 

“Do you speak Yiddish?” the religious Jew finally said. 

“Yes, I do.” 

“Then I will teach you a tefilla in Yiddish. It is simple, but it touches the bare essentials. 
This is what you should say: ‘Master of the Universe, in the merit of Levi Yitzchok ben Sora 
Sosha, forgive my sins, and bring the Jewish people out of exile into Your holy Presence.’” 

The professor repeated the tefilla a number of times until it flowed easily from his 
tongue. Then he embraced and kissed his teacher. 

A few days later, he passed away peacefully in his sleep. 

n 

Dvar Torah 
The Torah tells us (22:6–7): “If you encounter a bird’s nest along the way, in a tree, or 

on the ground ... and the mother is roosting over the fledglings ... do not take the mother with 
the young. Send away the mother and take the young for yourself.” Although this pasuk is to 
be understood according to its plain meaning, it also carries an esoteric message. 

There are two ways, explains Rav Levi Yitzchok, in which a person can be inspired to a 
new spiritual awakening. One kind of inspiration comes from above (isarusa dile’eila), 
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meaning that Hashem sends a feeling of inspiration to a person who has done nothing to elicit 
it. The other kind of inspiration comes from below (isarusa dilesata), meaning that he can 
become inspired through the choices he makes. Hashem then “gives wisdom to the wise” 
(Doniel 2:21). When a person comes to a level of wisdom on his own he thereby elicits 
additional inspiration from above. 

Sometimes Hashem will send inspiration to a person who, like an infant, lacks the 
wisdom to seek it himself, but it is much preferred that the inspiration originate from below, 
that it be earned and deserved. As Dovid HaMelech said (Tehillim 108:3), “I will awaken the 
dawn.” The dawn is the symbol of wisdom and enlightenment. It is better to awaken the 
dawn, to find wisdom in the darkness and thereby stimulate the dawn than to be awakened 
from a dark slumber by the dawn. 

This is the message implicit in our pasuk. “If you encounter a bird’s nest (kan tzippor)” 
refers to a spiritual awakening, the word tzippor being a cognate of tzafra, the Aramaic word 
for dawn. If you suddenly feel a sense of inspiration that comes upon you “along the way”, 
on the path of righteousness that leads toward Hashem, or “on a tree”, the Torah, which is the 
tree of life, and “the mother is roosting over the fledglings”, the Shechina is sending down the 
inspiration because the fledglings are incapable of acquiring wisdom on their own, “do not 
take the mother with the young”. Do not sit back and let the inspiration continue to come 
from above. “Send away the mother and take the young for yourself.” Take this inspiration as 
a sign that you lack the wisdom to seek inspiration on your own, and make the effort to 
pursue the rest of your awakening through your own efforts. 

n n n 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

“If a bird’s nest happens to be before you on your way, on a tree or on the 
ground – young birds or eggs – and the mother is roosting on the young birds 
or the eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young” (Devorim 22:6).  
 

It has already been established (see the Zohar HaKodosh, 
Part 1, 235a; and also Part 1, 86b) that there are two kinds of 
arousal: arousal from above, and arousal from below, and one has 
no right to depend on the arrival of an arousal from above, but 
rather to enjoy the labor of his own hands to arouse from below, and 
then there will rest upon him a spirit from Hashem in the form of 
an arousal from above. For the Holy One, blessed is He, “gives 
wisdom to the wise” (Doniel 2:21); when he rouses himself and has 
already attained the aspect of wisdom, then Hashem gives him 
wisdom and sends him an arousal from above. But when a child is 
in his infancy, its mother has to lean toward him to enable him to 
nurse. So is it with Hashem, may He be blessed, when a person 
lacks sufficient intelligence to effect an arousal from below, then he 
is sent an arousal from above. You should also know that the Ta”z 
wrote on the Shulchon Aruch, Section 1, Paragraph 2, that he should 
wake up the dawn and not let the dawn wake him; he means to say 

The fundamental 
idea is that there are two 
kinds of arousal: an arousal 
from above and an arousal 
from below. The arousal 
from below gives greater 
“pleasure” to the Creator. As 
a mother leans toward her 
infant to nurse him, so does 
Hashem send an arousal 
from above to a person who 
lacks sufficient intelligence 
to create an arousal from 
below. In the Shulchon 
Aruch, the Ta”z writes that a 
person should arouse 
the dawn; that is, he 
should take action from 
below to cause an arousal 
from above. 
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that he should by himself arouse the dawn; that is, the arousal from above, and not be a 
passive recipient of an arousal from above; study this idea there. 

 
And the language used: Ki yikorei kan-tzippor – “If a bird’s 

nest...” – tzippor related to the word tzafra – “morning”, or the 
time of brilliant sunshine; when you experience radiance, and an 
arousal from above shines upon you; BaDerech – “on your way” – 
referring to the ways of Hashem, the pathways of the World to 
Come, meaning because you have performed exceptional deeds; al 
hoeitz – “on a tree” – referring to the Tree of Life, which is the 
Torah (Berochos 32b), Veho’eim rovetzes al ho’efrochim – “and 
the mother hovers over the young birds” – meaning that because 
you are only a “young bird” without the intelligence to cause an 
arousal by yourself, therefore it is necessary for the mother – the 
Heavenly Mother (Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 21, 58b) to hover over 
you in the beginning; and even though it is Hashem’s attribute to 
“give wisdom to the wise”, you are not yet at the level where you 
could cause an arousal by yourself, but nevertheless, “Don’t take the 
mother with the children” – don’t rely on the arousal from above, 

that which the Heavenly Mother hovers over you, “in order that it be good for you” – meaning 
that from your own arousal, the Creator derives more pleasure and sustenance, in accordance 
with the statement of Chazal (Zohar HaKodosh, Part 3, 7b), “Yisrael sustains its Father in 
Heaven”. The pleasure that you will bring to the Creator is called sustenance. So that by virtue 
of your arousal, the Creator experiences more pleasure, and the more pleasure, the more 
reward, and it will be “good for you”. 
 

And that is the meaning of “and you will have length of days”: 
more benefit will accrue to you by virtue of your elevation in the 
levels of holiness because of your good deeds. The arousal from 
above will be able to remain with you for a long time, unlike the 
arousal from above which you received at first, when you were 
totally lacking spiritually, and there was no “place” for the arousal to 
dwell for a long time. And that is why the Torah used the expression 
“you will have length of days” – days in the sense of bright light 
(analyze the Zohar HaKodosh, Part 1, 98a; and the Pardes Erech, 
Yom), referring to the radiance which He gave you from above will 
give you the light by which to contemplate it, appreciate it and cause 
you to lengthen it, so that it will be with you for a long time. 
Shalei’ach teshalach es ho’eim – “Send away the mother” – the 

meaning of shalei’ach is “send it away” – strip yourself of your material aspect, if you want 
that the “Mother”, the arousal from above, will have a “place” with you to reside tranquilly. 

n 

“When you build a new house, you shall make a fence for your roof…” 
(Devorim 22:8) 
 

 
Kedushas Levi 

interprets the pasuk 
symbolically. Tzippor is 
related to the word meaning 
morning, namely, tzafra, 
full of light. BaDerech – “on 
your way” – refers to the 
ways of Hashem. Al hoeitz – 
“on a tree” refers to the 
Torah, the Tree of Life. The 
hovering of the mother over 
her young refers to an 
“arousal from above” when 
one is not quite ready to 
perform an “arousal from 
below”. But continue to 
grow spiritually till you can 
initiate an “arousal from 
below”. 

“…you will have 
length of days” – “days”, 
signifying the bright light of 
day by which you will be 
able to appreciate the 
spiritual significance of the 
“arousal”, as in “that I might 
dwell in the House of 
Hashem all the days of my 
life”. Discard your material 
aspect in order that the 
Supernal Mother, the 
“arousal from above”, will 
have a “place” to dwell with 
you for many days. 
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The idea here is that when an occasion of happiness comes into the 
life of a person from the Creator, blessed is He, he should try to put 
into words and express his happiness in the letters of the Torah, 
tefilla, and songs of praise, in order to attach the happiness above 
with the Creator, blessed is He. And this is the hint, “When you 
build a new house…” – when a new joyous occasion comes into your 
life, make a fence for it, to elevate the joy heavenward by means of 
the spiritual letters, as described above. And this is the significance 
of a “fence”; because a fence is always needed the higher you go. 
And this is the hint in the word legagecha – in order to express the 
happiness in letters, as it is known (study the Zohar HaKodosh, 

Part 2, 126b) that the “active force” in all the letters is the Divine Name HaVaYa’H, blessed is 
He; that is, the will in the letters derives from the Name HaVaYa’H – and that has the same 
gematria as the word gagecha, spelled gimmel, gimmel, choff – twenty-six. (The two 
gematriaos are as follows: HaVaYa’H – heh = 5, vov = 6, yud = 10, heh=5 | gagecha – 
gimmel = 3, gimmel = 3, choff = 20.) 

n 

“Neither an Ammonite nor a Moabite may enter the Congregation of 
Hashem…because of the fact that they did not greet you with bread and 
water…” (Devorim 23:4–5) 
 

The reason for this is that Yisrael is called “My first-born 
son” (Shemos 4:22); the intention in this is that all abundance that 
enters the world does so by means of the splendor of Yisrael, and 
the other nations nurse, so to speak, from the splendor of Yisrael 
(Zohar HaKodosh, Part 2, 152b), and therefore, all the other nations 
are obligated to be grateful to Yisrael for this. But Ammon and 
Moav denied this fact, that the main abundance was due to Yisrael, 
and that Yisrael sustained the entire world. And that is the meaning 

of “…they did not grant your priority with regard to the sustenance of the world with bread 
and water”. 

n 

“You shall return the security to him when the sun sets, and he will sleep in his 
garment and bless you, and for you it will be an act of righteousness before 
Hashem, your G-d.” (Devorim 24:13)  
 

The explanation is that a person must dedicate himself to 
certain activities in order to receive abundance from the Creator, 
may He be blessed, and the word salma means a garment. (This 
“garment” corresponds to those activities necessary for him to do.) 
And here is the meaning, “What are those activities that a person 
must do?” And the answer is veshochav – meaning he must do the 

activities specified by the following letters: shin of “three heads” and the twenty-two letters. 
(The outline of what the Kedushas Levi is saying is this: A person must fashion his behavior in 
accord with the word veshochav, where shochav is spelled shin, choff, bais. The letter shin has 
three heads, or points, which allude to the three Avos. Thus, the first component of the 
behavior is that a person should emulate the behavior of the Avos. The next component is 

Kedushas Levi 
offers another symbolic 
interpretation. “When you 
build a new house” means 
when a new source of joy 
enters one’s life (perhaps 
based on the idea that baiso 
zu ishto – “one’s wife is his 
home”), express your joy in 
the letters of Torah, tefilla 
and songs of praise, in order 
to attach the joy above with 
the Creator. 

Yisrael is the “first-
born son”, so to speak, of 
Hashem, and they are the 
conduit to the world for its 
abundance. Since Ammon 
and Moav denied this fact, 
they were forever excluded 
from entry into the 
Community of Yisrael. 

In order to receive 
abundance from Hashem, a 
person should emulate the 
behavior of the three Avos 
and make himself a frequent 
user of the twenty-two 
letters. 
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described by the choff and the bais, which together have a gematria of twenty-two, 
corresponding to the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet, of which the Torah and the 
tefillos are composed, implying that time spent occupied with those two basic components of 
Jewish tradition would be time well spent.) 

n 

“…and he will bless you, and for you it will be an act of righteousness before 
Hashem, your G-d.” (Devorim 24:13) 
 

Study the explanation of Rashi. It seems that Rashi is saying 
that when he returns the security to the poor person, certainly that 
individual will bless him, and therefore it is possible that he would 
perform this act in order that the poor person bless him. For that 
reason, this pasuk teaches that he should not return the security for 
the reason mentioned; rather, he should do it only for the sake of 
Hashem, and he should not expect to receive a blessing from the 
poor person for the act. And this is the hint as to the true meaning, 
“and for you it will be an act of righteousness…” – you will 
accomplish an act of righteousness if you do it “…before Hashem, 
your G-d” – meaning that it will count for you as an act of 
righteousness if you do it only in order to fulfill the command 

of the Creator, may He be blessed, and not for the purpose of receiving a blessing from the 
poor person. 

nnn 

 
We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Bringing The Beauty Home 
A Jewish man goes to war and there at war he encounters among the enemy a beautiful 

woman. The Torah says that he can take her home but he must cut off her hair and “do” her 
nails. It’s interesting that the two appendages, hair and nails, are singled out for adjustment 
on this hostage woman. 

Kabbalistically, this portion of the Torah refers to the battle a person fights daily within 
himself. We are so often torn between what seems externally beautiful and that which is 
wholesome and real. Thoughts and actions are the two major arenas for personal growth. The 
hair of a person represents the klipa or the extraneous aspect of one’s thoughts, and the nails 
represent the klipa or the extraneous aspect of one’s actions. 

What exactly does ‘do’ her nails mean? There is a Talmudic argument: Rav Eliezer 
interprets ‘do’ to mean that she should cut her nails very short. Rav Akiva disagrees and 
interprets ‘do’ to mean that she should let her nails grow long. (Yevomos 48) 

On the surface the dispute seems cosmetic but it is really very deep. 

In our battle for personal growth we strive to conquer our nature and emotions and 
bring the yetzer home. We search for new beginnings and a fresh start, but everyone comes 
with a bag full of the past. What should we do with our past? 

Rashi, as explained 
by the Kedushas Levi, 
explains the pasuk as saying 
that the poor person will 
certainly bless him for his 
ethical act. But the pasuk 
also says that it will only be 
considered an act of 
righteousness if he does it 
for the sole purpose of 
carrying out the 
command of Hashem, 
with no thought as to the 
reaction of the poor person. 
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This is the argument. Rav Eliezer taught that growth that comes from negativity is 
negative; cut it off – get rid of it. 

Rav Akiva took a different approach. The beauty of Judaism is its ability to take even 
the most mundane and even negative aspects of life and sanctify them. Teshuva, in its ideal 
form, turn one’s sins into good deeds. If you have arrived to Judaism with a past, don’t cut it 
off – make it holy! 

The period we are in before the fresh New Year begins is a special time for 
introspection and growth. There are two ways to begin afresh. We can become brand new and 
leave the past behind. This is perhaps the easier way. Or we can take the advice of Rav Akiva. 
Don’t throw the past away. Bring it forward, bring it home and make it holy. 

� � � � � � 

Jewish Vision 
As a people we have suffered greatly in the hands of a long list of oppressors. Of the 

worst were the Egyptians who enslaved us, persecuted us and drowned our children. The 
Edomites massacred us. Yet these oppressors can become Jewish. There are very few 
exceptions. We accept any sincere convert with open arms. However, the nations of Ammon 
and Moav cannot become Jewish. Why? “Because they did not greet you with bread and water 
on the road when you were leaving Egypt, and because they hired Bilaam to curse you” 
(Devorim 23:5). They can never become Jewish! How can a lack of hospitality be worse than 
killing us and drowning our children? 

The Ramban explains that one must understand this in its historical context. Avrohom 
Avinu risked his life to save Lot and his wife from the four kings. Lot was the patriarch of the 
nations of Ammon and Moav. Therefore, these nations owed their very existence to Avrohom 
Avinu and his descendants. They should have expressed their gratitude to the Jewish people 
and performed acts of kindness for them. Instead, they responded with evil. Because of this, 
even their descendants are not permitted to marry into our nation or convert to Judaism. 

I do not believe this was a punishment. If we were punishing nations, the Egyptians 
would have come first. It’s just that without the ability to appreciate an act of goodness that 
was done for you and without the ability to see and remember the positive in other people it is 
impossible to be part of the Jewish community. 

The inability to recognize goodness will interfere with every aspect of Yiddishkeit. How 
can someone stay married without hakoros hatov (gratitude)? How can he do the mitzva of 
honoring his parents if he is blinded to the good that was done for him since his childhood? 
How can he bring out the greatness in his child if he can’t see his goodness? How can he be 
part of a community or have friends without good vision? How can he have a relationship with 
G-d if he can’t appreciate Him? 

There are people in this world with a knack for seeing the negative and the downside of 
every person, situation and place. There are people who, even under duress, somehow find the 
positive even where no one else can seem to find it. It is the person who can find the good who 
can practice Yiddishkeit. 

As we start to wind down on the year 5776 we have to do some serious attitude 
checking. We must ask ourselves some difficult questions. Do I find myself being critical more 
often than complimentary? When I meet someone new do I first take notice of his or her 
beautiful aspects or ugly parts? Am I able to say thank you easily or is it always a struggle? 

In the Ten Commandments Hashem introduces Himself to us with a very compelling 
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argument: “I am your G-d. I am the one Who took you out of Egypt and put you on your feet.” 
Hashem is saying, “I don’t need you to be philosophers or Mekubolim, but I do need you to be 
able to show gratitude. If you can do this, you can become My children. If you can see the 
good, you can be a Jew.”  

� � � � � � 

Our Collective Shiva is Over 
Remember how you felt when you heard again and again of another stabbing in Eretz 

Yisrael. Have you calmed down? 

Have you gotten over the shock and the pain? 

If we have cooled down, if we are able to sleep at night, then we are suffering from the 
Amolek Syndrome. 

There was a boiling hot bath. Everyone wanted to go in but they were afraid. One 
brazen fellow plunged in. Once he leaped in everyone jumped in after him. 

When the Jews left Egypt they were hot, very hot. The surrounding nations heard about 
all the miracles that had occurred to the Jews. The world was in awe of the Jewish people. 
They were also jealous of their chosenness and wanted to attack. Yet they were all afraid to 
jump in. One brazen nation, Amolek, came and plunged in against the Jews and cooled us 
down. We have since suffered for generations in the hands of ruthless governments and anti-
Semitic populaces. 

None of them was afraid of us. Reishis goyim Amolek – Amolek was the first; they 
started. Once they started we became easy prey for the entire world. 

Something even worse happened: asher korcho baderech. We were hot and Amolek 
made us cold. With the attack of Amolek we turned stony, frigid and dispassionate about 
Hashem. Not only were we cooled down in the eyes of the nations for all of history, but even 
more tragic, our own attitude, in our own minds and hearts, became cold. 

I’d like to discuss the “nu-nu factor”. 

We need passion for Jewish children, for Jewish lives, and for Jewish principles. 

Once in Buffalo it came to my attention that two of my congregants were involved in an 
illicit affair. I was beside myself. I didn’t know whether to shoot, excommunicate, scream or 
threaten. The standards of my community were being compromised. Chillul Hashem was 
pending. Olam Haba was being thrown out the window. I called a seasoned Rav and 
described the situation to him. I’ll never forget his response: “Nu-nu”. 

One of the great luminaries of the last generation was Rav Yechezkel Levenstein. He 
was the spiritual leader of Mir Yeshiva in Poland, then Shanghai, and eventually he came to 
the Mir Yeshiva in Brooklyn. After a very short time in this country he announced that he 
could no longer stay in the US and that he would be moving to Eretz Yisrael. In his departing 
talk he spoke about a man who entered a perfumery. As he entered he was overwhelmed by 
the fragrance. After a few minutes the fragrance became subtle and after an hour he could 
detect no smell. Rav Yechezkel said that at the beginning he wasn’t used to American society. 
The things he saw hit him like a ton of bricks. They kept him up at night. After a few weeks the 
very same society became tolerable until he found himself saying, “Nu-nu.” He knew it was 
time to leave. 

We were hot. We can’t cool down! 

I hear too many “nu-nus”. We are not as hot as we used to be. We need passion for 
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Jewish children, for Jewish lives, for Jewish principles; we can never say “nu-nu”. 

The most serious crime of Amolek is that he stole our passion. Timche – erase the 
memory of Amolek. Be passionate! Turn up the heat! 

The Torah lists the crimes of Amolek: He stabbed us in the back. He attacked our 
weakest. He came upon us when we were faint and exhausted. He didn’t fear Hashem. But the 
first and the worst thing Amolek did was that he made us cold. Timche – erase the memory of 
Amolek. Be passionate! Turn up the heat! 

� � � � � � 

The Gravesitter 
By: Rav Sender Haber 

In Parshas Ki Seitzei the Torah tells us the difficult story of the Ben Sorer Umoreh, the 
wayward son. This rare boy misbehaved to the point that we have given up hope for him. We 
assume that he will grow up to be a bandit and a murderer. The Torah tells us to put him to 
death. He should die as an innocent soul and not as a guilty criminal. 

Death seems to be a harsh punishment for this young man. In fact Rav Shimon (in 
Maseches Sanhedrin) opines that it is inconceivable that the Bais Din would actually stone 
somebody who has not yet committed a crime. We cannot kill him for stealing wine and meat 
from his parents. Rav Shimon insists that the case of the Ben Sorer Umoreh never actually 
took place. The Torah wrote it so that we could receive reward for Torah study by learning it. 

Rav Yonoson argues and asserts that the case of the Ben Sorer Umoreh did take place. 
“I saw him,” he says, “and sat on his grave.” 

The Talmud has a similar discussion about the Ir Hanidachas, the city that becomes 
completely idolatrous. The Torah commands us to destroy this city. This time Rav Eliezer 
insists that the Torah records this law only for the sake of Torah study. It never actually 
happened. Rav Yonoson argues once again: I saw it and sat on its ruins. 

Rav Yonoson’s position is intriguing. Not only does he insist that these cases took 
place, but he seems to have gone out of his way to visit the gravesites of these people. Rav 
Akiva Eiger understands the statement “I sat on his grave” literally. Rav Yonoson literally sat 
on the graves of these people. Why would Rav Yonoson visit their graves and then (seemingly) 
disgrace them? 

Rav Yonoson’s position brings to mind a different statement of his in Maseches 
Berochos (18a): The Gemora tells of the time that Rav Chiya and Rav Yonoson were walking 
together in a graveyard. Rav Yonoson’s tzitzis were dragging on the ground. Our minhag is to 
hide our tzitzis when entering a graveyard so as not to mock the deceased who can no longer 
do mitzvos. Rav Chiya said to Rav Yonoson, “Lift your tzitzis. You do not want those who have 
passed away to have complaints against you.”  

Rav Yonoson disagreed. “Since when are the deceased so aware of their surroundings?” 
He quoted a pasuk in Koheles: “The dead do not know anything.” Rav Chiya argued sharply 
with Rav Yonoson but Rav Yonoson seems to be consistent with his propensity to sit on 
tombs. 

Rav Yonoson appears to have been in the habit of deliberately demonstrating that the 
deceased cannot be offended. 

In order to understand Rav Yonoson’s viewpoint we need to understand how the Ben 
Sorer Umoreh got to where he was in the first place. The Ben Sorer Umoreh is the only case in 
the Torah of someone who is punished based on his future actions. Even Yishmoel, the father 
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of the Arabic nations, had his life saved. Though his children would include many enemies of 
the Jewish people and he himself was not always a friend of the Jewish people, he was judged 
 .as he was at that point in time ,באשר הוא שם

Yishmoel was given a chance to change but the Ben Sorer Umoreh was not. I once 
heard from Rav Yitzchok Ezrachi that there was a very important distinction between 
Yishmoel and the Ben Sorer Umoreh. Yishmoel had a chance to change and eventually he did 
do teshuva. He had the opportunity to listen to and learn from Avrohom and Hagar and those 
around him about the right way to live his life. His name was Yishmoel, the one who hears 
Hashem. 

Not so the Ben Sorer Umoreh. The Torah stresses that he refused to listen to those 
around him. He had no ears. The Gemora (according to Rav Schwab) explains that we are 
talking about someone who had the best of parents and the best of opportunities available to 
him, but he had no ears. He refused to listen. A person who is so wrapped up in himself that 
he refuses to listen to those around him is hopeless. He has no vehicle for change. 

Rav Yonoson recognized that it was possible for a Ben Sorer Umoreh to exist. It could 
happen. But he also recognized something else: There was no hope for this rare child, but he 
was not completely bad either. 

Rav Yonoson quotes Shlomo HaMelech, who writes in Koheles that when a person 
passes away all of his lusts and obsessions pass away with him. If he was obsessed with 
himself when he was alive, he will cease to be so after he has passed. The Ben Sorer Umoreh is 
a person who is really good at heart but who is stifled by handicaps that are beyond his 
control. He cannot change because he cannot listen. Rav Yonoson reminds us that however 
great his faults, there is a good person hidden inside. His urges are not him, his lusts are not 
him and his problems are not him. 

Just last week, I visited the home of “Gravedigger”, the famous off-road driving 
champion. He drives a Monster Truck but he is not a Monster. He has all of his trucks on 
display along with a free petting zoo, picnic tables and open space for travelers to relax. He 
may earn his living by jumping over school buses and pushing the competition off of cliffs, but 
he is really a nice guy who enjoys hanging around his farm and giving rides to kids for five 
dollars. 

We tend to judge ourselves by what we drive and what we wear. There is some truth to 
this, but in the final analysis what we wear is not us. Our clothing may tell people about us 
and they may affect who we are, but they are not us. The same is true of our bad habits. The 
way we act and the way we speak may dictate how we are perceived, but our actions are not 
us; they are things that we do. 

Even the Ben Sorer Umoreh is not all bad. After he passes away he is no longer 
haughty, he no longer seeks glory and he no longer lusts. Rav Yonoson said, “I saw him, he 
can exist; but he was just handicapped by forces beyond his control.” Now that he is no longer 
part of the physical world, his good points can shine. Where he is now he can listen and he 
does hear. He is no longer the person he was before. Rav Yonoson would go out of his way to 
demonstrate that the deceased were no longer tied up in their egos. He would sit on their 
graves. 

Rav Yonoson later changed his mind about the feelings of people who are no longer 
with us. We know that when Moshe Rabbeinu passed away Hashem told him to bring a 
message to Avrohom, Yitzchok and Yaakov. Moshe was to tell them that Hashem had fulfilled 
His promise and that the Jews were entering Eretz Yisrael. They needed to hear about this 
and they needed to hear about it from Moshe. Our forefathers will never stop thinking about 
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us and we will continue to yearn for mitzvos after we pass away. 

We do not sit on graves and we subscribe to the majority view that the Ben Sorer 
Umoreh will never be born. Nonetheless, Rav Yonoson’s message remains true: we can be 
separated from our bad habits. Our bad habits are not us. 

As we approach Rosh HaShana this is an important lesson to remember: our problems 
are not us. We can be and need to be ourselves, independent of any faults that we may have. 

� � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). 
The method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of 
Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized 
for a connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. 
Some say the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day 
that a relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and 
people would like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only 
true on a yahrzeit but on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a 
tefilla. Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the 
Ottoman Empire at the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, 
as a public service. 

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

� עַ עֵ א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ � הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ �צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ ילָ פִ ְ	 [ ָ�  ]ד"ד כמוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל 
 

____________ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ  
 ְ�ַרֲחִמי1 ֶ�ְ	ַקֵ�ל ,ֲאבוֵֹתינ& ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ& 'ה י-נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ  ,____________ת �ַ /��ֵ 

ל 2ֹ ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲע3ֶ  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי�&ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עו3ֶֹה ֶ��ִני ַהטוֹב ַמֲע3ֶה 2ָל &ְבָרצוֹ�
/ י ִמ ִא / י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ & חַ ר& �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ &, לאֵ ָר 3ְ יִ  -ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ י לִ יל&עִ לְ ת &חַ נ&ְמ לְ ת &כ&זְ לִ 
 .י1יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר&1 צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ �פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה ִ	 � ֶ� צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ . ____________יק ִד צַ 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings. 
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4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Elul

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 14th of Elul ~ Begins Friday Night
� Rav Yosef Yuska ben Rav Yisrael Ashkenazi, 

� Rav Yitzchok Gotinyu of Izmir, Turkey, 

� Rav Yaakov Malul, Rav of Vezan, (5688/1928).

� 15th of Elul ~ Begins Mot
� Rav Chanoch Henach Eiges

Moshe Lapidus at his kollel in Rassein, (5701/1941);

� Rav Yaakov Koppel Chassid

founder of the Kosov and Vizhnitz dynasties. Born in Kolomaya, Ukraine, he w

his family tree through his father, Rav Nechemya Feivel, back to the 

Provence and beyond, to Dovid 

Bartenura. His most famous work, 

also wrote a kabbalistic commentary on the 

nusach of the Arizal, and a kabbalistic

are quoted by his son, Rav Menachem Mendel of Kosov, i

(5547/1787); 

� Rav Moshe Alshakar, mechaber

Maala Umata, a piyut of praises to 

(5302/1542 or 5295/1535); 

� Rav Meir Horowitz of Lebertov, (5601/1841); 

� Rav Akiva Eiger (I), mechaber

� Rav Avrohom Yaakov Horowitz

� 16th of Elul ~ Begins Sun
� Rav Avrohom Avigdor Nachum

of Bnei Brak (1917–2001/5761). Born in Kinov, in the Ostrovtze region of Poland, his father, 

Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Don, served as 

Rav Elimelech Menachem Mendel. At the age of thirteen, Rav Av

Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva. When World War II broke out, he was at his parents’ home and he 

escaped with his father to Lodz, from where the family fled to Warsaw, and from there, at the 

directive of his father, Avrohom fled to Bara

fled to Vilna, during Chanuka

Soloveitchik) of Brisk. In 1946, he married a great

Gur. After their marriage he learned that his father and eight of his siblings had perished in the 

Holocaust, and that only he and his sister remained alive from the entire Strikover dynasty.

became Rebbe of Strikov after World War II, first in Tel Aviv and then in Bnei Brak, 

(5761/2001); 
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Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK BEGINNING SHABBOS KI SEITS
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Elul 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

day Night (Sep 16th) 
Rav Yisrael Ashkenazi, mechaber of Ohel Yosef, (5627/1867);

of Izmir, Turkey, mechaber of Bais Yitzchok, (5560/1800);

of Vezan, (5688/1928). 

tzai Shabbos (Sep 17th) 
Rav Chanoch Henach Eiges of Vilna, mechaber of Marcheshes, talmid 

in Rassein, (5701/1941); 

Rav Yaakov Koppel Chassid, the Shliach Tzibbur and chazzan of the Ba’al Shem Tov

founder of the Kosov and Vizhnitz dynasties. Born in Kolomaya, Ukraine, he w

his family tree through his father, Rav Nechemya Feivel, back to the 

Provence and beyond, to Dovid HaMelech. He was also a descendant of Rav Ovadia of 

Bartenura. His most famous work, Sha’ar Gan Eden, was printed posthum

commentary on the siddur, Kol Yaakov, printed in 1859, based on the 

kabbalistic commentary on the Haggoda. Some of his 

are quoted by his son, Rav Menachem Mendel of Kosov, in his sefer

mechaber of Shailos U’Tshuvos Maharam Alshakar

of praises to Hashem, featured at the beginning of some 

Lebertov, (5601/1841);  

mechaber of Mishnas Rav Akiva, (5518/1758); 

Rav Avrohom Yaakov Horowitz of Provizna, mechaber of Tzur Yaakov, (5702/1942).

nday Night (Sep 18th) 
Rav Avrohom Avigdor Nachum ben Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Don Landau, the Strik

2001/5761). Born in Kinov, in the Ostrovtze region of Poland, his father, 

Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Don, served as Rav of the city. Avrohom was raised by his grandfather, 

Rav Elimelech Menachem Mendel. At the age of thirteen, Rav Avrohom began to study in the 

. When World War II broke out, he was at his parents’ home and he 

escaped with his father to Lodz, from where the family fled to Warsaw, and from there, at the 

directive of his father, Avrohom fled to Baranowitz. A week after his arrival in Baranowitz he 

Chanuka 1939. There, he began to study under the 

Soloveitchik) of Brisk. In 1946, he married a great-granddaughter of the Chiddushei HaRim

he learned that his father and eight of his siblings had perished in the 

Holocaust, and that only he and his sister remained alive from the entire Strikover dynasty.

of Strikov after World War II, first in Tel Aviv and then in Bnei Brak, 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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, (5627/1867); 

, (5560/1800); 

talmid of Rav Alexander 

Ba’al Shem Tov and 

founder of the Kosov and Vizhnitz dynasties. Born in Kolomaya, Ukraine, he was able to trace 

his family tree through his father, Rav Nechemya Feivel, back to the Ba’alei Tosafos of 

. He was also a descendant of Rav Ovadia of 

, was printed posthumously in 1854. He 

, printed in 1859, based on the 

. Some of his Torah ideas 

sefer, Ahavas Sholom, 

Shailos U’Tshuvos Maharam Alshakar and Kol Bruei 

, featured at the beginning of some siddurim, 

, (5702/1942). 

Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Don Landau, the Strikover Rebbe 

2001/5761). Born in Kinov, in the Ostrovtze region of Poland, his father, 

of the city. Avrohom was raised by his grandfather, 

rohom began to study in the 

. When World War II broke out, he was at his parents’ home and he 

escaped with his father to Lodz, from where the family fled to Warsaw, and from there, at the 

nowitz. A week after his arrival in Baranowitz he 

1939. There, he began to study under the Griz (Rav Velvel 

Chiddushei HaRim of 

he learned that his father and eight of his siblings had perished in the 

Holocaust, and that only he and his sister remained alive from the entire Strikover dynasty. He 

of Strikov after World War II, first in Tel Aviv and then in Bnei Brak, 
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� Rav Yitzchok HaKohen Shapiro, father-in-law of Maharam Lublin, (5342/1582); 

� Rav Yosef Kovo, Rav in Salonika, Greece, (5487/1727); 

� Rav Avrohom Naftoli Tzvi of Vermeiza (Worms), (5472/1712);  

� Rav Tzvi Dishkis of Opotshna, (5615/1855); 

� Rav Masoud Yona Edre’ei, the Tzaddik of Rosh Pina, (5728/1968);  

� Rav Yechi Shnior, talmid of Baba Sali, (5754/1994). 

� 17th of Elul ~ Begins Monday Night (Sep 19th) 
� Rav Nosson Nota Shapiro, Maggid of Lublin, (5512/1752); 

� Rav Yosef Yoska of Dubno, a talmid of the Maggid of Mezritch and mechaber of Yesod Yosef, 

an encyclopedic work on mussar, drawing heavily on the Zohar, (5560/1800); 

� Rav Yaakov Koppel Reich, Rav of Budapest (1838–1929/5689), born in the city of Verboi to 

Rav Avrohom Yechezkel, who was the son of Rav Yaakov Koppel Charif, mechaber of Sefer 

Yaavetz on Chulin. He learned in Pressburg under the Kesav Sofer and in Grossvardein under 

Rav Yitzchok Aharon Landesberg. In 1860, he succeeded his father-in-law as Rav of Sobotitch. 

In 1872, he became Rav of Verboi, and in 1890, he was appointed Rav and Av Beis Din of 

Budapest, (5689/1929); 

� Rav Yosef of Ostilla, (5590/1830). 

� Rav Dovid Dov Ber Taub, Rav of Dabrizinsk, mechaber of Binyan Dovid, (5659/1899); 

� 18th of Elul ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Sep 20th) 
� On the 18th of Elul, we celebrate the birthdays of Rav Yisrael Ba’al Shem Tov and Rav Schneur 

Zalman of Liadi. 

The Ba’al Shem Tov, founder of the Chassidic movement, was born in 1698 in Okup, a small 

town in the Carpathian Mountains of Poland. Rav Yisrael (born circa 1700) was born to poor 

and elderly parents, Eliezer and Sora, in a settlement near Okopy Świętej Trójcy, a newly built 

fortress close to Kameniec in the West Ukraine. Often called the Ba’al Shem Tov or the 

acronym Besh”t, he was not the typical mystical Rebbe. He is considered to be the founder of 

Chassidic Judaism. In 1703, Rav Yisrael became an orphan, and the Jewish community of 

Tluste (near Zalischyky) adopted him, providing him with his basic needs. Often, after the 

conclusion of his studies at the local cheder (Jewish elementary school), he would wander into 

the fields and forests that surrounded the village to meditate and recognize the wonders of 

Hashem’s creation. In 1710, he finished cheder and became an assistant to a melamed 

(instructor in cheder). According to Chassidic lore, on his sixteenth birthday, Eliyohu HaNovi 

appeared to him and described to him the great effects the tefillos of simple folk had in Heaven. 

During the many years that he lived in the woods and came into contact with the peasants, the 

Besh”t had learned how to use plants for healing purposes. The Besh”t was introduced to the 

secrets of Kabbola by Rav Odom Ba’al Shem of Ropczyce. Caring for the Jewish poor, a group 

of Tzaddikim encouraged Jews to move to agrarian lifestyles as alternatives to the chronic 

poverty which was the lot of city Jews. In continuation of this policy, they decided that they 

needed to look after the educational needs of the children living in small farm communities. 

The Besh”t became the leader of this movement at the age of eighteen. Sometime in 1712, the 

Besh”t became a shamash (sexton) of the local shul. In the early 1700s, he formulated the 

approach of Chassidus, stressing the importance of serving Hashem with joy and warmth, 

humility and love of your fellow, and the necessity of having a Rebbe – a holy person who 

guides his followers on their spiritual journeys. After his passing in 1760, many of his talmidim 

established their own Chassidic courts. They all followed the Chassidic tradition, but each 
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Rebbe developed a unique approach to 

Shem Tov’s teachings. He was niftar

Rav Schneur Zalman (affectionately known as the “

the Chabad branch of Chassidus

He was a talmid of Rav Dov Ber (the 

successor of the Ba’al Shem Tov

1773, Rav Schneur Zalman established the 

is an acronym for three Hebrew words (

which mean “intellect”, “understanding” and “knowledge”. 

Chassidus emphasizes the importance of studying and understanding 

the esoteric parts of Torah – which include concepts such as 

the purpose of Torah and the uniqueness of the Jewish soul. Rav 

Schneur Zalman’s magnum opus, the 

also authored the Shulchon Aruch HaRav

These two luminaries were both born on the same date, the 18

teshuva, a month of “renewing our marriage vows”, as a natio

reignite the spark in our relationship with 

value of chai, the Hebrew word for “life”. Studying 

breathes new “life” into Elul

(www.askmoses.com/en/article/674,144488/Chai

� Rav Yehuda Loew, the Maharal

Pesach Seder, to a distinguished family of 

HaMelech, he was the youngest of four brothers. The 

the age of thirty-two. He had six daughters and one son who was named after the 

father, Betzalel. In 1553, he wa

he remained for the following twenty years. In 1573, he moved to Prague, where he opened a 

Yeshiva. In 1592, the Maharal

1598 to serve as its chief Rav

where boys were taught at a very young age and insisted that children must be taught in 

accordance with their intellectual maturity. One of his leading 

Heller, mechaber of the classic 

introduction, informs us that the 

same time, he was fully conversant with the scientific knowledge of his time a

with some of the contemporary eminent scientists. His 

observatory of Tycho Brahe, the distinguished astronomer. He was a prolific writer, and his 

works include: Tiferes Yisrael, on the greatness of 

Be’er Hagola, a commentary on 

Or Chodosh, on the book of Esther

and many others. Rav Kook stated that

Gaon of Vilna on the one hand, and of the father of 

described as a Mekubol who wrote in philosophic garb, (5369/1609);

� Rav Abdala (Abdullah) Somech

(1813/5573–1889/5649). Born in Baghdad, he traced his lineage back to Rav Nissim Gaon, 

head of the Yeshiva of Neharda’ah, (5649/1889);

� Rav Ze’ev Nachum Bornstein

Rav Avrohom Borenstein of Sochatchov, the 
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developed a unique approach to Chassidus, emphasizing a different aspect of the 

niftar of the 6th of Sivan 5520 (May, 22 1760) [

Rav Schneur Zalman (affectionately known as the “Alter Rebbe”, “the Old 

Chassidus, was born in Liozna, Belarus, in 1745. 

of Rav Dov Ber (the Maggid) of Mezritch, the primary 

Shem Tov, and after Rav Dov Ber’s petira in 

1773, Rav Schneur Zalman established the Chabad movement. Chabad 

is an acronym for three Hebrew words (Chochma, Bina and Da’as), 

which mean “intellect”, “understanding” and “knowledge”. Chabad 

s the importance of studying and understanding 

which include concepts such as Hashem, 

and the uniqueness of the Jewish soul. Rav 

Schneur Zalman’s magnum opus, the Tanya, serves as the basic text of Chabad 

Shulchon Aruch HaRav, a universally accepted codification of Jewish Law.

These two luminaries were both born on the same date, the 18th of Elul. 

, a month of “renewing our marriage vows”, as a nation with Hashem

reignite the spark in our relationship with Hashem. The number eighteen has the numerical 

, the Hebrew word for “life”. Studying Chassidus, and living a life of 

Elul, and into our relationship with Hashem

www.askmoses.com/en/article/674,144488/Chai-Elul-the-18th-of-Elul.html)

Maharal (1525/5285–1609). Born in Posen, Poland, on the night of the 

, to a distinguished family of Rabbonim that traced its ancestry to Dovid 

, he was the youngest of four brothers. The Maharal married his 

two. He had six daughters and one son who was named after the 

father, Betzalel. In 1553, he was elected Rav of Nikolsburg and the Province of Moravia, where 

he remained for the following twenty years. In 1573, he moved to Prague, where he opened a 

Maharal accepted the position of Rav in Posen, returning to Prague in 

Rav. The Maharal castigated the educational methods of his day 

where boys were taught at a very young age and insisted that children must be taught in 

accordance with their intellectual maturity. One of his leading talmidim was Rav Yom Tov

of the classic mishnaic commentary, Tosafos Yom Tov

introduction, informs us that the Maharal greatly encouraged group study of the 

same time, he was fully conversant with the scientific knowledge of his time a

with some of the contemporary eminent scientists. His talmid, Dovid Ganz, worked in the 

observatory of Tycho Brahe, the distinguished astronomer. He was a prolific writer, and his 
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of Vilna on the one hand, and of the father of Chassidus, on the other hand”. He has been 

who wrote in philosophic garb, (5369/1609); 

Rav Abdala (Abdullah) Somech, Rebbe of the Ben Ish Chai and head of Iraqi Jewry 

1889/5649). Born in Baghdad, he traced his lineage back to Rav Nissim Gaon, 

of Neharda’ah, (5649/1889); 

Rav Ze’ev Nachum Bornstein, mechaber of Agudas Eizov, Rav of Elkush and Biala, fath

Rav Avrohom Borenstein of Sochatchov, the Avnei Nezer, (5645/1885) (Hamodia
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Elul). 

� 19th of Elul ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Sep 21st) 
� Rav Yaakov of Orleans, one of the Ba’alei Tosafos and a talmid of Rabbeinu Tam, was killed 

with many other Jews in London during pogroms after the coronation of King Richard the 

Lion-Hearted, (4949/1189) (others say it was the 3rd of Elul); 

� Rav Moshe Zvi Arye Bick (1911–1990/5750) was born in Medzbosz (Mezhibuzh), Ukraine, 

but grew up in New York, and is recognized as one of the first Gedolim to be raised on 

American soil. He studied under Rav Moshe Soloveitchik at Yeshiva Rabbeinu Yitzchok 

Elchonon Spektor and attended New York City public schools at night. At age twenty-one, Rav 

Bick was hired by a shul in the Bronx. While there, he founded schools for both boys and girls. 

Later, he moved to Boro Park. He was recognized as a master posek by both Chassidic and non-

Chassidic communities, but never published his teshuvos. His father, Rav Chaim Yechiel 

Michel, was the last Rav of Mezhibuzh. Their family had been the heads of the Bais Din in 

Mezhibuzh for seven generations, since the days of the Ba’al Shem Tov. He is buried in Beth 

David Cemetery on Long Island, (5750/1990); 

� Rav Hillel Vitkind, Rosh Yeshiva of Beis Hillel of Novardok-Tel Aviv in Bnei Brak. He and his 

Rebbetzin were moser nefesh for bochurim arriving on the shores of Eretz Yisrael. They lived a 

life of great poverty as a result of the tremendous expenses which they incurred for saving the 

bochurim, (5734/1974); 

� Rav Chaim Benveniste (1603–1673/5433), a talmid of Rav Yosef Trani. Born in 

Constantinople, he was appointed Rav of Tita (near Izmir) in 1644. In 1658, he was appointed 

one of the Rabbonim of Izmir. He became an adherent of Shabsai Tzvi (1665–67) but 

subsequently repented. He authored Kenesses HaGedola, a digest of halachic material from the 

time of Rav Yosef Caro until his own time, (5433/1673) (Hamodia 2005: 19th of Elul); 

� Rav Elimelech Alter Paneth (“Reb Meilech”), the Deizher Rebbe (1928–2005/5765). Born to 

Rav Yosef and Rebbetzin Lifash Paneth in Tekendorf, Romania, he lived with his family in 

Paris after the War, before they all immigrated to the United States. He married Rebbetzin 

Yocheved in 1951, (5765/2005); 

� Rav Moshe of Orzistchov ben Rav Pinchas of Ostroh, raised by the Shpole Zeide after being 

orphaned. 

� 20th of Elul ~ Begins Thursday Night (Sep 22nd) 
� Rav Moshe Arye Freund, Ga’avad/Av Bais Din of the Eida HaChareidis of Yerushalayim, 

(5756/1996); 

� Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, founder and Rosh Yeshiva of Ponovezh (5646/1886–

5729/1969); 

� Rav Eliyohu (Elya) Lopian (1872–1970/5730), mechaber of Lev Eliyohu; legendary 

Mashgiach of Kelm; Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Etz Chaim in London, and Mashgiach at Kfar 

Chassidim. Rav Sholom Schwadron (1911–1997) was one of his talmidim. After having 

dedicated twenty-five years of his life to Yeshiva Eitz Chaim, Rav Elya passed the leadership of 

the Yeshiva over to Rav Greenspan. Rav Elya moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1950, when he was 

seventy-six years old, (5730/1970); 

� Rav Yehuda Muskato, mechaber of Nefutzos Yehuda, (5350/1590); 

� Rav Shimon Reisher, mechaber of Minchas Yehuda, (5474/1714); 

� Rav Avrohom Weinberg of Stutchin, mechaber of Reishis Bikurim, (5702/1942); 
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� Rav Avrohom ben Rav Naftoli Hertz Sternhartz, great-grandson of Rav Nosson of Breslov, he 

was one of the leaders of Breslov in his time. He was known as Kochov Lev, (5715/1955). 



Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
In Shulchon Aruch Orach Chaim Siman 581:4, the Rema cites the Maharil who writes: 

“There are those who have the custom [on Erev Rosh HaShana] to visit the kevorim and to 
say many techinos (supplications) and tefillos there, and they give tzedoka (charity) there to 
the aniyim (poor) (Kol Bo).  

The Be’er Heiteiv (17) explains there that the Bais HaChaim is a place where the souls 
of the Tzaddikim reside and therefore it is a pure and holy place where tefillos are accepted 
more readily. He also says in the name of the Maharil that we should not make requests of the 
Tzaddikim but rather ask Hashem to fulfill our requests in their merit. He says in the name of 
the Shela that you should do hakofos, encircle the tziun and also give tzedoka before reciting 
techinos. In the name of the AriZal, you should not visit the same grave twice in one day. 

The Minchas Elozor (siman chaim) [cited by Segulos Yisrael, # Kuf] argues with the 
Maharil and cites many proofs from Medrash and Zohar that one may make requests of the 
Tzaddik (the niftar) that he should intercede and advocate on High on our behalf. 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Chanoch Henach Eiges Rav Chanoch Henach Eiges Rav Chanoch Henach Eiges Rav Chanoch Henach Eiges of Vilnaof Vilnaof Vilnaof Vilna, , , , 11115555thththth    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul    
The Marcheshes 

Rav Chanoch Henach Eiges was 
born in 5624/1864 in Raissen. His father 
was Rav Simcha Reuven Eidelman (Rav 
Simcha Reuven used a different last name, 
probably due to fear of being drafted into 
the Russian army), known as Sar ben 
Chayal Ha’Adulami, by the Roshei Teivos 
of his name (Sar, Simcha Reuven) and his 
father’s name (Chayal, Chaim Yehuda 
Leib). 

In his youth, Rav Chanoch Henach 
learned in Raissen under Rav Alexander 
Moshe Lapidos, mechaber of the mussar 
classic, Divrei Emes. A masmid, the young 
talmid sat for hours on end in the Bais 
Medrash. 

From there, Rav Chanoch Henach 

went on to learn in Brisk, where he was 
close with Rav Yosef Dov, a relative. 

Later, Rav Chanoch Henach learned 
in Kovna. Once when the Rav of Kovna, 
Rav Yitzchok Elchonon Spektor, came into 
the Bais Medrash, he saw this bochur 
learning diligently. When Rav Shmuel 
Zibertenski (Lubatcher), a Dayan in Vilna, 
asked Rav Yitzchok Elchonon to suggest a 
fitting chosson for his granddaughter, Rav 
Yitzchok Elchonon chose Rav Chanoch 
Henach. 

After the petira of Rav Shmuel 
Zibertenski in 5658/1898, Rav Chanoch 
Henach became a Rav in Vilna, and he held 
the position for more than forty years. 

Rav Chanoch Henach made his 
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name in the Torah world with the printing 
of his grandfather’s sefer, Olas Shmuel, in 
5661/1901, adding his own deroshos as an 
appendix to the sefer. 

In 5666/1906, with the petira of Rav 
Shlomo HaKohen, the elderly Rav of Vilna, 
Rav Chanoch Henach and Rav Chaim Ozer 
Grodzinski were the acknowledged leaders 
of the Torah community of Vilna. 

During World War I, Rav Chaim 
Ozer was forced to flee Vilna, but Rav 
Chanoch Henach remained. Many 
bochurim from neighboring Yeshivos 
found refuge in Vilna, and Rav Chanoch 
Henach said a shiur for them every week. 

Rav Chanoch Henach was close with 
the Gedolim of his time, especially the 
Chofetz Chaim. He was given a kibbud at 
the bris of a grandson of the Chofetz 
Chaim. 

Initially, Rav Chanoch Henach 
leaned toward the Mizrachi movement, but 
in 5689/1929, when members of Mizrachi 
insulted Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski by 

attempting to install one of their own as 
Rav of Vilna, Rav Chanoch Henach 
officially announced that he was separating 
from them. (Rav Aharon Rabinowitz, Rav 
of Lida, left the Mizrachi for the same 
reason.) 

In 5691/1931, Rav Chanoch Henach 
printed the first volume of his work, the 
Marcheshes. It was a two-part sefer of 
teshuvos in Halocha and chiddushim on 
the Shas. These seforim made him famous 
in the Yeshiva world; they became 
standard learning material in the Yeshivos. 
In 5695/1935 he published the second 
volume. 

After the petira of Rav Chaim Ozer 
in Av 5700/1940, Rav Chanoch Henach 
was considered by many of the bnei Torah 
the senior Rav and Torah leader. 

He was killed al Kiddush Hashem 
on the 15th of Elul 5701/1941. 

Hashem yinkom domo. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-15-elulaugust-21/    

 

Rav Yaakov Koppel ChassidRav Yaakov Koppel ChassidRav Yaakov Koppel ChassidRav Yaakov Koppel Chassid, , , , 11115555thththth    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul    

It once happened that Rav Yaakov 
Koppel Chassid entered a shul in a town he 
had never been to before. The regulars 
were curious – who was he and why had he 
come to their town? He was in a great 
hurry at the time and so he was relieved to 
see a quorum of men already assembled, 
ready to begin the morning tefillos. There 
was no Rav there, and not wanting to wait, 
he ascended the bima. The “regulars” were 
surprised and offended that this unknown 
man presumed to lead the tefillos. After all, 
who was this fellow, who didn’t even have 
the courtesy to wait a few minutes for the 
Rav or the president of the congregation?  

He had already begun the morning 
service when the president arrived. Seeing 
a stranger at the bima, he rushed up to him 
and said, “What a chutzpa! Who do you 

think you are to begin the tefillos before the 
Rav or I have arrived?” And he continued 
berating the man in this fashion. Rav 
Yaakov, however, just kept silent. But his 
refusal to respond infuriated the president 
even more and he blurted out, “Don’t you 
see who’s speaking to you?” Finally Rav 
Yaakov replied in a quiet voice, “You also 
do not see to whom you are speaking.”  

No sooner had those words been 
uttered than everything went dark before 
the president’s eyes. He rushed to a doctor, 
then to a specialist – to several specialists – 
but no one could find a cause for his 
sudden blindness. He tried every treatment 
that was suggested to him, but nothing 
proved a cure. Then, it dawned upon him: 
when had his blindness begun? After he 
had angry words with the stranger in the 
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shul. Undoubtedly, he had offended a 
hidden Tzaddik with his words, and this 
was the consequence of his anger.  

In despair, he decided to travel to 
the Ba’al Shem Tov. He had heard about 
this great Tzaddik; maybe he could help. 
“Rebbe, I have heard that you can perform 
miracles. I have been blind since I angered 
a certain hidden Tzaddik. My problem is 
that I don’t know who he is or where I can 
find him.”  

The Ba’al Shem Tov replied, “The 
man is my talmid, Rav Yaakov Koppel, and 
you sinned against him with your angry 
speech. Go to him and beg his forgiveness. 
If he forgives you, your blindness will be 
cured.” The man indeed traveled to Rav 
Yaakov, who accepted his apology. His 
sight returned as quickly as it had 
vanished. 

www.rabbishimon.com/tzadikim/showz.ph
p?p=koppel.htm  

The Ba’al Shem Tov once spent 
Shabbos in the town of Kolomaya, and on 
the night of Shabbos he sensed the 
presence in the town of a holy soul 

radiating great light. So he went out for a 
stroll to find that light. When he passed by 
a certain home, he saw the light radiating 
from it; he also heard, within, the sounds of 
singing and dancing. Seeing that the door 
was slightly ajar, he went in and saw Rav 
Yaakov Koppel dancing in ecstasy before 
his Shabbos table, which was laden with 
good food. 

Rav Yaakov Koppel sang and danced 
for a long time until he finally stopped and 
noticed the Ba’al Shem Tov. He welcomed 
his guest warmly, and the Ba’al Shem Tov 
asked him, “Why do you sing and dance 
this way before eating?” 

Rav Yaakov Koppel answered, 
“Before I partake of the physical food, I 
first stand in front of the table and absorb 
the food’s spiritual essence. Sometimes, I 
become so aroused that I sing and dance.” 

Text of story excerpted by permission from 
Jewish Tales of Mystic Joy by Yitzhak 
Buxbaum, JosseyBass, 2002  

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/385241/jewish/The-

Table.htm 

    

Rav Rav Rav Rav AvrohomAvrohomAvrohomAvrohom    Avigdor Nachum LandauAvigdor Nachum LandauAvigdor Nachum LandauAvigdor Nachum Landau,,,,    11116666thththth    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul    
The Strikover Rebbe 

Rav Avrohom was born on the 11th of 
Shevat 5677/1917, in Kinov, in the 
Ostrovtze region of Poland. His father was 
Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Dan, Hy”d, son of Rav 
Elimelech Menachem Mendel of Strikov. 
Rav Avrohom, as he was called, was a child 
prodigy who studied under leading Polish 
Talmidei Chachomim. 

After becoming bar mitzva, he 
entered Yeshiva Chachmei Lublin and was 
a prime talmid of Rav Meir Shapiro, the 
Kaziglover Rav and Rav Shimon of 
Zelichov. There he grew in Torah, avoda 
and middos. 

In Kislev 5700/1940, obeying his 
father’s orders, Rav Avrohom fled Warsaw 

for Vilna. Of all his family, only he and a 
sister survived the war, while their parents 
and eight of their siblings perished, HY”D. 
He eventually arrived in Eretz Yisrael and 
settled in Yerushalayim. He used to say 
that everything in Eicha about the 
slaughter and suffering of Yidden 
happened in World War II. 

In Yerushalayim, he grew close to 
and became a faithful talmid of the Brisker 
Rav, Rav Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik. After 
his marriage to the daughter of Rav Meir 
Wydislavski, he found an apartment near 
that of the Tchebiner Rav, to whom he was 
also close. 

It took many years for Rav Avrohom 
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to recover sufficiently from his losses in 
World War II to be able to undertake the 
rebuilding of Strikover Chassidus. When 
the time came, he moved to Tel Aviv and 
built a Bais Medrash, but did not establish 
a court. Instead, he founded an elite kollel. 

In 5744/1984 he moved to Bnei 
Brak, where he reestablished his Bais 
Medrash and founded Yeshiva Strikov. He 
was sought after by Talmidei Chachomim 
as well as by suffering, downtrodden 
Yidden, all of whom valued his erudite 
learning, his sage advice and his 
welcoming, listening ear. 

Rav Avrohom was one of the rare 
Gedolim acclaimed equally by the world of 
Chassidus and the Litvishe Yeshiva world. 
For two generations, he was revered as one 
of the illustrious disseminators of Brisker 
Torah, while leading Chassidim respected 
him as a brilliant scion of the Strikov 
dynasty. 

The Strikover Rebbe’s humility was 
extraordinary; he simply could not bear 
any kovod at all. He never had a 
meshamesh — he opened his front door 
himself and answered his own telephone. 
For most of his life, he wore a regular suit 
instead of the usual Rabbinic garb 
(kapota). He would even remove his 

Rabbinical hat in public places so as not to 
stand out. 

When he moved to Bnei Brak, he 
would often be seen helping children cross 
the street. 

For dozens of years he traveled by 
bus, refusing to allow anyone to drive him. 
Even in his later years, he would insist on 
taking the bus from Bnei Brak to 
Yerushalayim. When a Chassid objected 
that buses were not respectable enough, the 
Rebbe rejoined with humor that, 
measuring by the size of his vehicle (a bus), 
he must be the greatest Rebbe around. 

When the Rebbe did accept a ride, 
he would travel only at the driver’s 
convenience. When he lived in Tel Aviv, he 
was driven by a Chassid who worked in Tel 
Aviv and lived in Bnei Brak, but he would 
never tell the Chassid when he needed a 
ride. He would only agree to be picked up 
on the Chassid’s way home from work, 
giving no information that might lead to 
extra effort on the Chassid’s part. 

The Strikover Rebbe was niftar on 
the 16th of Elul 5761/2001. 

Zechuso yogen oleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-16-elulaugust-22/ 

 

Rav Masoud Yona Edre’eiRav Masoud Yona Edre’eiRav Masoud Yona Edre’eiRav Masoud Yona Edre’ei,,,,    11116666thththth    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul    
The Tzaddik of Rosh Pina 

Rav Masoud Yona Edre’ei was born 
in 5674/1914 in the city of Deganah in 
Morocco. As a young bochur he moved to 
Marrakesh, where he learned with 
hasmoda in the local Yeshiva. 

Rav Masoud served as a Rav, mohel 
and sofer. He was actively involved in the 
dissemination of Torah and gave berochos 
and help to whoever came to him. He 
delved into Kabbola beginning in his youth 
and became known as a poel yeshuos 
(miracle worker). 

In 5710/1950 Rav Masoud moved to 
Eretz Yisrael and settled in Rosh Pina. He 
wrote Sfas Emes, a compilation of 
chiddushim and remozim on the Torah and 
Nach, and deroshos on a wide array of 
topics. 

Rav Masoud was niftar on the 16th of 
Elul 5728/1968 at the age of fifty-four and 
was buried on Har HaMenuchos in 
Yerushalayim. 

Zecher Tzaddik livrocha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-16-elulseptember-11/ 
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Rav Yosef of OstillaRav Yosef of OstillaRav Yosef of OstillaRav Yosef of Ostilla, , , , 11117777thththth    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul    
Rav Yosef was the son of Rav 

Mordechai of Neshchiz. He was born in 
5623/1763 and named for his maternal 
grandfather, Rav Yosef Katzenelenbogen, 
Rav of Leshnov. 

He married the daughter of Rav 
Yehuda Meir Shapira of Shpitovka, the son 
of Rav Pinchas of Koritz. 

Rav Yosef was appointed Rav in 
Ostilla in his father’s lifetime. After the 
petira of his father on the 8th of Nissan 
5560/1800, Rav Yosef became Rebbe in 
Ostilla. 

Rav Yosef often went to the court of 
the Chozeh in Lublin. The Chozeh held him 
in high esteem, calling him “the Urim 
V’tumim”. 

Rav Yosef was famous as a ba’al 
mofes. Many traveled to his court for his 
wondrous yeshuos. 

During his tenure as Rebbe, the city 
of Ostilla became famous when his 

daughter married Rav Don of Radvill, a 
grandson of the Ohev Yisrael of Apta. This 
wedding, known as the Ostilla chasuna, 
was attended by hundreds of Rebbes. 

While Rav Yosef was in Ostroha, for 
the wedding of his son, on the 18th of Elul 
5590/1830, he was suddenly niftar, and 
was honored with a large levaya. He was 
buried in Ostroha. 

When the family returned home to 
Ostilla they found his tzavo’a (will), in 
which he explicitly wrote that he would like 
a small levaya. 

Rav Yosef’s sons were Rav Pinchas 
of Ostilla; Rav Mordechai of Ostilla; Rav 
Levi Yitzchok of Stephin; and Rav Boruch 
of Kosnitin. His sons-in-law were Rav Don 
of Radvill; Rav Levi Yitzchok of Kamin; and 
Rav Aharon Tzintz, Rav of Turbin. 

Zechuso yogen oleinu. 
www.hamodia.com/features/day-history-17-elulseptember-12/ 



    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul    thththth77771111    ,,,,Rav Dovid Dov Ber TaubRav Dovid Dov Ber TaubRav Dovid Dov Ber TaubRav Dovid Dov Ber Taub    
Rav of Dabrizinsk, Mechaber of Binyan Dovid

Rav Dovid Dov Ber Taub, born circa 
5587/1827, was the son of Rav Binyomin 
Zev. 

When he was still a young boy, he 
became known for his dedication to 
learning and for his Yiras Shomayim. 

It is told that when Rav Dovid Dov 
was just nine years old, Rav Yitzchok of 
Vorka paid a visit to Zaloshin. The young 
Dovid, wishing to see the Rebbe’s holy 
countenance during the davening (the 
Vorka Rebbe would cover his head with his 
tallis), crawled under the table and peeked 
up through the tallis to see the Rebbe’s 
face. He related that he also saw the 
Rebbe’s limbs knocking against each other, 
in awe of Hashem. 

Rav Dovid Dov married the 

daughter of Rav Meir, son-in-law of Rav 
Moshe of Zaloshin, the Mishpat Tzedek. 

Initially, not willing to be supported 
for learning Torah, he tried his hand at 
business. But seemingly it wasn’t meant to 
be; he was asked to serve on the Bais Din in 
Zaloshin, as the city was short one of the 
three Dayonim required for a Bais Din. 

In 5615/1855, Rav Dovid Dov was 
appointed Rav in Shadek. 

Later, in 5620/1860, he became Rav 
in Neustadt, where he led the kehilla and 
also headed a large Yeshiva. 

In 5635/1875, Rav Dovid Dov was 
appointed Rav in the city of Dabrizinsk, on 
the border between Poland and Germany. 
There, too, he founded a Yeshiva, which 
attracted many bochurim. 
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Rav Dovid Dov was a Chassid of the 
first Vorka Rebbe, and after his petira, of 
his son, Rav Menachem Mendel of Vorka. 
Following the petira of Rav Menachem 
Mendel, Rav Dovid Dov traveled to Rav 
Dov Berisch of Biala, and after his petira, 
he traveled to Rav Yechiel, the Alter Rebbe 
of Alexander. 

Chiddushei Torah of Rav Dovid Dov 
on many masechtos of Shas and Shulchon 

Aruch were published as Binyan Dovid. 
Many of his manuscripts were burned, 
however, which greatly distressed Rav 
Dovid Dov. 

Rav Dovid Dov was niftar on the 17th 
of Elul 5659/1899 and buried in 
Dabrizinsk. 

Zecher Tzaddik livrocha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-17-elulaugust-23/ 

    

Rav Yehuda LoewRav Yehuda LoewRav Yehuda LoewRav Yehuda Loew,,,,    11118888thththth    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul        
The Maharal of Prague 

Rav Yehuda ben Bezalel Loew was 
born around the year 5285 (1525), probably 
in Posen. He became famous as a great 
Talmudic scholar at an early age. In his late 
twenties, he was invited to become the Rav 
in Nikolsburg, Moravia, a position which he 
held for about twenty years. His greatest 
fame, however, came to him as the spiritual 
head of the Jewish community in Prague, 
then the main center of central European 
Jewry. In Prague, the Maharal established 
the great Talmudic Academy known as the 
Klaus. (The ancient building of the Klaus 
burned down about eighty years after his 
petira and was subsequently rebuilt and 
named the Klaus Synagogue.) Among his 
famous talmidim were Rav Yom Tov 
Lipmann Heller and Rav Dovid Ganz, who 
were among the most famous Talmudists 
of their age. The Maharal won the 
admiration of his great contemporaries: 
Rav Shlomo Luria (Maharshal), Rav Meir 
(Maharam) of Lublin and others, who 
called him affectionately “the iron pillar 
supporting Yisrael”, “our breath of life” and 
“the marvel of the age”. 

The Maharal also became famous 
among non-Jews for his great secular 
knowledge of mathematics, astronomy and 
other sciences. He was a great friend of the 
astronomers Tycho Brahe and Johannes 
Kepler. They in turn introduced him to 
Emperor Rudolph II. According to many 

legends, the emperor paid him frequent 
visits during the night, to discuss with him 
both politics and science, and Rav Yehuda 
Loew made use of these excellent 
connections to the advantage of his 
community whenever it was threatened by 
attacks or oppression. 

Rav Yehuda Loew wrote many works 
on Rabbinic subjects, one of the most 
important of which is Gur Arye, a 
commentary on Rashi on the Chumash. 
Some of his best works are on Jewish 
philosophy and ethics. In his writings and 
teachings, he laid stress on understanding 
the simple literal meaning of the passages 
studied, avoiding the complicated form of 
study known as pilpul. He insisted that 
children should have a thorough knowledge 
of the Chumash and Mishna before taking 
up the study of the Talmud. His writings, 
particularly his commentary on Pirkei Avos 
(the Talmud’s “Ethics of the Fathers”) and 
the collection of his lectures such as 
Netzach Yisrael (“The Eternity of Yisrael”) 
and Nesivos Olam (“Ways of the World”), 
reflect his saintly character. 

The Maharal of Prague must also 
have been a master of Kabbola, for most of 
the legends concerning him speak of his 
knowledge of the divine creation and the 
hidden ways of Hashem. The Maharal was 
credited with being a miracle worker. The 
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most famous story is that of the Golem that 
he created out of clay and which he brought 
to life by the use of Hashem’s holy name. 
The Maharal averted many calamities and 
blood libels through the Golem. Every 
Friday evening, he would remove the 
sacred amulet bearing the name of Hashem 
from the Golem, in order that it might not 
profane the Shabbos. When the Golem had 
performed its mission, the Maharal laid it 
away in the attic of the Prague shul. In later 
years, a statue of Der Hohe Rav Uwe, 
created by a famous Czech sculptor, was 
placed before the new city hall of Prague. 

Few among the great men of Jewish 
history have been the subject of so many 
popular legends as Rav Yehuda ben Bezalel 
of Prague. He was said to possess great 
powers. One legend tells of the Maharal 
showing the emperor his far-off castle by 
“television”. Another one tells of the 
Maharal having brought down the spirits 
of the twelve sons of Yaakov Avinu in the 
presence of the emperor. 

But the Maharal has not become so 
revered a figure among the Jewish people 
because of his supernatural powers. To us, 
he is the man who, during one of the trying 
periods of Jewish history has done so much 
for his Jewish brethren, who was their 
spiritual leader and their spokesman, and 
who, in his writings, has left us a wealth of 
deep Jewish thought and moral teachings. 
We do not think of the Maharal as the 
creator of the Golem, but rather consider 
the light he has brought to Torah talmidim 
and the source of inspiration and faith 
contained in his ethical writings. 

www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/111877/jewish/Rav-

Yehuda-Loew-The-Maharal-of-Prague.htm  

 

Rav Yehuda Loew: the Maharal of 
Prague – the Man and the Legend 

Even until today, about four 
hundred years after his petira, few Gedolim 
capture the imagination like the Maharal 

MiPrague. Walking through the streets of 
the old city of Prague, you can hear the 
hoofbeats of long ago. Step into the Alt-Neu 
shul and you can vividly see the Maharal 
sitting next to the Aron Kodesh before your 
very eyes. Stand before his grave with your 
feet buried in six inches of snow and you 
still feel the heat emanating from his very 
alive kever.  

Surely the emperor with whom the 
Maharal had a private audience on the 3rd 
of Adar, 5352/1592, according to his 
famous talmid, the Tosafos Yom Tov, was 
deeply impressed by him. The great 
astronomers of his day, including Johannes 
Kepler and Tycho Brahe saw him as a 
friend. The Maharal’s stature among men 
was so great that he is the subject of many 
legends including that of the Golem of 
Prague. True or not, the Maharal is a 
legend for the Torah he taught and left for 
the ages. 

Rav Yehuda Loew was born 
anywhere from 1510–1525, to a 
distinguished family said to trace its roots 
back through the Reish Galusa in Bavel 
and to Dovid HaMelech. His older brother, 
Rav Chaim ben Betzalel, was a talmid of 
the Maharshal, as well as Rav Sholom 
Shachne, together with the Rema, and was 
one of the great Gedolim of his day.  

The Maharal was engaged to be 
married at the age of fifteen. However, 
when his future father-in-law lost his 
fortune and could not keep his financial 
commitment, he wrote to the Maharal that 
he was free to marry anyone else he chose. 
The Maharal chose to keep his 
commitment and waited ten years for his 
kalla until she miraculously became 
wealthy, as told by the Maharal’s son-in-
law, who heard the story from the Maharal 
himself. After a soldier stole a loaf of bread 
from her bakery, he threw her a saddle 
when she begged for compensation. In the 
saddle were hidden gold coins. 

The Maharal became Rav of 
Nikolsburg in Moravia and remained there 
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for over twenty years until he came to 
Prague. In Prague, he started a very 
successful Yeshiva and produced two 
famous talmidim, Rav Yom Tov
Heller (the Tosafos Yom Tov)
Dovid Ganz. The Maharal earned the great 
respect of the leading Gedolim 
including the Rema, the Maharshal
the Maharam Lublin. 

The Maharal believed that a child 
must learn the fundamentals before 
jumping into Gemora, including a strong 
knowledge of Chumash and Mishnayos
set up many Chevra Mishnayos 
the crown that had lost its luster. He was 
the driving force behind the Tos
Tov’s groundbreaking work on Mishnayos
The Maharal is also one of the great 
influences on modern Jewish thought
becoming the basis for both Chassidic
non-Chassidic philosophy and even
extent, Kabbola. The Maharal was said to 
be a great Mekubol, although he hid his 
ideas behind mundane language and 
avoided Kabbalistic terms. It is interesting 
to note that the Arizal’s Kabbo
spread to Europe yet in the days of the 
Maharal. 

The 
Maharal 
was niftar 
on the 18th 
of Elul 
5369/160
9. The 
Maharal 
wrote a 
number of 
landmark 
seforim, 
including 
his peirush on Rashi in Chumash
Aryeh; his peirush on Aggoda
Derech HaChaim, on Pirkei Avos
many more. The seforim he wrote are th
pulse of Yiddishe Hashkofa and give us an 
added dimension of life as 
nation. Maybe that’s what they meant when 

Alt-Neu Shul in Prague
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www.revach.net/stories/gedolim-biographies/Rav
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The Young Rav Yehuda Lo
Child Judge Before the Ruler 
City 

In the marketplace in Prague, in 
side-by-side stores with adjoining wall
were stores owned by a crooked fragrance 
dealer and an honest oil merchant. The 
Jewish oil merchant had a good reputation 
and his business thrived, while the crooked 
fragrance dealer struggled to bring 
customers into his store. 

One night, after the market was 
closed, the fragrance dealer drilled a small 
hole in the adjoining wall. He spent th
next several days observing the oil 
merchant. He noticed that each night the 
oil merchant would count his daily revenue 
and place it into a red pouch that he would 
hide. This gave him an idea.

The next day he ran into the street 
screaming that his money 
and that he suspected the oil merchant 
since he was the only one who knew that he 
placed his money in a red pouch. Sure 
enough, the police found the red pouch in 
the store of the oil merchant. Because of 
their respective reputations
believed the fragrance merchant
told a good story and a trial was set to take 
place. 

The talk of town was the big trial 
and the streets were full of debate as to who 
was the thief. Even the children talked 
voraciously about the upcoming tri
ruler was in a conundrum and didn
who to believe.  

One night before the trial, the ruler 
walked the streets and overheard some 
Jewish children playing “

Neu Shul in Prague 

they said that he made a Golem come to 
life. May the light of the Maharal live on 
within us until the coming of the wonders 

’Yomeinu Amen!  
biographies/Rav-Yehuda-Lowy-

The-Man-And-The-Legend/4061  

 

Yehuda Loew Plays 
he Ruler of the 

In the marketplace in Prague, in 
side stores with adjoining walls, 

were stores owned by a crooked fragrance 
dealer and an honest oil merchant. The 

il merchant had a good reputation 
and his business thrived, while the crooked 
fragrance dealer struggled to bring 

 

One night, after the market was 
the fragrance dealer drilled a small 

hole in the adjoining wall. He spent the 
next several days observing the oil 
merchant. He noticed that each night the 
oil merchant would count his daily revenue 
and place it into a red pouch that he would 
hide. This gave him an idea. 

The next day he ran into the street 
screaming that his money had been stolen 

he suspected the oil merchant 
s the only one who knew that he 

placed his money in a red pouch. Sure 
the police found the red pouch in 

the store of the oil merchant. Because of 
their respective reputations, no one really 
believed the fragrance merchant, but he 
told a good story and a trial was set to take 

The talk of town was the big trial 
and the streets were full of debate as to who 
was the thief. Even the children talked 
voraciously about the upcoming trial. The 
ruler was in a conundrum and didn’t know 

One night before the trial, the ruler 
walked the streets and overheard some 

“court”. One child 
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presided, while arguments were made by 
other children pretending to be the two 
claimants. The ruler amusedly stood by 
listening to the proceedings. 

After hearing both sides, the young 
judge asked them to bring a bowl of water. 
“We will put the coins in the water. If oil 
spots come floating to the top then we 
know the coins were handled by the oil 
dealer and he is innocent. If nothing floats 
to the top we will know that the rightful 
owner is the fragrance dealer and the oil 
merchant is a thief.” 

The very next day during the real 
trial before a packed courtroom, after 
hearing both sides, the ruler asked for a 
bowl of water...The oil merchant was 
proven innocent and the plot was 
discovered. When all the townspeople 
praised the ruler for his incredible wisdom, 
he said, “Do not praise me but the little boy 
who gave me the idea.” 

That little boy whose name was Rav 
Yehuda Loew, said the Brisker Rav, is 
better known today as the Maharal 
MiPrague. (Zichronam Li’Vracha/Uvdos 
V’Hanhagos L’Bais Brisk) 

www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/The-Young-Yehuda-Lowe-

Plays-Child-Judge-Before-The-Ruler-Of-The-City/4742  

 

Maharal MiPrague – The Magic of 
Turning Leah into Rochel  

 Vayehi vaboker v’hinei hi Lea 
(Vayeitzei 29:25). After the controversial 
chasuna where Yaakov was supposed to 
marry Rochel, the Torah tells us: “When 
the morning came, behold it was Leah”. 
Rashi adds, “But at night it was not Leah, 
since Yaakov gave the simonim to Rochel.” 
What does this mean – at night it was not 
Leah? Then who was it? 

 The Maharal MiPrague tells us that 
from here we learn a very powerful lesson: 
the Torah is the blueprint and central 
power of the world. He says that the 
Halocha is that simonim muvhokim are 

min HaTorah. This 
means that although the 
Chachomim decree that 
we can return an aveida 
to the person who gives 
simonim, nevertheless it 
is still not clear that the 
item belongs to him 
without a shadow of a 
doubt. This can have 
ramifications in 
Halocha such as 
returning a lost Get 
(divorce document). However, when a 
person gives simonim muvhokim, perfect, 
detailed and unique simonim, the Gemora 
concludes that the item belongs to that 
person Min HaTorah, as these simonim are 
conclusive. 

 Since Yaakov gave Rochel simonim 
muvhokim, midinei Torah that night the 
Kalla was actually Rochel, since she 
presented the simonim that were unique to 
Rochel alone. It was only in the morning 
light, when Lea physically appeared before 
Yaakov, that Min HaTorah the Kalla was 
Lea! We can learn from this Rashi and the 
Maharal what it means to have emuna in 
the Torah.  

www.revach.net/avodah/olam-hatorah/Maharal-MiPrague-The-

Magic-Of-Turning-Leah-Into-Rochel/4187    


The following story has been 

excerpted from the English weekly 
Hamodia, with a small supplement from 
an excellent biographical sketch by Ben 
Zion Bokser at Wellsprings. 
 

The Patience of the Maharal 

When Rav Shmuel Shmelke Reich of 
Worms, who was great both in Torah and 
in worldly affairs, being wealthy, esteemed 
and close to the king, entered his daughter 
Perel into an engagement with the 
Maharal, Rav Yehuda was only fifteen 
years old. For the three years until the 
wedding, Rav Shmelke sent his future son-

Maharal’s Seat 
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in-law to learn under the Maharshal in 
Przemysl, but in the meantime, the future 
father-in-law lost much of his fortune. 

When the Maharal turned eighteen, 
Rav Shmelke wrote to him, explaining that 
he could not live up to his dowry 
obligations, and therefore he was releasing 
the Maharal from any obligations toward 
the engagement. If the young man wished 
to marry someone else, he was free to do 
so. The Maharal wrote back that he was 
not interested in going back on his word, 
and that he hoped Rav Shmelke would be 
helped from Above. However, if the father 
did not wish to keep his daughter waiting 
until he should regain his wealth, he should 
find her another shidduch [match], and 
then the Maharal would know he was free. 

The mechutan [father-in-law to be] 
remained poor, so much so that the kalla 
[fiancée] opened a small bakery to help her 
parents. And so she stayed single for ten 
years. The Maharal likewise did not marry. 
He sat and 
learned, and 
thus earned 
the title “Rav 
Leib 
Bochur”. 
About the 
Maharal 
during those 
years, the 

Rema, Rav 
Moshe Isserles, 
quoted the pasuk: Harimosi bochur 
mei’om, motzosi Dovid avdi – “I have 
raised a young bochur (i.e., unmarried 
man) from the people, I have found Dovid 
my servant (Tehillim 89:20–21)”, for he 
was descended from Dovid HaMelech. 

A war sprang up after those ten 

years and the advancing armies marched 
through Worms. As a cavalryman among 
the rear guard rode past the open window 
of the kalla’s shop, he pierced one of her 
loaves with his spear. Perel ran after him, 
crying out not to steal from a poor girl who 
was supporting her elderly parents. The 
rider called back, “What can I do? I have no 
money and I am very hungry.’’ But then he 
offered her one of the two saddles he was 
sitting on, and tossed it roughly into her 
shop. 

When Perel went to pick up the 
saddle, she saw gold coins peeking out of 
the split seams. She ran to tell her parents 
of their good fortune, and how Hashem’s 
salvation had come, and her father 
immediately wrote to the Maharal to come 
and marry her, since Hashem had 
miraculously helped them cover the dowry 
and pay for the wedding. 

The marriage finally occurred in 
1544. Bride and groom, according to the 
Loew family chronicler, Meir Perles, were 
then thirty-two and twenty-eight years old 
respectively. Their marriage was a very 
happy one, and they were blessed with 
seven children: six daughters and a son. 

One of the Maharal’s sons-in-law, 
Rav Yitzchok HaKohen Katz, later noted 
that his father-in-law had always refused to 
join a Bais Din asked to break off 
engagements because of defaulted dowries. 
When such cases arose, the Maharal 
always tried to persuade the parties to 
maintain the engagement. If that failed, he 
sent them to other Dayonim [judges]. 

Zechuso yogein oleinu – May the 
Maharal’s merits protect us! 

www.heichalhanegina.blogspot.com/2007/08/patience-of-

maharal.html 

    

Maharal’s Matzeiva 
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Rav MoshRav MoshRav MoshRav Moshe Arye Freunde Arye Freunde Arye Freunde Arye Freund, , , , 22220000thththth    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul    

Ga’avad of the Eida HaChareidis of Yerushalayim

Rav Moshe Arye Freund, a 
descendant of the Rema, the Maharshal, 
the Shach and the Bais Yosef, was born in 
5664/1904 in the Hungarian town of 
Honiad where his father, Rav Yisrael, 
served as Av Bais Din.  

His paternal grandfather was Rav 
Avrohom Yehoshua Freund, the Naszoider 
Rav; his mother, Sora, was the daughter of 
Rav Zev Goldberger, the Rav of Honiad. At 
sixteen, he married the daughter of Rav 
Boruch Goldberger, who was a distant 
relative. 

Before World War II, Rav Moshe 
Arye served as Rosh Yeshiva in Satmar. In 
1944, the Nazis deported the entire family 
to Auschwitz, where his wife and all nine of 
his children died at the hands of the Nazis; 
only Rav Moshe Arye survived. Hashem 
yinkom domom. 

In 5711/1951, Rav Moshe Arye 
moved to Eretz Yisrael, settling in 
Yerushalayim, where he became Rav of the 
Satmar community. He was also Rosh 
Yeshiva of the Satmar Yeshiva, Yeshiva 
Yetev Lev in Yerushalayim. 

Following the petira of the Satmar 
Rebbe, on the 26th of Av 5739/1979, Rav 
Moshe Arye was elected Rosh Av Bais Din 
(Ra’avad) of the Eida HaChareidis in 
Yerushalayim. 

When Rav Yitzchok Yaakov Weiss 
was niftar in Sivan 5749/1989, Rav Moshe 
Arye was appointed Gaon Av Bais Din 
(Ga’avad) of the Eida HaChareidis, a 
position he held until his petira. 

In his later years, he was fondly 
known as the Yerushalayimer Rav and was 
considered a Rebbe. He was close with all 
the Gedolim and all the Admorim of his 
time. He wrote Ateres Yehoshua on the 
Torah. Despite having Satmar leanings, 
Rav Moshe Arye was close with all Gedolei 
HoRabbonim and Gedolei HaChassidus. 

Rav Moshe Arye was niftar on the 
20th of Elul in the year 5756/1996 at the 
age of ninety-two, and buried on Har 
HaZeisim. He left no children. Numerous 
mosdos were named after him in 
Yerushalayim. In Beit Shemesh there is 
Kiryas HaRema (Rema = Rav Moshe 
Arye). 

Zecher Tzaddik livrocha. 
www.hamodia.com/features/this-day-in-history-20-elulaugust-26/ 

 

 Rav Moshe Arye quoted in the name 
of Tzaddikim that to eat kugel after 
Kiddush and before washing for the seuda 
(after the famous sholom bayis story with 
the Kozhnitzer Maggid) is a segula for 
marrying off children with harchovas 
hadaas – without worrying about 
expenses. 

 It happened one Friday, that Rav 
Moshe Arye stepped into the kitchen where 
the Shabbos meal was being prepared. The 
vapors of the dishes filled the kitchen. Said 
Rav Moshe Aryeh, “If the women knew the 
powerful remedies contained in the vapor 
of the Shabbos dishes, they would not leave 
the kitchen all week.” (Zemiros Ateres 
Yehoshua, page 22). 

 (Editor: My family personally 
witnessed Rav Moshe Arye giving shirayim 
at his tisch on Friday nights from kugel 
that was burning hot – straight from the 
oven – and calmly distributing it by hand 
even though none of the recipients could 
bear to hold onto the kugel.) 

 

Being Sandek 

It was well known that the 
Yerushalayimer Rav loved doing the 
mitzva of being sandek. His talmidim 
always offered this kibud to him and 
merited seeing phenomenal offspring.  
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Once, a talmid who had already 
given the Rav sandek many times at the 
brisos of his previous children, asked the 
Rav if he would be mochel that he wanted 
to give the kibud to someone else due to the 
fact that this individual offered the father 
$5,000 for the kibud [being sandek is a 
well-known segula for becoming wealthy]. 
The Rav replied that the mitzva was so 
dear to him that he too would pay the 
$5,000 – and he did. 

Editor: Once, while a family member 
discussed this story with Rav Yaakov Meir 

Schechter, Shlit”a, he remarked that he was 
the mohel many times when Rav Moshe 
Arye was sandek and noticed that at each 
bris Rav Moshe Arye’s face shone like the 
sun and radiated kedusha. He surmised 
that since Rav Moshe Arye lost all his 
children during the Holocaust – he felt that 
every child for whom he was zoche to be 
sandek was like his own. He pronounced 
about Rav Moshe Arye, “A Tzaddik is 
measured by his ahavas Yisrael – which 
the Yerushalayimer Rav had in 
abundance!!” 

 

Rav Yosef Shlomo KahanemanRav Yosef Shlomo KahanemanRav Yosef Shlomo KahanemanRav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman,,,,    22220000thththth    of Elulof Elulof Elulof Elul    
Rosh Yeshiva of Ponovezh 

Rav Kahaneman was born in Kuhl, 
Lithuania, a small town of about three 
hundred residents, of whom about a third 
were Jews. As a young boy he attended the 
Yeshiva in Plunge led by Rav Chaim 
Yitzchok HaKohen Bloch, who is credited 
for cultivating Rav Kahaneman’s great 
potential. At the age of fourteen he went to 
study Talmud at the Telshe Yeshiva, where 
he studied Torah until he was twenty, 
under the direct inspiration of Rav Eliezer 
Gordon, who saw his potential. Another 
mentor of his in Telshe at the time was Rav 
Shimon Shkop. He then spent half a year in 
Novardok Yeshiva, after which he spent 
three years in Raduń Yeshiva studying 
under the tutelage of the Chofetz Chaim 
and Rav Naftoli Trop. He married the 
daughter of the Rav of Vidzh, and became 
Rav there at the end of 1911, when his 
father-in-law became the Rav of Vilkomir 
(Ukmergė). 

With the passing of Rav Itzele 
Rabinowitz in 1919, Rav Yosef Shlomo 
Kahaneman was appointed the new Rav of 
Ponevezh (Panevėžys), one of the largest 
centers of Jewish life in Lithuania. He was 
just thirty-three years old. There, he built 
three Yeshivos as well as a school and an 
orphanage. He was elected to the 

Lithuanian parliament.  

All of his institutions were destroyed 
and many of his talmidim and family were 
killed during World War II. 

Rav Kahaneman immigrated to the 
British Mandate of Palestine in 1940 and 
built Kiryat HaYeshiva (“Town of the 
Yeshiva”) in Bnei Brak and Botei Avos 
orphanages. Rav Kahaneman traveled 
widely in the Diaspora to secure financial 
support for his Yeshiva, which he 
constantly improved and extended. With 
the help of long-time friend, Rav Moshe 
Okun, Rav Kahaneman succeeded, in the 
face of opposition, in turning the 
reestablished Ponovezh Yeshiva into one of 
the largest in the world. 

He sought to take care of many 
orphans and tried to rescue them from the 
clutches of secular Zionist organizations, 
especially the Yaldei Tehran (“Children of 
Tehran”) – children who had escaped from 
Nazi Europe by walking across Europe to 
Tehran (including the Biala Rebbe, Rav 
Ben Zion Rabinowitz). 

A famous story of Rav Kahaneman 
involved his rescue of Jewish orphans from 
Catholic orphanages throughout Europe. 
He would go accompanied by American 
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soldiers asking if the orphanages had any 
Jewish children hidden from before the 
war. The nuns would deny the presence of 
Jews. When it was time for the children to 
sleep, he would call out, “Shema Yisrael,” 
the Jewish declaration of faith, and the 
Jewish children would respond with 
various cries, enabling their rescue. 

In contrast to the prevalent Chareidi 
opposition to Zionism, Rav Kahaneman 
showed some signs of support for the State 
of Israel. For instance, he insisted that the 
flag of Israel be flown outside the Ponovezh 
Yeshiva on Israel’s Independence Day (a 
practice still continued to this day). He also 
refrained from saying the Tachanun tefilla, 
a daily tefilla of penitence, on that day as a 
sign of celebration. When asked about the 
apparent hypocrisy for his not saying the 
Hallel tefilla, a tefilla of active celebration, 
he answered jokingly that he was following 
the practice of Dovid ben Gurion who also 
didn’t say Hallel or Tachanun on that day. 

Following Israel’s military successes 
of the Six-Day War, he published an article 
that included the following: 

My dear brothers! Can we 
allow ourselves to be small-minded 
at this great and awesome hour? 
Should we not be embarrassed to 
remain unobservant of this 
wondrous period, when we are 
surrounded by obvious miracles, 
and even a blind person can sense 
the palpable miracles...the miracles, 
wonders, salvations, comforts and 
battles [Ed. a reference to the Al 
HaNissim tefilla recited on Purim 
and Chanuka], that occurred in the 
Holy Land and in the Holy City [Ed. 
of Yerushalayim] and the Temple 
Mount, even those who saw it with 
their own eyes, even those who 
experienced it themselves, they 
cannot manage to express the 
depths of their emotions. Perhaps 
one like myself who was wandering 
during those days among the Jewish 

communities in the Diaspora, is 
better capable of recognizing the 
tremendous miracles and can 
consider the nature of these 
wondrous events. 

—Rav Kahaneman, Bais 
Yaakov monthly, edition 100, Elul 
5727 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yosef_Shlomo_Kahaneman  

 

The Rambam writes in his Mishne 
Torah (Gifts to the Poor 10:1): “We are 
obligated to be more careful about the 
mitzva of tzedoka than about all the other 
mitzvos of action, for tzedoka is a 
distinguishing characteristic of the 
descendants of Avrohom, as it is written: 
‘For I have loved him because he 
commands his children and his household 
after him to keep the way of the 
Compassionate One to do tzedoka and 
justice’ (Bereishis 18:19).” 

Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman 
HaKohen’s life was an example of the 
above teaching of the Rambam.  

Rav Yosef Shlomo’s grandparents 
lived in the Lithuanian village of Kuhl, and 
their home was a refuge for the wandering 
poor, especially during the cold and bitter 
winters. His grandmother, Fraidel 
Kahaneman, would welcome her guests 
and remove their “poor man’s boots” – the 
rags they wrapped around their feet as 
shields from snow and rain. These putrid 
rags were soaked with mud and other filth, 
yet Fraidel would wash them and then hang 
them up to dry so that her guests could 
wear them again in the morning. This 
legacy of loving-kindness and devotion was 
passed down to the young Yosef Shlomo, a 
future leader of his people. 

Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman was 
appointed chief Rav of the Lithuanian town 
of Ponovezh after World War I, a town full 
of poor refugees as a result of the war. 
When Rav Kahaneman became the Rav of 
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the town, he became known as the 
“Ponovezher Rav”. The day he took office, 
he began to organize the Jewish 
community in order to provide assistance 
for the victims of the war. This was a 
challenging assignment, as the community 
was divided into various factions; 
moreover, there was growing tension 
between those residents who were still 
loyal to the path of the Torah and those 
who had begun to stray from this path. 
With diplomacy, resolute leadership and a 
sharp focus on a common goal, he managed 
to persuade all the factions to unite for the 
common good. The Ponovezher Rav 
mobilized aid for all the needy, and the 
results of his efforts sustained the lives of 
countless individuals. He knew no rest 
until everyone was appropriately housed 
and fed. No matter what the needy person’s 
background, religious beliefs or allegiances, 
the Ponovezher Rav was there to provide 
assistance. He therefore gained the love 
and respect of all the Jews of Ponovezh. In 
fact, the Rav’s house became a focal point 
of the town, and the warmth that had 
glowed in his grandparents’ and parents’ 
homes radiated just as intensely in his 
hearth. Every day men and women flocked 
to Rav Kahaneman to ask a question, seek 
advice or to get some encouragement 
and/or comfort.  

Rav Kahaneman also spearheaded 
the establishment of a high-quality hospital 
to serve all the residents of the region – 
Jew and non-Jew alike. He made sure that 
the finest medical staff was hired. 
According to the policy that he instituted, 
doctors were entitled to receive payment 
from those who could afford medical care, 
but the poor were to be treated free of 
charge. 

In the spirit of Torah law, the Rav 
insisted that the tzedoka funds be 
distributed to the needy in a respectful, 
dignified, and discreet manner. The 
recipients were always shielded from the 
providers, which meant employing a host 

of techniques to protect anonymity. A 
favorite method was to credit a bank 
account with funds that could not be 
traced. Most Jews in the town had relatives 
and friends who had immigrated to 
America and other lands; thus, a recipient 
could imagine that the money had been 
transferred from someone overseas, never 
imagining that it was of local origin. The 
Rav organized collections from the 
residents of the town, and even the very 
poor would make a contribution, for they 
did not want to lose an opportunity to do 
such an important mitzva. Since the Rav 
was careful to protect the privacy of each 
recipient, it often happened that the 
beneficiary of a collection would contribute 
to a cause without knowing that he was 
contributing to himself! 

The Rav was also in charge of the 
Pesach fund, and each family was asked to 
give a specific amount, based on its income. 
One year, a wealthy man who owned a food 
production plant did not give the full 
amount that the Rav had set for him. The 
Rav had several conversations with the 
man and tried to persuade him to pay his 
full share. When the rich man still refused, 
the Rav warned him that if he did not give 
a proper contribution, the kosher 
certification for his food production plant 
would be withdrawn. The rich man did not 
believe that the Rav would publicly 
challenge him, and he decided to ignore the 
warning. The Rav then made a public 
announcement that the kosher certification 
was withdrawn. Shortly afterward, the man 
paid the full amount to the Pesach fund. 

The rich man’s temporary rebellion 
was a rare event in Ponovezh, for the vast 
majority of the Jewish men and women of 
the town responded to the Rav’s call for 
contributions with a loving and generous 
spirit. Tzedoka is a central pillar of Jewish 
tradition, and a major reason for the Rav’s 
success was the respect that most members 
of the community had for Jewish tradition. 
This was true even among those who were 
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no longer traditionally observant. For 
example, the Jewish stores in Ponovezh 
would be closed on Shabbos, and even 
those who were no longer keeping Shabbos 
in their homes would close their shops on 
this sacred day. In their public behavior, 
they showed respect for the Shabbos and 
other aspects of Jewish tradition.  

There was one “capitalist” barber, 
however, who felt that making money was 
more important than honoring Shabbos. 
He therefore decided that his business 
would be open each day of the week, 
including Shabbos. The Ponovezher Rav 
understood that this public desecration of 
Shabbos would harm the spiritual 
atmosphere of the community, especially if 
some other merchants and store owners 
would be tempted to follow the example of 
this barber. For through keeping the 
Shabbos, the community acknowledges 
that the earth and all its resources – 
including the resources in our possession – 
belong to the Creator.  

After several private appeals to the 
barber – which did not succeed – the Rav 
decided on a course of action. One Friday 
night, the Rav entered the barbershop and 
took a seat without saying a word. The few 
Jewish patrons who were there were too 
embarrassed to have their hair cut with the 
beloved Rav of the town sitting right there. 
The barbershop quickly emptied out, and 
no new customers dared enter. Defeated, 
the proprietor asked the Rav to leave so 
that he could close the shop, but the Rav 
was in no hurry to depart. Finally, with 
what appeared to be genuine contrition, the 
barber promised that he would never again 
publicly desecrate the Shabbos.  

Before the full outbreak of World 
War II, the Lithuanian government was 
very unhappy that Jewish refugees were 
entering Lithuania, and government 
leaders asked the Ponovezher Rav to travel 
to the United States and other countries in 
order to persuade these countries to issue 
visas to Jewish refugees. The Rav was 

given a special diplomatic passport, and the 
day arrived when the Rav had to part from 
his family, the talmidim at the Yeshiva he 
had established, and all the Jewish 
residents of Ponovezh. All the Jewish men, 
women and children of the town escorted 
their beloved Rav to the train station, and 
just as he was about to board, the children 
began to chant, “Rebbe, Rebbe, nemt unz 
mit – Rebbe, Rebbe, take us along!” 

Soon the chant caught fire and 
everyone joined in the refrain. The Rav 
later said that this chant would stay with 
him forever. When the Germans invaded 
Lithuania, he was unable to return, and the 
Germans, with the help of many 
Lithuanians, murdered the Jews of the 
town, including the Rav’s wife and children 
– with the exception of one son who 
survived.  

But that is not the end of the story. 
The Rav managed to reach Eretz Yisrael 
during the war, and he immediately began 
to rebuild the institutions of Torah and 
tzedoka that were destroyed by the 
Germans. And when he rebuilt the 
Ponovezh Yeshiva in the city of Bnei Brak, 
he had the following pasuk carved into the 
front wall of the new building: 

“On Mount Zion there will be a 
refuge, and it will be holy” (Ovadia 1:17) 

The above stories can be found in 
the book Builders by Hanoch Teller 
(distributed by Feldheim: 
www.feldheim.com). 
www.shemayisrael.co.il/publicat/hazon/tzedaka/Tales_of_Tzedaka

h-5.html 

 
Parshas Vayishlach: The Ponevezher 
Rav’s Escape in the New York 
Subway 

On a fund-raising trip to New York 
City, the Ponevezher Rav was accosted by a 
gang of teenagers on the subway. In his 
quick thinking, the Ponevezher Rav quickly 
pulled out a piece of paper from his pocket 
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and “naively” asked the leader of the gang if 
he knew at which stop to get off for this 
address. Realizing that once they got off the 
train they would have the Ponevezher Rav 
isolated and an easier victim, he smiled, 
and signaled to the gang to wait patiently 
and politely until they got off at the stop.  

When they arrived at the stop the 
Ponevezher Rav let them go off first and 
lingered in the doorway. As the doors 
closed, he quickly made his way inside the 
train with the stunned gang standing 
embarrassed on the platform outwitted by 
the “old man”.  

When the Ponevezher Rav told this 
story to a friend, he explained that the 
Ramban says that when dealing with Eisov 
for all future generations one would be wise 
to look into Parshas Vayishlach since 
ma’asei avos siman labonim. In this case, 
he related his circumstance to that of 
Yaakov whom Eisov offered to “escort” to 
Eisav’s “den” in Se’ir. Yaakov agreed, but 
suggested that Eisav go ahead, which 
allowed Yaakov to divert his route – and he 
still hasn’t quite arrived. May we be zoche 
to the ultimate arrival of Yaakov in Se’ir, as 
the pasuk says (Ovadia 1:21): V’olu 
moshi’im b’har Tzion lishpot es har Eisov!  

www.revach.net/parshas-hashavua/story/Parshas-Vayishlach-The-

Ponevezher-Rovs-Escape-In-The-New-York-Subway/4831 



The Ponevezher Rav Teaches the 
Children How to Remember Their 
Names on Yom HaDin 

One time when the Ponevezher Rav, 
Rav Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman, came to 

visit the children of the orphanage, as they 
all gathered around him he asked them if 
they know why we say a pasuk with the 
first and last letters of our names at the end 
of the Shemone Esrei. One child raised his 
hand and answered that the Shela 
HaKodosh says it will help us remember 
our names when they ask us on our Yom 
HaDin in Shomayim. 

The Ponevezher Rav nodded his 
agreement and asked another question: If 
our friends and teachers call us tens of 
times a day by our names and we still won’t 
remember it while standing in awe and fear 
on Yom HaDin, how can we expect to 
remember it because of a pasuk that we say 
only three times a day?  

This the children could not answer. 
“Listen carefully”, said the Ponevezher 
Rav. “The fear of standing on Yom HaDin 
is so great that we will forget everything, 
even our own names. The only things we 
will remember are those etched into our 
hearts and minds for eternity, and that is 
only Torah. Even the pesukim that we say 
at the end of the Shemone Esrei is Torah. 
That will remain with us even during the 
mind-blowing ordeal of Yom HaDin.  

“During our lifetimes, when 
preparing for Yom HaDin, we should make 
sure to fill up our bags with things that will 
remain with us, such as Torah, even in the 
minutest pieces. Everything else will not 
survive the journey, no matter how tightly 
we hold onto it – even our own names.” 

www.revach.net/avodah/olam-hatorah/The-Ponevezher-

Rov-Teaches-The-Children-How-To-Remember-Their-Name-On-

Yom-HaDin/4091



Rav EliyRav EliyRav EliyRav Eliyoooohu (Elya) Lopianhu (Elya) Lopianhu (Elya) Lopianhu (Elya) Lopian,,,,    22220000thththth    of of of of ElulElulElulElul    
The Greatest Mussar Figure in our 
Generation 

Three times a day we daven in the 
Shemone Esrei for Hashem’s mercy to be 
“upon the righteous, upon the pious, upon 

the elders of Your people, the House of 
Yisrael, and upon the remnant of their 
sages”. Have you ever asked yourself just 
who are the “remnant of their sages”? 
These are the Sages – the Sages of the 
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Torah – that Hashem left from former 
generations in order to tell us of their 
predecessors, and to reflect the character of 
Torah greats of previous generations. One 
of these Sages was Rav Eliyohu Lopian. On 
the 20th of Elul, 5370 (1970), at the age of 
nearly a hundred, he passed away in Eretz 
Yisrael at the approach of Rosh HaShana. 

Rav Eliyohu drank from the source 
of the “lions” of Mussar: Rav Yitzchok 
Blazer of Saint Petersburg, Rav Simcha 
Zissel Ziv of Kelm and Rav Naphtali 
Amsterdam, the main talmidim of Rav 
Yisrael Salanter, the father of the Mussar 
movement. 

Rav Eliyohu was born to Rav Yaakov 
in the city of Graibe (near Lomza) around 
the year 5632 (1872). He studied in the 
Lomza Yeshiva, which was founded by Rav 
Eliezer Shulevitz, one of Rav Yisrael 
Salanter’s young talmidim. 

Rav Eliyohu married the daughter of 
Rav Yitzchok Dovid Weinmacher (“the 
winemaker”), a famous Tzaddik from 
Lomza. Under the influence of his father-
in-law and Rav Eliezer Shulevitz, Rav 
Eliyohu left for Kelm, the residence of Rav 
Simcha Zissel, the man of Mussar who 
founded the great Talmud Torah from 
which the most renowned Mussar figures 
of the previous generations emerged. He 
stayed many years in Kelm and devoted 
himself to the Mussar of his great Rav, 
which he spread everywhere he went. At 
first this was in the small city of Kelm, then 
in England, and finally in Eretz Yisrael 
during the latter part of his life. 

Rav Eliyohu founded a Yeshiva in 
Kelm for the young, and there he educated 
many talmidim in Torah and Mussar. Even 
until today, his remaining talmidim evoke 
his name with great reverence. One of his 
first talmidim, who is now an elderly man, 
recounted that to this day the melody of his 
Rav’s voice still echoes in his ears when he 
sings the pasuk “By Dovid, a michtam, 
when he fled from Shaul in the cave” 
(Tehillim 57:1). Pesukim such as these from 

the Book of Tehillim, which Rav Eliyohu 
recited with sighs and tears, have 
accompanied him his entire life. 

For various reasons, Rav Eliyohu left 
Kelm and went to live in England. He 
founded Etz Chaim Yeshiva in London and 
there, as in Kelm, he never ceased his study 
of Mussar. He strived with all his might to 
educate a generation of youngsters in 
England according to his approach. Jews 
who came to the British capital would often 
visit the Yeshiva, but when their feet 
crossed its threshold they forgot all the 
commotion that rang out from the great 
city, and instead felt that they were in 
Kelm. In London, as in Kelm, Rav Eliyohu’s 
home was open to all who wished to enter. 
The talmidim of the Yeshiva often ate at 
his table, to the extent that they stayed in 
the presence of their Rav’s shadow for a 
large part of the day. Rav Eliyohu remained 
in England for twenty-four years, educating 
an amazing generation in Torah and 
Mussar. 

Near the end of his life, Rav Eliyohu 
departed for Eretz Yisrael, where he spent 
the remainder of his days in the Knesses 
Chizkiyohu Yeshiva in the rural city of Kfar 
Chassidim. There he accomplished 
amazing things, taking special care to get 
closer to those youngsters who were far 
from his path and approach. He devoted 
himself intensely to the Tzabarim, who 
spoke Hebrew and wore knitted kippos, 
and exerted a great influence on them 
through the purity of his mind and his 
method of Mussar. Many of these 
youngsters left their lives of comfort in 
their parents’ homes to follow their elderly 
Rav and warm themselves by the light of 
his Torah. The Tzabarim became attached 
to him with every fiber of their beings and 
cherished him heart and soul. Even near 
the end of his life, he was sensitive to every 
individual talmid, discerning what 
bothered each of them, recognizing which 
ones truly feared Hashem, knowing who 
elevated themselves in the rungs of 
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holiness, and worrying over each like he 
was his own son. 

One story has it that a young talmid 
from a Yeshiva in Yerushalayim came to 
visit him in Kfar Chassidim. After tefillos 
he approached Rav Eliyohu and said, 
“Shalom Aleichem.” In the ensuing 
conversation the young man explained to 
Rav Eliyohu that he had come from 
Yerushalayim with the intention of staying 
until Thursday. On Friday morning as Rav 
Eliyohu went to daven, he saw that the 
young man was still at the Yeshiva. He 
invited him to his home, and there he 
asked him what his intentions were with 
respect to Shabbos. The young man 
replied, “I made some friends here and 
found the atmosphere very enjoyable, so 
I’ve decided to stay until after Shabbos.” 
Upon hearing this, Rav Eliyohu got up, 
went toward his closet, and took out a 
clean, white undershirt. He then said to 
him, “You didn’t plan on staying for 
Shabbos, so you certainly didn’t bring a 
change of clothes with you. Take this 
undershirt and some undergarments for 
Shabbos.” 

Another story has it that Rav 
Eliyohu once went to see the Gaon Rav 
Yitzchok Zev of Brisk in Yerushalayim. He 
sat down and gazed into the Brisker Rav’s 
face, with the Brisker Rav looking at him as 
well, and they exchanged a few words. 
When Rav Eliyohu left, the Gaon of Brisk 
said to his sons and talmidim, “Did you see 
him? That was Rav Yisrael Salanter’s 
intention when he founded the Mussar 
movement.” 

When Rav Eliyohu traveled to the 
United States, all the Yeshivos invited him 
to speak to their talmidim. His words made 
a profound impression on them, for they 
emanated from a pure heart and thus 
entered the hearts of his listeners. He was a 
dynamic speaker who knew how to inspire 
his audiences. 

Rav Eliyohu lived almost a hundred 
years. Multitudes of Jews followed his 

funeral procession, and the greatest Roshei 
Yeshiva of Eretz Yisrael gave eulogies for 
him. His grave was dug at the summit of 
the Mount of Olives in Yerushalayim. With 
the passing of Rav Eliyohu, a powerful 
figure disappeared from our ranks, the last 
of his kind in our generation. 

Rav Eliyohu left behind sons who 
became great in Torah, men who have 
served as Roshei Yeshiva in a variety of 
places. He saw his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren all walking in the ways 
of Hashem, and in their lives they 
perpetuated his ways. 
www.hevratpinto.org/tzadikim_eng/002_rabbi_eliyahu_lopian.ht

ml 

 

A Man and his Money 

Rav Elya Lopian (Lev Eliyohu 
Parshas Tzav) says that when Chazal warn 
us that even on our dying day the Yetzer 
Hora will not leave us alone, they meant it, 
literally. He relates the following true story: 

A respected man with many fine 
traits was lying on his deathbed. This fine 
person’s only weakness was his desire for 
money. When it came to money, he left his 
respectability behind.  

When his friends came to part with 
him for the very last time, they saw him 
whispering something with his last drop of 
strength. They realized that he was trying 
to tell them something, so they bent over 
closely to listen. “I want to tell you 
something so that you can learn a lesson 
from me,” he said to them. “I feel that I am 
close to my end and very soon I will leave 
this world. Despite my plight, if someone 
were to offer me money now, I would 
stretch my hand out and take it and put it 
under my pillow. This is the extent that my 
desire for money rules over me even now. 
Listen to me and learn!”  

Only fifteen minutes later the man 
returned his neshoma to his Creator and 
left the material world, separated from 
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money forever. 
www.revach.net/avodah/middos/Rav-Elya-Lopian-Until-Death-Do-

Us-Part/5280 

 

Rav Eliyohu Lopian Feeds the Cat 

One day in Yeshiva Kfar Chassidim, 
the almona of the late Rosh Yeshiva, Rav 
Noach Shimanovich, went down to the 
storage room together with one of the 
bochurim to bring up some supplies for the 
kitchen. While they were in the storage 
room, they heard suspicious noises. When 
Rebbetzin Shimanovich asked the bochur 
what the source of the scurrying noises 
were, he told her that the bochurim had 
spotted mice on several occasions. 
Rebbetzin Shimanovich was aghast at this 
news, and asked the bochurim to find a 
solution to the problem. The bochurim 
located a cat that would hopefully take care 
of the burgeoning mice population in the 
Yeshiva.  

A few weeks late, the Gaon Rav 
Eliyohu Lopian was walking around the 
Yeshiva building on his daily walk 
accompanied by a bochur. They were 
discussing words of Torah when they 
suddenly ran into the Yeshiva cat. Rav 
Eliyohu was surprised – this was the first 
time he had seen a cat on the Yeshiva 
grounds.  

“Whose cat is this?” inquired Rav 
Lopian. The bochur explained that the cat 
had been brought to the Yeshiva to curtail 
the mice problem.  

Rav Lopian inquired further, “And 
who feeds her?”  

The bochur answered, “What do you 
mean? She has plenty of food – she eats the 
mice. We don’t need to bring her food.”  

Rav Lopian answered, “I don’t 
understand. If she does her job well, and 
scares off the mice, she won’t have 
anything left to eat! We surely have to 
provide her with food.”  

Rav Lopian then entered his 

apartment and brought out a bowl of milk. 
He said to the bochur, “When you want one 
of Hashem’s creations to serve you and 
work for you, you need to provide it with 
food. This is an explicit mitzva in the 
Torah: “And I will put grass in your fields 
for your cattle – and you will eat...” 
(Le’orom Neileich) 

www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/Rav-Eliyahu-Lopian-Feeds-

The-Cat/3915 

 

Rav Eliyohu Lopian’s Strange 

Conversation with Rebbetzin Kook 

Rav Elya used to visit Teverya 
regularly during a certain period when he 
was involved in establishing a Yeshiva 
there. From time to time, he would visit 
Rav Refoel Kook, the Rav of Teverya. 

On one occasion, Rav Lopian came 
to visit Rav Kook; the Rebbetzin answered 
the door and apologized that Rav Kook was 
not at home. Despite this, Rav Lopian 
entered the house and engaged the 
Rebbetzin in a lengthy conversation about 
the Assora Harugei Malchus (ten Jewish 
martyrs, murdered by the Romans). The 
Rebbetzin was quite surprised that Rav 
Lopian was sitting and talking with her, 
and could not understand why he was 
specifically discussing the Assora Harugei 
Malchus.  

A short time later, her husband, Rav 
Refoel, passed away, and the Rebbetzin 
became an almona (widow). Sadly, her 
mourning was compounded shortly after 
when her son and his family were involved 
in a terrible car accident. Her son, Rav 
Shlomo, his wife, and three of their 
children were killed in this horrible 
tragedy.  

During the shiva, the Rebbetzin 
suddenly remembered the conversation 
with Rav Lopian on the Assora Harugei 
Malchus. Unfortunately, she now 
understood the reason for this topic, but 
she also gleaned strength from Rav 
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Lopian’s words to overcome her great 
sorrow. She sadly murmured, “You have 
comforted me, Rav Eliyohu, you have 
comforted me.” (She’al Avicha 

Veyaged’cha)  
www.revach.net/stories/story-corner/Rav-Eliyahu-Lopians-Strange-

Conversation-With-Rebbitzen-Kook/2886 
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Tzedoka as a Segula for Tefilla 
The sefer Segulos Yisrael cites a 

well-known segula to give charity before 
davening. Giving tzedoka before tefilla is 
segula for the tefillos to be accepted on 
high because it defeats any accusers that 
may prosecute us in the Heavenly courts. 
This is because the gematria (numerical 
value) in mispar koton of tzedoka (charity) 

is equal to that of mekatreg, accuser.  

Tzedoka is spelled tzaddi daled kuf 
heh, whose mispar koton 9 + 4 + 1 + 5 = 19. 

Mekatreg is spelled mem kuf tes 
reish gimmel, whose mispar koton is also 4 
+ 1 + 9 + 2 + 3 = 19. 

Thus one is equal to the other and 
cancels it out. 

 

Say it (especially with your children) at least once a day: 

Based on Chovos HaLevavos - Duties of the Heart ~ Sha 'ar HaBitachon - the Gate of Trust 

There are 7 qualities that Hashem has that can strengthen our trust in Him: 

 1.  Hashem loves me. 

2.  Hashem is with me, wherever I may be. And He is always ready to help me. 

3.  Hashem is stronger and cleverer then anyone in the world. And He can find solutions  to any problem there 

is – even if it may seem impossible. 

4.  Hashem knows what is best for me, better even than I myself can know. 

5.  Just as He has helped me already numerous times on the path I travel, He shall help  me again. 

6.  No one can do anything at all to help me or harm me, besides Hashem who controls everything over the 

entire world. 

7. The Master of the World desires and searches for ways to act with chesed – loving kindness more than the 

nicest, kindest person you could ever imagine. 

 

גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס     לרפואה שלימה
ציפורה בת גילה  לרפואה שלימה     

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר
ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  

Refuah Sheleimah  

מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 

 צילא בת חיה שרה  
 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
 מתתיהו הירש ב� שולמית בילה    
 מרגלית בת מלכה     
 ל זציפורה רבקה בת אביבה רי   
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     
 פערל שרה בת הודיה 

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 


