
 

  

 

 

 

 

A NATION ALIVE 
Tisha B’Av 5777/ Issue 98  

By Rabbi Dov Keilson 

  

 A number of years ago as I was driving to Eichah 

on Tisha B’av night, I saw yidden flocking to Shul on all 

sides…small chairs or pillows in hand, and kinus at their 

side. Paradoxically, the sight awakened in me an 

overwhelming feeling of Nechama. I felt keenly the true 

eternity of our people and that the Jewish nation will one 

day merit redemption; beH very soon… 

 In trying to explain my feelings above, I will 

Be’H bring from the powerful words of Chazal in their 

setting forth the significance of mourning during this 

time. The Gemara in Meseches Taanis (Daf 29a) teaches 

us: “Whoever mourns Yerushalayim, merits to see in its 

joy”- (and another language used is ‘in its consolation’). 

It is fascinating to note that the Gemara actually uses the 

word “zocheh” in the present tense to describe the merit 

that the mourner will have. Why is this so? Shouldn’t the 

language be “yizkeh” which means that one day in the 

future he will merit to see the joy? Certainly the joy of 

‘yemos hamashiach’ is not occurring right now as he 

mourns on Tisha B’Av? 

 In his sefer Sifsei Chaim, Rav Chaim Friedlander 

Zt’l explains: The ultimate consolation of the future can 

only be if a person actually felt some of the mourning of 

the past. When a person sits down on Tisha B’Av to 

mourn the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh, that itself 

is part of the future Nechama, because there can only be 

comfort if there was some measure of mourning before. 

 In a similar vein, when I would say this thought 

over in camp years ago; I would tell the boys that it was 

understandable that they were looking forward to 

Shabbos Nachamu, but if they did not experience Tisha 

B’Av properly, what could their Shabbos Nachamu be 

about? 

 Although this beautiful insight is enough to help 

us appreciate the words of Chazal, in my opening hergesh 

I was thinking of another explanation:  

 When Napoleon found the Jewish people sitting 

on the floor and weeping on Tisha B’Av he asked what 

it was all about. They said that they were mourning the 

destruction of their Temple. He asked incredulously, 

“What temple?? Where?! I didn’t hear about the 

destruction of a temple!!” They explained that the 

destruction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

had taken  place hundreds and hundreds of years prior. 

He then said an amazing line that became quite famous:  

“A nation that can cry over something that took place a 

thousand years ago will certainly thrive forever….”  

 Not that we need to try and understand 

Napoleon’s words, but the message that is brought out 

from his words is exceedingly great: The fact that the 

Jews continue to cry each and every year over something 

that happened thousands of years ago shows an 

understanding that the loss they are crying over is not 

something that happened- in past tense; it is something 

that is still happening right now. The Temple is still 

burning as we speak. It is not a cry over a death that took 

place it is the crying over a tragedy which is still 

occurring today. 

 To witness Jews continuing to feel the destruction 

and still trying in the year 5777 to experience the essence 

of Tisha B’Av, in a sense is the greatest comfort possible 

to us even today. It means that the soul of the Beis 

Hamikdosh is still alive today. It means that even today, 

so many hundreds and hundreds of years after its 

destruction, the Jewish people still yearn for its revival. 

 In a sense it could be likened to a person who r’l 

has been in a coma for years on end Hashem Yerachaim. 

The beloved family members continue to come to his side; 

they continue to talk to him and Daven for his recovery 

day after day, year after year… The day that they r’l stop 

coming to the hospital is the greatest tragedy of all; for 

that means all hope has been lost. 

 The tears of Tisha B’Av, however many we are 

zoche to shed, are not only tears over the past destruction; 

rather they are tears of hope and yearning for the ultimate 

renewal and rebuilding. May Hashem bring it speedily 

today… BSD  
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