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Candle Lighting: 5:22 pm

Mincha-Kabbolas Shabbos: 5:32 pm 

Shacharis: 8:45 am 

Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:33 am (Gr’a)

Shiur for Men & Women: 4:35 pm - Rabbi Plutchok

Mincha: 5:20 pm

Maariv: 6:32 pm

Motzai Shabbos: 6:42 pm(60 min) - 6:54 pm(72 min)

SHABBOS SCHEDULE

Shacharis Sunday: 8:00/9:00 am - Followed by Breakfast & a Shiur 

Mincha/Maariv: 5:20/5:35 pm 

Maariv with Yeshiva: 9:30 pm

Shulchan Aruch In Depth Daily: 7:00 am - Rabbi Plutchok

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Daily: After the 8:00 am Shachris

Amud Yomi ‘Megilla’ Daily: 9:00 pm - Rabbi Plutchok

Rabbi Reuven Khasken Class on “Introductory to Jewish Thought” - Wednesdays at 9 pm 

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
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The Story of Purim is one in which there seems to be no 
rhyme or reason to the happenstances of the tale. It begins 

by an unusual party, cuts quickly to the demise of an viscous 
queen and then points to the installation of a new one; it then 
veers to rise of a tyrant and the give and take of his genocidal 
edict, and ends with our adversary hanging from a tree.  

It reads like a screenplay, the pieces of the puzzle fitting 
together like a glove. Yet, as The Meforshim tell us, the story 
of Purim did not happen in a vacuum, the separate acts weren’t 
coincidences, and while Hashem’s name is not mentioned at all 
within the Megillah, the presence of the Yad Hashem, hand of 
God, inspired and encircled all of which had “happened”  to the 
Jews in those times.

The Gemarah in Megillah (12a) relates that the rise of 
Haman and his persecution of the Jews were a direct result of 
the Jews attending and enjoyment of Achashveirosh party.  

Yet if you think about it, was it really that bad? Did they 
do something extraordinarily wrong for which they deserved 
annihilation and destruction? Yes, The Jews went to the Seuda 
of Achashveirosh. Yes, they ate the food, drank the wine and, 
yes, they probably did intermingle with the masses, but was 
that the worst thing in the world?  

Was the food not kosher? No! The drink and food was 
absolutely kosher. As we see from the very words of the Megilla- 
V’Hashtiya Kedas Ain Oneis-the drinking was according to 
the law, nothing was forced. Everything was absolutely kosher 
according to all opinions. If so, what was the big deal; what was 
their sin? 

Before we address this question let’s skip to the very end 
of Megillas Esther.

The very last pasuk in Megillas Esther describes Mordechai 
HaTzaddik one final time. Perhaps one can say that this pasuk 
seeks to emulate the essence of what he truly meant to the 
Jewish nation and a portrayal of the Gadol who set a standard 
for time eternal. 

Ki Mordechai Hayehudi mishneh l’melech achashveirosh, 
V’gadol layehudim, V’ratzui l’rov echav Doresh tov L’amo 
V’dover shalom lechol Zaroh - Mordechai, the Yehudi, was 
viceroy to King Ahashuerus; he was a great man among the 
Jews, and popular with (only) a multitude of his brothers (ratzui 
l’rov echav); he sought the good of his people and spoke with 
peace to all of his children.

The Gemarah (16b) comments that implicit in this pasuk 
is that Mordechai was popular and accepted by most of his 
brothers but not by all of them. While the regular folk got 
along quite well with him, the members of the Sanhedrin, his 
very own colleagues of the Rabbinical courts, parted from him 

and rebuffed him. Rash”i understands that they did so because 
Mordechai accepted a government position and therefore had 
to neglect his requisite study of Torah. This, they felt, was not 
acceptable. 

Rav Yosef Nechemia Kornitzer suggests another reason 
behind their distancing themselves from Mordechai and 
with this he explains a beautiful, incisive and insightful idea 
underlying the whole story of Purim.  

Mordechai HaTzaddik and the rest of the Sanhedrin were 
involved in an ideological argument. Some members of the 
Sanhedrin felt that a high level of holiness and spirituality 
required initiative, and commitment. If a Jew left the fold, that 
was that and why should they have to accept the lost Jew. They 
didn’t wish to reach out, bring back and accept just any of the 
Jews who had veered off their derech, or their idea of what a 
Torah Jew was to look and act like. 

Mordechai, however, refused to see it their way. Following 
in the footsteps of Hillel, who never turned away a fellow Jew, 
he looked for the good and clung to the hope of finding it in every 
Jew, no matter what his station in life. As the very last verse in 
the Megilla tells us, this became the defining characteristic of 
his life. This is the epitome of what Mordechai was all about; it 
was his essence and personification.

The Beis Halevi, Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, and Rav 
Kornitzer both point to the exact wording of this pasuk. The 
verse says that Mordechai was a “Doresh tov L’amo, V’dover 
Shalom L’chol Amo.” He was a “Doresh Tov”- he searched, he 
sought the good in his nation. He did not just lay back, resting 
on his laurels and wait for someone else to come to him to 
suggest a nice chesed, a good deed or a deserving charity. Quite 
the contrary, he was a Doresh- a person who searched out and 
found in every single Jew the good, the feinkeit, the erlichkeit 
and the mensch inside each and every person he sought. 

As we all know, it could not have been easy for Mordechai 
to find the good in everyone. We are not all the same, nor will 
we ever agree on everything (anything?) yet that is the beauty 
of Yiddishkeit; the truth that we are not all the identical in our 
manner, not the same in our thoughts, not similar in approach, 
and nor are we alike in the way of dress. We are different from 
one another yet we comprise a nation dedicated to the Ribonai 
shel olam and his Torah.

This week’s parsha contains a very similar idea as Hashem 
gives a command to design and create the Choshen Mishpat- 
the breastplate which the Kohen Gadol wore. The Choshen was 
filled with twelve stones each a different precious jewel, each 
a different color and each corresponding to one of the twelve 
tribes. Yet each of the stones comprised and encompassed 
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the Choshen Mishpat¸ worn by the Kohen Gadol in the beis 
Hamikdash, as the stones of the Choshen represent a disparate 
and incongruent people standing together- K’Ish Echad B’Lev 
Echad- as one whole nation. And that is what Mordechai 
aimed to accomplish- to raise up the downtrodden, elevate the 
browbeaten and make the nation whole again.

However, as wonderful as this last description is, why is it 
so important and central to the Megillah and our Purim?  

When Klal Yisroel decided to go to that party it wasn’t 
just a political affair which they needed to attend in order to 
facilitate for the good of the nation. Seventy years was the 
calculation which Achashveirosh came up with; the seventy 
years which was prophesied as the end to the exile of the Jews 
had passed, with nothing to show for it. The party he threw was 
to celebrate the down fall of a Jewish nation once and for all. It 
was a celebration of the deniability of the Jewish nation, never 
to rise again. 

What was wrong with those Jews was that they were 
hopeless Jews. They were Jews who had lost all hope for any 
kind of redemption. They had counted the 70 years of the Exile, 
and knew that the Exile was supposed to be over and yet the 
Redemption had not yet come. Those were Jews who had 
seen the building of the Second Beis HaMikdash stopped in 
its tracks. Those were Jews who had come to the conclusion 
that there would be no Redemption. Those were Jews who said 
“Moshiach is not going to come.” These were hopeless Jews.

Their avaeira was one of yiush, of giving up, of not allowing 
the hope, and of denigrating the promise to exist. They threw 
in the towel and let someone else tell them when the Jewish 
nation’s date of demise would be. And they celebrated that day 
alongside the king who said so. 

Mordechai was the leader they needed to restore their 
dream of Jewry as a viable nation. That is what the story of 
Purim restored. The impetus of a decree threw their malaise 
off. The Jews were motivated to Teshuva and the Ribbono shel 
Olam came back and breathed life into this dying body of the 
Jewish people and gave them hope. That is what happened on 
Purim. G-d took His breath of Life and restored vivacity to a 
forlorn nation. 

And the Person to lead this charge, the person who saw their 
inner strength, who gave them optimism and a second chance 
was the quintessential Doresh Tov, Mordechai Hatzadik.  

In the early 1900’s there was a Rov who exemplified 
this ideal. Rabbi Aryeh Levin, (March 22, 1885 - March 
28, 1969), known as Reb Aryeh, was dubbed the “Father of 
Prisoners” for his visits to members of the Jewish underground 
imprisoned in the Central Prison of Jerusalem in the Russian 

Compound during the British Mandate. He was also known as 
the “Tzadik (“saint”) of Jerusalem” for his work on behalf of the 
poor and the sick. In 1931, at the request of the British Mandate, 
Chief Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook appointed Reb Aryeh Levin 
the official Jewish Prison Chaplain, a position he informally had 
filled since 1927. He accepted on the condition that he receives 
no pay. He would walk from his home in Nachlaot to visit the 
Jewish prisoners held in the Russian Compound on charges of 
arms possession or smuggling. 

Most of the prisoners were members of the Palmach, 
Haganah, Irgun or Lehi, some of them were even thieves or 
murderers.. Rabbi Aryeh Levin prayed with the prisoners and 
conveyed messages to their families. Room 29 in the Central 
Prison in Jerusalem (now the Museum of the Underground 
Prisoners), was used as a synagogue on Shabbat and holidays. 
The inmates were captivated by the rabbi’s warmth and 
sincerity, and the honor and respect with which he treated them. 

One such prisoner, Mattityahu Shmuelevitz, whose death 
sentence was commuted to life imprisonment, wrote in a letter 
to a friend: “Yet there is one person in particular to whom I 
remain grateful first and foremost; a dear, precious Jew about 
whom you told me nothing; but it was he who stormed heaven 
and earth for me; and more important — it was he who brought 
me closer to my Maker in those fateful days... He left and we 
remained in the prison. He couldn’t take us with him out into 
the free world, but he always brought the outside world in to 
us.”

It wasn’t just the Prisoners that Reb Aryeh empathized 
with, but it was all of Klal Yisroel. So many stories are told 
over about his Tzidkus and kindness, charitable ways and 
benevolence. In essence, he is our ideal of a complete Tzaddik. 
We should realize, however, that we too are able to bring klal 
yisroel together. Whether it’s through kiruv rechokim or kiruv 
kerovim, bikur cholim or chesed organizations, perhaps it will 
be done through learning Torah with those who never had a 
chance to learn or with inviting our friends and neighbors over 
for a Purim meal.

On Purim we have unique and special Mitzvos, one of 
which is mishloach manos. We all know that the idea behind it 
is to be marbeh achva v ‘raius. Bring out the brotherhood, the 
friendship, camaraderie and shalom.  On Purim, we too have the 
opportunity to be Doresh tov, to raise the browbeaten person, 
to show appreciation, to fix the broken friendships, to heal the 
wounds of machlokes, to be Mechazeik our fellow man, and 
allow a special feeling of friendship and achdus to permeate the 
atmosphere of this year’s Purim.  

 Maybe it’s time we took advantage of this opportunity.

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt
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R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

Q: Are there any halachic nuances that may be affected by 
new white house policy for the coming Purim?

A: In the event that the wall is built on the Mexican border it will 
warrant that the the whole U.S. may now have to keep Shushan 
Purim. This may drastically affect the minhag of giving away 
all of one’s leftover Mishloach Manos to the spanish speaking 
cleaning lady the next day.

Q: Can one dress up as an Arab or Mexican under the new 
administration? 

A: One may do so as long as he can prove he is in the country 
legally and his costume is clearly marked as not being from one 
of the 7 nations. However, if one is in a sanctuary city on Purim 
he can dress up as he wishes.

Q: Are there any halachic concerns with one’s costume if 
someone has political leanings to the liberal left?

A: If a man self-identifies as a woman and he then dresses up as 
a man, he may not actually be wearing a costume. One should 
ask an incompetent halachic authority how to proceed with this 
particular shailah. 

Q: How did Achashveirosh look to find a new queen from 
the whole city if there were many girls who were not 
documented as legal citizens?

A: He figured that since getting a Jew into the palace would be 
quite helpful in forming policy he could get them to convert if 
need be.

Q: What should one do in the event that he wants to dress 
up as Donald Trump?

A: To warrant such a costume one should try his utmost to:

	make up news

	yell at everyone he doesn’t like

	yell at everyone he does like

	deliver Shaloch Manos that can only be described as 
“great”, “huge” and “the greatest ever”

	take money from the rich to give back to the rich

	make sure his Yamulka amply covers his comb-over

	have someone else dress up as Vashti with a Ukrainian 
accent

	listen to the Megillah via Twitter

	have the democrats filibuster any meshulach that you 
don’t want to give money to

Q: Are there any laws restricting what to give for Mishloach 
Manos this year?

A: Since the President has made many campaign promises 
there are some notable one’s that the public may not be aware 
of. Specifically the gaurentee to make:

	marzipon

	tasteless rock candy that everyone throws out

	water sold in long glass cylinders with the word VOSS 
on it

	color coordinated chocolate covered almonds

	Presidor wafer rolls (hazelnut flavor) 

“great again”.

Q: Are there any costumes that one should avoid dressing 
up as this Purim?

A: One should try not to dress up as a Met, Jet, or Net player 
as these teams don’t bring anyone Simcha and should therefore 
be avoided.

Q: Should one be concerned if he doesn’t impress anybody 
on his block or shul with his costume?

A: While not showing off is a definite concern specifically if 
one has a daughter “in he Parsha” one can nonetheless avail 
himself to wear the costume and return it to Amazon or Costco 
on Shushan Purim. However this can only be done by those 
who also:

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: PURIM TORAH 
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R’ Heshy Kahan

	buy an air conditioner from Walmart on July 1st and 
promptly return it August 29th upon leaving the 
Catskills

	purchase a few hundred chairs from Costco for a family 
simcha and go back after the weekend for a full refund

	buy Lands End clothing and return it after the children 
grow out of it for the same item but in the next size

Q: Is there any particular nationality that one should avoid 
dressing up as this Purim?

A: While dressing up as a Persian from Rasha, is permitted one 
should try not to dress up as a Russian from Russia and in the 
event that he has no choice then he should do his utmost not to 
tell anyone.

Q: If one has no other option but to dress up as  a Hollywood 
star on Purim how should he go about doing so?

A: Ideally he should give the fanciest Shaloch Manos 
to the wrong family and then have them announce that 
it’s actually going to go to a different family after all. 
A FREILICHIN PURIM!!!! 

R’ Moishe Wiederman
NATURE. NATURAL. 

We hear and use these words often. We know that the 
sun rises every morning, and sets in the evening. How 

do we know when we go to sleep that the sun will rise the next 
morning? Because it always does, it’s supposed to, that’s part of 
nature. “Nature” as we refer to it is really just one mode of how 
God manifests His presence. God is always present. However, 
we often fail to recognize His presence. Why? Because God 
made an order by which the world runs daily. The sun rises 
and sets. Oil burns. Careers end.  We don’t see headlines in the 
newspaper that reads “Child born” unless that child has sev-
en siblings who entered the world shortly after, or the mother 
was in her late 50s, or the child was born in space. These later 
occurrences are out of the ordinary, not natural, and therefore 
make us perk up and take notice. Nature presents us with a chal-
lenge, and it was this challenge that Esther helped her sisters 
and brothers overcome.

The Talmud (Ta’anis 25a) relates a story about Rav Chani-
na. Rav Chanina was known for both his dire financial situation 
and for the blatant miracles of which he was the subject. One 
Friday night he noticed that his daughter was sad. He said to 
her, “My daughter, why are you sad?” She replied, “My oil can 
got mixed up with my vinegar can and I lit the Shabbos lights 
with the vinegar.” He said to her, “My daughter, why should this 
trouble you? He who had commanded the oil to burn will also 
command the vinegar to burn.” The Talmud notes that indeed 
that is what happened: The light burned for the entire Shabbos.

Rav Chanina appreciated the nature of nature. Who said 
oil should burn? God did. Therefore, if God wants, vinegar can 
burn as well. All of what we consider natural is really miracu-
lous. We, however, often fail to appreciate the miraculous as-

pects of nature until it somehow slaps us in the face. We have to 
appreciate the role of God in every aspect of our lives. We have 
to appreciate the hand of God on a daily basis, for those things 
that don’t catch the eye of the media. If we live our lives and 
never recognize God’s role, we fail to show our thanks to God 
and our faith in Him.

The situation was desperate. The king had signed an edict: 
the Jews were to be killed. Mordechai told Esther that the Jews 
needed her intervention. Esther had to go ask the King to spare 
the Jewish people. Esther was initially hesitant. She told Mor-
dechai (Esther 4:11) that whoever comes to the inner court of 
the king who the king has not called will be put to death to 
death. The only exception: Those to whom the king holds out 
the golden scepter. Mordechai responded to this concern by 
telling Esther that she should not think that because she is in 
the palace she will escape the fate of the rest of her nation. Es-
ther’s reaction was in instructions: Mordechai should gather all 
the Jews who are present in Shushan. They should all fast for 
Esther. She and her attendants will fast likewise, and then she 
will go to the king, despite the risk.

Its interesting to point out that Esther’s own behavior was 
a bit unusual. It makes sense to say that a person who fasts for 
three days will become weak and they will not look as attractive 
because of their weakened state. King Achashverosh chose Es-
ther to be his queen because of her beauty, why would she want 
to diminish the most valuable asset she possessed that could 
win over Achashverosh? Furthermore, why did Esther tell Mor-
dechai that she was going to fast?

The answer is that Esther understood how she managed to 
become queen. Esther, the Talmud tells us, had a green pal-
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R’ Moishe Wiederman

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
PARSHAS TETZAVEH

All the Festivals [Moadim] will be annulled except for 
Purim, as the Pasuk says: The Jews accepted... and that 

the days of Purim will not pass from within the Jews; and its 
remembrance will not terminate from their children [Yalkut Sh-
emoni to Mishlei # 944 (to Mishlei Perek 19); see Yerushalmi 
Taanis 2:2 and Megillah 1:3; see also Rambam Hil. Megillah 
and Chanukah and intro to Manos HaLevi pg. 2]. How is it 
possible that all the Moadim will be voided? The Torah is eter-
nal; even a kutzo shel yud [from which many derashos are ex-
pounded] will not become annulled!! Is it then possible to say 
that the only Yom Tov which will be left is Purim!? 

Rashba [Teshuvos vol. I, #93] explains as follows: The Pa-
suk “and the days of Purim will not pass... and not be terminat-
ed...” is not a command; rather it is a havtachah - an assurance. 
Concerning other Yomim Tovim, there is no havtachah that the 
Yidden will always be able to keep Yom Tov; in the Galus, due 
to our sins, there may be times [and have been times] that the 
Yidden will be unable to keep Yom Tov. However, the days of 
Purim will always be with us. We are promised in this Pasuk 
that the Yidden will always have Purim; it will not be abolished 
by any decree! Powerful words that need explanation. [See 
Manos HaLevi (9:28), who argues that history has proven oth-
erwise.] Maharal [intro to Ohr Chadash s.v. be’sefer mishlei] 
cites this explanation and states: This explanation is totally un-
reasonable! Why should there be such an assurance concerning 
Purim and not with respect to the other Yomim Tovim? 

But, in fact, Rashba’s approach is quite reasonable and 
serves as a valuable lesson for us. Rashbam (in Pesachim) won-
ders why we do not use Besamim in havdallah when we go 
from Shabbos to Yom Tov. He says that, as we know, smelling 
the besamim gives us a spiritual satisfaction to make up for 
the loss of the spiritual neshamah yeseirah that we lose at the 
conclusion of Shabbos. That is unnecessary when we go from 
Shabbos to Yom Tov because on Yom Tov we also have that 
extra neshamah, and therefore do not need to fill the void left 
by the exit of the neshamah yeseirah. Tosafos, however, proves 
that this cannot be, for if it is true that we have a neshamah yes-
eirah on Yom Tov, why do we not use besamim in havdala at 
the conclusion of every Yom Tov, just like we do on Shabbos? 
Ramban explains Rashbam’s view: Although we have a nesha-
mah yeseirah on Shabbos and Yom Tov, at the close of Shabbos 
we lose the neshamah yeseirah, but at the end of Yom Tov we 
do not. The kedusha of Shabbos was created by Hashem. Thus 
at its conclusion, there is no remnant of the neshamah yesei-
rah which we were given. The kedusha of Yom Tov however is 
created by us [Mekadeish Yisrael Ve’Hazemanim, as opposed 
to Mekadeish HaShabbos]. When kedusha comes through our 
toil, it is not lost - we do not lose that neshama yeseira.

In a similar vein, Lev Eliyahu explains why the Har HA-
bayis has kedusha even today, while Har Sinai has no kedu-
sha. The kedusha of Har Sinai had no human input. Thus, when 
Hashem left, the kedusha left as well. The Kedusha of the Har 

lor that was not particularly attractive. However, God graced 
Esther with such charm and appeal that Achashverosh selected 
her above anyone else. Esther realized that she achieved this 
position through the hand of God, although others might think 
it was a natural choice – Achashverosh was taken by her looks. 
Esther though knew that her looks were no asset. Yes, people 
might find her attractive, but that is not what will bring suc-
cess: God will. She wanted to build within her a deep trust in 
God. She decided to fast so that by diminishing her beauty, she 
would have full faith in God. She could not hang her hopes on 
any other factor that she possessed and could have attributed to 
herself. Therefore, she revealed her plan to fast to Mordechai. If 
the Jews would hear the news, they would be distraught: How 
could Esther diminish her beauty – the cause of Achashverosh’s 
attraction to her? The Jewish nation would be forced to put full 
faith in God. They could not rely anymore on the natural attrac-
tion that existed previously. They had to believe that God alone 

is their source of salvation, not Esther’s looks, wit, or character.
The people believed and the people were saved. They were 

able to remove the blinders that nature presents and see things 
as they truly were: God controls all. Esther achieved her goal. 
She got an entire nation to recognize who controls the world, 
who makes nature natural: God. The Sages have memorialized 
this accomplishment of Esther in the Megillah, and it is read 
by the Jewish people every year. The name of God is never 
mentioned in the Megillah, to illustrate that the salvation of the 
Jews that appeared to result from political maneuvering and 
convenient coincidences was really the hand of God, albeit in 
a clandestine, natural way. The Megillah serves as a prime ex-
ample of how we must appreciate the role God plays in our 
lives. Nature is natural because God makes it so, and it is as 
miraculous as the supernatural. Our job is to take in the com-
monplace, natural occurrences and appreciate them for being 
gifts from God. Good Shabbos and a freilichin Purim. 
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R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
PARSHAS TEZTAVEH- ZOCHOR; TRUE HONORCAUSING DAMAGE

The Torah tells us that the Kohein wore special cloth-
ing, “Likovod Ulitifares”, for honor and splendor. The 

Gemara in Megila (12a) learns from this that Achashveirosh 
wore during his party the Bigdei Kehunah, which he stole 
from the Bais Hamikdash. This is learned from the Megi-
la, which says that Achashveirosh portrayed “Yikar Tiferes 
Gedulaso” his splendor and grandeur. The Gemara connects 
the words ‘Tiferes’, to the same word Tiferes in our Parsha, 
which is referring to the Bigdei Kehuna. 

The Chasam Sofer (Drashos 142b), makes a fascinating 
observation. When the Torah refers to the Bigdei Kehuna it 
says, “for” honor and splendor, without referring to the Ko-
hein. On the other hand, the Megila says that Achashveirosh 
wore the Bigdei Kehuna to portray “his” splendor and great-
ness”. Why the difference?

Explains the Chasham Sofer there is a fundamental 
difference between the Kohein Godol and lihavdil, King 
Achashvierosh. Ahron Hakohein didn’t need the special 
clothing to contribute to his honor and splendor.  His actual 
essence commanded and exuded honor and splendor. The 
clothing were honorable clothing to fit his honorable being. 
Thus, the clothing were “for” the honor and splendor”(which 
previously existed). 

King Achashveirosh was not worthy of greatness and 
honor. To the contrary, Achashveirosh didn’t even come 
from royal lineage. Rather he was a stable attendant to the 
King of Bovel. Later he accumulated substantial wealth and 
used his money to bribe the highest ministers in Paras and 

Madai to choose him as their king. Achashveirosh in his des-
perate lust for honor and greatness, did all sorts of things to 
create his self-proclaimed image. Therefore, putting on the 
Bigdei Kehuna, wasn’t to enhance his own genuine essence, 
but rather the clothing themselves were the honor and splen-
dor. Thus the Megila aptly describes the clothing as “his” 
honor. The clothing were full of honor, but not the person 
beneath them. 

This lowly trait of trying to portray oneself with a fake 
image of greatness was not exclusive to Achashveirosh. Ha-
man, was obsessed with his own phony image. He craved 
honor, as the Megila clearly reveals to us. When Achasveiro-
sh offered the royal clothing to the “man the king wants to 
honor”, Haman immediately assumed it was him. He was so 
excited to wear the royal garments and be pranced around on 
the royal horse.  Why would this mean anything to Haman? 
Does being reveled for a few moments in royalty make him a 
royal honorable person? To Haman this made no difference. 
It was the outward image that was important, not the inner 
essence. But the outward appearance doesn’t really provide 
any actual honor. Thus, Haman ended up with garbage on his 
head instead of the royalty he craved. The Megila is teaching 
us that at the end the inner essence is what shines forth, not 
the external strappings and external image a person tries to 
falsely create. 

This trait of Haman, actually has its roots in his ances-
tors. Esav, the Chazal tells us, is symbolized by the Chazir; 
the pig animal. From all the non-kosher animals, the pig 

HaBayis however had human input - it had the sweat of the 
avoda - that is not lost. Even after the shechina left, the kedu-
sha put in by the Yidden remained.

A quick look at Purim, will demonstrate how it stands out 
from the other Yomim Tovim in a certain respect: All the other 
Yomim Tovim were a gift from Hashem. The Yidden had mini-
mal input. They were on the 49th level of tumah when taken 
out of mitzrayim. Hashem not only took them out, but gave 
them the clouds of glory [succos] and brought them up to a 
level where they were able to receive the Torah. Purim was dif-
ferent. Yes, the Yidden sinned, but at the end, the entire yeshua 
came about through their fasting and repentance. Leich kenos 
es kol hayehudim... — all the Yidden were involved in a mass 
teshuva movement. They realized their mistake and repented. 

The neis of Purim was not a gift - it was earned! Indeed, even 
the fact that it is celebrated came about differently than other 
Yomim Tovim. A look at the Pesukim show us that the Yidden 
decided on their own to celebrate. Only after that, did Morde-
chai and then Esther send out letters to strengthen the Yidden’s 
own initiative. At that point, the Yidden accepted what they had 
already begun on their own. Kiymu ve'kiblu - In shamayim they 
agreed to what we did down here!

Purim began and ended with us - with our avoda - with our 
initiative. This cannot and will not be abolished. This is why the 
other Yomim Tovim can be abolished through terrible decrees - 
for they were not earned but given as a gift. Purim however was 
earned - it is ours - and cannot be taken away. 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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Who is on a higher level - an angel or a man?
The conventional understanding is to say an 

angle is on a greater level. Angels are Hashem’s messengers; 
they fulfill their purpose by fulfilling G-d’s Will without 
deviation.

So what does that say about man?
The Talmud (Eruvin 13b) asks would it have been better 

for man to have been created or not to have been created - 
what would we say?

The Talmud states that it would have been better for man 
to not have been created, but since he is created let him probe 
his deeds.

Understanding what this means and to answer what is 
then so special about man needs us to take a step back and 
get a broader perspective.

So before we are able to grasp its meaning and answering 
this question, we must survey the thoughts of our Creator.

Rabbi Avraham Steinberg Shlita conveys to us that when 
someone does not show confidence in his own work, it gives 
us an uneasy feeling. Let us say a manufacturer of a certain 
product does not use their own product, we may intimate 
that his lack of trust in it displays a deficiency in the product 
itself. Let us say a kashrut organization refuses to eat at a 
restaurant which they certify, it may bring one to question 
the authenticity of the kashrut itself.

So now this thought can also be expressive of the spiritual 
endeavors. Does our Creator have faith in us?

We can give an answer to this question by looking at 

the very beginning of this week’s perasha. Moshe Rabbeinu 
was directed by Hashem to obtain pure oil for the Menorah. 
It states, “And you, you shall command the Jewish people, 
and they shall take for you pure olive oil” (Tetzaveh 27:20).

Interestingly the leader of this project to obtain oil is put 
in Moshe’s hands. Why is that so?

 In order to answer this we need to look at a Midrash from 
the Yalkut Shimoni, which introduces this week’s perasha 
with a seemingly strange observation. The Midrash takes 
us back to the time of Noach right after the flood, where a 
Dove was sent to ascertain the status of the world. The Dove 
returned with an olive branch in the evening time. The Kil 
Yakar (1550-1619) explains that this olive branch brought 
in the evening was in actuality the bringing of olive oil to 
kindle a light in the darkness of night. The message the Kil 
Yakar states is that after the darkness of the Generation of the 
Flood, there once again would be light, Noach just needed to 
ignite it.

How does this correlate to the Mishkan?
It comes to say that just as the Dove brought Noach the 

opportunity to create a new light in the world, so too the 
Jews were given an opportunity to bring the light of Hashem 
into the world via the Mishkan.

Let us explain this correlation further.
Hashem had commanded Noach to create a separate 

abode from the wickedness and depravity of his generation. 
It was within these confines that Noach would be able to 
preserve his integrity and goodness that was to help rebuild 

is unique in that it has the kosher sign of split hooves, but 
is nevertheless not kosher because it doesn’t chew its cud. 
Rashi tells us that the pig shows off his feet, as if to fool 
people that he is indeed kosher. When someone falsely tries 
to portray an image he really isn’t, he is referred to in yid-
dish as “Chazer Feesel”, pigs feet. A pig uses his ‘kosher’ 
feet to portray an image that doesn’t exist. Esav is the quint-
essential “chazer feesel”. “Ki tzayid Befiv”, Rashi tells us 
means he fooled his father Yitzchok. He fooled his father 
into thinking he was extra stringent in his Mitzvos, and even 
wanted to take Ma’aser from salt. 

Indeed, Haman his grandson, kept the family tradition 
going and tried to keep his false façade as long as possible. 
But at the end “Sheker ain lo raglayim”, falsehood is unsus-
tainable. At the end the true colors are revealed. 

Mordechai on the other hand, wore a sack cloth, but is 
true essence shone forth. In the end it was he who rose to 
greatness and honor. Indeed the Mishna (Avos 6) tells us 
“there is no honor other than Torah”. Torah is the truth of 
the world. The Mishna is telling us that all the fake outward-
ly appearances of the world, don’t provide true honor and 
splendor. Only Torah, and those that adhere to it, can create 
true everlasting Honor and splendor. 

Perhaps this is the reason we get dressed up on Purim. 
We conceal our faces and bodies with costumes to proclaim 
that we don’t need any outwardly display to demonstrate 
who we are.  We command honor and splendor for our es-
sence, which are truly deserving of honor, not because of 
any clothing or external show. 

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
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R’ Berach Steinfeld
LIE OR NOT TO LIE? — TO GET DRUNK OR NOT TO GET DRUNK?

Rav Yehudah tells us in the gemara in Bava Metzia, 
daf chof gimmel, amud bais that there are three things 

a talmid chacham is permitted to lie about. The three things 
are mesechta, puria and ushpiza. The Maharsha explains 
that puria is referring to the gemara in Megilah, daf zayin, 
amud bais that says that one has to get drunk on Purim up to 
the point of not being able to differentiate between “Arrur 
Haman and baruch Mordechai.” The Maharsha says that 
on Purim a talmid chacham may lie and say that he got 
drunk to the point of confusion despite the fact that the truth 
is he did not get drunk to that point.

The Shailos Utshuvos Yad Chanoch in siman daled speaks 
about a gemara in Yerushalmi in Perek Ches in Shab-
bos about Reb Yona. Reb Yona would not drink wine 
from Pesach to Pesach. He would have a tremendous head-
ache after Pesach until Shavuos from the wine that he drank 
at the Seder. The question that is asked is; why didn’t Reb 
Yona push himself to drink wine on Purim? It must be that Reb 
Yona was of the opinion that a Talmid Chacham should not 
drink on Purim to the point of “ad delo  yoda” because it 
might bring to “bizayon haTorah.” When a person who con-
siders himself a talmid chacham does not drink wine on Pu-

rim it comes across as if has yuhara (he is a baal gaaveh.) 
Therefore when offered a cup of wine on Purim, rather than 
come across as a baal gaaveh and not drink it, he may lie and 
say that he already drank.

On Purim we learn the importance of drinking 
responsibly. The Mechaber paskens that one should drink 
until he can’t recognize the difference between arur Ha-
man and boruch Mordechai. The Rema paskens that one 
should not get drunk on Purim. He should just drink a little 
more than he is used to and then go to sleep from the intoxi-
cation. The following question then arises. If one will get 
drunk to the point that he will not be able to bentch or dav-
en Maariv, may he or should he still drink or not? There 
are Rishonim who discuss this dilemma. My feeling is that 
one who does not go through the entire sugya has no right 
to get drunk and be mevatel other mitzvos. Remember that 
drinking is a mitzvah De’Rabbonon whereas Birchas Hama-
zon is a De’Oraysa.

Happy Purim!
 Do you have a topic or discussion you want to read about? 

Please send comments or questions to hymanbsdhevens@
gmail.com or Berachsteinfeldscorner@gmail.com

the world. This opportunity rested in Noach’s hands alone, 
if he could remain strong, stay focus, and not fall by the 
wayside then he would succeed. It was up to him. The same 
is true here with the Mishkan. Its function would be to bring 
the Divine presence into world. It is n this regard that once 
the Mishkan is built and the lights of the Menorah are ready 
to be kindled that the emphasis is parlayed to Moshe the 
individual.

This is coming to explain the message for each of us as 
individuals to recognize that at a certain point the baton is 
passed to us. It is for us to recognize that Hashem gives to 
each of us after a certain point, the opportunity to accomplish, 
and the end result emanates from our efforts.

Rav Tzadok of Lublin (1823-1900) explains this point 
further by pointing out that the Torah states, “And they 
believed in Hashem and in Moshe His servant” (Beshalach 
14:31). He writes that the reason why this verse is stated 
is to tell us a grandiose insight. Just as one must believe in 

Hashem, one must also believe in himself as an agent of 
Hashem!

We must know that we are part of the ability to complete 
the mission of the world.  Noach understood after the 
destruction of the world that it rests in his hands to help 
rebuild it. The opportunity was there for him to rekindle 
the light within the darkness. So too when the Mishkan was 
built, now that the structure was complete the opportunity 
for rekindling the light of Hashem in the world now rests in 
the hands of man. Each of us carries the same opportunity, 
the potential spark within us to rekindle and illuminate the 
world.

It is for this reason alone that the creation of man is 
so great. It demonstrates the great trust our Creator has in 
our capability. Man’s prospective aptitude and budding 
spirituality gives him the ability to surpass even the highest 
of angels. It is the opportunity of achieving this level that 
makes the creation of man, the greatest of all. 

R’ Aharon Finkelstein
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R’ Rafi Mollot

Dr. Ittai Stern

60 SECONDS OF TORAH: TETZAVEH -- INSIDE-OUT

TETZAVEH

“And you shall make holy garments for Aharon your 
brother, for splendor and for beauty.” (Shemos 

28:2)
I once held a job in the customer service department of 

a telephone company. I only interacted with clients over the 
phone — never in person. When I started that job, I would 
come to work after my yeshiva studies, in my “yeshivish” 
attire (button-down shirt and slacks). Then I began taking 
college courses, and would come to work after school. One 
day I came in jeans and a sweatshirt. My supervisor called me 
over and gave me a verbal pasting. “You are required to wear 
business attire here!” I tried to defend myself by pointing out 
that certain employees, in other departments, higher up in the 
company than me, regularly dressed casually as I had that day. 
“But you are in customer service!” she responded.

A uniform does more than identify to others what position 
or role one serves. “The clothing makes the man.” One’s 
clothing adds a level of awareness of identity and purpose to 
the wearer. As in the above incident, though the company’s 
clients would never see through the phone how I dressed, 
my attire would affect my self-perception as a professional 
customer service agent, and serve to transform my job 
performance.

Certainly, in the service of Hashem, this phenomenon 
holds no less import. As servants and representatives of the 
Most High, let us make certain what we wear on our outsides 
will have the desired influence on our inner consciousness, 
and encourage the kind of elevated behavior that brings only 
splendor and beauty into our lives and the lives of others.

Based on Shlah, Parshas Tetzaveh 

Many years ago I attended a Shabbaton and heard a Dvar 
Torah which was nothing less than life altering, although I 

didn’t fully appreciate its impact until years later when I was more 
connected to the religion. The speaker, Rabbi Allen Schwartz, 
related Rashi’s comment in describing the Ephod, one of the special 
garments worn by the Kohen Godol. Rashi remarked,”I’m not 
familiar with any Baraisa which explains its design, but my heart 
tells me that it’s belted around his back … like the apron with which 
noblewomen gird themselves when they ride their horses.” Rabbi 
Schwartz gave, as the late great Paul Harvey might have said,”The 
rest of the story.” He first noted that it was Rashi’s wont to cite 
Talmudic, Midrashic and Rabbinic(i.e other Rishonim) sources for 
his opinions so injecting a personal note was highly unusual. Rabbi 
Schwartz then explained, When Rashi was nine years old he saw a 
French noblewoman in full regalia preparing for a fox hunt(If I err 
on some detail, Rabbi Schwartz isn’t to blame, I heard his speech 
about 35 years ago and I’m relying on my memory.) The future 
giant was transfixed by her resplendent outfit and this troubled him 
greatly. Rashi, as you might imagine, was bathed in purity from 
birth, and he couldn’t fathom why he would be interested in such a 
mundane sight. Years later when it was time to describe the Kohanic 
vestments, he realized that it was Hashem who had directed his 
attention to that woman.

I believe that this incident demands further discussion. There 
are two schools of thought within the “Yeshiva world” vis a vis 
secular matters. Some argue that those who strive for greatness in 
Torah must divorce themselves from any form of secularism. As a 
corollary, Baalei Tshuvas are often encouraged  to exorcise all such 

knowledge and interest in these areas. There is, however, another 
approach. While Torah study must reign supreme, ultimately the 
goal in Judaism is to connect to Hashem, and this can be achieved 
outside the realm of Torah. Those who preach Torah exclusivity will 
cite the Mishna from Sanhedrin in which R Akiva states that those 
who study “outside books” are among those who lose their share of 
Olam Habo. Gedolim who studied as much as 18 hours a day are 
presented as role models to be emulated. The other camp will note 
that many of our legendary Torah giants were quite familiar with 
the goings on in the secular world. A number of years ago I met an 
elderly dentist at a convention and we struck up a conversation. 
He mentioned that he was related to Rav Yitzchok Hutner and then 
remarked,”I’m going to tell you that he was bigger than the other 
Gedolim of his time, because he was as great as them in Torah but 
he also had secular knowledge.”

I’m not here to rule in this debate, rather I feel that what’s 
needed is for both camps to recognize that  there’s validity in each 
approach. Sadly, most people have tunnel vision and refuse to 
consider the possibility that Eilu Veeilu Divrei Elokim Chaim. This 
is particularly dangerous in our time when the Orthodox community 
must deal with the scourge of what’s been called “Kids going off 
the Derech.” I think that this appellation is a misnomer which 
does tremendous harm. In many cases, what’s called going off the 
Derech means that one’s children aren’t necessarily conforming 
to the established mores, be it in their dress, choice of friends or 
musical tastes. The parents take this as rebellion and assume that 
such an attitude will perforce lead to full scale abandonment of 
the religion. Treating such kids as pariahs then becomes a self 
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fulfilling prophecy as it almost ensures that their children will leave 
the fold. I once had the displeasure of hearing a so-called Kiruv 
Rabbi who worked with the off the Derech  population, using the 
most deplorable pejoratives to describe his charges. What must be 
understood is that very often these are sweet kids who are simply 
beings kids, and we should see them this way rather than write them 
off as lost causes who will hurt their siblings’ shidduch chances. I 
was told an amazing story about the teenaged son of a renowned 
Rosh Yeshiva who evinced all the classic signs of going lost. To 
his credit, the boy’s father contacted a Rabbi with an outstanding 
record of working with such kids and despite initial reluctance on 
the boy’s part a meeting was arranged. Rather than preach, the 
Rabbi asked the boy what interested him and when he responded 
that he liked playing the saxophone, the Rabbi told him to go home 
and bring his instrument. Once connected, the boy “straightened 
out” in short order. Now I’m not suggesting that such tolerance is a 
panacea. Obviously, numerous factors come into play when dealing 
with such kids, but if we try to meet them halfway and show that we 
respect where they’re coming from, there’s a real chance to make 
inroads in many similar cases.

There is however another element to consider from the Rashi 
story. As mentioned above, Torah study is not an end to itself, 
rather it’s meant to bring one closer to Hashem. From personal 
experience I’ve learned tremendous mussar lessons from television 
and music. The Dylan line,”We all see the same things, we just 
start out from a different point of view.” essentially expresses the 

importance of recognizing the legitimacy of viewpoints different 
than our own. Incredibly, the 70’s comedy hit “Happy Days” had 
an episode which powerfully touched on the human condition. 
The show’s star Arthur the “Fonz” Fonzarelli, finds himself in a 
conundrum which can only be resolved if he says the hardest three 
words known to man,”I was wrong.”  To be sure, without a solid 
grounding in classical Torah study the real message would be lost, 
that we must correct our character flaws if we are to become true 
servants of Hashem.

There is another lesson, perhaps the most important lesson to 
be derived from the story involving our foremost commentator. 
When Rashi first saw that woman, he was upset by what he felt 
was a chink in his moral armor, but he later understood that this 
was simply the way for Hashem to send him an essential piece 
of information. I would aver that people of Rashi’s ilk no longer 
exist, however we must be cognizant that Hashem has an infinite 
number of ways of communicating with His creations.  The story 
of “Rabbi”Elazar Ben Durdaya should remind us that no matter 
how far one has fallen, he can return to Hashem. If we were to 
summarize, the operative principle is Chanoch Lanaar Al Pi Darko, 
or as another silly comedy of yore expressed in its theme song,”Well 
the world don’t move to the beat of just one drum, what might 
be right for you may not be right for some.” If one is sufficiently 
steeped in Torah values he’ll be able to glean the messages which 
are being sent and this will allow that person to be a living Kiddush 
Hashem. 

Dr. Ittai Stern
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