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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Mishpatim 5777 

 The Sefarim of the Chafetz Chaim   

We just read about Klal Yisrael accepting the Torah in 
Parshas Yisro, and are starting to learn the laws of the Torah 
in Parshas Mishpatim. It therefore is appropriate for us to take 
a closer look at some of the Gedolim in generations past, and 
analyze how they achieved their tremendous success in 
becoming great Torah scholars.                                  

For example, let us analyze the life of the Chafetz Chaim. 
The Chafetz Chaim traveled around collecting Haskamos for 
the many Sefarim that he wrote. The Chazon Ish stated that all 
of the people who the Chafetz Chaim received Haskamos 
from, were not as great a scholar as he was. Collecting 
Haskamos from these lesser Torah scholars was just one 
indication of his great humility. 

Another very important reason, most probably the primary 
reason, for his collection of Haskamos, was the fact that he 
wrote his Sefarim to help Klal Yisrael. In order for people to 
read them, he had to have a wide ranging variety of 
Haskamos, so that most people would know a Rav who 
endorsed this Sefer, and would therefore be willing to read it.  

All of his Sefarim were written clearly to help the 
problems facing his generation. For example, the Sefarim 
”Chafetz Chaim” and “Shemiras Ha’Lashon” were 
instrumental in combating Lashon Hara and Sinas Chinam, 
which he felt was the main thing Klal Yisrael had to fix in our 
generation, in order to bring the redemption. He wrote the 
Sefer “Toras Ha’Bayis” in order to help strengthen Torah 
study, and “Machaneh Yisrael” to help Jewish soldiers 
conscripted into the army, observe Torah and Mitzvos, in at 
least a minimal way.                               

In the Haskamah to the Sefer “Likutei Halachos” on 
Kodshim, Rav Chaim Brisker zt”l wrote, “He doesn’t need 
me, nor people like me, to give him a Haskamah. However, 
his humility is great to include me (see Tehilim 18:36).” 
Similarly, Rav Chaim Brisker once remarked that the world 
knows the Chafetz Chaim as a big Tzaddik, but they do not 
realize that he is also an equally tremendous Gaon. He just 
hides it under his image of being a great Tzadik. 

Similarly, he wrote the Mishnah Brurah on Orach Chaim in 
order that people should correctly keep the laws of Orach 
Chaim. The Chazon Ish is known to have said that people 
mistakenly think that the Mishnah Brurah just quotes other 
Sefarim, when in fact he is deciding the Halachah.    

    The Ways to be Mezakeh Ha’Rabim  
Everyone can be someone who brings merit to the public in 

some form. Some do this by spreading or teaching Torah or 
Mussar, and some do this by enabling others to perform 
Chessed on a large scale.  

Besides for the merit that a person receives for enabling 
others to perform Mitzvos, he also receives personal 
Siyata Dishmaya in that area of spirituality. The Gemara in 
Tanis (7a) famously quotes an Amora, as stating that he 
learned much from his Rabbanim, more from his friends, and 
from his students most of all.  The reason for this, is not only 
because his students caused him to analyze the material better, 
and prepare a lesson for them in a thorough manner; but 
because he enabled them to learn Torah, Hashem gave him 
more Siyata Dishmaya in his learning, Middah k’Negged 
Middah. While a person does receive some Siyata Dishmaya 
for learning with his friend, and for helping him gain a better 
understanding of the material they are studying, it is not as 
much as a person who actually teaches others Torah (when 
they otherwise would not have known of this Torah). 

Rav Yisrael Salanter wrote in his Iggeres Ha’Mussar, about 
the importance of spreading words of Mussar in Klal Yisrael. 
He explained that if a person does so, he will have a great 
portion in the merits of increased Yiras Shamayim that will 
abound in Klal Yisrael!  

Many people think that Rav Yisrael Salanter was the 
originator of the Mussar movement, and that it was his novel 
idea to create a field of Torah called Mussar. This is a total 
mistake. Many Rishonim wrote Sifrei Mussar. Rabeinu 
Yonah famously wrote Sharei Teshuvah (and other works 
such as Shar Ha’Torah, that we unfortunately do not have), 
and the Rambam wrote Moreh Nevuchim. It is well known 
that at the end of every topic in his classic work “Yad 
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Ha’Chazakah,” the Rambam writes a Mussar thought 
regarding that topic. Of course, there are more Sefarim, such 
as the Chovos Ha’Levavos. Additionally, many Rishonim 
such as the Tur, quote these works. Rav Yisrael discusses this 
topic at length in Or Yisrael (Sharei Or). 

A person can give merit to the public just by being a 
positive spiritual influence. For example, I heard from a 
public figure whom has an important position, that his 
inspiration for continuing to have Yiras Shamayim, is the fact 
that he attended our Yeshivah, and merited to see Rav 
Yechezkel Levenstein zt”l. He constantly thinks of his 
example, and thereby strengthens his Yiras Shamayim. Rav 
Yechezkel receives merit for this without his having done 
anything particularly special (besides for being himself). This 
is an example of how a Tzaddik can have a great impact 
on people without even doing anything!   

Of course, the more common type of enabling merit is 
through raising awareness, and perhaps even giving rebuke, 
about a certain topic. It is important to note, that rebuke is 
only effective if the person giving the rebuke has indeed 
strengthened himself in the area that he is trying to get 
others to keep. If he himself has not worked on his 
observance in this area, his rebuke will be ineffective. I 
heard from a student of Rav Yechezkel Levenstein (from 
when he was in Kletzk), that he would first make sure that he 
had strengthened himself in any spiritual topic, before 
discussing the need for others to strengthen themselves in that 
area.                

             The Way to Give Rebuke  
There is a Sefer called Minchas Shmuel, that was written 

by a student of Rav Chaim Volozhiner zt”l. He writes there 
that he has a tradition from his Rabbanim, and especially 
from Rav Chaim Volozhiner, that nowadays the only 
effective rebuke is rebuke given nicely and softly. If a 
person has a tendency to anger quickly, and become 
frustrated with evildoers, he is exempt from the Mitzvah 
of rebuke.     

The Gemara in Erchin (16b) already mentions that there 
are probably no people in the world who accept rebuke, and 
that there is probably nobody who knows how to give rebuke. 
The Gemara means to say that nobody gives “strong” rebuke 
that is accepted anymore. Parents often make this mistake. 
They yell and scream at their child who is sinning, because 
they do not want him to perform these sins. However, 
their yelling and screaming is harmful, and does not help 
the situation at all. The only thing that can possibly be 
helpful is to explain to a child in a nice calm manner why 
his actions are problematic. 

There is a story regarding a certain Torah scholar who 
made a mistaken ruling in the complicated laws of Eruvin. A 
different Talmid Chacham wanted to correct him, but did not 
do so by going over to him and scolding him for making this 
mistake. Instead he asked him if he could possibly learn this 
topic with him, as he knew he was knowledgeable in this 
topic. Through analyzing the Sugya again, this first Talmid 
Chacham realized he had made a mistake, and retracted his 
original ruling. This is how a person can perform the Mitzvah 
of rebuke in a positive and effective manner.             

Rav Vosner zt”l once remarked that it is well known how 
the Chasam Sofer fought the Reform movement tooth and 
nail. However, when he died, even the secular and Reform 
journalists wrote in his obituary how he was a person who 
was beloved to all. They understood that his rebuke and 
protest against their movement was not out of spite, but rather 
out of a concern that they were not a Torah-true movement. 
His rebuke was well stated, without compromising his 
standing as a person who loved his fellow Jews.    

I remember that a certain Magid once came to Ramat 
Ha’Sharon (where my father was the Rav) after my father had 
passed on. He gave fiery rebuke to the community, but it was 
not well received. Many people commented afterwards that 
although my father also rebuked them, he did so in a 
completely different manner, and therefore his words were 
accepted.  

          Enjoying Learning Torah  
We constantly Daven that we should enjoy words of Torah. 

For example, in Birkas Ha’Torah, we Daven that, “Hashem 
should please make the words of His Torah sweet in our 
mouths.” A person once told me, how he was amazed by Rav 
Shmuel Rozovsky zt”l. He noticed that Rav Shmuel had the 
ability to say over the same piece of Torah with the same 
sweetness many, many times. If a person can do this, it is a 
sign that he is succeeding in enjoying his learning, and is 
therefore generally successful in his Torah learning.     

The Nefesh Ha’Chaim merited that many of his students 
became tremendous Talmidei Chachamim. Among his 
students were the Mishkenos Yaakov, Keren Orah, Nachalas 
Dovid, and other great Gaonim.  

In the introduction to Nefesh Ha’Chaim, written by his son, 
it states that the Nefesh Ha’Chaim was very wary of Torah 
thoughts that he had tremendous enjoyment from, and 
suspected that they might not be correct. He suspected that he 
was inappropriately enjoying Divrei Torah! He suspected that 
he enjoyed these words because he had become haughty over 
the fact that he had such illuminating Torah insights. Since 
the Gemara states that if a person becomes haughty, his Torah 
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is taken away from him, so he would check these thoughts 
over and over again to make sure they were indeed one 
hundred percent correct.  

This is hard to understand. Isn’t one supposed to enjoy 
Divrei Torah? Aren’t we Davening that Hashem should make 
the words of Torah sweet for us? If so, why was the Nefesh 
Ha’Chaim wary of sweet Divrei Torah? 

The truth is that we have already alluded to the answer. 
There is nothing wrong with enjoying Divrei Torah, when the 
enjoyment comes from the words of Torah themselves, just as 
a child enjoys a sweet candy. The problem arises, when a 
person suspects that his enjoyment is not from the words of 
Torah, but from the haughtiness that he has by showing 
everyone that he knows how to learn very well! This is not 
supposed to be part of the enjoyment of Torah, and is why the 
Nefesh Ha’Chaim would check over any piece of Torah, if he 
thought he had a haughty sense of enjoyment while learning 
it. 

It is true that there are some people who, when saying 
words of Torah, get more enjoyment out of the fact that they 
are showing they are very smart, than from the words of 
Torah themselves. My father once told me that he knew of 
such a person as well, who very possibly got more enjoyment 
out of his intellectual prowess than the actual words of Torah 
that he gave over.                         

                                  Kiruv        
The Mishnah in Avos (1:12) states, “Be like the students of 

Aharon; love peace, and chase peace, love people, and bring 
them close to Torah.” The meaning of this Mishnah is that 
everyone essentially loves peace. However, people can end up 
having reasons, given to them by their Yetzer Hara, not to 
love peace. Everyone must work on themselves in order that 
they should not be fooled by their Yetzer Hara, and retain 
their nature to love peace.        

“Chasing peace” means actively seeking and promoting 
peace. There are some people who are so naturally peaceful, 
just being in their company prevents arguments. The 
Ponevezher Rav zt”l was known to be such a great and peace-
loving individual that people could not argue in his presence.   

“Loving people and bringing them close to Torah” are not 
merely two good attributes. Rather, the first is a condition for 
the second. One can only bring people close to Torah if he 
first works on loving them sincerely, and wanting the best for 
them in this world, and the next world. Once a person has 
reached a high level in loving his fellow Jews, he can then 
start to work on bringing them close to Torah. 

The Passuk in Malachi (6:7) states, “There was true Torah 
in his mouth, and crookedness was not found on his lips. In 
peace, and in a straight path he walked with Me, and he 
prevented many from sinning. For the lips of a Kohen will 
guard knowledge, and they will seek Torah from his mouth, 
for he is an angel of Hashem Tzvakos.” This Passuk implies 
that the reason people seek to learn Torah from this person is 
because he not only does not lie, but he has no crookedness 
on his lips (or in his being). The fact that these are two 
different levels of untruth, is evident from our request at the 
end of Shemonah Esreh, “Guard my tongue from evil, and my 
lips from speaking deception.” “Deception” is a lower level 
than evil, and “lips” allude to a lower level (of speaking 
untruth) than “tongue.”  

The reason why this is the first request we have in our 
private request section of Shemonah Esreh (following the 
nineteen blessings), is because this is the way that we can 
merit saying over Torah and teaching Torah. We can only 
merit this if we do not speak lies and untruths.       

“In peace and in a straight path he walked with Me,” refers 
to the fact that while a person must want peace, he may only 
make peace when it is the right thing to do, and there are 
times when there will not be real peace (or it is the wrong 
thing to do). I know a certain person who was too forgiving, 
and until today, he regrets the fact that he let people trample 
over him for the sake of peace. Additionally, the Medrash 
Rabah on Koheles states, that if a person has mercy on those 
who are cruel, he will end up being cruel to people upon 
whom he should have mercy.   

In order to know when a person should make peace and 
when he should not do so, he needs to “walk with Me.” If a 
person serves Hashem properly, and people seek to learn 
Torah from him, and he does not lie etc., he will have Siyata 
Dishmaya when judging if he should make peace in any given 
situation.   

Additionally, when a person has all of these positive 
attributes, he will also be someone who will be able to stop 
others from sinning (as stated by the continuation of this 
Passuk). 

If a person merits all of these things, he will be able to 
store a tremendous amount of Torah inside of him, people 
will seek him out so that they can learn Torah from him, and 
he will be compared to an angel of Hashem. 

In summary, it is important for a person to give rebuke, but 
he should find the best possible way to do it in a gentle and 
pleasant manner. Often times, there is a different person who 
is closer to the person in question, and can do a better job of 
giving over this rebuke successfully. He should be given that 
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job, instead of the person who realized that rebuke is 
necessary. 

When giving rebuke, a person must bear in mind that he 
loves his fellow Jew, and there are merely certain difficult 
circumstances that caused him to act the way he did.  

We should all merit strengthening ourselves in all areas 
that need strengthening!              

                                    * 

          The Greatest Happiness 
The Mishnah in Avos (6:4) states that the way to acquire 

Torah is, “Eat bread with salt, drink a measure of water, sleep 
on the ground, live a life of pain, and toil in Torah. And if you 
do so, you will be happy and it will be good for you. You will 
be happy in this world, and it will be good for you in the next 
world.” This means that one is only eating bread and salt, 
without any spreads such as butter. He is only drinking as 
much water as he needs, and he is sleeping on the floor 
without any comfortable pillows, blankets, or mattresses. He 
is still deemed happy in this world! 

  I have previously mentioned that my Rebbi, Rav Dessler 
zt”l, said that this Mishnah seems to contradict itself. After 
mentioning all of these difficulties that a person must endure 
to acquire Torah, it says that if you do so, you will be happy 
in this world. How can this possibly be true if one is living a 
life of pain?           

He answered that when a person is truly toiling in Torah, 
he is thoroughly enjoying himself. He is enjoying himself 
more than (the enjoyment of) people who have tremendous 
material wealth.  

Additionally, the Mishnah states, “it will be good for him 
in Olam Haba.” Isn’t this obvious? The answer is that one 
might think that his enjoyment in learning Torah takes away 
from his Olam Haba. The Mishnah therefore states that this is 
not the case. He receives a tremendous amount of Olam Haba 
for learning despite material hardship, and for refusing to 
pursue the pleasures of this world.  

May all of Klal Yisrael merit, speedily in our days, to 
happily be involved in learning Torah! 

         

                        

                            

          

     (This discourse was delivered in Shevat 5777.) 
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