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Pinchas 5776- Pain-full Reminders 
 In this week’s parsha the mishpachos-families- of Bnai Yisrael are mentioned by name. 

The Torah though does something most interesting: by each name it adds a letter hay at the 

beginning and a yud at the end. For example, Shaul from the Tribe of Shimon becomes HaShauli. 

Why does the Torah do this? Rashi, quoting Chazal tells us that the nations of the world mocked 

the Yidden by claiming that the fathers of many of those Yidden who left Mitzrayim were in fact 

Egyptian taskmasters and thus no Yid had the right to link his paternal yichus-lineage- to the Tribes. 

The logic they presented for this theory was simple; if the taskmasters had their way with the 

bodies of the Jewish men, having the ability to force them into slave labor, don’t you think they 

certainly had their way with the wives of these men? In order to put to bed such a scandalous claim 

Hashem Himself said, “I will come and testify on the veracity of each Jew’s claim of belonging to 

a family by attaching My name Y-ah to each family name, with the hay at the beginning and the 

yud at the end.” Thus, Shaul becomes HaShauli. 

 The problem is that with the eight families of Levi the Torah also adds a hay and a yud. 

But Leviyim were not enslaved whilst in Egypt and no-one had their way with them, so Hashem 

should not need to defend their lineage by adding His name to theirs. But He does. Why? (See 

Sifsai Chachamim in the Mesivta Mikraos Gedolos to Bamidbar 26:5 who offers an answer to this 

question.) 

 Perhaps we can say as follows: The Shelah hakadosh suggests that Levi wanted very much 

to share in the suffering of his brethren. So he made a magnanimous gesture and named his three 

sons with names that would constantly remind him of their suffering. Gershon is for gairim sham 

- foreigners and second-class citizens in the land, Kehos, the Hebrew for grinding of teeth, a habit 

begun by the Yidden as a way to bear their suffering, And Merori of course from the word maror- 

bitterness.  [Similarly, we might add that the other official Levi families named here in parshas 

Pinchas, these names, too, have a similar theme of suffering and also of hope. Livni is for the 

levainim-bricks- that the Yidden had to make whilst slaves. Chevron was named after the famed 

city in Eretz Yisrael as an encouraging reminder that there will come a time that the exile will end 

and the Yidden would head north to the Promised Land. Machli hints to machla- plagues- a 

reference to the Ten Plagues that Hashem brought against the Mitzriyim (as the passuk says “Kol 

hamachala asher samti Bemitzrayim..- “All the plagues that I set upon Egypt...” - Shemos, 15:26).   

Mushi, a thinly veiled reference to their savior Moshe who would be drawn out of the water. And 

Korach which means bald, a reference to a popular way of mourning in those days of making bald 

patches on the head (see Devarim, 14:1).  Mourning for all the babies that were killed in 

Mitzrayim.] 

 Now we can understand why Hashem added His name to Levi’s family names. For they 

were names given to represent the national suffering. It was Levi’s way of saying to the other 

Tribes, “I’m with you in your slavery, I’m with you in your beatings, I’m with you in your deaths 

and desperations. Your suffering is mine, your pain is mine, and yes, your embarrassment from 

vicious aspersions against your lineage is also mine.” And just as the actual slaves needed 

validation, the Tribe of Levi and its eternal heartbreaking names also received Hashem’s seal of 

approval. 
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