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בחודש אדר שמח שמחה גדולה אמר נפל לי פור בירח שמת בו  הפיל פור הוא הגורל תנא כיון שנפל פור :ג"מגילה י

 באדר מת ובשבעה באדר נולד  משה ולא היה יודע שבשבעה

שלשים  צא מהם למפרע (יהושע ד) הראשון והעם עלו מן הירדן בעשור לחודש שנאמר .בשבעה באדר מת משה י"פרש

שם ) 'אתם עוברים וגו הכינו לכם צידה כי בעוד שלשה ימים ימים שהכינו להם צידה שנאמר יום באבלו של משה ושלשה

מלאו ימי  היום (דברים לא) שנה אנכי היום דכתיב בן מאה ועשרים .באדר נולד ובשבעה :בשבעה באדר מת משה הרי (א

  :שתכפר על המיתה ושנותי כדאי הלידה

 

 

The battle between downfall, doom and the shinning destiny of Klal Yisrael is the battle between the forces 

behind Moshe’s death and the forces behind Moshe’s birth. 

Each and every one of us has the same choice that Mordechai and Haman had.  

Will I live this Month in the shadow of Moshe’s death?  

Will I surrender to the forces behind Moshe’s death or will I shine forth like the day Moshe was born – 

Layehudim hayso Orah vesimcha? 

Baruch Mordechai means that I will harness the energy behind Moshe’s birth and vanquish the peril behind 

Moshe’s death.  

I will ensure that Moshe’s spirit lives on in me until the sun shines seven fold brighter when Moshe reappears 

in the form of Moshiach with all of his glowing radiance.  

Q. What was the secret of Moshe’s death? What did Haman wish to capitalize on in order to implement the 

final solution and what are the forces behind Moshe’s birth of which Mordechai and Esther drew upon 

which changed the fate of the Jews and brought us here today and vezichram lo yasuf mizar’am which is the 

triumphant ammo which will unleash us from the shackles of our personal and national exiles and bring us 

to Moshiach? 

A. The star-gazers foretold of Moshe’s death. He’s got a built-in handicap. He’s going to fall with water. Let’s 

maximize this and drown him from the start.  

In fact, Moshe did die because of water – 120 years later 

Moshe – ki min hamayim mishisihu, not tov,tovyah, these names reflected G-d given talents. Hashem referred 

to him as Moshe - was his name– he constantly had to battle and pull himself out from the raging waters. For 

his downfall was to be through water… for 120 years Moshe rose and rose overcame the challenges of water. 

As a baby, at the well in midyan, the thirsty sheep, drawing atzmos Yosef from the ye’or, Yam Suf, Mara, giving 

the Eigel sinners the investigative waters to drink, paining himself for forty days and nights without drinking in 
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order to repeal Hashem’s decree to wipe out the Jews, “Miriam’s well”, and ultimately failing by hitting the 

rock. 

ֵאל  וַיְִּסעּו  שביעי{  א} ל ֲעַדת ְבֵני יְִּשרָּ יכָּ ין ְלַמְסֵעיֶהם ַעל פִּ ְדַבר סִּ מִּ ם 'ד מִּ עָּ ֹּת הָּ ְשת ים וְֵאין ַמיִּם לִּ ידִּ ְרפִּ ם  וַיֶָּרב{ ב :}וַַיֲחנּו בִּ ם עִּ עָּ הָּ

ֹּאֶמר נּו ַמיִּם וְנְִּשֶתה וַי ֹּאְמרּו ְתנּו לָּ ֶֹּשה וַי י ַמה ְתַנּסּון ֶאת  מ דִּ מָּ יבּון עִּ ֶֹּשה ַמה ְתרִּ ֶהם מ א {ג} :'דלָּ ם ַעל שָּ  וַיְִּצמָּ עָּ ם ַלַמיִּם וַיֶָּלן הָּ עָּ ם הָּ

ה ֶזה מָּ ֹּאֶמר לָּ ֶֹּשה וַי ְקַני מ ַני וְֶאת מִּ י וְֶאת בָּ ֹּתִּ ית א מִּ ְצַריִּם ְלהָּ מִּ נּו מִּ יתָּ א ֶהֱעלִּ מָּ ֶֹּשה ֶאל  {ד} :ַבצָּ ם ַהֶזה  'דוַיְִּצַעק מ עָּ ה ֶאֱעֶשה לָּ ֹּר מָּ ֵלאמ

ֻלנִּי ֵלק  {ח} .. :עֹוד ְמַעט ּוְסקָּ ֹּא ֲעמָּ םוַיָּב ידִּ ְרפִּ ֵאל בִּ ם יְִּשרָּ ֶחם עִּ  וַיִּלָּ

ְפֵני  וֶָּאְתַנַפל ה 'דלִּ ים ַליְלָּ עִּ ים יֹום וְַאְרבָּ עִּ ֹּנָּה ַאְרבָּ אש י ַעל כָּל ַחַטאְתֶכם ֲאֶשר כָּרִּ יתִּ תִּ י ּוַמיִּם ֹלא שָּ אֶתם ַלֲעשֹות  ֶלֶחם ֹלא ָאַכְלתִּ ֲחטָּ

ַרע ְבֵעיֵני י  יסֹו 'דהָּ י {יט} :ְלַהְכעִּ ֹּרְ  כִּ ַצף יָּג ה ֲאֶשר קָּ ַאף וְַהֵחמָּ ְפֵני הָּ י מִּ ְ  ֲעֵליֶכם 'דתִּ יד ֶאְתֶכם וַיְִּשַמע י ֹּ -ְלַהְשמִּ ה ֵאַלי ַגם ַבַפַעם -וָּ-ה

וא ְתַאַנף  {כ} :ַההִּ ֹּן הִּ וא 'דּוְבַאֲהר ֵעת ַההִּ ֹּן בָּ ידֹו וֶָּאְתַפֵלל ַגם ְבַעד ַאֲהר ֹּד ְלַהְשמִּ ֵעֶגל ַחַטאְתֶכם ֲאֶשר  וְֶאת {כא} :ְמא יֶתם ֶאת הָּ ֲעשִּ

ֹּתֹו ֹּף א י וֶָּאְשר ַקְחתִּ ְך לָּ ר וַָּאְשלִּ פָּ חֹון ֵהיֵטב ַעד ֲאֶשר ַדק ְלעָּ ֹּתֹו טָּ ֹּת א ֵאש וֶָּאכ ר בָּ הָּ ן הָּ ֵֹּרד מִּ רֹו ֶאל ַהַנַחל ַהי  :ֶאת ֲעפָּ

And throughout the 120 years, Moshe rose and rose in stature until 

ר יְָדעֹו יְ  וְֹלא ָקם נִָביא עֹוד ה ֲאשֶׁ ֹ -ְביְִשָרֵאל ְכמֹשֶׁ ל ָפנִים-וָ -ה  :ה ָפנִים אֶׁ

See what Moshe accomplished with his handicap?   

Q. What is the secret behind Moshe’s birth and what timeless message does it convey to us? 

A. To appreciate the setting behind Moshe’s birth, let us try to visualize the landscape within which Moshe 

was born. 

Imagine 130 years of Jewish servitude in Egypt until Moshe was born! Day in day out no change. Contrast that 

to our grandparents who lived through different times throughout their lives. Binyan, stira, They were able to 

grow old and develop a broad perspective on life observing the panorama of life cycles.  

In Mitzraim, though, there was no change. The same blood, sweat, tears, trauma, terror, physical and 

emotional pain, insecurities, posttraumatic stress disorder, depression,  and fright existed every waking hour. 

There were no milestones to look forward too, life was bleak; not for six or seven years but they lived for 

generations – 130 years in constant horror. 

“Persons considered at risk include, for example, combat military personnel, victims of natural disasters, concentration 

camp survivors, and victims of violent crime. Individuals frequently experience "survivor's guilt" for remaining alive while 

others died. Causes of the symptoms of PTSD are the experiencing or witnessing of a stressor event involving death, 

serious injury or such threat to the self or others in a situation in which the individual felt intense fear, horror, or 

powerlessness” 

The vast majority of the Jews who were deported to the camps during the Holocaust could and did not 

survive…six months… 130 years? =  18.5 x that amount of time until Moshe was born. 

Yocheved and Miriam 

Yocheved was 130 years old. She was born as her mother crossed the Canaan-Egyptian border together with 

Yaakov’s immediate family before the nightmare began. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Survivor%27s_guilt
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Miriam was 5 years older than Moshe. That means that Miriam was risking her life day in and day out running 

around under the threat of death from the most powerful and frightening man on earth, a man with 

seemingly limitless power at his disposal – with her Mother who was 125 years older than her – talk about a 

potential generation gap! 

Yes. As descendants from Levi,  Yocheved and Miriam were not doomed for physical labor.. but the tight 

noose around their necks was palpable.   

They needed to draw upon a remarkable degree of Yiras Shomayim not to buckle under the frightening 

pressure and to persevere in their holy and secretive work. 

Miriam’s and Aharon’s names conveyed the degree of desperation in the street. Miriam for vayimarreru es 

chayeihem, and Aharon for hashlachas hayeladim leye’or . These were the hopes of their parents. Bleak! 

Miriam 

But in truth, Miriam had more names, Miriam- vrimarreru, Azuvah, Chol’ah, Efrat. ? Chol’ah she was a sickly 

girl! to name a few… 

She was so visibly sickly that she was unable to hide the information from the shadchanim. Her yichus didn’t 

help her. She was azuvah – azvuha kol bachurei Yisrael linasei osah (Rashi Sotah 12a). No one wanted to marry 

her…Day in and day out she is becoming an old maiden! 

ה שעזבוה כל בחורי ישראל שמתחילה חולנית היתה כדקרי לה הכא יריעות ולקמן קרי לה נמי חלאה ועזוב .עזובה שהכל עזבוה

 !מלישא אותה

Here she is running around with her mother risking her life – to deliver children and grandchildren of her 

friends!!! Do we understand what’s going on here? How do we feel when we are the last one of the class to… 

and we’re only… 

What is Miriam’s role in her mother’s holy enterprise? 

Puah.  

א פועה שהיתה פועה ברוח הקודש "ד( ומוציאה את הולד)פועה זו מרים ולמה נקרא שמה פועה שהיתה פועה 

 ואומרת עתידה אמי שתלד בן שמושיע את ישראל

כמו כיולדה  צועקת .פועה :ת בדברים ערבים לשעשעומשעשעת אותו כדרך שמשחקים לתינוקו .שהיתה פועה לולד

 (ישעיה מב) אפעה

In the bunkers under the threat of death, fright, baby’s being ripped away from their mothers who are birthing 

alone while their husbands, fathers, mothers and children are being brutally beaten. The inextinguishable 

spirit of the nashim tzidkaniyos amidst the emotional dread and physical pain…amidst the medley of mingling 

blood curdling cries of adults and children and babes; Miriam sang and played sweet songs, lyrics and games 

with the newborns.  
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How can she sing sweet songs to them? What future do they have? They will grow older if they survive and be 

beaten in the fields as they wallow in the blood of their wounds?  

No! Miriam sang! She sang and played  בדברים ערבים לשעשעו. She exuded the bright side of life! “Yes, sweetie, 

there will be a bright tomorrow..”  

The same young girl is screaming. She is screaming because no one wants to listen. She’s screaming like a 

mother in labor… עתידה אמי שתלד בן שמושיע את ישראל  there will be a bright tomorrow.  

And because tomorrow will be bright, you can sing and smile today. 

Family 

Miriam grew up in a close, supportive, family. There was open communication between both parents and 

children. Mother and daughter are soul mates, Miriam shares secrets with her younger brother Aharon, even 

as elderly adults in the midbar. 

The Breakdown 

Suddenly! Miriam’s life comes crashing down on her. She turns over in bed and could hardly fall asleep. She 

pinches herself to see if she is real. No it cannot be. It must have been a nightmare. She tries to fall back 

asleep but the familiar voices reappear. The words haunt her throughout the night. The next morning she 

wakes up. Mother is ready to take her out to the fields of life, but not before the family sits down for a serious 

talk.  

“Miriam dear, we have something important to tell you.” Miriam looks at her parents eyes. Tears swell up in 

her eyes. She knows what they wish to tell her, her throat tightens and her stomach churns. She feels as 

though a fire is burning under her. 

“Miriam dear. Mommy and Tatty have decided to separate….” 

“Could her infallible wall crumble too?” Has the vicious Pharoah’s venom destroyed any vestige of normalcy? 

But soon  thereafter…Miriam was not alone…she looked around and slowly but surely all of her friends…their 

parents were separating too. Her tragic state became the new normal. 

All the families are falling apart! All of the herculean messirrus nefesh of the righteous Jewish women are futile! 

Her entire life’s mission is collapsing in front of her eyes. The searing pain in the gaping hole in her heart is too 

much for her to bear.  

More trauma, and it’s just a matter of time until the Jewish people - once a formidable threat to the Egyptian 

population, the offspring of the Avos and Imahos would cease to exist and disintegrate into the dustbins of 

history burying the entire world with them…It’s all over… 

The Rebound 
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Miriam opens up her eyes and beholds the degenerating situation, she internalizes the despair of her family, 

the despair of her friends, the despair of her people and she stands up tall and screams out.  

“This cannot be! I will not accept it!  

Tatty, Mommy, Pick up the pieces and start again.  עתידה אמי שתלד בן שמושיע את ישראל!” 

Maharsha: Yocheved reached her first trimester when they divorced.  

Why was it necessary for Yocheved and Amram to reunite?  

If Moshe was born to a single Mother, he could not have been the savior of Yisrael?  

Sure, Moshe would have been born – but who would he have taken out? 

“Tatty and Mommy,” screamed Miriam, “with perseverance the Jewish people can overcome pogroms, holocausts, all of 

the challenges in life – accept one – that’s national suicide – when each and every one of us throws in the towel – then 

we are doomed. Gezerascha kasha mishel Pharoah – gezerascha sofo lehiskayem!” 

The saged Amram and righteous Yocheved listened to young Miriam.  

Vayikach es bas Levi – not Vayachzor  

Miriam and Aharon prepared a chasuna for their parents – not like a second wedding – but like a first with all of the 

fanfare – they were dancing away –  

Why? Because this was a statement to the Jewish people.  

“Pick up the pieces and start again!”  

The angles rejoiced and proclaimed.  

י ֲעֶקֶרת ַהַביִׁת יבִׁ ה ַהלְׂלּו מֹושִׁ ֵמחָּ נִׁים שְׂ יִׁם ּהקֵאם ַהבָּ רָּ צְׂ מִׁ ֵאל מִׁ רָּ  בְֵׂצאת יִׁשְׂ
 

Amram who was  ne’ekar from the house is returned to a mother of happy children which enabled the Jewish people to 
leave Egypt! 
 
And then…everyone began to follow suit. Families began to reunite. The Jewish people were revitalized amidst the 
clouds of terror and torment.  They began to sing again in the fields flowing with blood and tears.  
 

 ."שיבוא יום בכל לו אחכה זה כל עם  שיתמהמה פי על ואף המשיח בביאת שלימה באמונה מאמין אני

Moshe’s Birth 

And then… Moshe is born. The room fills up with light. There is new hope. This child is named Tov. No more 
dismal intonations. A new beginning is being born. Amram kisses Miriam on her head.  

“Yes, Your mother will give birth to the moshian shel Yisrael.” 

Despair 
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Three months later, the mood changes drastically. Darkness plunges over their lives. 

Father and Mother are panic stricken. The authorities are out in a ferocious search for the alleged moshian 
shel Yisrael. “It’s all over.” 

Gone are the hopes of renewal. Gone are the rays of revival. The surviving Jews will now live out their dismal 
lives until the Hebrews dissipate off the face of the earth. 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
Dejected, Amram taps Miriam on her forehead and cries, “Where is your prophecy?” It’s all over again. As if to 
say, “Miriam, we are separating again…along with all of Klal Yisrael…”  

It’s all over again. 

Miriam understands that this is no ordinary prophecy. This prophecy needs perseverance to see it through. 
It’s up to her. It’s not enough for her to speak. She has to struggle physically and act decisively to see this 
prophecy materialize.  

Whether or not her mother gives birth to the moshian shel Yisrael is up to her. Whether or not there is a 
nation to redeem is up to her. Five year old Miriam has to believe in herself, believe in the prophecy and 
believe that Moshe can overcome his hurdles and his natural handicap; water. Will Moshe survive and pull 
himself out of the raging waters?? She has to believe in her people that everyone can overcome their 
challenges and forge forward. She has to believe that people are able to do the seemingly impossible.  

“She has to believe that you can take life-sustaining flowing water out of a solid rock!”  

 

ה לוֹ  ָעשֶׂ ָעה ַמה יֵּ ָרֹחק ְלדֵּ ַתַצב ֲאֹחתֹו מֵּ  :ותתצב אחותו מרחוק לדעה מה יעשה לו לידע מה יהא בסוף נבואתה ַותֵּ

Why water? 

The holy seforim explain that Noach was reincarnated in Moshe. The Navi calls the mabul waters mei Noach, 
because with all of Noach’s righteousness he only succeeded in rescuing his family, whereas the rest of his 
people - he left behind.  

In Moshe, he was given the opportunity to rise above the raging waters and rescue his people together with 
him. And indeed we see throughout his life that Moshe was challenged to rescue others from the challenges 
of water.   

The Miracle 

While the Egyptians peer into the stars and behold that the moshian shel Yisrael succumbed to his natural 
handicap, Miriam stands behind the reeds and screams “Little Brother, You can do it. I believe in you. Do not 
despair! You are afloat in the unapologetic water, seemingly abandoned, but since Hashem is in control and I 
believe in you, even a most bizarre phenomenon can occur.”  
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An outstretched hand suddenly appears from no one else other than Pharaoh’s daughter and pulls him out of 
the water. “Your name will be Moshe, because I pulled you out of the water.  That is your life’s mission tender 
baby; to overcome your handicap and challenges, and pull yourself and those around you out of the 
threatening water.” 

So Moshe is saved! A Miracle occurred! Everything is back on track…. 

Danger Again 

Well, not exactly. Moshe is going to die of thirst now because he won’t nurse.  

Miriam Takes Charge  

Unless Miriam runs and interferes in lightening speed…it’s all over. 

א ֶאת ֵאם ַהיֶָּלד רָּ קְׂ ה ַותִׁ מָּ ַעלְׂ  (י"רש) ועלמות כעלם הלכה בזריזות .ותלך העלמה :ַוֵתֶלְך הָּ

Miriam; inspired by her own prophecy will overcome any obstacle in her way, to see to it that her mother does 
indeed bear the moshian shel Yisrael and that the Jewish spirit continues to gain momentum from Aharon and 
Yocheved’s reunion; overcoming the handicaps and formidable obstacles along the way until Hashem’s 
destined time.  

Miriam understands that the destiny of Klal Yisrael is in her hands. She will not give up. It is her fortitude, 
belief in the people’s ability to rise above their challenges and belief in Hashem - the A-lmighty, that will 
ensure that the fledgling Jewish people do not throw in the towel, succumb to their handicaps and commit 
national suicide.  

With her selfless perseverance, Moshe is saved. The people continue to flourish amidst the horrific suffering, 
but their hopes are focused henceforth towards a better tomorrow. Miriam continues to sing sweet songs 
to the young newborns. “You can sing and smile today because there will be a bright tomorrow.” 

Incredibly, Moshe overcame water-related challenges throughout his life 

As a baby, at the well in midyan, the thirsty sheep, drawing atzmos Yosef from the ye’or, Yam Suf, Mara, giving 

the Eigel sinners the investigative waters to drink, paining himself for forty days and nights without drinking in 

order to repeal Hashem’s decree to wipe out the Jews, “Miriam’s well”, throughout his life he was Moshe 

…all the way till he ultimately failed at mei meriva. 

When did mei meriva occur? 

Immediately after Miriam’s death.  

Apparently, so long as Miriam was alive, Moshe was able to overcome his built in handicap and rise above it. Once 
Miriam passed on, Moshe  did not succeed in doing so. As if to say, so long as Miriam was around, she was “standing by 
to see that her prophecy materialize” and prodded Moshe, “I believe in you. You can rise above your challenges and 
handicaps and soar to unimaginable heights.”  
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Miriam represented that super-Jewish spirit which everyone of us can tap into which transcends the natural order. 

 [Who finally married Miriam?  

Kalev: A Fitting Shidduch 

 ויקח לו כלב את אפרת

כגון זו שהיתה חולה ונשאה לשם שמים שבדק באחיה אהרן ומשה וראה אותם צדיקים ורוב בנים דומין  .י לשם שמים"פרש
שלא להיות  .לאביו שבשמיםשתקע את לבו  :הצריכין לחולה . שנעשה לה כאב להתעסק בה ברפואות ומזונותלאחי האם 

 :כנערה. שנתרפאה מחליה וחזרה בתואר פנים  . ולבסוף נערה :חולי .חלאה :בעצת מרגלים

The Gemara tells us that Kalev ignored public opinion and decided to ultimately marry sickly Miriam. Not 
because there was anything in it for himself. On the contrary, he took on the responsibility to nurse her back 
to life, giving her food and medical attention until he revived her, breathed new life into her and she became 
the most beautiful woman of the generation.  

 אחרי עמו וימלא רוח אחרת עקב היתה כלב ועבדי

Kalev who ignored his ten colleagues  foreboding reports of failure and despair saw hope and potential 
through every challenge in life, believed in Miriam and her ability to mother righteous progeny against all odds.  

What a shidduch!  

Miriam who was sickly herself and only became older and older each day, became that old maiden until Kalev took stock 
of her great brothers (this could have been when Moshe returned to Mitzraim at the age o 80 years old) and married her. 
Each day, she looked in the mirror, saw the wrinkles in her face deepen and told herself, “you can smile today, because 
there will be a bright tomorrow. Pick up the pieces and start again, again, and again. You can do it! You can bring joy and 
happiness to a despondent people and breath into them a spirit reflecting the bright side of life and inspire them to 

follow your lead in believing in themselves and their people and denying their handicaps the right to paralyze them.]    

Conclusion 

Haman looked at Adar and saw that the Jews can succumb to their handicaps. Let us monopolize on them 
and “hang them on the gallows.” No wonder that he took a piece of wood from the Teivah. As if to say, 
Moshe/Noach ultimately did not overcome the water-handicap. 

He failed to appreciate the Jewish spirit behind Moshe’s birth. He failed to appreciate that one Jew can tell 
him/herself and the people around him/her “I believe in you. You can do the impossible. You can overcome 
your handicaps and become great.” 

This Adar, we will tell ourselves and everyone around us, “I believe in you. Pick up the pieces and start again, 
again, and again. You can do. It. You can become great because of your handicaps.” 

This Adar we will all scream out “My mother is destined to bear the savior of the Jewish People.” 

 


